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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
IRAN—PART 1 ! 


UEE 10334/5 No* 1 

INTERNATIONAL BANK LOAN TO IRAN 

Sir Roger Sievem fo Mr, Selwyn Uoyd, (Received January 2!\ 

<No. 13 E. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, January fS, J957, 

I have the honour to report that the S75 million international Bank loan, whose 
difficult passage through Parliament formed the subject of my Despatch No. 135 U. 
ot' the 1st of December, 1956, w r as finally approved by the Vfajles and the Senate on 
the 30th of December. 

lhroughent the greater part of December, the opposition to the loan 
continued, both in Parliament and in the Cabinet. In addition lo the reasons which 
I have already reported* namely suspicion of foreign loans, dislike of the control 
which is to be exercised by the International Bank and dislike of Mr* Ehtehftj, a 
further factor emerged in the shape of general scepticism about the value of 
the expenditure undertaken by the Seven-Year Plan Organisation* In the 
circumstances, the Cabinet recommended to the Shah that the loan should be 
allowed to run the gauntlet of Parliament and not merely of the Plan Organisation 
Joint Committee of the Majles and the Senate, The Shah took the Cabinet's advice 
and at the same time intervened decisively behind the scenes. The result was that 
the necessary Bill was hustled through within a week—one of the arguments used 
being that if the loan agreement was signed before the 31st of December* the 
Iranian Government would avoid the effect of a 1 per cent, increase in the 
International Bank *s interest rates, which was due lo come into force at the New 
Year, The voting in the Majles was for. 4 against and 8 abstentions. In the 
Senate the Law was approved by 39 votes to 2. 

j* ! enclose the text of the lawf i setting out the conditions under which 
’he Iranian Government was authorised to sign the loan agreement with the 
International Bank, The loan is to be for $75 million and is to be utilised before 
March 195H or any oilier date to be agreed between I he Bank and the Iranian 
Government. Repayment is to be made between March 1959 and March 1962, The 
most interesting provisions of the agreement are as follows: 

m) 1 he Plan Organisation undertake to give the International Bank access 
to the accounts of their expenditure and to provide the Bank with any 
information they may require about how the loan is being spent 
1 Article 6, h; 

th) the Plan Organisation have agreed to the following ceilings on their 
expenditure: 

Million 

$ 

August 1956- March 1957 ... ... „* 70 

March 1957 September 1957 ,,* ... 65 

September 1957- March 1958 ... ... ... 70 

These ceilings can only be increased by agreement between ihe Bank 
and the Seven-Year Plan Organisation (Article 6, 2)* In Mr, Ebtehaj's 
view these ceilings are already inadequate and discussions with the Bank 
are due to start soon. 

fe) The Iranian Government undertakes not to borrow any further money 
before March 1958 or whatever date the Government and the Bank 
may agree as being the end of the utilisation period of the credit 
(Article 6. 3); 
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W> The Plan Organisation's share of the oil revenues are to be ear-marked 
for the repayment of the loan. The exact way in which this is to be 
done is ip be agreed between the Bank and the Iranian Government 
(Article 6, 4). This flexible formula was a last minute concession to 
the Iranians. 

4, Although opposition to the loan remained considerable to the end, it seems 
that the Shah handled the situation skilfully and that the episode may not of itself 
leave too much bitterness behind. 

5, I am sending a copy of this Despatch to the Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department of the Board of Trade, to the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department, to Her Majesty's Treasury and to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Washington. 

1 have, &Cr 

R. IT STEVENS, 
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IRAN: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1956 


Sir Roger Stevens fa Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd , iReceived January 22) 


(No. 14. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, January JH , 1957, 

1 have the honour to submit my annual 
review of events in Iran during 1956. 

Introduction 

I he year was marked for Iran by greater 
success and stability in foreign than in 
domestic affairs. The highlights on the 
international horizon were the Bagdad Pad 
meeting in Tehran in the spring, the Sue/ 
™ ir m the latter half of the year and the 
Tehran meeting of the four Moslem mem¬ 
bers ol the Bagdad Pact in November, On 
the domestic front this review might well 
echo that of last year: the continued 
growth in die Shah's direct influence, the 
compliance of his Government and the sub” 
sen fence oE the Majlcs, To this, on the lower 
EevL-ts of everyday life, should be added the 
continued if scarcely audible underground 
rumblings of the Ttideh Party, the growing 
unpopularity of the security regime imposed 
by the gendarmerie, police and armed fore® 
(especially the Tehran military government) 
and general dissatisfaction with the stan¬ 
dards of living. 


“■ l" e Shah, during ihe year un< 
review; reinforced his authority, even if 

mlr in prodacin S any very so 

sutts. Good intentions coupled with we 

execut'd resulted in an intermittent a 
hesitam dictatorship. Parliament supp | 
litl e in the way of either a cheek 
stability. The new Majles, elected duri 
the spring and summer, is packed w 
. | s men - 1 be Shah is perhaps at his b 

m the realm of foreign affairs, and his St; 
visas this year to India, Turkey and I 
- oviei Union were dignified and use 
ticcasiom. India perhaps was the le- 
pro ruble, a& there was no real meeting 
Jomds between the Shah and Nehn 
' urkey produced the good results that wt 
be expected from these two eountr 
c 1- ^ r y close interests whilst from t 

with C j -V 11 ' 011 managed to rctu 

1 n ms sovereignty unimpaired and soi 

*f m . , Co ^' s prestige. But at home i 
oublesonte question of the success! 


remains. The Shah has no heir and has so 
far resolutely turned his face away from 
naming one. The forthcoming marriage of 
his only child Princess Shahnaz to the son 
of General Ztihcdt cannot be counted upon 
to provide a solution, 

Iran's International Position 

3. Events at Suez put Iran in an inter¬ 
national position which she has not occupied 
for two centuries or more. And it must 
be said to her credit that she handled it with 
considerable skill and balance. Both the 
participation of Dr, Ardalan* the Foreign 
Minister, in the five-man committee to 
Cairo, and the four-Power Moslem meeting 
in Tehran under the Shah's chairmanship 
during the height of the crisis in November, 
provided Iran with an active role in an 
international crisis which has no parallel in 
modern times. She was fortified in her own 
esteem and that of her neighbours b> the 
visits in the autumn of the Presidents of the 
Lebanon and Pakistan, and the Prime 
Ministers of Iraq. Turkey and Pakistan. 
The year finished, however, on a rather 
more subdued note, as the Iranian initiative 
in summoning a general conference of 
Middle Eastern Powers was wrecked on the 
indifference and hostility of the Egypto- 
Syrian bloc 


Suez 

4. The main foreign event for which 1956 
will be remembered in Iran was undoubtedly 
the Suez affair. The Persians dislike Arabs 
in general and would have been more than 
pleased to see Nasser dethroned, The Shah 
and the Government eye him askance as 
a nil-man arch is I and demagogue: business 
interests fear his control of the Canal, 
through which the bulk of Iranian imports 
and exports normally pass; md the country 
at large distrusts his expansionist ambit ions. 
Many people in Iran would accordingly 
ha\e been only too pleased to sec him over¬ 
thrown. Bui both the maimer of our inter¬ 
vention in Egypt and its unsatisfactory 
outcome deprived us of any public, oi more 
than a lilMe private, sympathy, We now 
have much leeway to make tip. 


SECRET 


















4 


SECRET 


Relations with the United Kingdom 

5. Until the events of November we 
continued in our own relations with Iran to 
make steady if unspectacular progress in 
the consolidation of Ehe '"new look/' Old 
suspicions still run close below the surface: 
we are wide!) credited with responsibility 
for and direction of the present Iranian 
Government; and we are blamed for its 
failure to produce solid results in the way 
of raising the standard of living at home. 
But we have at legist continued the process 
of divorcing ourselves from those dements 
which used to claim to be our agents and 
spokesmen and to be able to fix any deal 
on our behalf, The more educated and 
responsible elements have at last come to 
realise that we no longer interfere in all the 
devious byways of Iranian life. Parlia¬ 
mentary and other visits helped in some 
small degree to show to the Iranians that 
we now treat them as an independent, 
sovereign Power The Minister of State, 
Board of T rade, spent over a week in Iran 
in early January. The Secretary of State 
paid a Hying visit in March, Sir Edward 
Boyle (then Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury) led nur delegation to the meeting 
of the Bagdad Pact Economic Council in 
April, the Minister of Defence led the dele¬ 
gation shortly afterwards at the Ministerial 
meeting, two Parliamentary delegations and 
a handful of other important individual 
visitors came during the year, All this 
helped with Iranian self-esteem. U is a pity 
that this process was not supported by the 
British press, which on the whole showed 
practically no interest in Iranian affairs 
throughout the year. Inside the country 
ilselt our stock was raised by the success of 
Costain John Brown in completing their 
pipeline with great efficiency and welt ahead 
of the scheduled time. 

The Persian Gulf 

6. The Persian Gulf, however, cast a 
longer shadow than usual over Atiglo- 
Iranian relations. In this area Iranian 
claims suddenly sprang to life in raihei 
unpleasant shape, notably the Iranian 
Navy's seizure and occupation of the two 
islands of Farst and Artabi claimed by, 
among others, the Ruler of Kuwait, Until 
the turn of the year it has been possible to 
handle this dispute with good temper, but 
only at the expense of our taking no physical 
action to dispute the Iranian occupation, 
Throughout the year the Iranian Govern¬ 
ment has pressed its claim for consular 
representation in Kuwait, where it lays 


claims to a large proportion of the popula¬ 
tion, In Kuwait it only requests to be 
allowed to protect these citizens' interests. 
But in Bahrain it goes further and main¬ 
tains its historical I y-un founded and contem¬ 
porarily impracticable claim to sovereignty 
over the island, Ambitions towards naval 
extension in the Gulf are undoubtedly 
symptomatic of the same disease, of which 
an important cause is the desire to exert as 
great A control as possible over the oil under 
the waters of the Gulf. As a result of all 
this, Anglo-Iranian relations in the Persian 
Gulf cannot long remain as they are. 

The United States 

7. Aside from Iter relations with us and 
with the Arab States, Iran's principal foreign 
preoccupations have been with the United 
St a te s a nd l he S o v ie i Un ion. A merica n aid 
totalling some $40 million (excluding mili¬ 
tary aidi continued to play a useful part in 
helping the Government to make ends meet. 
Serious and intelligent Iranians doubtless 
appreciate the enormous work Lhat the 
United States Government is doing in this 
country. But as much of it is unspectacular 
training and technical assistance it makes 
Little impression on the common man, It 
will be many years before he sees arty direct 
benefits from the schemes and other long¬ 
term projects which receive American aid. 
In the army, too, the solid work being done 
by American training teams goes largely 
unsung, 

the Soviet Union 

K. The Soviet Union has during the year 
made considerable eSTons to gain Iranian 
favour. This campaign has taken various 
forms, changing throughout the year, In 
the early months there was some continua¬ 
tion of Soviet bluster against Iranian 
adherence to the Bagdcid Pact, When this 
was seen to be ineffectual, the Kremlin 
dropped the stick for the carrot. The early 
summer was marked by effusive cultural 
approaches, exchanges of sporting visits, 
musicians and artists, leading up to the 
ShahV visit, which the Soviet Government 
laid themselves out to make a success. The 
Shah, however, remained firm and the 
Russians got no change out of him, The 
Iranian Government indeed continued a 
lough policy against Soviet infiltration of 
this country, culminating in the arrest and 
expulsion on espionage charges of the 
assistant Soviet Military Attache. On the 
economic front, loo, the Iranian Govern¬ 
ment stood firm, and in mid-summer 
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cancelled the anachronistic land unproduc¬ 
tive! Soviet oil concession in the north. At 
the same lime, however, they refused with 
admirable poise to allow themselves to be 
provoked into any gesture which the Soviet 
Government could have used as a pretext 
for tough action. On the other hand, 
towards the end of the year they were em¬ 
barrassed by attractive economic offers 
made by the Soviet Government at cui 
prices, Events in Hungary caused some¬ 
thing of a setback in the process of 
rapprochement, but by I he end of the year 
the Soviet campaign was once again in full 
swing, with a party of Iranian journalists 
invited to tour the Soviet Union, singers, 
wrestlers and footballers once again crossing 
the frontier in both directions, and a return 
visit From the Supreme Soviet imminent in 
tile new year. A new Soviet Ambassador 
fM. Fegov) contributed his pennyworth of 
fresh goodwill to all this, The year also 
saw the termination of the work of the 
Soviet-Irani an frontier demarcation com¬ 
mission, which had carried out its duties 
with considerable efficiency and in ail 
atmosphere of genuine co-operation 

Other Neighbours 

9, The year s events provided Iran with 
a good opportunity to achieve closer rela¬ 
tions with her Bagdad Pact neighbours. 
The Shah's visit to Turkey appears to have 
removed the last traces of fear concerning 
Turkish irredeiuism in the north-west. With 
Pakistan there have been several high-level 
contacts and the prospect of an early solu¬ 
tion to a longstanding boundary dispute. 
With the present Government of Iraq there 
has been good understanding bui no signiSi- 
cant progress on boundary and water rights 
questions, largely owing to other preoccu¬ 
pations. Eve ei with Afghanistan relations 
have not deteriorated, and serious efforts, 
not yet successful, have been made to solve 
the problem of the Helmand River water. 
But Afghanistan remains the nightmare of 
the Shah and the Iranian military authori¬ 
ties. and their prognostications regarding 
future trends of Afghan policy and its 
potential menace to Iran continue to be full 
of gloom. 

Internal 

JP: On the domestic front the principal 
posuicas interest centred in lhe personalities 
Government and the prospects of 
change. But in the end no change took 
place tnd Husain Ala continued as Prime 
Minister, M, A!a T for all his okl West¬ 


minster tic, is a staunch Iranian patriot 
with strong nationalist feelings. Although 
small and apparently frail, he resists the 
rigours of his office with remarkable 
tenacity and his reputation for honesty and 
sincerity stands above reproach.. But he is 
not a strong Minister and is apt to be a 
pliant tool in the hands of (he Shah, The 
Shah does nol like strong men around him 
and it is probably for this reason that M, 
Ala remains and has not been replaced in 
(he premiership by Dr, Eqbak the Rector 
of Tehran University, lately appointed 
Minister ot C ourt, who in the early part ol 
the year was eeneralh tipped as the next 
Prime Minister. Nor docs the rest of the 
Cabinet offer any big men, 1 he two 
greatest names in contemporary Iran are 
now outside active politics. Musaddeq, 
who was released from gaol at the end of 
the summer, remains under surveillance and 
in ill-health at his country property outside 
Tehran, Sayyed Zia, the strong man of 
thirty years ago, who put Reza Shah on 
the throne (but who is still under seventy) 
is reluctant to return to political life, at any 
rate on the conditions now offering. 

I he Government 

! [. The rest of the Ministers present i 
team ol men who are distinguished from 
their predecessors more by their honesty 
and patriotism than by their distinction or 
effectiveness. One of the strongest is the 
Minister of Justice, Gulsha'iyan, who during 
the year fought a sharp and successful 
engagement for judicial reform and who is 
now turning his attentions to cleaning up 
the civil service. The Cabinet at the end of 
ihe year carried out the first effective 
national census of modern times (revealing 
a total population of 18 9 millions) as a 
preliminary to drastic revision of the tax 
laws. 

Security 

12. Progress continued in the sphere ol 
public and national security, although the 
Tehran military government grew in* 
creasmgly unpopular and the name of 
General BnkhLiar became synonymous for 
ruthless repression, The Governments 
campaign against Soviet infiltration and 
native Communism wax marked by the exe¬ 
cution of some Tudeh leaders early in the 
year, the pardon and release of others later. 
But, although scotched, the snake is nol 
dead. The party has been greatly handi¬ 
capped by the toss of its leaders and of its 
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publicity organs* but it maintains its under¬ 
ground organisation and undoubtedly ha? 
cells at many strategic points in the 
country's life. Dr. Eqbal claims to have 
eradicated it in the university; and in the 
army it is not thought to have regained 
strength after the revelation and bloody 
suppression of the 1954 plot. 

15. Tribal affairs continue in the 
doldrums. From the Bakhtiari country 
there came a continuous flow of economic 
and civil complaint, whilst the Qashqa'i 
remained the object of the Government’s 
dislike and suspicions. But it was only 
against the small, weak and relatively 
inoffensive Jawanrudi Kurds that the 
Government was bold enough to lake mili¬ 
tary action. On the religious front the 
Mullas continued a steadily regaining 
ci Hue nee, although they suffered something 
of a reverse when forty-three Moslem 
villages were convicted of the collective 
murder of seven Bahai at Yazd in the 
spring At the Government's insistence this 
trial was conducted with remarkable fair¬ 
ness and lack of sectarian prejudice. On 
the social front one of the Government's 
main achievements during the year was a 
good beginning with the suppression of 
opium production and con sumption. The 
Government’s efforts were, however, im¬ 
peded by a flood of contraband opium which 
at once started to come in across the open 
frontier from Afghanistan—thus adding 
fue! to the Iranian Governments dislike 
of that neighbour, whom they look upon as 
a Soviet cat's-paw and the probable platform 
for a Soviet attack upon Iran. 

14, Dissatisfaction amongst the growing 
bourgeois class of Iran continued to 
increase. This tendency is to be seen at its 
worst in Tehran, where the superficial 
veneer of Western luxury and sophistication 
is th i nl y s prea d over a ''I u m city. I “he tow ns 
in general and Tehran in particular continue 
to exercise an unhealthy magnetism over the 
inhabitants of the countryside, who flow to 
the cities for cheap bread and higher waacs, 
Tehran alone now numbers 1 \ million 
people: taken from a total population of 
JS-9 million this represents a grave dis¬ 
equilibrium. The Government has not vet 
attempted seriously to tackle this problem, 
But the Minister of the Interior initiated a 
useful step when be summoned all the pro* 
vincial governors to Tehran for a conference 
in June, It is to be hoped that this may 
herald a more coherent policy between the 
Central Government and its outlying agents. 


Towards the end of the year, a rigged Majles 
and partly hand-picked Senate showed itself 
increasingly restive in the face of royal 
pressure, and criticism directed at the 
Government but aimed at the Shah appeared 
lobe m ou nti ng. T o cone lu.de this rou titFu p 
of internal items, the army made a little 
slow progress under the tuition of American 
training teams and with the provision of 
American equipment. The Shah relies 
upon the army as a stabilising element: 
whether he is justified or not in doing so 
i.s another question, as there undoubtedly is 
much discontent amongst the middle officer 
class. 

Economic 

15, On the economic front interest was 
centred on petroleum, lirst on the hopes of 
increased revenue from the Consortium's 
production and later m the year on the 
sensational new strike at Qum, In spite of 
the Suez crisis the oil Consortium achieved 
part of their aim of increasing production 
above the Oil Agreement level. They are 
unlikely to be able to repeal this per¬ 
formance in 1957. but thereafter t he increase 
in production should be rapid. Relations 
between the Consortium and the Iranian 
Government have been very satisfactory 
during the year, though there has been no 
lack of minor problems. The Iranian public 
set great hopes by the Qum held which, 
when Its capacity is finally proved, they 
hope will supply not only the domestic needs 
of north Central Persia but will also provide 
a valuable export. 

16. Domestic attention—and much criti¬ 
cism—was centred during the year on the 
operations of the second Seven-Year Plan 
under its able, honest and unpopular chief 
Ebtehaj. Constant and often unreasonable 
attacks were made on him for the Plan's 
failure to show immediate results, Even 
the securing of a $75 million loan from the 
International Bank was held against him on 
the grounds that it would be badly used. 
Within the Plan Organisation solid work 
was done, but in general the pace was slow* 
largely owing to the poor quality of the 
staff and traditional Iranian indecision. 
Ebtehaj's greatest mistake was perhaps his 
slowness in helping municipal development 
which could yield great political dividends, 

J7. Progress was made sn balancing 
the budget. Revenues increased with 
prosperity, rising oil revenues made up for 
the tapering off of American aid and the 
Ministry of Finance managed, not without 
effort, to keep expenditure well below the 
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level authorised by Parliament, The equili¬ 
brium, however, remains precarious. 

IK, In general the country's economic 
progress was satisfactory. There was con¬ 
siderable prosperity even if it was not wideh 
distributed. We made good progress with 
our exports while the Germans and the 
Japanese marked time* But there were 
indications that the pause in their advance 
was only temporary, 

19, Perhaps the Government's greatest 
shortcoming in economc affairs was their 
failure to stimulate agricultural production 
and free enterpi ise generally. But, be it said 
In their discharge, they were mesmerised by 
their development plans, and also caught in 
the dilemma that, if they provide more credit 
and free wheat prices, they will initially 
stimulate the inflation which such a policy 
is eventually designed to overcome. 

Conclusions 

20, To summarise, 1956 has been a year 
of international strain for Iran, which, all 
things considered, she has surmounted very 
welt, maintaining a steady and sensible 
course under the Shah's determined and 
Occasionally forceful leadership. That 
leadership has, however, been much less 
htippy in Its domestic manifestations. Direct 
intervention by the Shah, though generally 
an good causes and frequently successful, 
has often been imprudent and, on occasion, 
crude. The Government's policy is now 
nakedly his, and this means that a double 
unpopularity rebounds on his head, from 
those such as members of Parliament who 
do not like royal interference and loss of 
prerogative and from the larger number of 
Iranians who arc by tradition and tempera¬ 
ment hostile to Government in general, and 
can find plenty to criticise in this one. Yet 
there is some reason to believe that the 
Shah, b> Virtue both of his office and his 
engaging personality. retains a considerable 
hold on the loyally and affections of the 
people at large. He may still be able to 
capitalise this, and 1 think there is a fairly 
good prospect that the stability and limited 
progress which have unquestionably been 
achieved in the past two years will despite 
murmurings of discontent and a situation 
which is always potentially explosive, be 
maintained and even accelerated in 1957. 

21, I enclose a list of the principal events 
of 1956, 

22, l am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Ankara* Bag¬ 
dad, Kabul* Moscow and Washing ton; to 


the United Kingdom High Commissioner at 
Karachi; and to the Political Officer with 
the Middle East Forces (Nicosia*. 

' ] have, &e, 

ROGER STEVENS. 


Enclosure 

Chronological Summary nf Evnkt% in 1956 

January 

] Mr A R. Lo*i Minister nf Slate ut the 
BoarJ of Trade, visited Iran and attended 
first session of Bagdad Pact Economic 
Committee presided over by A. H. 
Ebtehaj. 

g Navab SaEuvi. leader of the Fedaiym id 
Islam, executed together with Ra?.mam's 
assassin. ALA assailant and a fourth 
Feda'iyt in, 

EnslruL-tion.x iviiaed lt> regional authorities 
for lhe (piecemeal) holding of the l$Lh 
M a ties elections, 

lniitiiiEl Government appealed to Con¬ 
sortium for substantial increase nf 19 
million tons in ilteir I^O production- 

29 Three fudeh leaders arrested, including 

Muhammad Eiahrumi, formerly secretary 
of the Tudeh executive board. 

February 

4 Third Soviet note delivered in protest 

acainst Iranian adherence to Bagdad 
Pact. 

15 Shah and Otiecn So ray a left for State Visit 
to India. Crown Council constituted to 
rule in Shah's absence. 

Trial tit oiMMmi of ten alleged Soviet xpks 
begun: all found guilty and one sentenced 
to death. 

Consortium, in reply to Government appeal 
for higher production* stated that they 
hoped to increase oil production in 
current year by 21 million cubic metre-,. 

19 United States- offer announced in Washing¬ 

ton of 520 million subvention to Iran 
to bridge the budgetary gap. Iranian 
chagrin manifested a! massive Western 
support for Egyptian high dam project 
ns reward for flirting with Russia. 

25 Army completed three-week operation 

against Javanrndi Kurds near Iraqi 
frontier, 

29 Major Kuznetsov, Soviet assistant military 

attache, caught red-handed receiving 
documents from air force sergeant, 
arrested and given a week to leave the 

country. 

Murvh 

Press comment on Bahrain stimulated by 
a nti-British rioting there and maintained 
at high pitch for several weeks. 

|0-H The Secretary of State, ihe Right Honour¬ 
able Sclwyn Lloyd* visited Tehran on 
return from S.I.A T.O. Conference in 
Karachi. 

13 New Seven-Year Plan Bdl became law. 

Provision made for an expenditure of 
£356 million and allocution of the oil 
revenues; between the Seven-Year Plan 
Organisation. NJ.O.C. and (he Ministry 
of Finance, 
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21 ShuH granted New Year pardons u> 50 
TuJch officers, Kashanj and Baqa'i also 
released. MilitaT> Governor claimed 
tttEii the back of the TtxJeh Party had 
been broken. 

Iranian relations with Afghanistan 
worsened; and evidence accumulated of 
Iranian an*id) over Soviet penetration 
in ih li i country. Iranian-Afghan nego¬ 
tiations began in Washington over 
HcIrmnJ River. 

April 

Iranian reply to third Soviet note (of Feb¬ 
ruary 41 handed to Sonet Ambassador. 
Note again defended Iran's adherence to 
Bagdad Pact m categorical terms, 

7 Ardalan made declaration of Iranian claim 
ls> Bahrain but emphasised that question 
would not be raised at forthcoming 
Bagdad Pact meeting. 

E 5 Final session of Iftth Majles, Elections to 
IOth Majlcs held piecemeal fashion and 
under firm control by the Shah. 
TaqLzadeh re-elected President of the 
Senate,. 

16-1 s' Bagdad Pact Conference m Lchr.rn 
Attended by Minister of Defence. Sir W. 
Monckton, 1-conomic Secretary to the 
Treasury, Sir Edward Boyle, and 
Mr Dems Wright. arista ni UlHfcr- 
Secretary* Foreign OtJice. Mr Loy 
Henderson, as official United Slates 
observer, headed a large delegation. 
United Kingdom offered £250,000 spread 
oser live scars to he spent on technical 
aid. United States decided to join 
Economic and Counter-Subversion Com¬ 
mittee. to contribute staff to the 
Secretariat and to co-operate with 
Military Committee. 

Budget and new income-tan law approved 
by Parliament. Budget gap of about £ t0 
million expected lo be covered mainly by 
United States grant. Price of cigarettes* 
tobacco and sugar (all Government 
monopolies) raised. 

Initial approaches made to Western oil 
companies with a view to their partici¬ 
pating with N.LO.C- in developing 
Iranian oil resources cm side Consortium 
area and on continental shelf. 

May 

*3. Foreign Ministry renewed their request 

for permanent re presen La, ucai in Kuwait, 

19 International Monetary Fund made 
U K. SIT million loan to Iran for Seven- 
Year Plan Organisation 

2Q-2Q Shah and Queen -Soraya paid State \ isii to 
T urkev, 

31 Fhe 19th Maples inaugurated by Shah. 

Sardar Fftkher re-elected Speaker. 

Jiwte 

5 Small Soviet dl installation id Khurian. 
near Semnan, occupied by gendarmerie. 

g Dr Eqhal appointed Minister of Court, 

13 Meeting of provincial Governors,-General, 

the first of its kind, held in Tehran, and 
martini law lifted from the provinces* 
escept cm the railway, 

14 Prime Minister Ala formally resigned and 

called on by Shah to form a new Cabinet. 
Gulsha'iyan appointed Minister of 
Justice and Maseri of Agriculture. 


June 

Government received overwhelming vote 
of confidence from Parliament despite 
sonic critical speeches. 

25 Shah and Queen So ray a Left for 14-day 
State Visit to Soviet Union, Crown 
Council constituted. While in -Soviet 
Union Shah warmly defended Iran's 
membership of tile Bagdad Pact and 
refused to sign (he usual |OirU com- 
muniqui Russians suggested joint 
development of the A raxes River basin 
should be considered. 

International flunk for Reconstruction and 
Development President, Mr. Eugene 
Black, visited Tehran for discussions 
about a loan to the Seven-Year E^an 
Organisation. 

Critical references made to United King¬ 
dom approval of opium export licence, 
internationally grunted, for Afghanistan. 


July 

Majlcs conferred " double emergency" 
powers on Justice Minister Gulsha'iyan 
to introduce ' 1 decree-laws " for reform 
of (lie judicial system. 

Rainstorms anti floods caused great damage 
to life and property in south and east. 

Representatives of American oil companies 
and of R.P, and Shell were in Tehran for 
discussions with N I.Q.C. about partner¬ 
ship possibilities for work on the con- 
tmental shelf. 


August 

A Dr. Muiuiddeq released after serving: his 
three-year sentence and rusticated. 

13, Laying of 300-mile pipeline from Ahwaz 
tv. Azna completed by Costain-John 
Brown. 

15 Dr. Ardalan represented Iran at first 
London conference on Suez, and sup¬ 
ported Pakistani amendments to the 
United States proposal which were 
accepted by the Ig-Powcr majority; again 
represented Iran on 5-Power Commission 
under Menzics empowered to discuss 18- 
Power resolution in Cairo with Mauser. 

U.F and Shell rejected N.S O.Cs terms for 
partnership to drill and exploit off-shore 
oil deposits in Persian Gulf. 

26 High quality oil wav struck at Qiitn by an 
American drilling (cam under contract 
to N.I.OX'. and gushed at rate of 150,000 
barrels per day. 

Allocation of the United Kingdom 1 10 
million credit successfully completed. 


September 

5 Justice Mini-Ster GulsluTiynn's clash with 

Parliamentary Justice Commission over 

judicial reform Bill reached crisis pro¬ 
portions, The Shah Intervened; a fact- 
saving compromise w-us found and (he 
Bill approved. 

8 New -Soviet Ambassador* Pegov, arrived. 

9 Delegation of four Iranian women Left to 

attend International Women's Conference 
m Moscow. 

I? Dr, Ardalun left for second London con¬ 

ference on Suez to discuss formation of 
Canal Users' Association. 

Iranian stoop Pulurv; landed garrison on 
Farsi Island. 
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September 

25 World Health Organisation Eastern Medi¬ 

terranean Sub-Committee me cling held 
in Tehran; United Kingdom represented 
bv Sir Eric Pridit. , 

29 (ran joined Suez Canal Users' Association- 
Iranian-Soviet barter trade agreement 
concluded oil traditional lines. 

October 

4 [ran elected to six nv:tuber execute group 

of the Suez Canal Users' Association. 

9 16 Fuel and power +h group of four M-F.s 
(Colonel Lancaster* Sir Robert lioothby 
and Messrs. Callaghan and Neal) spent 
week in Iran, 

13 Government Bill for e-siublishment of a 

National Security Agency (to be headed 
by General Bukhliar) presented lo 
Parliament. 

Justice Minister Gulsha'iyan competed, 
reorganisation of (he Supreme t otrrt. 

14 Party of four senior Ministry of Labour 

officials began three-week tour of United 
Kingdom as guests of Her Majesty's 
Government, 

15—19 Bagdad Pact Counter-Subversion and 
Liaison Committees met in Tehran, 

15 Four members of proscribed Ttideh Party 

sentenced to death, 

17 Iranian-RusSo-Turkish frontier demarcation 
agreement signed. 

17-25 Stale visit by President Chamouu of 
Lebanon. 

22 Seven-man Inter-Parliamentary Union 
delegation from (he United Kingdom led 
by Commander Agnew, M.P„ arrived on 
ten-day visit as guests of Iranian Parlia¬ 
ment 

26 Sixty political prisoners of Tuddi back- 

ground amnestied on Shah's birthdaj 
27-29 Shah attended I rani an-Uni led States naval 
manoeuvres in Persian Gulf. 

31 President Eskantler Mir7ai of Pakistan 
arrived for Leu-day State Visit. 

November 

2 Severe earthquake in Furs. 

5 Conference of Asian members of Bagdad 

Pact in Tehran attended by Prime 
Minister Nuri Said of Iraq, President 
Eskamlcr Miraa and Prime Minister 
Suhrawurdy of Pakistan, and Prime 
Minister Monde res of Turkey, 

8 Communique published by conference 
calling on Britain ami France to cease fire 
in Egypt, 


November 

Military government extended to January 
1957. 

Demagogues Kaxham and Baqa’i: placed 
under restraint for attempting to stimu¬ 
late pro-Egypt!an sentiment and provoke 
agitation, 

19-21 Dr/ Ardalan attended further meeting of 
Asian Bagdad Pact Powers at Bagdad, 

17 After gushing for nearly two months, 
pressure at the Gum oil well dropped to 
nothing and the well was sealed com¬ 
pletely. 

U.5 S75 million International Bank loan 
negotiated in Washington by A, H- 
E-btehaj, director of the Plan Organi¬ 
sation, and required for financing Plan 
projects during the next three years, met 
with stiff pariiamerutary opposition, 

25 Iranian frigate Buhr landed force on Arabi 
Island, removed 46 Saudi military to 
Arabian mainland and left Iranian 
garrison. 

30 About 100.000 people enrolled in auti- 
itliterucy campaign. 

December 

2 Soviet Ambassador Pegov invited twelve 

journalists to Visit Russaa: and, after 
Iranian prevarication and Russian 
pressure, u party left three weeks later. 

5 Iranian Ambassador m Washington, 

together with Ins Turkish, Iraqi und 
Pakistani colleagues, received by Mr. 
Dulles; they- officially requested United 
States to become a full member of the 
Bagdad Pact. 

9 Dr*. Ardalan in course of foreign policy 

spet-ch to Majlcs called for cessation of 
lraqi-Sy riiiis cold war and slated that Iran 
was inviting Middle Hast Government', to 
conference in Tehran to discuss regional 
problems. 

10 First national census placed population at 

18-9 million. 

12 Tenth anniversary of liberation from Soviet 
influence of Azerbaijan celebrated with 
military parade and by press and radio. 

]S Princess Shuhnaz. the Shah's only child by 
ev-Oneen F;tum - h. betrothed to Hugintcr 
Ardeshir Zahedi, the son of General 
Zahedi 

25 Iranian proposal for a regional conference 
rejected by Egypt, Syria, Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia. 

3D U.S. 575 million International Bank loan 
approved by Parliament 
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SAUDMRANIAN RELATIONS 


Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Selwytt Lloyd. {Received April 2) 


(No. 37. Secret) Tehran, 

Sir, March 28. 195 ?. 

Se will N: seen from my despatch No. 36 
of' March 2.' that, as a result of the Shah’s 
visit to Saudi Arabia* there is a prospect of 
a political rapprochement between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran. Hitherto, ever since King 
Sauds visit to Tehran in August 1955, rela¬ 
tions have been somewhat distant, Iranians, 
the Shah included, have tended to regard 
Arabia as rather an outlandish* nouveau 
ruin country with many wrong-headed 
political ideas* and as a dangerous and 
potentially hostile neighbour; the Saudis for 
their part have no doubt been inclined to 
disregard the Iranians as non-Arabs, and 
to despise them as second-class Moslems. 
Moreover, jealousy over the oil production 
and revenues of one being increased at 
the expense of Lhe other has over¬ 
shadow ed their relations, at least from the 
Iranian side. Now, thanks mainly to 
external circumstances, the possibility exists 
Bor the development of greater mutual 
understanding, The two countries have 
certain interests in common to bring them 
together: a genuine fear of Communism; 
heavy dependence on the United States; 
extensive underground and underwater oil 
resources, developed and undeveloped 
which* while they may have led to jealousy 
and suspicion in the past, could provide 
scope for useful collusion; the monarchical 
tradition; the exploitation of the Persian 
Gulf, There is material here for closer 
working arrangements -whether or not 
these lead to the son of " bilateral defence 
pact" about which the Shah has been 
thinking aloud and which 1 understand he 
discussed with my United States colleague 
beiore leaving for Riyadh. Do we want to 
encourage or discourage such tendencies2— 
always remembering that, so far as Iran is 
concerned, what we say could possibly be 
decisive, I do not propose to do more here 
than set out certain reflexions which might 
bear on an eventual answer to that question, 
In doing so, 1 have tried to Lake into account 
the very interesting comments made by 
Sir Michael Wright and Sir Bernard 
Burrows on in) despatch No. 140 of 
December 8, 1956, 


2. Though they are clearly most 
important, it is perhaps not necessary to say 
very much about the broader implications 
of a Saudi-Iranian rapprochement. They 
are so obviously beneficial from a Western 
point of view and so basically—though not 
I daresay superficially—inimical to the 
commuitisanf Arab world that one 
wonders merely whether Saud's pro- 
Egyptian entourage will not ensure that 
they are still-born. I would have thought at 
any rate that the rapprochement with Iraq 
was more important to Saudi Arabia, and 
would probably have to precede any closer 
alignment with Tran. Certainly if we are 
thinking in terms of defence pacts against 
Communism there would not seem to be 
much sense in an arrangement which ’did 
not introduce Iraq—but perhaps by means 
oi a separate bilateral treaty, since a 
tripartite system might savour too much 
from a Saudi viewpoint of entering the 
Bagdad Pact through a back door, 

3. El is. however, over the more parochial 
ispeds of .i Saudi-Iranian line-up that 
doubts may be felt to arise. What, we may 
well ask, may this portend for the future of 
the Persian Gulf Sheikhdoms and Oman? 
Could it be that the Shah., having failed to 
scare us by reference to the Saudi Arabian 
bogey into giving anything away to him, is 
now wondering whether it would not pay 
him better to make Ills peace with the bogey 
man and join with him in shaking the tree 
from which the ripe plums will, he is con¬ 
vinced. eventually drop? If this Is really 
his line of thought t I think that wondering 
is probably just about as far as he has at 
present got. I may indeed be attributing to 
him motives which have not—or not yet— 
entered fully into his calculations But I 
cannot help suspecting that something more 
than the obvious advantages which meet 
the eye has played a part in his idea of a 
bilateral defence pact, it is at least dear 
that the Saudis are not likely ever to bo able 
to Jo much to help Iran against Communist 
aggression, or increase the help which Iran 
may yet hope to got from the West. 

l What does seem fairly obvious is that, 
whatever the Shah's intentions may be, a 
close working arrangement between Iran 
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and Saudi Arabia would eventually bring 
both countries up against the problem of 
the British-protected sheikhdoms in the 
Gulf. The consequences of Lhis would not 
be necessarily at once inimical to our 
interests. At the moment we are faced with 
a paradoxical situation, Saudi Arabia* with 
whom we are not on speaking terms, is, I 
understand, well disposed towards the 
independent rulers of North-Easi Arabia, 
with the exception of Abu Dhabi and 
Muscat; and the Sheikhs, with the same 
exceptions, are anxious* no doubt for 
reasons of self-preservation* to maintain 
amicable relations with King Saud. Iran, 
on the other hand, with whom we are in 
alliance, regards the Sheikhdoms as rickety 
relics of British imperialism, is scornful, 
partly through ignorance, of their inde¬ 
pendence, and casts longing eyes on Bahrain 
and certain other islands in the Gulf; while 
the Sheikhs think* know and care little about 
Tom, T he immediate effect of any pooling of 
ideas between the Shah and Saud on the 
Subject of the Gulf—apart from bilateral 
agreements about the Continental Shelf— 
might therefore well be to introduce some 
sanity into the thinking of both sides. King 
Sand could certainly help the Shah to learn 
some of the facts of life about Bahrain; the 
Shah might well be ready to exercise a 
restraining influence on Saud in the matter 
of Burrrimi, though he did once say to me 
that he thought the eastward expansion of 
Saudi Arabia was inevitable The longer 
term consequences are admittedly more 
problematical It is hard not to believe 
that both would not sooner or later find a 
common interest in upsetting the British 
connection of these small Slates, with a view 
to eventually swallowing them up—though 
here their interests might well diverge once 
more. 

5. It is, of course, possible to dismiss these 
fears as fanciful. Iran arid Saudi Arabia 
may both be big and (actually or potentially) 
rich, but they are flabby. Neither is in a 
position to risk major military adventures* 
We are not proposing lo relinquish our 
responsibilities in the Gulf except in the face 
of force; and the force is not (here. But 
these arguments* though in a sense true* 
may not be valid in practice. Recent events 
have shown that another force* the force of 
public opinion, has unsuspected vigour. If 
I vat] and Saudi Arabia were so minded they 
could between them make life very 
uncomfortable lor us in the Gulf, Worse, 
ihey could put us in a position where 
We had to choose between abandoning 


our position there, or facing a great 
deterioration m our relations with them <1 
am assuming that our relations with Saudi 
Arabia will have been restored in the fairly 
near future?. And in taking this course they 
would not have to do any tiling which would 
outrage world opinion* The United States, 
in particular* with excellent relations with 
both States, would on present showing be 
loth to exercise any strong restraining in¬ 
fluence, And this is not all In his despatch 
No, 25 of March 7 Sir Bernard Burrows 
has suggested that the Ruler of Bahrain 
dearly does not find his British connection 
sufficiently rewarding. In circumstances 
such as those described above, it would 
surely seem less and less attractive, not only 
to him but to other Gulf Rulers, Indeed* 
in the long run, a policy of “ what 1 have 
I hold “ might end up by losing us both our 
“ spec in 3 position ” and our friendship with 
Iran ;tnd Saudi Arabia, with no compen¬ 
sating benefit whatever. 

6. This brings me to the question of what 
I assume our long-term policy aims to be. 
Naturally* we want to preserve our Interests 
in the Gulf, We want to maintain freedoEii 
of navigation, increase the flow of trade* 
ensure our oil supplies -whether from 
Kuwait or Bahrain* Iran. Basra or Qatar— 
and continue arrangements which give 
powerful support to sterling and our balance 
of payments. We also want to honour 
our engagements, which incidentally means 
keeping the Saudis out of Buruimi and 
points cast, and the Iranians (this should 
not prove difficult!) out of Bahrain. 
Finally, we warn to maintain, the Bagdad 
Pact in full vigour, and make our peace with 
as big a slice of the Arab world as we can 
as soon as w f e can, 

7. Then (here is the question of means, 
h the best way of preserving our interests 
in the Gulf to hold on inflexibly to our 
present position* regardless of conse¬ 
quences? At the moment we are committed 
to the defence of independent Stales* some 
rich, some poor, all w ithout adequate means 
of defence o:i their own. Are w r e in a posi¬ 
tion to discharge these obligations? We 
have done so—at great political cost—in 
Buraimi; but Ibis is not only a military 
problem. For political reasons the answer, 
,it least in small matters, appears at present 
Lo be "'Nod’ We find ourselves unwilling to 
enforce the claims of the Ruler of Kuwait, 
against ban. because Iran is an ally, and 
against Saudi Arabia* because Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait are friends. May this not 
happen once too often? Can we really rely 
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on maintaining our interests in the Gulf by 
holding on to positions we may not be able 
adequately to defend even in a physical 
sense? Do we not, in (he event of a show¬ 
down, run the risk of being unable to fulfil 
our commitments towards those States we 
are pledged lo protect, while at the same 
time b> our very presence (albeit more 
spiritual than material) alienating the 
sympathies of those against whom we are 
railing to protect them? These reflections 
lead me to the inexorable conclusion that 
the most important dement in pre- 
smin.ii our interests in the Gulf is the 
establishment and maintenance of cordial 
relations with Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia.. 
The rest, though important, must be 
secondary, 

8. How can this be reconciled with our 
commitments md our obligations? 3, for 
one, am quite clear that it must be. It 
would do us iio good if, in courting the big, 
we let the little ones go to the walk But 
before Saudi Arabia and Iran get together 
too closely or become rich enough to take 
effective initiatives to oust us, should we not 
try to gel them jointly, perhaps with Iraq, 
and with American support, to underwrite 
the independence and territorial integrity 
(including sea beds 1 of the independent Stales 
in return for which the States themselves 
would be associated with any defence 
arrangements and our protective political 
relationships, though not our economic 
arrangements, notably as regards oil and 
oil revenues, would be progressively ter¬ 
minated? I do not underrate the formidable 
obstacles in the way of this objective, 
Bumimi, Bahrain and (if Iraq were included! 
perhaps Kuwait would rise up to bedevil 
our discussions. But, at least so far as Iran 
is concerned, it would be better to deal with 
them jointly rather than individually, The 
definition of sea beds would involve hard 
bargaining for the reasons given by Sir 
Bernard Burrows m his despatch No, 12 of 
January 24. but u would be more promising 
in the context 1 have suggested than in 
isolation I realise, too, linn the Rulers 
themselves might have much to say; but 
to the extent that they continue to seek our 
protection—and had opportunities to make 
It clear that this was their genuine wish 
and not our wishful thinking—we should 
have more than half made our case at least 
in Iranian—and American—eyes; and 
“ l progressive " could come to mean H very 
slowly indeed “ It might also be objected 


that, with countries like Iran and Saudi 
Arabia, the underwriting was worth the 
paper it was written on and no more. But if 
the arrangements could obtain United States 
hacking, and receive the sanction of the 
Uncled Nations, I believe they would stand 
a reasonable chance of being observed. 
None of it would be easy, or pleasant; but 
would u not be preferable to the alternative 
of seeing our political position rotting away t 
our extremely important economic interests 
threatened, and making bad blood all round 
in the process? lam steadily coming round 
to the belief that in the long run the preserva¬ 
tion of our vital economic interests in 
Kuwait, Iran and the Gulf Sheikhdoms, and 
with them our strategic interests in the area, 
will depend on tire progressive transfer of our 
direct political responsibilities for the small 
Gull Sheikhdoms to Saudi Arabia, Iran and 
Iraq— with all due safeguards both for our 
own interests and those of the sheikhdoms 
themselves. And the better we can make 
our relations with the three major Gulf 
Powers and the relations between those 
Powers themselves, the more effective these 
safeguards will be, 

9. ! have strayed very far off my course, 
and into the rather distant future. 
Return!dig, in conclusion, to the present. 1 
submit that we should not oppose, but 
should, on the contrary, discreetly 
encourage, closer relationships between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. We should show 
interest in, and keenly watch the develop¬ 
ment of, any idea of a. bilateral defence pact, 
We should also, incidentally, welcome any 
informal contacts between the Shah and cer¬ 
tain Gulf Sheikhs like that reported in 
the interesting despatch No. 7 of February 
26 from the Political Agent at Dubai to the 
Political Resident at Bahrain—contacts 
which can give the Sheikhs a better under¬ 
standing of the Bagdad Fact and the Shah 
<f would hope) a better appreciation of the 
value which the Sheikhs attach to the 
British connection, Finally, we should lake 
anv opportunity which presents itself of 
restoring diplomatic relations, and resuming 
conversations with Saudi Arabia. 

10, 1 am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Bagdad, Bah¬ 
rain, Kuwait and Washington, and to the 
Political Office with the Middle East Forces, 
Nicosia. 

3 have, &c. 

R. B. STEVENS, 
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POLITICAL REPORT ON IRAN FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 1956 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. SelwyH Lloyd. [Received January 22 j 

(No. 17. Confidential) Tehran , 

January IS. 1957. 

] have tlie honour to submit my report on events during the last quarter of 
1956, which was remarkable for Iranian activity and initiative in the field of foreign 
affairs. The quarter began with Iran’s election to the six-member executive group 
of Lhe Suez Canal Users” Association, 3 here followed State visits from Presidents 
Chamoun of the Lebanon and Eskander Mira of Pakistan, and the holding of the 
Tehran conference of the Asian Baghdad Pact Powers. I his conference 
undoubtedly did much to preserve the structure of the Baghdad Pact arid helped 
to quieten a mi-British opinion in Iraq and Pakistan as well as in Iran, Late 
November saw the expulsion of a Saudi garrison from the Island of Aim hi and its 
occupation bv Iranian naval forces. In earls December Iran, together with her 
three Asian Baghdad Pact Allies, officially requested the United States to consider 
joining the Pact. Lastly, in mid-December, Iran rather hurriedly suggested that a 
conference of Middle Fast Powers be held in Tehran to consider regional problems, 
a suggestion which came to nought owing to Egyptian-Syrian opposition. 

2. Otherwise, internal security was well maintained by the Military 
Governmenti and, after a show of fierce opposition, a t. .S.S75 million International 
Bank loan for the Seven -year Plan Organisation was approved by Parliament. 


Internal Affairs 

3, Throughout the quarter, and particularly curing the difficult weeks of the 
Suez crisis, internal security was well maintained. There was no doubt that the 
British action in Egypt stirred up anti-British feelings and a sense of outrage at the 
Anglo-French attack on other Moslems in the country at large, and that it 
stimulated and focussed the emotional Anglophobia which colours the views of 
many middle class and educated Iranians. But fortunately the authorities, and 
particularly the Military Government in Tehran, blocked virtually all means of 
communication between the anti-British intellectuals and (he potentially anti 
British masses; and, so, the head was denied opportunities to articulate my anti- 
British movement of the bodv. The extremist politicians and mullahs, exemplified 
by the demagogues BaqaM and Kasbani. were placed under temporary restraint 
as soon as they attempted to start anti-British agitation; a budding pro-Egyptian 
students’ movement was immediately and effectively nipped by the University Rector, 
Dr, Fqbal; the Govern merit-con trolled radio followed t cautious line, and the 
authorities were able lo discourage the holding of any public meetings During 
the first days of the crisis some freedom was allowed the Press, which adopted 
a generally anti-British kmc, hut the reins were lightened after the Ambassador and 
Press Officer had expressed their concern to the Prime Minister and Minister of 
the Interior respectively about sensational headlines. Throughout the crisis period 
the Shah and his Government dearly realised that if as a result of our action in 
Ejiypl anti-British or pro-Egyptian demonstrations got out of hand, it might spelt the 
end of a regime which has staked its future on the Baghdad Pact including inter alia 
association with Britain. In this connexion, the Tehr m conference ot the four Asian 
Baghdad Pact powers during the first week of November provided the Government 
with a splendid opportunity to create a dh ersion. The Shah, in reply to a telegram 
sent by the leading Shi’a divine, lhe aged Bin ujerdi. enquiring what was being done 
to help Egypt, was able to point out that the four-power communique calling on the 
British and French for an immediate cease-fire had been quickly followed by the 
cease-fire itself. 

4„ Action against the Tudch Party continued, ft bis by now been reduced to a 
precarious and fragmentary underground existence, but (here is evidently some life 
kfl in the cells.. During October a military tribunal sentenced four party members 
to death and eight others to heavy terms of imprison me nL while in December arrests 
of I'udeh members were made in Tehran and Tabriz Brain washing of prisoners 
with a Tudeh background continued, and on the Shah** birthday some 60 of those 
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considered clean were amnestied. Some evidence accumulated that former members 
of Musaddeq's nationalist Iran Parly were banding together for mutual co-operation 
and future political action. But they are moving cautiously and do no: yet appear 
to present more than a potential threat to the regime or to British interests. However 
an edition of their clandestine journal the Rah i Musaddeq appeared containing 
a hitter attack on Her Majesty's Government s Egyptian policy and suggesting that 
the Iranian Government's attitudes had been arranged merely to please Sir Anthony 
Eden and Her Majesty The Queen, 

5. in Parliament, interest centered on a show of rather fierce opposition from 
both houses to a bill approving a U.S.S75 million loan from the International Bank 
to the Seven-year Plan Organisation iS.Y.P.Ol. to be used for financing 
development projects during the next two or three years. This opposition drew 
together, although for different reasons, conservative supporters of the regime and its 
nationalist and radical critics, it ,iiso has helped to give something of a rough 
shape to a corporate personality in the 19th Majles which, however, remains as weak 
in leadership as in principle. A main cause of hostility to the loan Jay in the fact 
that it was negotiated by Abdul Husain Ebtehaj, the Seven-year Plan Organisation 
director who is* unhappily, detested by nearly everyone. Other sources of opposition 
were the traditional Iranian distrust of foreign loans and suspicion that this loan 
would lead to foreign supervision, claims that the loan was too large and would 
demand too heavy an amortisation, and fears that the loan, because tied to no 
particular project would be frittered away on further plans and paper schemes. 
However, it was general I \ known that the Shah supported the bill and that when 
he cracked the whip it would lie passed by Parliament. He did so just before 
Christmas, and almost immediately the bill was passed by both houses with only a 
few votes against. But in the preceding month Parliament, by digging its, heels in 
and demonstrating hostility towards the loan, was able to make a passive and 
typically Iranian show of protest against Ebtehaj. the Government and against 
Ebtehajs patron, the Shah. There are indications that the development programme, 
and perhaps hv association the British and foreign companies working on its major 
projects, will be subjected to political attacks in Parliament and elsewhere. 

6. Other points of note were a severe earthquake in Pars, the opening of an 
anti-illiteracy campaign in which about 100,000 people eagerly enrolled, the holding 
of the first national census which set the population at IK-9 million, and the betrothal 
of the Shah’s only child. Princess Shahnaz. to General Zahedi’s son, Ardeshir. 

Economic and Financial Affairs 

7. Little harmful effect had been caused by the end of the year to the Iranian 
economy by the blocking of the Suez t anal other than a somewhat slower rate of 
turnover at the ports. However, it became known that the Consortium may have to 
cut back immediate future oil production on account of the shortage of tankers, 
m\ action which will cause a corresponding decrease in Iran's oil revenues. The 
oil well near Guru, which struck oil at the end of August and gushed violently for 
many weeks, finally sealed itself in mid-November, 

8. As far as major projects were concerned, good progress continued on the 
Ahwaz-Tehran pipeline, which is now nearing the capita], and on laying the eastern 
arm of the Trans-Iranian Railway, which was driven forward to Meshed. After 
long delay and much procrastination a dozen of MowlenYs road contracts were 
approved by the Minister of Roads, but a number of other Mowlem’s contracts 
remain outstanding. In October, after the dismissal of Engineer Hami. Under¬ 
secretary of the Ministry of Roads and pertinacious opponent of Mowiems. for 
continued obstruction of the Seven-year Plan Organisation’s road programme, the 
position of Mowlems appeared somewhat improved. But they remain in a delicate 
situation, exposed to attacks. 

9. Iran’s financial situation improved considerably. The foreign exchange 
reserves mounted and the budget was kept balanced. Revenues increased with 
prosperity, increasing oil revenues balanced the reduced flow of American aid and 
expenditure was kepi lower than had been anticipated. But the equilibrium 
remains precarious. The Unemotional Bank 575 million loan, mentioned above 
as being approved in late December, has secured the financial basis or the Seven-year 
Plan Organisation for the next two to three years. In addition Iran received an 
Export-Import Bank loan of about 55 million for the purchase of United States 
manufactured road-building machinery and equipment, and it was announced th.il 
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United States financial aid to Iran would amount to S52 5 million in 1957 5K. Of 
this amount, which does not include military aid, some SI 2 million will be spent on 
Point IV activities and salaries and the remainder will be available to finance 
development projects. 

Foreign Affairs 

10, Events during the quarter emphasised the pro-Western alignment oj 
present Iranian foreign policy, The period began with Iran’s election to the six- 
member executive group of the Suez Cana! Users Association, li saw a joint and 
official I ran ian-Iraqi-TurcO-Pakistani request made in Washington for United States 
adherence to the Baghdad Pact; and ended with an Egyptian rejection of the 
Iranian invitation to’ a Middle East regional conference to be held in Tehran, 
ostensibly on the grounds of Iranian aggression against Saudi Arabia but probably 
because the triman suggestion of a conference was regard^ as a. British-inspired 
initiative. 

1J. Tht. 1 Mate visit of President Chamoun of the Lebanon having been 
amicably concluded in late October with the promise of greater cultural co-operation 
between the two countries, there arrived on his heels, and simultaneously with 
the Israeli offensive in Sinai, the President of Pakistan. General I skander Mirza 
with his Iranian-bom wife. At President Eskander Mirza's prompting «he 
Iranian Government called a meeting of the Asian members of the Baghdad 
Pact to concert a common poliev over the Suez crisis. At this conference the 
Shah took the lead for Iran with the Prime Minister. M, Ala. and the Foreign 
Minister, Dr, Ardalan. Iraq was represented by Prime Minister Nun Said and 
Turkey by Prime Minister Menderes, white the Pakistani delegation comprised 
the President together with Prime Minister Suhr.iwardy and Foreign Minister 
Sir Firuz NooirKhan. On the 8th of November the conference produced a 
communique calling, infer cr/m, on the British and French to cease lire in F-gypt. 
Behind the scenes there were frequent consultations w ith Her Majesty s Ambassador 
which enabled him to obtain modifications of the wording of the communique and 
to concert a reply by Her Majesty's Government in terms satisfactory to the four 
Powers. The Tehran conference was followed by a similar conference held in 
Baghdad from the 19th to ths 21st of November, with Iran represented by 
Dr! Ardalan, The latter conference appeared mainly concerned with the lb rest 
developing from the prq-Soviet alignment in Syria, and doubtless was one of the 
factors which drew from Washington on the 30th of November ,i statement 
reaffirming United States support for the Asian Baghdad Pact Powers 

12. In addition to this close Iranian co-operation with her Asian H ighd id 
Pact Allies, was the single-handed and hurriedly-mounted Iranian initiative in 
inviting eight Middle Eastern Powers to a conference in Tehran to discuss region if 
differences. This invitation was announced by Dr. Ardalan on the 9th of December 
in a speech to the Majtes during which he called for a cessation of the Iraqi-Syrian 
cold war. Owing to Egyptian hostility the invitation fizzled out rather damply. 

11 While the Iranian connexion with Britain was subject to considerable 
strain United Stytes-lranian relations undoubtedly improved, The American 
attitude towards the Anglo-French intervention in Egypt was generally welcomed 
an d regarded as correct. In retrospect many Iranians le!t that the British failure 
either to seize the Canal or unhorse Nasser heralded diminishing British, and 
increasing American influence, in the Middle East. There were suggestions that the 
Shah {after, rather than during, the crisis) was thinking on these lines -as of course 
were the many habitual opponents of Britain in Iran. Nevertheless, the Shah and 
his Government stood hv us well at the Lime of the Suez crisis, both by allowing 
only a minimum of anti-British criticism to be heard in public and in keeping Her 
Majesty^ Ambassador Informed of developments during the Teh ran conference, 
ti appeared that if the position in Iraq can be held, and if we can show proof of our 
intention to provide solid support to the military and economic aims of the Baghdad 
Pact organisation, then the Shah and Iranian Government will welcome the 
continuation of the British alliance. Meanwhile, our commercial and social relations 
with Iranians appeared unimpaired. In October four Iranian labour officials paid 
a successful visit to the United Kingdom at the invitation of Her Majesty's 
Government; a group of four Members of Parliament particular!} interested in fuel 
and power visited Tran and just before the Suez crisis reached its climax a seven- 
man British Inter-Parliamentary Union delegation spent 10 days in this country as 
the guests of the Majtes and Senate. 
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14, T he Iranian Government clearly hoped for greater American support* 
particularly in the military field where—Its the Shah has been remarking—their 
com rib at ion of arms and equipment to date has been very minor, particularly if 
compared with Russian deliveries to Egypt or even Syria Such a consideration* 
underlined by the apparent British setback in the Middle Last. emphasised the 
general desirability, from the Iranian point of view, of the United States adherence 
lo the Baghdad Pad. 

15* On the day-to-day level United States-]rarfian relations were supported 
by the holding of joint manoeuvres in the Persian Gulf attended by the Shah (a 
joint Anglo-Iranian naval exercise arranged for November had to he cancelled 
because of the Sue/ crisis), by the celebration of the iOOth anniversary of the opening 
of United States'Iranian relations with the American presentation to the Iranian 
Government of a short-wave radio transmitter and by the announcement that 
United States financial aid to Iran for 1957 would amount to U.S.552. 5 million. 

16. Soviet activities were subdued. However, in December the Soviet 
Embassy succeeded in overcoming initial Iranian resistance to the despatch of a 
group of Iranian journalists on a tour of Russia, evidently with a view to countering 
the setback to Soviet prestige caused by the events in Hungary. It is. significant that 
these journalists, most of whom were quite junior* were received by Marshal 
Bulganin himself Other developments were the conclusion of an Iranian-Russo- 
Turk is]) frontier demarcation agreement in October* the visit of an Iranian football 
team to the Caucasus in November and the absence in Russia during December of 
Ambassador Pegov* who had only arrived in September. The main plank of 
overt Soviet policy in Iran remained that of offering technical assistance for 
economic development* 1 his offer, which had been raised with the Shah on his visit 
to Moscow in June, has been mentioned by Mr, Pegov in public declarations in 
Tehran (and presumably in his private discussions with the Iranian authorities! and 
was also referred to in a Radio Moscow broadcast made on ihe Shall 5 birthday, 
October 26, 

17. Relations with Turkey and Pakistan remained steady and friendly. In 
mid-October meetings of the Baghdad Pact Counter-Subversion and Liaison 
Committees were held in Tehran, and a few minor advances were made on this 
front. 

IN. In (he Persian Gulf, Iran initiated a more forward policy. In October it 
became known that the Iranian naval stoop Putting had landed a body of troops 
on the island of Farsi, The Foreign Minister, m reply to a protest by this Embassy 
concerning the occupation of Farsi, which in Her Majesty & Government's view 
belongs to Kuwait, vigorously maintained that no alienation of immemorial Iranian 
sovereignty over Farsi had ever taken place. The Saudi Arabians also protested 
at the Eranian action and took the step of occupying the island of Arab), which in 
our opinion also belongs to Kuwait ( though we would be prepared to recognise Saudi 
sovereignty over Arabi in return for Saudi recognition of Kuwaiti sovereignty over 
Farsi)* A week or (wo bier, during the second half of November* Arabi was 
Captured by Iranians landed from the sloop Rohr. [he Saudi garrison was returned 
to the mainland and an Iranian garrison left on the island. This incident* which 
has apparently deeply incensed King Saud* is symptomatic of Iranian ambitions for 
hegemony in the Persian Gulf and a growing awareness that rich oil reserves may he 
henealh the continental shelf. 

19. | Ltm copying this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 

Washington, Ankara, Baghdad and Karachi* the Head of the Political Office with 
the Middle East Forces. Nicosia, Development Division. Beirut, and (he 
Commander-in-Chief. East Indies Station. 

I have* Ac. 

ROGER STEVENS. 
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EP 1822/1 No. 5 

THE 1956 CENSUS OF IRAN 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd , t Received March 22> 

(No, 29, Restricted) Tehran, 

Sjj March / 2. 1957. 

I have the honour to report that in December 1956 the first national census 
Of modern times was taken in Iran This census gave the population of the country 
as 18,944*821. 

2. I enclose as appendices: O 

(o) Notes on the population figures obtained through this census, 

(j&) A statistical table showing all towns of over 8*000 people, their populations 
and the populations of their surrounding regions, 

2, The following general points about the population of this country arc 
worthy of note: 

(a) The authorities admit that the census figures arc minimal and subject to 
an error of up to If) per cent.; and it is generally believed that the true 
population of Iran is nearer to 20 million than to 19 million. 

t&l Tehran and its surrounding region now account for 10 per cent of the 
population. Since 1929 Tehran has increased its population, largely at 
the expense of the provinces* particularly Azerbaijan* by about five 
times to a total of I r 5 million. 

Ic) The town population of Khuzestan has grown quickly during Ihe last three 
decades as a result of the exploitation of oil and the development of 
communications in that province. 

(d) 80-85 per cent, of all Iranians still live and work in the country. 

(<?) Iran is a country of numerous races and tribes with Ihe Persian-speaking 
Iranian element comprising only about 40 per cent, of thu population. 

if) Superficially there does not seem to be a major problem of over or under 
population in this country (apart from the political and social 
consequences of the sudden growth of Tehran)* but problems may be 
developing beneath the surface, for example, in such densely populated 
regions as Gil an and Mazandef&n as a result of (he preventive medicine 
campaigns which have been undertaken during the past H> years and 
(he falling death rate. 

3 am sending copies of this despatch, with enclosures, to (he Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade* and the Joint Intelligence 
Committee, 

I have, &c, 

ROGER STEVENS, 


O Nat printed 
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EP 10125/f No. A 

THE SHAH OF IRAN’S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. (Received March 261 


(No. 36. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, March 23 t 195?. 

I have the honour to report that the Shah 
of Iran returned to Tehran on March 18 
after a six-day visit to Saudi Arabia on 
which he was accompanied by some thirty 
officiate including the Foreign Minister, 
Dr, Ardalan; the Minister of Court. 
Dr, Eqbal; and the President of the Senate, 
Mr. Taqizadeh. The party flew in an 
Iranian Airways D.C.4 direct to Riyadh 
where they spent three days and nights. 
They subsequently flew to Jed da travelling 
by car to Mecca, then to Medina, returning 
to Riyadh on March 17 for one night hefore 
leaving for Iran, 

2. As a display of Saudi wealth and 
hospitality the visit seems to have been an 
unparalleled success. I have received from 
the two Ministers involved the most 
glowing accounts of the splendours of the 
Royal Palaces at Riyadh. Medina and 
Jed da and the refinements of taste, service 
and attention which they encountered 
everywhere. They found awaiting them in 
every suite large refrigerators lilted with 
bottles of Coca Cola; the ultra-modern 
bathrooms were equipped not merely with 
the usual facilities, hut also with razors, 
combs, toothbrushes, and bottles of Roger 
and Gal let eau de cologne. At the official 
banquets three or four hundred guests 
were seated at magnificent gilded tables of 
French or Italian origin in illuminated 
halls; at Jedda there were no less than 
twenty-five chandeliers in a row. What 
most attracted the professional eye of 
Dr. Eqbal was firstly the remarkable 
standard of service and efficiency at these 
entertainments, and secondly the harmony 
and discipline which prevailed within the 
Royal Family, If he is able to improve 
local practices in either of these two respects 
I wish him good luck. The Shah for his 
part professes to be shocked by the absence 
of expenditure on schools and social 
welfare. 

3. While a good deal of the visit was 
spent in ceremonies, both secular and 
religious, time was also allowed for politic id 


discussions. The party appear to have 
returned with a fairly favourable view of 
the state of mind of King Saud and a highly 
unflattering picture of Yusuf Vasin. 
Dr. Ardaktn. who spent much longer with 
the latter than was good for him, compared 
him to the pop-eyed devil in the Iranian 
mystery plays or tazzieh. He seemed like 
** an old-fashioned terror"' and obviously 
aroused nightmarish boyhood memories. 
Nor did he have anything good to say about 
Yusuf Yasins political views, hi the 
course of a Song conversation, in which 
Dr. Ardulan had avoided the subject, Yusuf 
Vasin brought up (he question of the 
Bagdad Pact: delivered a violent attack 
upon it, demanded that Into should 
withdraw from it and then expressed 
satisfaction that Iran should operate as 
shield against Communism in the Middle 
East, When Dr, Art! a Ian said that this was 
precisely what they were trying to do and 
must he allowed to choose their own way 
of doing it, Yusuf Vasin had no reply, but 
waved aside any idea That Syria constituted 
a danger, declaring that the country where 
Communism realty flourished was the 
Lebanon, These two spent the whole last 
night of The visit drafting the innocuous 
final communique* (he text of which is 
enclosed.! i This was largely, according to 
Dr, Ardalan. his own work. Yusuf Vasin 
first produced a text which was totally 
unsuitable, full of references to Bandoeng 
and other subjects which I am glad to say 
the Iranians find somewhat nauseating, 

4, King Saud by contrast appears to 
have heen most reasonable. Though he 
complained that one of its members 
attacked a fellow Arab country he did not 
otherwise criticise the Bagdad Pact: he 
expressed deep concern about Egypt and 
Syria, particularly the latter; and he spoke 
warmly of improved relations with Iraq, 
saving incidentally that the fact that they 
had been able to get together as oil 
producers had already been useful to Saudi 
Arabia financially An attempt was made 
to gel the Iranians to agree that the Gulf of 
Aqaba should be regarded as an inland 
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Arab sea; this they successfully evaded on 
the ground that it was a technical question, 
that it would require study and would have 
to be settled in accordance with United 
Nations principles and so forth, I have the 
strong impression that they have no 
intention whatever of giving any substantial 
support to the Arab thesis on tins question. 

5, The Shah has returned full of ideas 
about a bilateral Saudi-Irunian defence 
pact, which would help to formalise the 
detachment of Saudi Arabia from Egypt 
and Syria and improve the standing of the 
Bagdad Pact in the Arab world, tit would 
also, one is tempted to suspect, strengthen 
the position of both Countries vh-a-vi\ the 
British-protected Sheikhdoms m the Gulf.) 
He claims to have received some encourage¬ 
ment while in Saudi Arabia for these ideas. 
But 1 gather from Dr. Ardalan that it is 
all very much in the air and if anything 
is to come of it the Iranians will have to 
take the initiative and do most of the spade 
work, 

6, The two Kings also had some 
conversations about the future of the 
islands of Farsi and Arab! on which 1 have 
already reported separately by telegram. 

7, Finally, they discussed the future 
of Saudi-Brhteh relations. King Saud 
apparently said that he recognised that 
Her Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom had a legitimate interest in the 


Middle East. This was one of the facts of 
life which he did not dispute. His quarrel 
with the British arose firstly over Buraimi 
and^ secondly over Suez, These were, for 
him, deep and serious issues. He added, 
however, that estrangements should not 
last for ever and hinted that he 
would not be averse (o a resumption of 
relations. He coupled this with a suggestion 
that it would make things much easier if 
the British were able to make a concrete 
proposal—presumably regarding Burnimi, 
To this the Shah apparently suggested that 
there should be a resumption of negotiation 
—though whether about procedure, 
substance or merely the restoration of 
diplomatic relations is not entirely dear. 
Since his return he has suggested, privately, 
to my counsellor, that he believes that if it 
were possible for us to have informal 
overtures with the Saudis in some third 
country (Switzerland, for example, where he 
believed there was a responsible Saudi 
representative) we would find them ready 
to talk about the resumption of diplomatic 
relations without preliminary conditions. 

8. li am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Ankara, 
Bagdad. Bahrain, Beirut, Berne. Karachi. 
Washington and to the Political Office with 
the Middle East Forces, Nicosia, 

I have. &c. 

ROGER STEVENS. 
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EP 1111/7 No. 7 

IRANIAN BUDGET FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING MARCH 1L 1957 

Sir Roger Sfevens to Mr. S4twyn Uoyd. {Received Apnt Ji 

(No, 3® E. Confidentiab Tehran, 

Sir, March SO, 1957. 

1 have the honour to enclose detailsl 1 ) of budget estimates for the Iranian year 
beginning March 21. 1957. which were recently submitted to Parliament by the 
Government and have since been approved with only minor changes, i also enclose 
a summary of the estimates for this year and the previous year. 

2. The Governments performance during the year which has just ended 
looks like being quite satisfactory. Although the figures available are scanty and 
unreliable, revenues other than oil appear to have reached 13 5 billion fiats, showing 
an increase of one-third on the previous year, mainly as a result of a rise in customs 
receipts, which in turn reflected the country's growing commercial prosperity. 
There appears, on (he other hand, to have been little improvement in the receipts 
from direct taxation. Expenditure, which looks like being of the order of 18 billion 
rials, was over l billion rials smaller than had been budgeted for. The gap between 
ordinary revenues anti expenditure has been met its to roughly half from the oil 
revenues and rather less than half from United States aid iwhich amounted to 
some S35 million or nearly 2 billion rials k The Government is likely to end the year 
with a balanced budget after Aid or, at rhe worst, a small deficit. 

3. The budget for the new Iranian vear balances on paper at a figure of 
21 billion rials—an increase of IB per cent: over last year. What appears to have 
happened, however, is that the Minister of Finance has been obliged to agree to a 
higher level of expenditure than he thought feasible and that revenues have had to be 
very optimisticallv assessed in order to balance the estimates. The main increases 
in expenditure have been in the field of education, health, agriculture and 
communications, There have also been badly needed pay improvements for some 
categories of civil servants. In particular, those serving in the provinces are to he 
given a bonus in order to counteract the present reluctance to serve outside Tehran. 
A windfall of £1 million, arising from the repayment of the shares in the First Oil 
Exploration Company, is to be used to increase the capital of the Agricultural 
Mortgage and Building Banks. 

4 Thu revenue figures appear highly optimistic. The anticipated oil revenues 
stand at the same figure us Inst year, which seems on the high side since while 
production will increase the Ministry of Finance's share of the revenues will fall 
Last year the Ministry enjoyed the whole of the revenue from oil production in 
excess of the guaranteed figure. But this year the Consortium arc reluctant to agree 
to an increase in oil production above the guaranteed figure in view ol the fact that 
the development programme which they have in mind will take several years to 
carry out, that thev arc nearing the ceiling of production with existing facilities and 
that thev must keep something in hand to maintain an increase in oil production 
during the next two or three years. The amount which the Government hope to get 
out of ihe National Iranian Oil Company is even more optimistic since the Ministry 
of Finance have so far only been able to squeeze a small sum out of the NJ.O.Cs 
budget and the company -ire committed to heavy expenditure at Qum. It seems 
equally optimistic to assume, as the Government have done, that they can double the 
vidd of direct taxes. Finally United Stales aid is likely to he on a small scale. 
Washington has so far set its face against the provision of any funds for budget 
support as such and the best that the Iranians can hope for is that some SI2 million 
will be made available for what is in fact, if not in name, budget support; also 
perhaps for a further gift of surplus commodities similar to the one which was made 
List year and which would provide some $5 million for the support of the military 
budget. 

5. It looks, therefore, as though the Iranians may be faced with a budget defied 
during the coming \car and we can expect further appeals to the Consortium or to 
the United Stales Government. The latter are likely to be received very critically 
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since, apart From the growing dislike with which Congress view the foreign aid 
programme, the United Stales Government are by no means satisfied with the efforts 
which the Iranians have made to put their house in Order. Their performance during 
1956 was a considerable improvement on that of previous years and the Minister 
of Finance* Mr, Foruhar. deserves credit for his efforts, hut the final outcome was 
perhaps as much a matter of luck as of judgment. And the Government still show 
no signs of attempting a radical overhaul of their budget and their las collecting 
system. In particular there es no indication that they intend to carry out the 
recommendations made by American and British lax consultants alike that ihcj 
should adopt a tax on farm land and urban property as being the most feasible form 
of direct taxation. 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Treasury, to the 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, to the Export 
Credits Guarantee Department, to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Washington, to the 
Middle East Development Division, Beirut and to the Political Office, Middle East 
Forces. 

1 have. &e. 

R B. STEVENS. 
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SUMMARY OF THE IRANIAN BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE YEARS 
BEGINNING MARCH 1956 AND MARCH 195? 


Revenue 

Income Tax ... . 

Tax on Petroleum Products 
Tax on Industrial Alcohol ... 
Tobacco Monopoly 
Sugar Tax ... 

Customs Duties 
Oil Revenues 
Receipts from N.I.O.C. 

Other Revenue . 

Total Revenue 

Expenditure 
Ministry of War 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs 
Ministry of Education 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Road Mai Mai nance 
Ministry of Health .. 

Ministry of Finance 
Tobacco Monopoly 
Ports and Navigation 
Civil Aviation 
Railway Construction 
Other Expenditure 
Total Expenditure ... 


Year beginning 

Year he ginning 

March 1956 

March 1957 

(in millions 

(in millions 

of rialsl 

of rials) 

1340 

U 50 

2.450 

1,530 

400 

835 

2.900 

3,400 

450 

1,000 

4>75 

6,530 

2,025 

2.025 

K000 

1.400 

1 *659 

2,550 

15.784 

21.715 

5.871 

6.076 

997 

J.190 

1,052 

1,125 

s 525 

726 

3,583 

3*895 

400 

491 

400 

550 

580 

774 

676 

726 

1J IB 

U019 

— 

50 

— 

129 

— 

76 

4,663 

4,891 

19.865 

21.718 
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EP 1015/13 No. 8 

THE NEW IRANIAN CABINET 

Sir Roger Steven* in Mr, Selwyn Lloyd , i Received April 91 


(No. 42. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, April 5.19$%. 

f have (he honour to reporl that on the 
JrJ of April Mr, Hussain Ala resigned and 
Dr. Manuchehr Eqbal was nomine Led 
Prime Minister by royal decree. I enclose 
■a list of Dr, EqbaLs Cabinet which was 
ana on need yes ie rday.C 1 

2. The new Cabinet* while composed of 
younger and probably more liberal men 
than Mr. Ala\ remains essentially con¬ 
servative. pro-Western and well disposed 
towards Her Majesty's Government and 
the United States. The army is strongly 
represented. A number of the same 
Ministers have been retained. Mr. Ala 
returns to the Court Ministry which lie has 
held on three previous occasions; and Dr, 
Ardakrn and General Vusuq remain at the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and War. 
though it is rumoured that the former may 
press for a change and rest before long. 
Departures from the Cabinet include 
Mr. Alam (Interior), Mr. Gulsha’yan 
(Justice), who may lake over the National 
Bank, and Mr. Fumhar tFinance! The 
more interesting newcomers ore General 
Zargham, who has been a most efficient 
head of Customs, lo head a new Ministry 
of Customs and Monopolies; Aqa Khan 
Bakhtiar, the president of the Mortgage 
Bank, who is to hold the portfolio of 
Labour; and the young and capable General 
Akhavi, who is to be Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture, General Timur Bakhilar, the Military 
Governor of Tehran, enters the Cabinet as 
a deputy Prune Minister in charge of the 
Security Service. Mr. Ebtehaj, the director 
of the Seven-Year Plan Organisation, 
remains but his future is not yet clear. 

3. The new Cabinet should he stronger 
.«nd more effective than its predecessor. 
Dr. Eqbal himself is a much younger, more 
forceful and more energetic man than 
Mr. Ala and he should be able to dominate 
and direct his colleagues by his industry, 
energy, administrative ability and attention 
to detail. Bulky, self-disciplined* ambitious 
and outspoken* Dr. Eqbal is a French- 
trained doctor of medicine married to a 
Frenchwoman Relatively young (49). he 
has built up his political reputation and 


gained widespread political following by his 
work as provincial governor and. during the 
past three years* in reforming and enlarging 
Tehran university. Dr. Eqbal’s leadership 
should bring greater unity of purpose to the 
Cabinet. In addition, the main source of 
discord in the Ala Cabinet—the rivalry 
between Dr. Eqbal and Mr, A lam—has now 
been removed by the departure of Mr. Alain. 
Moreover, Dr. Eqhal appears to be able to 
work fairly well with the other forceful 
personalities m present-day Iranian politics, 
Mr. Ebtehaj and General Bakhliar. 

4. Dr. Eqbal will therefore start his term 
of office in a stronger position than did 
Mr Ala in April 1955. With his consider¬ 
able university and ministerial experience 
behind him* an expectant and moderately 
well-disposed public, and with no rivals of 
equal capacity, it would seem that his 
success or failure will depend largely on Ins 
ability to share the fruits of power in the 
right proportion with the Shah. The Shah, 
■l most difficult master* is likely to insist on 
maintaining virtual control over foreign 
policy, in which he is interesting himself 
more and more. Hud over the army, whose 
personal allegiance is the keystone of his 
position as ruling Monarch; and also to 
retain a definite interest in the elections to 
Parliament, Presumably the Shah will also 
>eck to balance the increased power of his 
new Premier by playing off against him 
other political make-weights who arc always 
available in Iran : for example, a combina¬ 
tion of Court Minister Ala and the group 
of 41 King's Friends " deputies in the Majles 
directed by the Shah might well serve us 
art effective check on Dr. Eqbal. There 
has been some talk of moving towards a 
two-party system from now on. with 
Dr, Eqbal leading a Government majority 
party and Mr, A lam (the former Minister of 
Interior) an Opposition parly. The very 
latest indications are that Mr. Alam may 
become Ambassador in Paris, but this would 
not necessarily prevent the Shah from 
fostering a system which would enable him 
lo hold the political balance. It is also 
believed in well-informed circles that 
Mr. Alam is being kept* like a rod in pickle* 
to return as Prime Minister if and when the 
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Shah falls out with Dr. Eqbal. These 
tactics, which are based on the Shah's 
inclination towards a policy of "divide and 
rule," may eventually provoke a clash 
leading to much the same rupture between 
the Shah and his Premier as became evident 
when General Zuhedi was dismissed in 1955 
and was developing when General Razmara 
was assassinated in 1951. Meanwhile, for 
the time being* both the Shah and Dr. Eqbal 
should be able to count on running with a 
fair wind, 

5. Apart from preserving his relationship 
with the Shah, the main task before 
Dr* Fqbat in the political iicfiti ts to lay the 
basis of some form of political settlement 
between the conservative ruling class and 
the more moderate elements of its liberal 
and nationalist middle-class critics and 
opponents. It was the tatter class which 
both led the constitutional revolution of 
1905-8 against the Qajur monarchy and 
also provided much of the initial impetus 
behind the tidal bore of Musaddiq's 
revolution against foreign, and particularly 
British, influence from 1951 to 1953. As an 
inevitable consequence to General ZahedFs 
counter-revolution in August 1953, middle- 
class nationalism has temporarily been 
forced beneath the political surface in Iran 
bm it can hardly be kept there indefinitely. 
Although 1 have scanty means of judging* 
since the opportunities for political expres¬ 
sion m Iran are still extremely limited, the 
submerged political strength of the middle 
class can only be increasing steadily ns 
greater educational opportunities produce, 
and economic progress demands* a growing 
body of trained professional men. Such 
men expect a reasonable measure of political 
freedom, fair opportunities for economic 
advancement and a complete equality for 
Iran in her foreign relations. At present 
these aspirations are not satisfied in the 
domestic field, while in the sphere of foreign 
relations Iranians are still hypnotised by the 
neurosis that foreign, and particularly 
British, influence is thrusting into every 
village and valley of Iran, The persistence 
of this neurosis, which can only be removed 
by slow and patient treatment, was empha¬ 
sised by the Iran Party incident in January 
I my despatch No. 24 of the 9th of February 
refersl and by the speculations raised by the 
recent killing by Baluch bandits of the 
Point IV director in Kerman province. 
Although in Iranian eyes he is somewhat 
tarred with the pro-British brush. Dr. Eqbal, 
with his Western mind* essentially middle- 
class qualities, and his experience of pacify¬ 


ing Tehran, university, which has been a 
centre of nationalist and revolutionary 
sentiment, appears to be an excellent bridge 
between the Shah and the conservative 
ruling class on the one hand, and the 
middle-class liberals and nationalists on the 
other* 

6. Dr, Eqbal evidently intends to pursue 
a liberal policy. In a press interview on 
the 3rd of April he announced that his 
programme would be based on liberty—tor 
the individual, for the Press and for political 
parties* This announcement has already 
caused a wave of public sympathy and 
optimism, since there have been very 
restrictive and inflexible restraints on 
freedom of political association and on the 
freedom of the Press in Iran since Musaddiq 
was overthrown in 3953. Dr, Eqbal was 
also able to announce that he hud no inten¬ 
tion of prolonging the state of siege and 
military government which was lifted, after 
a period of nearly six years, on the 4th of 
April* The ending of military government 
on the first day of Dr. Eqbal‘s Ministry is 
regarded as a most fortunate omen for the 
future; and the analogy is being drawn with 
Dr. Eqbid's first action on becoming Dean 
of Tehran University in 1953. This was to 
remove the tanks which were stationed in 
the university grounds as a deterrent lt> 
student demonstrations against the regime. 
In fact. Dr. Eqbat's well-wishers now hope 
that he will he able- -by his liberal but firm 
policies and Ins thoroughgoing administra¬ 
tive ability to do for Iran what he has 
done for the university during the past three 
years; that is, to create a favourable climate 
of opinion and to improve and inspire 
by patient, modernising reform. Thus. 
Dr. Eqbal has got away to a good start. 

7. Looking back on the past two years of 
the Ala Ministry, its main achievements 
dearly lay in the sphere of foreign relations, 
where Iran stepped w r ell forward on the 
international stage. The period saw the 
abandonment after 150 years of Iran's 
traditional policy of attempting to preserve 
a delicate balance between Britain and 
Russia, as the result of the Shull’s historic 
decision to lead Iran into the Western camp, 
through membership of the Bagdad Pact, 
in September 1955. It also saw the 
successful development of the oil agreement 
concluded with the Consortium in 1954. 
In internal affairs the Gove rumen Vs achieve¬ 
ment is less ea*sy to define, though it 
continued to provide the foundation of 
stability, which is essential to any form of 
progress in Iran, during the relatively long 
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period of two years. The shit its quo 
achieved In the Zahedi Administration and 
by military government was maintained; 
there was a good record of public security; 
campaigns against opium and illiteracy 
were launched, and (he planning and finan¬ 
cing of a number of economic development 
projects were undertaken by the Seven-Year 
Plan Organisation. The army was strength¬ 
ened. and increased United States military 
aid is to be forthcoming. But the Ala 
Administration inspired little hopefulness 
for a better future and held no appeal for 
the professional class and [he young people; 
its passing will be regretted by few Iranians. 

$* A change of Government had been 
predicted as very likely for the past three 
months. It is now clear that the Shah 
intended to effect the change after the State 
visits by the Federal German Chancel Iot 
and the Italian President had taken place, 
By chance, the visit of President Gronehi 
has now been postponed* and so Mr. Ala 
resigned on the day afteT Chancellor 
Adenauer had left Iran. The reason for 
the change can, I believe, be attributed to 
(he fact that the Shah felt that Mr. Ala had 


held the fort for long enough against 
generally critical, though indirectly 
expressed, public opinion: that Mr. Ala, 
well on in his seventies, wished to lay down 
his burden; and that the time had now 
come to allow Dr. Eqbaf to move out with 
more forward-looking domestic policies. 
I he change has been made at a good 
psychological moment from the point of 
view of the Iranian people, and is one which 
appears satisfactory for British interests in 
Iran and for the Western cause in general. 

9, In conclusion, as an illustration of 
Dr. EqbaTs approach to his new task. 1 
might record that the programme which he 
laid before the Shah, a document in which 
a new Prime Minister traditionally sets out 
his hopes or intentions, usually at con¬ 
siderable length, consisted of the one word 
—“ Work.** 

10. I am sending copies of this despatch, 
with enclosure, to Washington, Bagdad, 
Ankara, Karachi, P.O.M.E.F. and 
S.N.O.P.G. 

1 have, &c, 

K. B. STEVENS. 
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IP 10318/1 No. 9 

Dr. ADENAUER'S VISIT TO IRAN 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Sehvyn Lloyd. {Received April V) 


(No. 43. Confidential! Tehrfyt, 

Sir, April 6 * 7957, 

I have (he honour to report that the 
Federal German C hancellor paid an official 
visit to Iran from March 2H to April 2 as 
guest of the Iranian Government. He was 
accompanied by (he State Secretary of the 
Chancellor's Office, Or. Globke, the head 
of the Press and Information Office, Herr 
von Eckhardt* the head of the Trade 
Political Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. Dr. van Scherpenberg, 
other officials of the Federal Press Office 
and Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and a large 
number of journalists and photographers. 
His attractive daughter* Frau Werhahn, and 
hk sou* Dr. Konrad Adenauer* were also in 
the party* 

2, The concentrated programme arranged 
by the German Embassy would have 
daunted many a younger man, and in the 
event a visit by air to Shiraz and the ruins 
of Perse polls, some 500 miles south from 
Tehran, had to be cancelled owing to lack 
of pressurised aircraft. The programme was. 
nevertheless, a full one, including banquets 
given by the Shah at the Marble and 
Ekhtcssassi Palaces and by the Prime 
Minister at the Gctetan Palace, a day-long 
visit by air to Isfahan* and visits to Tehran 
University, Tehran Archaeological Museum 
and [he Tomb of Keza Shah for a wreath 
laying. 

3, The Chancellor was everywhere 
received with enthusiasm and affection, and 
his erect and dignified demeanour and 
apparent tirelessness were much admired. 
The official communique {copy endoseditd 
re (lee is the evident success and cordiality 
of the visit as well as the absence of any 
major result, and indeed a feature of the 
visit was the conscious and unremitting 
effort made by the German Embassy and 
the visitors to emphasise that it was a 
courtesy visit with no immediate motive, 
political or economic. Nevertheless, there 
has been much speculation as to the real 
motives and results of the visit in the 
economic field, summed up perhaps in the 
words of the Times Bonn correspondent on 


April I ; “ Two days of discussions in 
Tehran have paved the way for large-scale 
West German penetration of the Middle 
East and exploitation of the Persian 
oilfields* 1 ' 

4. I have found little evidence to support 
this view or the interpretation contained in 
the acidulous Times leader of March 26, 
about whieli the German delegation com¬ 
plained repeatedly. The presence of Dr van 
Scherpcnbcrg in the delegation gave perhaps 
some indication of the economic back¬ 
ground to the visit, but if the Iranians 
expected any special assistance or large scale 
offers on this account they were surely 
disappointed. In the several conversations 
which he had with myself find members of 
my stuff. Dr, van Scherpenberg w-is at pains 
to deny categoric idly any major economic 
objectives of the visit and particularly to 
deny any intern ion of offering Government 
funds or credits for trade promotion, 
development, or any other purposes {though 
of course he did not fail to remind us of 
the enterprise of German industry and (he 
existence of the Hermes credit insurance 
agency). Similarly, the delegation, through 
its spokesman, Herr von Eckhardt, 
strenuously denied allegations of German 
collaboration with the Iranians in the 
exploitation of the oil resources of Quin or 
the laying of the projected pipeline through 
Turkey Specifically he announced that 
these matters had not even been discussed, 
and lhai Press stories of German collabora¬ 
tion with Italian interests in the current 
discussions on exploration in the south were 
untrue, Germany* he said* was read> to 
interest herself in the industrial development 
of Iran, if invited to do so by the Iranian 
Government, but a distinction must be 
drawn between the exploitation of oil 
resources here* which did no! directly 
interest Germany, and the construction of 
technical installations, including pipelines, 
in which German industry had a legitimate 
interest. But he repeated that no discussions 
had taken place on the subject and, as 
regards the supply of Iranian oil to Ger¬ 
many, there were agreements in existence 
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with the major international oil companies 
which had to be taken into account. Qn the 
other hand, there have been unconfirmed 
but plausible reports of talks between the 
Chancellor and the Shah, in which Dr, 
Adenauer is said to have emphasised that 
should any German participation in lhe 
development of the Qum oil fie Id take place 
it could only be in close co-opera lion with 
other interested European countries. Jt was 
indeed everywhere evident during ihe visit 
that the Chancellor and his party were deter¬ 
mined to avoid frightening other European 
observers with visions of renewed German 
expansionism in this area. 

5. The tangible economic results ot the 
visit therefore boil down to the agreement, 
referred to in the communique, to send a 
mission of economic experts here to study 
means of future long-term economic col¬ 
laboration. and the provision of DM, 4 
million for assistance with teachers and 
equipment for junior technical schools at 
Tehran and Tabriz, The economic mission 
may well bring useful benefits to German 
trade in the future, but no date for it has yet 
been fixed and its terms of reference are so 
far vague. The modest scheme of technical 
assistance, on the other hand is intended as 
an immediate practical measure and was 
described to us by Dr. van Scherpenberg as 
an example of his own cherished policy of 
helping under-developed countries at the 
work-bench level , and there is no doubt of 
the need for teaching and equipment ai the 
tew rudimentary junior technical schools 
which exist here. 

6, In the cultural field Dr, Adenauer 
undoubtedly had a lield day on his visit 
to Tehran University to receive an honorary 
doctorate of law. both he and the Rector, 
Dr, Eghba] I since become Prime M inister) 


made the most of the past record of German 
scholarship in Iran, whilst a reference in 
Dr, Eghbaf's speech to the deposition by the 
British authoritWS in 1945 of the American- 
appointed Mayor of Cologne appears for¬ 
tunately to have escaped comment and was, 
according to Dr. Eghbul, taken “ blind 
from a script provided by the German 
Embassy. It was slightly unfortunate, if 
inevitable, that the same speech contained 
an impressive list of the foreign honorary 
degrees held by Dr Adenauer, including 
several from American Universities but 
none from the United Kingdom. But to 
judge from Who's Who, this appears to be 
no less than the truth. 

7. The Germans can on the whole fed 
well satisfied with this short visit, not for 
any tangible results achieved but for the 
evident goodwill which it has engendered 
and the absence of any friction created. 
Faced with the hopes and perhaps demands 
of their hosts, they appear to have made it 
clear, with considerable tact and restraint, 
[hat the Federal Government was not pre¬ 
pared to add further to the fund of Govern¬ 
mental assistance being offered to this 
country, and indeed that the need was not 
for funds but for brains and skill. This 
point has been well put over, and if in The 
process of supplying technical assistance on 
practical lines Germany shoud incidentally 
increase her trade and reputation here there 
will be few to criticise the methods used, 

8, 1 am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty’s Representatives at Ankara, 
Bagdad. Beirut, Bonn and Washington and 
to the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces. 

1 have, &c. 

R. B. STEVENS. 
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EP 1013/2 No. 10 

POLITICAL REPORT FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1957 

Sir Roger Sieve? i.r to Xfr. Selwyn Lloyd, t Received I prit 24) 

(No, 52. Confidential! Tehran, 

Sir. April 17, 1957 , 

I have the honour to submit my report on events in Iran during ihe first quarter 
of 1957, a period which saw a marked strengthening of the country’s diplomatic and 
economic connexions with the Western world, particularly with the United States. 
Italy and Federal Germany. In the economic sphere, oil production moved ahead 
steadily, buf the Seven-Year Plan Organisation (S.Y.P.0.1 had regrettably little 
achievement to show. In its internal policy the Government did no more than 
maintain the slams quo. 

2. The most significant events of the quarter appear to have been the initialling 
of an oil concession agree men i with the Italian concern E.N.I. A.G.I.F. and the 
announcement of United States readiness to join the Baghdad Pact Military 
Committee, 


Internal Affairs 

5. The surface calm of political life was broken by « wave of tension, indirectly 
set in motion by the differences between British and American policies and attitudes 
in the Middle East revealed after the Suez affair, and directly by a communique 
published by the Iran Party in support of the Elsenhower doctrine. Tilis 
communique provoked much public speculation and sharp reactions from the 
Government. The Iran Party, which was one of the components of Musaddeq* 
national front movement, is a small and more or less clandestine group of 
professional men led by Allahyar Saleh and in opposition to the Conservative 
Government, It was generally assumed at the tune the communique was published 
that Saleh hud been encouraged to welcome the Eisenhower doctrine by official 
contact, overt or covert, with the Americans. Speculation suggested that the 
Americans were about to draw away their bucking from the ,l British-supported 
regime " and bestow their favour on younger anil more progressive elements. In 
retrospect, it would seem that I he Iran Party, sensing that' an opportunity had 
arrived to exploit the Anglo-American divergence over Middle East policy, made 
an attempt both to convince their following and the public that [he Americans were 
supporting them because they were a progressive group, anti also a bid to catch 
the eye of the Richards Mission which is known would soon be visiting Iran to 
consider practical ways and means of implementing i he Eisenhower doctrine, The 
publication of this communique may be regarded as the first public move made for 
the past three years by a section of the submerged, quiescent and disunited Iranian 
nationalist movement. The Govern me nt's reaction was sharp both in the Press and 
Parliament, where the Iran Party was mucked mainly for its past connexion with 
the Tudeh movement. In. the MajJes, a motion was pul down calling for the party’s 
legal proscription but this motion was shelved when the affair blew over. 

4. Military Government was maintained in Tehran, but its abolition was 
foreshadowed by the passage through Parliament of two bills on security. The 
first bill, which devolves special powers on the local authorities for the effective 
maintenance of security, was passed by the Majles and Semite with some small 
amendments. The second bill, which gives legal powers to the Security and 
Information Organisation already established under General Bakhtiar. was passed 
by the Majles and is now before the Senate. 

5. Parliamentary activity was mainly concerned with the two security bills, 

a bill for increased S.Y.P.O, loans to municipalities, and with the budget for 1957-58, 
which was passed just before Nouruz without any sustained criticism although it 
is balanced only in appearance. The bill calling for greater financial assistance i'rom 
the S.Y.P.O, for municipal development schemes [water, electricity and asphalt! 
came from the floor of the Majles in early January —an unusual occurrence as 
nearly all bills are introduced by the Government—and fed to a renewal of the 
recurrent Attacks on Mr. Ebtehaj. It wax generally 1111 u i lliic ijind cy i<t 


SECRET 
















2ti 


SECRET 1 


demanded by the Majles for having approved in late December the S75 million 
International Bank Joan for the S.Y.P.O, which Mr, Fbtehaj had negotiated. The 
bill was approved after a compromise had been reached between the appropriate 
Majles commission and Mr. Ebtehaj, In March, on completion of the Senate 
three-year term. 30 Senators were balloted out. Their places wilt be taken, by 15 
Senators nominated by the Shah and 15 to be elected 

ft. The previous good record of public security was broken in late March 
by the killing by Baluch bandits of a Point IV party travelling in two jeeps through 
wild country and comprising three Americans and two Iranians. In addition a 
Fudeh party ring was. uncovered in Gorgon* an organisation for selling military arms 
broken up in Azerbaijan and a further annual attempt made to coerce the Boir 
Ahmadi anti Qashqai tribes of Pars to surrender rifles. At Nouruz over & hundred 
junior officers and N.C.O's who had been detained for their past connexion wiih 
the Tudeh Party were amnestied. 

7. Rumours about a change of Government increased steadily and Eqbal, 
Gutsha’yan and Taqizadeh were regarded as the most likely to take over from 
Husain Ala. The latter in fact resigned on the 3rd of April and the Shah appointed 
Dr. Eqbal Prime Minister. 


Economic All airs 

8. In the budget for 1957 5 ft receipt and expenditure were Ini I a need at a 
figure approximating to £100 million. However, the budget appeared to be balanced 
only on paper. and since the Americans have decided with at any rate moderate 
resolution against giving Iran any further budgetary aid. the Consortium may be 
under pressure later in the year further to increase its production in order to 
provide the additional revenue required to meet the deficit. Whilst drawing up his 
budget. Finance Minister Furuhar was forced to allocate higher levels of expenditure 
than he had contemplated originally on defence, health and educat ion. He therefore 
resorted to balancing his budget by tabling optimistic and evidently unrealistic 
estimates of revenue. 

9. There was continued criticism of the S.Y.P.O. and its apparent lack of 
results, Mr Ebldiaj asked for a British public relations officer with the intention of 
dressing his shop window more effectively. The new railway line to Meshed which 
was completed in January was found to be defective, at any rate in part, and its 
formal inauguration was postponed from April to May. Mowlams suffered a 
mi- tback when it was discovered that the experimental stretch of road near Qazvin, 
the first stretch that their contractors had actually completed, was breaking up in 
places. IThis discovery fortunate! v escaped public censure on any noticeable scale 
and Mowlems are now investigating the causes of the trouble with a view to drawing 
up new specifications for roads io~hc built in future. Meanwhile, this company's 
relations with Mr. i htehtij happily improved and they have been allocated several 
new projects for the design of roads and supervision of their construction. 

10. Oil production increased steadily, crude oil produced by the Consortium 
operating companies in February totalling 2-7 million tons compared with 
16 million 3 2 months previously. At Abadan the overhaul of the refinery was 
almost completed and in February throughput was running at an average rate of 
3723X10 barrels per day 1140,000 in February 1956). Work continued on increasing 
the harbour capacity of Bandar Mashur, on planning a new harbour at, or offshore 
from Ganaweh, and surveying a pipeline from the Gach Saran field down to the 
Ganaweh urea, 

11. While ilie Consortium was expanding its activities in a quiet and 
workmanlike manner, Italian enterprise was negotiating to enter the field of oil 
production in Iran. In January it became known that the Iranians were drafting 
new enabling legislation establishing ways in which foreign concerns could enter 
into partnership arrangemems for the exploration and exploitation of oil outside 
[lie Consortium area. Some weeks later it was learnl that some kind of partnership 
agreement had been initialled with the Italian concern E.N.F A.GJ.P. and towards 
the end of the quarter garbled versions of the agreement appeared in the foreign 
and local Press. Whiltflhc terms of the agreement were not published it became 
evident ih.it it envisaged a concession covering three areas in an area south-west 
of Esfeh&n, bordering the Consortium area east of Masjid-i-Sulaiman. an offshore 
,ireu m the Persian Gulf south of Bushire and an area in Iranian Baluchistan, A 
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joint Iranian-Italian company (S.LR.LPJ would be formed with capital in equal 
shares. The initial cost and the risk of exploration over a 12-year period would be 
borne by the Italian partner alone, which would undertake to spend $20 million for 
this purpose. When oil was struck profits would be divided on the norma! 50; 50 
basis between S I R I P. and the Iranian Government but the latter would in fact be 
receiving 75 per cent.-50 per cent, as an equal partner iu SJ.R.LP. and 5(J per cent 
of Italian share (/,«?„ 25 per cent, of the total profits! as collector of taxes. The 
agreement will have to be ratified in some Form by the Iranian Parliament, or will 
have to await the passage of an enabling act providing for partnerships. Meanwhile, 
it is being .scrutinised with interest by the Western oil companies operating in the 
Middle East. 

Fore ip n V H air s 

12. In foreign affairs events moved forward smoothly for Iran, Relations 
were maintained with Russia on a formal but oolite basis; there was gratifying 
evidence of West Germany's desire to strengthen her trading connexion with Iran 
smd of Italian interest in the exploitation of Iranian oil; the United States gave 
proof of readiness to increase financial assistance to the army and to give more 
military and economic support to the Baghdad Pact; there was no faltering in the 
Baghdad Fuel partnership with Turkey. Pakistan and Iraq, and the Shah s visit to 
Saudi Arabia was ax successful as could be expected. In all it was a good and 
productive quarter. 

13. Relations with the Soviet Union remained formal and polite -the 
finishing touches were put to the work on the Soviet-Iranian frontier commission, 
negotiations were begun for reciprocal transit trade and transit night arrangements, 
a Soviet parliamentary delegation visited Iran and an Ilyushin aircraft arrived as a 
Nouruz present for the Shah from Marshal Bulganin. There were indications that 
the present phase of Soviet policy calls for a broadening of the bases of good 
relations, partly through increased cultural exchanges and particularly through the 
acceptance by Iran of Soviet economic aid and technical assistance, On their return 
to Russia, members of the Soviet oar tia merit ary delegation stressed the desire of the 
Iranian people * for friendship and nil round co-operation " with their “ great 
northern neighbour" and they suggested that Iran should follow the lead of other 
Am;ui countries by accepting the economic assistance the Soviet Union was ready 
to give. The Shah and his Government, however, remained Wary and disinclined 
to swallow the bait, 

14. There was, however, a Soviet attack on Iran broadcast in lanu iry at the 
time of the Ankara meeting of the Four Asian Baghdad Pact Powers for allowing 
the Americans to set up an ** atomic base " in Iran. This attack was perhaps made 
with ihe knowledge that the United States was about to conclude with Iran an 
arrangement making available $40 million for the financing of a military 
construction programme, mainly concerned with building barracks. 

15. West German interest m strengthening economic ties with Iran was 
prominently illustrated by the State visit of Chancellor Adenauer in late March. As 
a result of Chancellor Adenauer's visit it appears likely that West Germans will 
send an economic stud commercial survey mission to Iran shortly. 

16. The work of re-enforcing Americas stake in Iran was carried steadily 
forward by the various United States agencies involved in Iranian affairs. An 
atomic energy agreement was signed in Washington and an " Atoms for Peace ' 
exhibition held in Tehran: an agreement was concluded for the United States 
financing of a vast military construction and barrack building programme which 
calls for the expenditure of 540 million: Point IV activity continued at a high level: 
there were frequent visits by United States military men and journalists and, finally, 
the United States endeavour was capped by the arrival of the Richards Mission at 
the end of March. The Richards Mission arc apparently to recommend that United 
States military assistance to Iran be increased, while in early April Mr Richards was 
able to announce in Baghdad that $32-5 million would be allocated by the United 
Slates administration for the financing of joint economic projects put forward by 
the Baghdad Pact Organisation, Meanwhile, the United States' decision to apply 
for membership of the Baghdad Pact Military Committee was welt received by the 
Iranian authorities. It was clear that as far as this country is concerned the 
Eisenhower doctrine means that the American stake has now been driven even more 
deeply into Iranian soil. 
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17. The Shah's visit to Saudi Arabia in mid-March went off reasonably well, 
Saudi hospitality was oriental in its lavishness and Western in its efficiency. 
Friendly relations were established between the Shah and King Sand, but the 
Iranians found Yusuf Yassin, the deputy Foreign Minister, to be extremely opposed 
to the Baghdad Pact and hostile towards the British, The only immediate result of 
the visit appears to have been an arrangement between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
about lheir disposition on the islands of Farsi and Arabi. in pursuance of which 
Arab! was evacuated hy Iranian forces on about the 22nd of March. 

IS. T he momentum of the Baghdad Pact was maintained by its four Asian 
members, who held a conference of Premiers and Foreign Ministers at Ankara in 
mid-January, and by a satisfactory meeting of the economic experts at Baghdad 
towards the end of March, it became clear as the weeks went by that the Iranian 
Government had no objection to British representation at the next meeting of the 
Baghdad Pact Council I which it was then hoped to hold in April!. The United 
States decision to adhere to the Military Committee has now given fresh impetus 
and solidity to the Baghdad Pact Alliance, which though strong enough to withstand 
the shock of the Suez crisis had always appeared somewhat flimsy from the military 
point of view and rather empty economically when looked at from Tehran. 

19, Diplomatic relations with the United Kingdom were largely concerned 
with the question of the islands of Farsi and Arabs, it seems that during the early 
part of the quarter proposals were exchanged between Iran and Saudi Arabia 
concerning the future of the islands. It is understood that Iran proposed that she 
should evacuate Arabi, on which she had placed a garrison and ejected the Saudis 
in November, if Saudi Arabia undertook not to reoccupy the island. On the 
24th of February Her Majesty's Ambassador, acting on instructions, urged the 
Iranian Government to evacuate both Islands before the Shah's visit to Saudi Arabia 
and in preparation for a final settlement which should be negotiated between Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom, representing Kuwait. This suggestion was 
not accepted and the quarter ended with the Iranians remaining in occupation of 
Farsi and having evacuated Arabi. leaving that island free to be reoccupied by the 
Saudis, 

20, Iran took the initiative towards strengthening her connexion with the 
African countries of the western Mediterranean. Mr, Abdullah Entezam, the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, was sent on a good will mission to Libya, 
Tunisia and Morocco and it was announced that the Shah would pay a State visit 
to Spain in late May. 

21, 1 am copying this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives At 
Washington. Ankara, Baghdad, Moscow and Karachi, the Head of the Political 
Office with the Middle East Forces. Nicosia, Development Division, Beirut and to 
the Commandcr-in-Chief, Fast Indies Station. 

I have, &c. 

R, E. STEVENS. 
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1 RANG* SO VIET RELATIONS 

Sir Roger Stevens io Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd, l Received April Mi 


{No, 55. Confidential! Tehran, 

Sir, April 27, 1957 , 

I have the honour to report that a Soviet 
Government mission visited Iran from the 
IQlli to the 19th of April. The occasion of 
the visit was the signature of a final protocol 
establishing a new boundary between Iran 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
This fiowed from the agreement between 
Iran and Soviet Russia dated the 2nd of 
December, 1954 (my despatch No. 107 of 
the 22nd of December, 1954); since the 
ratification of that agreement in the spring 
of 1455 a joint commission has been at work 
demarcating the frontier on the spot. Fhe 
signature of the final protocol marks the 
successful conclusion of the work of the 
joint frontier commission, I attach to this 
despatch the joint communique! 1 ! published 
at the time of the sic nature of the final 
protocol. 

2, It was originally intended that Mr. P, D, 
Orlov, the head of the Soviet clement in the 
joint commission, should lead the Soviet 
delegation to the recent ceremonies m 
Tehran; at two days' notice, however, the 
Soiict Government informed the Iranians 
that Mr. V. V. Kuznetsov, the Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister, would lead the delegation, 
The signature of the final protocol on 
frontier demarcation then became a rela¬ 
tively subsidiary pari of the business and 
discussions covering Ira no-Soviet relations 
in general, lasting about a week, took place 
in Tehran. 

3, Among the issues discussed were, first. 
Soviet assistance for Iranian economic 
development, especially joint exploitation of 
the waters of two frontier rivers, the Aias 
<Araxes! in Armenia and ihe Atrak. which 
for ihe last part of its course forms the 
frontier between the north-eastern Iranian 
province of Khorassan and the Soviet 
Socialist Republic of Turkmenistan; 
secondly. a trade agreement covering the 
next three years; thirdly, a civil aviation 
agreement; and, Sourthly. a transit 
agreement, 

4, NcgOt ia tions for the t rade, ei v il avlation 
and transit agreements have been taking 


place separately; the Kuznetsov mission 
merely reviewed progress without entering 
into details. On the Aras-Atrak river pro¬ 
jects. the Soviet delegation said that two 
years would be required for study, A joint 
committee is being set up which will concern 
itself not only with the engineering problems 
involved, bin also with the costing of the 
project and possible sources of finance. No 
attempt was made to reach a decision on 
finance during the recent discussions; that 
will await the report of the joint committee. 

5, Apart from the discussion of these 
river projects no other new proposals for 
Soviet economic assistance to Iranian eco¬ 
nomic development were made. In fact, 
ihe question of Soviet economic assistance 
seeETis to have been played down to a 
surprising extent. At his final Press Con¬ 
ference Mr, Kuznetsov spoke uf useful 
activity being undertaken for the exchange 
of cultural, sporting and other delegations 
between the two countries.’ 1 His Only 
specific mention of Soviet economic assist¬ 
ance was in response to a direct question 
at i tie Press Conference by an Iranian 
journalist, Mr, Kuznetsov (hen said “the 
Soviet delegation has not submitted any 
new proposals for technical or economic 
assistance to Iran and the discussions were 
only concerned with proposals which had 
been made previously," 

6. the trade, civil aviation and transit 
agreements were mentioned by Mr. Kuznet¬ 
sov at his Press Conference as examples of 
the useful progress being made in improving 
Irano-Soviel relations. The trade agreement 
had. as a matter of fact, already been con¬ 
cluded before the Soviet delegation arrived. 
1 shall be reporting in full by despatch in 
next week's bag. The civil aviation agree¬ 
ment is still under discussion. Some months 
ago the Russians suggested that they should 
send a mission to Iran to negotiate a civil 
aviation agreement. The Iranians in reply 
requested the Soviet Government to make 
proposals in writing. A Soviet draft was 
accordingly given to the Iranians, who have 
now prepared counter-proposals. The 
Iranians deliberately refrained from pro¬ 
ducing these during Mr. Kuznetsovs visit 
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as they did not wish to become involved an 
detailed negotiations. The counter-pro¬ 
pose Is, which were prepared In consultation 
with the United Slates Embassy in Tehran, 
contain a number of features which the 
Soviet Government will not easily he able 
to accept and it may. therefore, be that the 
agreement will not come to anything* at 
least in ihe near future. The points on 
which the Iranians are insisting and which 
they think the Russians will not be willing 
to swallow are: — 

h?) The Russians suggested that both 
airlines should operate between 
Tiflis and Tehran. The Iranians are 
insisting that if the Russian airline 
comes to the Iranian capital, Iranian 
Airways must: go to Moscow. 

ih) The Russians wished to exclude 
foreign personnel in the operation of 
the airlines. The Iranians are saying 
that they must have the right to use 
foreign personnel on their airline, 

(c) As the Russians would probably be 
ready to start first, the Iranians arc 
making it a condition that both lines 
should start simultaneously. 

7. The Irano-Soviet trade agreement of 
1^40 already provides for transit facilities 
between Iran and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. Hitherto little, if any, 
advantage has been taken of this agreement 
because, in the first place, transport costs 
through Soviet Russia have bee it excessively 
high and. secondly, the Russians refused to 
permit the transit of goods through the 
USSR from countries which had no trade 
agreement with them. As a result of 
separate discussions which have been going 
on in Tehran for some time and which were, 
I gather, merely reviewed but not actively 
pursued during Mr, Kuznetsov’s visit, the 
new agreement will provide for: — 

ti) A reduction of Russian transport 
costs so that the charges on goods in 
transit through the USSR to Iran 
will be the same as for goods from 
satellite countries in the USSR. This 
means a reduction of about 30 per 
cent,-40 per cent, compared with 
present charges: 

fit) The Russians will give transit 
facilities for goods from all countries 
for Iran or goods from Iran destined 
for any country; 

I oil The Iranians for their part agree to 
a 5 per cent, reduction in Iranian 
railway charges on all goods in 


transit through Iran to or from 

Russia, 

livf There will be quarterly consultations 
lie tween the two countries about the 
operation of the agreement. 

The Iranian Government will set up a 
transit organisation to control transit of 
goods through Iran. This will be the 
counterpart of a similar Soviet organisation, 
f believe that agreement has not yet been 
fully reached on the extent to which Soviet 
personnel will be permitted to supervise the 
goods in transit in Iran; the Iranians are 
opposed Eo having Soviet officials in Iran 
for this purpose and have so far maintained 
Lheir opposition successfully. 

H. In addition to reviewing the progress 
made in these economic negotiations, 
Mr. Kuznetsov $ delegation discussed the 
political relations between Iran and the 
Soviet Union Mr, Ardalim, the Iranian 
Foreign Minister, has given me an account 
of the discussions arid, as far as I can judge, 
the Russians had no success in getting the 
Iranians to accept the Soviet point of view. 
Towards Ehe end of the discussions Mr. 
Kuznetsov made a prolonged effort to 
persuade the Iranians to agree to the issue 
of a joint communique. They threw out as 
a bait a suggestion for Including in the text 
of the communique a statement by the 
Iranians that the Bagdad Pact was a deten¬ 
sive pact, though it was not clear whether 
the Russians intended to put this in as an 
agreed joint statement or as a unilateral 
Iranian view. Mr, Ardalan said that the- 
Russians pressed him very hard indeed to 
subscribe to the Soviet Middle Eastern 
policy as expressed in their recent draft 
Four-Power declaration—no doubt as a 
counter to Iranian acceptance of the 
Eisenhower doctrine. In response Mr. 
Ardalan went no further than saying that 
Iran would agree with Soviet policy so long 
as the bitter conformed to the charter of the 
United Nations. This was not enough for 
the Soviet delegation. Mr. Ardalan refused 
absolutely to consider issuing a join! com¬ 
munique, just as the Shah had refused .it 
the conclusion of his official visit to the 
Soviet Union in the summer of 195ft, 

9. in consequence, and in order to put 
over the propaganda which he would like 
to have included in a joint communique, 
Mr Kuznetsov held a Press Conference at 
the Russian Embassy in Tehran on the 
19th of April, at which he issued a prepared 
statement l shall be sending an English 
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translation of this under separate cover. 

The statement comprises: — 

(i) A derogEilory comparison between 
the aggressive policy of the Western 
Powers, as exemplified by the Anglo- 
French intervention in Egypt, and 
lheir alleged at tempts to obtain 
control of the natural resources of 
the Middle Eastern countries and to 
dominate them, on the one hand, 
and. on the other, the pacific policy 
of the Soviet Union, especially as 
exemplified in the Soviet Union's 
draft Four-Power declaration, The 
statement contained the following 
passage: “The Soviet delegation, in 
the course of its negotiations with 
the Iranian authorities, emphasised 
that Iranian support in any form for 
the above-mentioned principles ft'.e,, 
those set forth in the draft Four- 
Power declaration) would, without a 
shadow of doubt* represent an im¬ 
portant contribution to the struggle 
for safeguarding and reinforcing 
peace in Ihe Near and Middle East, 
A? the negotiations with the Iranian 
authorities have shown, these author¬ 
ities agree with the essentials of the 
declaration proposed by the Soviet 
Government concerning the peace 
and security of the Near and Middle 
East and non-intervention in !he 
domestic adairs of the countries of 
the region* because these points arc 
in conformity with the charter of the 
United Nations/* 

hi) An attack on the establishment of 
American atomic bases in Ehe terri¬ 
tory of other countries, particularly 
Iran, The Soviet statement con¬ 
tained a passage saying “in this 
connection the leaders of the Iranian 
Government again confirmed their 
previous declarations that Iran would 
not give bases to foreign Powers and 
would not co-operate in steps 
directed against the security of the 
Soviet Union/' 

(iii) A review of (he progress made on 
the economic front, on the lines 
meniioned in the first part of this 
despatch. 

fiv) A pica for more frequent contacts 
between Iranians and the Russians, 
mentioning especially the recent 
exchanges of parliamentary, cultural, 
sporting and other delegations. 


(vj A sharp attack on the Bagdad Pact* 
in which he said " The aggressive 
character of the Bagdad Pact has 
been amply proved by the aggression 
of one of its members against Egypt, 
For the Soviet Union the Bagdad 
Pact clearly has an aggressive 
character, and its recent development 
has only confirmed this point of 
view/* 

10. On the 23rd of April Mr. Ardalan. the 
Iranian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in the 
course ol question and answer at a Press 
Conference, commented on the unilateral 
statement made by Mr, Kuznetsov. He 
made the following points;— 

ft) The successful conclusion of the 
frontier demarcation was a useful bit 
of work. 

(iil He gave a cautious account of the 
trade, transit and civil aviation 
negotiations. 

(lib He deprecated the allusions in 
Mr. Kuznetsov’s statement to the 
differences between the Great Powers, 
and said that they had not formed 
part of the discussions between the 
Iranian and Soviet delegations and 
lie was not prepared to comment on 
I hem, 

fiv) On atomic bases Mr. Ardalan 
repeated previous Iranian statements 
of policy by saying that as long as 
no attempt had been made against 
(he peace and tranquillity of Iran and 
as long as Iran was not the object 
ol aggression, Iranian territory would 
not be used for aggression or attack 
against any other country. 

fv) In so far as the points in the proposed 
Four-Power declaration conformed 
with the charter of the United 
Nations, ic was quite unnecessary for 
Tran to subscribe to any re-statemeni 
of them as she was already bound by 
the charter. The Iranian Govern¬ 
ment hud two objections to the 
proposed declaration—first, it in¬ 
volved the Great Powers taking 
decisions about small independent 
countries without consulting them, 
which smacked of colonialism, and, 
secondly, the proposed prohibition of 
arms deliveries to any country in the 
region runs counter to the sovereignty 
and liberty of action of the countries 
themselves. 
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<vi> Mr, Aid alar confirmed once more 
that the Bagdad Pact was a defensive 
pad. He replied to Mr. Kuznetsov's 
allegation that the British interven¬ 
tion in Egypt had proved that the 
pact was aggressive by a reminder 
that the steps taken by Iran and the 
other Moslem members of the pact 
at the Tehran conference during the 
first week in November had played 
a great part in bringing about the 
ending of hostilities and the re-estab¬ 
lish me nt of peace. Mr, Ardalun 
went on. “ I consider that if the 
Bagdad Pact had developed and if 
others among our sister nations had 
adhered to it. the events of which we 
speak tj>.. the Suez intervention) 
would not even have taken place/" 

111 would prefer to await developments. 
Sir, before giving a considered judgment on 
the significance of thy Kuznetsov mission 
for Soviet policy towards Iran and I rani, m- 
Soviei relations, Soviet policy emerges 
apparently unchanged and its main elements 
continue to be; — 

til Bitter antagonism to the Bagdad Pact. 
Bringing about the disintegration of 
the pact clearly remains the major 
object of Soviet foreign policy in the 
Middle East and weaning Iran away 
from the pact, the chief aim of Soviet 
policy towards Iran. 

iii) As a corollary, and in order to pre¬ 
pare the ground for detaching Iran 
from the Bagdad Pact, the Soviet 
Union would like to get Iran to 
subscribe to its statement on Middle 
Eastern policy, especially the prin¬ 
ciples contained in the draft Four- 
Power declaration, which imply 


condemnation of the Bagdad Pact 
and the Eisenhower doctrine. 

on i A tentative, step-by-step approach 
towards Soviet economic and tech¬ 
nical assist a nee to Tran. Perhaps the 
Russians sense that they would be 
ill-advised to try and rush the 
Iranians into anything large scale 
such os they have agreed to in 
Afghanistan; or perhaps they are 
unwilling to commit themselves to 
any considerable expenditure of 
resources in Iran, either because they 
cannot afford to do so or because 
they are not convinced that it will 
bring dividends. 

(ivt A considerable increase in personal 
contacts and cultural exchanges 
between the two countries, no doubt 
as a preliminary lo increasing Soviet 
penetration of Iran. The Iranians 
are very wary of this move, 

I/. The Kuznetsov mission docs not seem 
during its recent visit to have made any real 
progress towards detaching Iran from the 
Bagdad Pact. Whether the commercial, 
civil aviation and transit agreements, to¬ 
gether with increasing cultural exchanges 
and some co-operation on joint economic 
projects, will eventually increase Soviet 
influence in Iran, the future will show. It 
is a long-term policy and one which could 
in time prove very dangerous. 

13. I am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty’s Ambassadors at Ankara, Bagdad, 
Moscow Lind Washington, to the United 
Kingdom High Commissioner in Karachi 
and to the Political Officer with the Middle 
East Forces. 

I have. &l\ 

R. R. STEVENS. 
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EP 1133 S/3 No. 12 

IRANO-SOVJET TRADE PROTOCOL 

Sir Roger Stevens io Mr. Setwyn Lloyd, iReceived May ?'\ 

(No. 58 E, Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, May 4 . 1957. 

With reference to my despatch No. 96 E. of the 12th of September, 1956, 1 
have the honour to enclose the text!') of a recently signed protocol concerning trade 
between Iran and the USSR during the next three years. The total increase in trade 
will not be large: trade each way is to increase over the three year period from 
2-3 billion rials f£l U million \ lo 2-7 billion rials (£133 million). 

Previous agreements have been for one year only and the extension of the 
period of the present agreement has been made at the' request of the Russians. 
This Is apparently in line with the policy they are following in other countries The 
quotas fixed for the first year are hrm, hut the quotas for the two subsequent years 
may he altered before the beginning of each year. The agreement seems a 
satisfactory one from the Iranian point of view. 

3, ( he increases in Russian exports have been mainly for raw materials, e.g.* 
cement, iron and steel, timber, railway sleepers, chemicals and sugar, and in 
machinery and heavy vehicles which cart be used in Iran's development. Although 
Russians hive in the past been anxious io increase their exports of textiles and cars, 
they have obtained little satisfaction in the present agreement. I'he increase in 
exports is to he small and although exports of cotton textiles will be higher this year 
than in the previous year, they will thereafter decrease. It is true that a new item 
has appeared in the shape of linen and artificial silk textiles, but these arc not likely 
to present the same threat to the Iranian economy as cheap Russian cotton textiles. 

4, The main increase in Iranian exports will be in the Held of minerals, where 
a new item has appeared in the shape of " ferro-sutphur ” It has not been possible 
to obtain a clear definition of what is meant by this from the Iranians, beyond the 
statement that it is a dual purpose mineral from which both iron and sulphur can be 
extracted. The Russians are also to buy Iranian tobacco, which they have taken 
spasmodically in the past, and carpets, an item to which the Iranians attach great 
importance but which the Russians have so far bought only very occasionally, 

5, Since my despatch under reference was submitted, good progress has been 
made with the spending of the S& million credit opened by the USSR in settlement 
of wartime debts to Iran, A list of the goods purchased is enclosed. I understand 
that since this list (which was provided in confidence Ew the Ministry of Commerce) 
was prepared, the balance of ihe credit lias been earmarked for purchases of 
telegraph and telephone equipment. 

6, I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassadors in 
Washington and Moscow, to the Political Office. Middle East Land Forces, (Etc 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade and to Export 
Credits Guarantee Department. 

I have, &c. 

R< B. STEVENS. 


Enclosure 

LIST OF COMMODITIES EXPORTED INTO IRAN t NTII MARCH 1956 
BY THE RUSSIANS OUT OF THE 58 Mill JON CREDIT 

Value in US , Dollars 
932.459 
171,090 
288.666 
244,070 
55,940 


Cement 
Cement 
Sleeper? 
3-ply board 


C> Mol primed. 
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LIST OF COMMODITIES EXPORTED INTO 1 RAN —continued 


Value in US. Dollars 


3-ply board 

55,940 

Repair of ship 

10,000 

Sugar 

. 2,460,000 

Cotton piece-goods 

202.600 

Paper 

. 8,000 

3-ply board 

! 7,800 

3-ply board . 

50,200 

Cotton piece-goods 

],823,400 

Cranes 

82,000 

Paper ... .. 

. 72,000 

Balance 

1,253,333 

Total ,,, 

. 8,000,000 
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EP 11338/4 No. 13 

IRANO-SOVIET TRANSIT AGREEMENT 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr, Selwyn Lloyd. * Received May ?\ 

59 E. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, May 4 r 1957. 

1 have [he honour to report that an Irano-Soviet transit agreement was signed 
on April 27 (see my despatch No. 55 of April 27. paragraph 7h This agreement, 
negotiations for which were the subject of reports ending with the Economic and 
Commercial Department's letter of April 12 to Eastern Department, is intended 
to amplify the provisions of Article If) of the lmno-Soviet trade agreement of 1940 
—a copy! 1 ) of which is enclosed for convenience of reference. It consists of a 
published agreement and of si confidential exchange of letters concerning the freight 
rates which arc to be charged by both countries. Copies of ihe agreement and of the 
letters!'l are also enclosed, 

2 The agreement provides for freedom of transit for goods of all kinds other 
than arms regardless of their country of origin. The transit through Russia of goods 
intended for Iran is to be handled by the Soviet Govern men! and the transit of 
Soviet goods through Iran is to be handled by the Iranian Government, The Irani m 
Government have Undertaken in the confidential exchange of letters to give a 
reduction of 5 percent, on existing railway tariffs to Russian goods and the Russians 
have undertaken to give reductions ranging up to 50 per cent on goods in transit for 
Inin. It has not been possible to obtain a copy of the tariff laving down (he rates 
to be charged on Iranian goods passing through Russia But l undent ind that 
this tariff is the one appended to an agreement between Russia, the Satellites; and 
China (described in the Soviet Iranian exchange of letters as the International 
Railway Transport Agreement!. The new Soviet-Irano transit agreement gives far 
greater freedom than Article 10 of the 1940 agreement which, in any case, has 
remained a dead letter in receni years except as far as the transit of goods from 
Satellite countries through Russia was concerned. It also simplifies the payment 
arrangements. 

3. The initiative for this agreement came from the Russians, but it has been 
welcomed by the Iranians for whom it will mean the re-opening of a traditional 
route and cheaper imports as well as an addition to the earnings of their railways if 
the Russians use their transit rights through Iran. The Russians made strenuous 
efforts to secure the right to handle traffic iri Iran between the Soviet front ter and 
Tehran and have offered considerable help in the improvement of the Julfa Tabriz 
railway and of the Caspian port facilities. They had probably three objects in 
mind—to provide themselves with further facilities for infiltration, to remove what 
is likely to be a serious bottleneck in the transit of goods intended for Iran and of 
Soviet goods moving through Iran and. finally, to show what they could do in the 
field of development. The Iranians have successfully resisted the request that the 
Russians should handle transport in Iran and are showing no alacrity to accept the 
offers of improvement of ports and railways, 

4. Although it may have modest beginnings, this transit agreement may in time 
assume considerable significance, both in speeding up the arrival and reducing the 
cost of imports from Western Europe la development from which Brilish exports 
may suffer) and providing increased facilities for Soviet exports to the Middle East 
or to the Indian sub-continent. Although it is early to express an opinion. I would 
hazard the guess that the first development is likely to be more serious Than the 
second. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Washington and Moscow, to lhe Political Office, Middle Fast Force*, to the 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade and to 
Export Credits Guarantee Department. 

I have, &c. 

R B. STEVENS, 




(') Not printed. 
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Enclosure 

Sii Majeste Impcriale le i .hahinclvah de ] Tran, d une part, et le Presidium du 

* onscil Supreme de I'Union des Rcpuhliqnes Soviet iques Social isles, de 

Paul re, 

Prenant en consideration les relations a in scales existant entre tes deux Pays 
et desireux de ddvdopper le commerce de transit a [ravers leurs territoires. ont 
decide ik completer les dispositions de Particle 10 du trade de commerce ei de 
navigation conclu cm re 1'lran et I'Union des Republiques So v jerques Socialists 
k 5 Farvardine 019 <25 mars 19401 et ont destgne, dans ce but. leurs 
plenipolcntiaires commc suit: 

Sa Maje.vte imperial? le Chahinchah dc I'lran 
Monsieur HAMID SAYYAH, 

Le Presidium du C'onsejl Supreme de I'Union des Repuhliques Sovkliques 
Social istes 

Monsieur M„ L. VF.ZHGV, 

Lesquels, a pres s'eire dchangis leurs pi tins pouvoirs. out convenu des 
dispositions suivantes: 

Article Premier 

( Union de$ Rtipubliques Sovietiques Social isles com pie lint k droit que 
I’artide 10 du dit traits mentionne ci-dessus accord? a T'lran et en modiliant ]es 
aline us 3 et 4 de cet article, accords le droit de libre transit aux institutions 
gouvepnemeiuales iranietines ei aux sod&es commerci des k travers son terri Loire, 
k destination de I'Tran. pour tons les produits, qud que soil 1c pays d'Origine ou 
le pays producteur, 

Le djt droit mentionn£ cbdessirs ne comprend pas tc transit d'armes et de 
materiel de guerre d'un pays tiers. 

A rude 2 

L’lran. compliant le droit qnc I article 10 du dii traitc mention mi cEdessus 
accorde a rUnion Smietique et en modifiaiH I’almea 6 de cel article, accorde 
le droit de libre transit aux institutions gouvernementules et eeonomiques 
sov is i iques.. a [r ivers son terriioire k destination de I'Union des Rcpubliques 
Spvietiques Sociulbtcs, pour tons les produits, quel que soil; k pays d'origine ou 
le pays producteur 

Le dit droit mentionne ci-dessus ne comprend pas le transit d'iumes el dc 
materiel dc guerre d’un pays tiers. 

A nick 3 

Les Hauies Parties Contract an tes ne transporteront pas en transit les 
produits destines j SVnlrdkn de.s ammaux ei des plantcx dont ['importation, 
pour des raisons d'hygifcne. est mterdite dans I'Union des Repuhliques Sovietiqnes 
Sodalistcs ou en Iran. 

A r ride 4 

tes Hautcs Parties Contract an tes ne percevront aucun droit de douanes* 
impot ou taxe sur les produits en transit, que ces. produits en transit soieru 
transports directemcnt ou qu'ils soient decharses et recharge, qu'ils soient 
deposes dans des entrepots ou qu'ils soient emballcs de nouveau pour le transport. 

Le paiemenl des fra is de transport des produits en transit et dcs services 
annexes i cm repos age, d&h argument, charge men L entreticn, m an u tent ion, etc.) 
sur le territoire dc chacunc des Hatties Partied T on tract antes s'effect ueni selon 
k tar if le plus bas prevu 

Article 5 

I es 1 lames Parties Con tract an tes, afin d’.iccekrer k transport des produits en 
transit, prendronl les mesures neeessaires pout fadliter la realisation des forma!itds 
de donane et pour reduire an minimum les delais necessgircs au dedouanement 
ties produits. 
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A rude 6 

Les operations de transport conoernant le transit des produits a travers le 
territoire iranien seront eonfices aux soeidles gouvemementales Lranicnncs dc 
transport et eelks eoncernant k transit h travers le territoire de I’Union des 
RepublEqucs Soviet iques Socialistes, eiiix soviet (is de transport soviet iques. Ces 
society conctueroFU entre dies des accords concernant 3e mode des transports 
en transit, k irajel, le systeme des comptcs el de 3a liquidation des comptes, 

I echange des informations sur !e volume des produits pris en consideration pour 
le transport et toutes autres conditions. 

Article 7 

Les Ha u USS Parties Contract antes decide nt de const! liter une commission 
mixte charged de surveiHer I’applicaiiOTi du present accord, ainsi que pour aplanir 
les dilficulteS qui pourraiem survenir dans son execution. 

Article 8 

Le present accord sera sounds a 1’approbation des Parle ments des deux pays 
et entrera en vigueur ii la date de I Change des instruments dc ratification qui 
se fera le plus rapidement possible k Moscou. Sa duree de valid its est de trois 
ans. Si aucune des Pitrlics. trois mob avant I'expiration des trois a ns susmciHkmncs, 
n’annonce pas sa decision de ne pas le reconduire, le present accord sera 
automat ique men t reconduit d'rnmce en an nee. jusqu a ce qu’une des Parties, trois 
mob avant Lexpiration du delai d'une annee. communique sa decision de ne pas 
le reconduire. 

Fait a Teheran le vingt-sept avril milk neuf ecm cinquante-sept en deux 
exempkires originaux swsan et russe qui tool lous deux foi. 

En foi de quoi, tes Plenipoieniiaires susmentionnes ont signe k present accord 
el y ont appose leurs sceaux. 


c 2 
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No. 14 


REVALUATION 01 IRAN'S GOLD RESERVES 

i\) 

Sir Roger Stevens tc j Mr. Selwy/i Lloyd. I Received May 2D 


< 64 E, Confidential) Tehran 

Sir > May IB, ip?, 

\ have the honour to enclose the text) t ot a bill amending the 1954 Note 
* over Act which formed the subject of mv despatch No. 71 of September 8. 

2. Iran's gold reserves have hitherto been valued on the basis of a 
gold rial parity equivalent to an exchange rate ot 32-50 rials to the dollar. The 
bill, which has just been submitted to Parliament, fixes a new gold rial parity 
equivalent to an exchange rate of 75-75 rials lq the dollar, which ts the effective 
rate for commercial transactions, in other words, Iran's gold reserves* which 
during recent years have been greatly undervalued, will now be estimated at ihctr 
true worth. The elfect of this will be that a smaller amount of gold will be 
required to meet the obligation established in the 1954 Act to maintain n 40 
per cent, cover for the existing note cover. 

3. The surplus gold, which is worth some S93 million, !$ to be placed in a 
special account in the Bank Melli and to be used as backing for loans for 
productive purposes, but excluding any Seven-Year Plan or other projects for 
which foreign exchange is already earmarked. 

4 The bill also authorises the Government to increase the note issue to an 
indefinite extent, provided they deposit 100 per cent, backing in gold or gold 
guar.iruced currencies for any notes in excess of those authorised by the 1954 

Act. 

5. The bill is the result of two main trends of thought. The Bunk Melli 
have for a long time wanted to hme greater latitude in managing the note 
circulation. With the resumption of the oil revenues and of the country’s economic 
development, (he demand for notes has been increasing, and although the Bank 
Melli still had a certain amount of leeway under the terms of the 1954 Act, they 
knew a day would come when the authorised issue would prove inadequate. 
But the violent inflation of the Musaddcq era has made the Iranians extremely 
sensitive to any measures affecting the note issue and hitherto the Government 
had not dared to suggest modifying the 1954 Act for fear ihat it might start a wave 
of speculation. 

6. i he initiative for introducing the new bill seems to have come from the 
Shah who,, in his determination to press on with the development of the country, 
was anxious to see pan of these unnecessarily high gold reserves used for productive 
purposes The Bank Melli have been more cautious in their approach to the 
problem, but. after having been for a long time partisans of a tight money policy 
as the best defence against the inflationary pressures in ihe economy, they now 
seem to have come round to the view fwhich is probably the righl one) that a 
better defence against inflation is to increase loans lor productive purposes. 
Imports have been freed, but they can only meet a small part of the country’s 
need-r and unless home and in particular, agricultural production is ureal!v 
increased, there wilt be too much oil money chasing after too few goods. 

7 The only danger of the new policy is that (he Government may be tempted 
to use the S-93 million of gold as an easy way out of its budgetary and other 
difficulties rather than for genuinely productive purposes. There is,, however, little 
likelihood of such a policy being followed so long as Mr Nasser is Minister of 
Finance since, though not a strong personality, he wfis, as Governor of the Bank 
Melli, one of the leading exponents of financial orthodoxy 


ft Not printed. 
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8. In order to reduce to a minimum the speculation which would be liable 
to occur if lengthy debates took place in parliament, the Government have tried 
to hustle the bill through. After holding a closed session, the Majles approved 
it in a day, but the Senate have been more restive under Government pressure 
and l)r, Eqbal had to threaten resignation in order to secure the desired priority 
for the bill. It looks, however, as though the Senate will also approve the bill 
quickly, 

9, I am sending a copy of this despatch (without enclosure) to the 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, to Her 
Majesty’s Treasury 1 ’ to the Export Credits Guarantee Department and to the 
Middle East Development Division, 

1 have. &c. 

R. B STEVENS. 


EP II rimS (2) 

Economic and Commercial Department m Eastern Department, \ Received July / ?\ 

Tehran. 

Dear Department. July 13, 1957. 

Would you please refer to your letter EP 1111 12 of July 2nd about the bill 
to amend the note cover act 

2. The bill was passed by the Senate on May 18th and has now become 

law. 

Yours ever. 

Economic and Commercial Department. 
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EP 1823/1 No + 15 

THE BAKHTIAR1 TRIBE 

Sir Rag&r Stevens to Mr. Riches. I Received June 4 i 

{No. I823 157 . Restricted) Tehran, 

My dear Derek, May SI. /v57. 

1 enclose herewith an interesting note on the Persian tribes prepared by 
John Russell following a slay with one of the heads of the Bakht laris earlier this 
year. 

2. I have only minor comments. The first sentence of paragraph 2 might 
give the impression that nobody at all from this Embassy has travelled in tribal 
territory since the break, I myself went into the heart of the Bakbiiar countrv 
last September when visiting the Kuhrang dam; 1 look tea with the local tribal 
khans and their wives in their black tents, and witnessed extraordinary displays 
of ilieir equestrian skill, i did not, however, have (he same opportunities from 
the khan level of observing the composition of the tribes as John Russell had in 
the company of Abdul khan fLikhlmr. George Hiller too succeeded, after great 
cliff cult) in getting to Firouzabad which is the headquarters of the Qashiiais. 
in April: but his object was not !luckily} the Qasligais but archaeology, 

3. There are two other points perhaps worth making on John Russell’s 
comprehensive report. Firstly, although what he says in paragraph 3 is accurate, 
the Bakht laris are usually thought of as a separate tribe and not us Lurs, !t is 
true that they speak the same language but their characteristics ’ire very different. 
Hie Lurs are particularly wild andunamenable to discipline, whereas the Bakhums 
are unusual!) sophisticated. This difference is due partly to the second factor 
which has played m important part in the evolution of the Baklittam. namely 
the discovery of oil in their territory. This has not only made them richer but 
Ins also brought them into relationship with Western civilisation, Of one can 
so describe pith in a manner which has not happened in quite I he same way to 
any other tribe. 

Yours ever 

ROGER STEVENS. 


Enclosure 

The tribes of Persia to-day are by no means a picturesque anachronism or a 
quaint piece of folklore for the student of ethnography. They form one-fifth 
of the population of the country and are responsible for (he greater part of its 
pastoral economy. Politically their support, or ni least their good behaviour, 
is a matter of considerable importance to the Government in Tehran. In the 
first decade of this century the Bakhtiari forced (he abdication of Mohammed 
Alt ‘shah and in living memory the Qasheai have held Shiraz against the Central 
Government 

2r Nobod) from this Embassy has. I believe, lately travelled much in tribal 
territory at m\ rate riot since the hrofc in diplomatic relations sis years ago, 
It is still difficult to get permission to enter llie Qashgai country So the following 
notes on i short visit to the Bakht ion at No' Rnz may be of interest I only saw 
the settled area on the western edee of the Bakhtiari country m the plain between 
Dizful and Shushtar, tThc great Sassanian dams at both these towns are of 
interest, built by Roman prisoners-of-war after the defeat of the Emperor Valerian 
by Shah pur I at Edessa in 260 A.D.) But naturally there was much talk about 
the wav of life amongst the migratory part of the tribe as well, There seems to 
be little printed material available about the Bakhtiari, so I have expanded these 
notes to give .l wider picture of their historical background, their present 
civilisation and their place in the social economy of modern Iran. Part of this 
k drawn from direct observation, part from what l was told when down there and 
part from conversations with my host's brother Aga Khan Bakhtiar (lately head 
of the Mortgage Bank* now Minister of Labour! and with some of the Bakhtiari at 
Court in Tehran, 
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3. There are six main tribal groups in Iran -the Kurds, I he Luts* the 
Qashgai, the Turks, the Arabs and the Reluchj, No accurate figures arc available 
and the recent census carefully avoided any assessment of the tribes as such. But 
the total musE be somewhere around four million, i I he population of Iran is 
a little under 20 million, 40 per cent, of whom were shown in the recent census as 
being non-Persian,! The Kurds are the largest group, numbering about 600,000. 
Next in size comes the Lur group, divided into Great Lurs and Little Lurs-. The 
Great Lurs in turn fall into three divisions—the Ktih Gelu. Mammasent and 
Bakhtiari. The numbers of the Bakhtiari are difficult to assess with any accuracy. 
In 18X1 Curzon reported 170,OCX): the Admiralty Handbook on Persia, basing 
itself on a count of tents, put the figure at 235,000 in 1942: to-day the Bakhtiari 
khans hazard a guess of 250,(XX) which is probably about right. Finally, the 
Bakhtiari themselves are divided, first into two main groups known as Haft Lang 
and Chahar Lang, then into tribes, sub-tribes, families and tents. 

4. The Bakhtiari are a people of the oldest Persian stock. Thcv are probably 
one of the indigenous Indp-European peoples of Furs. fhe> speak und sing) in 
the Lur language, which is not a dialect but a pure tongue close to old Persian, 
To this day they dislike being called Persians or Iranians—a term they apply only 
to outsiders. Even (lie settled Bakhtiari in the bhushlar plain have never mixed 
with their immediate Arab neighbours whose language, character, economy and 
way of life are radically different from their own. Similarly they never intermarry 
with the people of the Armenian villages settled in their mountain country by 
Shah Abbas. A large percentage of their manpower is permanently employed 
in the oilticjds; but even they return to the tribe to find a wife. Work in the 
oilfields, for the most part in the mountain country far awa> from the towns, 
does not seem to have impaired their tribal health and virility They are on the 
whole a good-looking people, sturdy and independent* healthy und upright in 
the free mountaineer tradition—if not perhaps, as George Nathaniel Curzon 
said. " wholly free from the abominable vices of the Persians *\ 

5. The history of the tribe during the East two centuries has been one of 
.sporadic rebellion and repression. In the early 1740's Nadir Shah broke a 
Bakhtiari revolt and deported 3,000 families to khorassan. But by the end of 
the decade the Bakhtiari. in. all but name, were ruling Persia. Ninety years later 
there was a general rising against the extortions and inefficiencies of Mohammad 
Shall. For 30 years after that the tribe led a prosperous independent existence 
under the last of its really great leaders, Mohumed Juki Khan But Nasr-ed-Din 
Shah was. not prepared Lndefmitdy to tolerate a state of contumacious autonomy. 
Mohanted Taki Khan was tricked and strangled. The same fate befell his successor 
the II Khan of the Haft Lang m 1882 at the hands of [he Zibus-Sultan in Isfahan, 
The last Hash of tribal greatness came in 1909 when the Bakhtiari horse 3,000 
strong rode on Tehran and with British support restored the Constitution and 
forced (he abdication of the reactionary, Russian-supported Shah Mohamed AIL 
Bui three years later the Central Government broke the military power of the 
Bakhtiari. using its new and well-armed force of 7*000 Swedish-offNcred 
gendarmerie, I he final ’’pacification" was carried out by Resta Shah in 1925, 
the tribe was disarmed, its horses impounded, its fortresses demolished and its 
khans taken hostage to Tehran* Some disorders followed Rcza Shah's 
abdication in September 1941; and German agents were active in the country in 
1943, But during the Lust decade we seem to "have seen the end of the long "tale 
of the Bakhttaris' greatness and independence. Disarmament, spotter dreraft. 
roads, telegraph and radio have brought a reluct am peace lo the mountain valleys 

6. The Bakhtiari country proper forms a rough triangle, some 25.(XX) square 
miles in urea, with its apex at Burujird iBo-rujcrdl OS 5tVN 48° 45 r E I m the 
north and its base on a line running from Ram Hormuz 31 15' N„ 49 E, in 
the south up to Isfahan on the east, This triangle encloses a high section of die 
main Zagros watershed, with peaks up Eo 13,000 feet On its base it marches 
with the Qashgui country, a similar mountainous trihnl area: on the north-east 
it is bounded by die settled plain that runs up from Isfahan to Qum; and on the 
west by the alluvial valley of Khuzisian. Within this area, spmselv inhabited 
and difficult of access, the Bakhtiari "Nation" fives, with its centre at Otehar 
Mahal on the head-waters ol die Kanin River, I here you can siili sec (races of 
the great paved road that (he Adi semen id Kings laid across !his wild country 
2,OCX) \ ears ago from Suza to Isfahan. 
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t. Approximately two-thirds of the B&khiiari are still based on a migratory 
pastoral economy. They are not nomadic in the proper sense of the woid h having 
clearly defined summer and winter quarters—' yeylak w and *' kishlak + ’ garmsir " 
and “ sardsir Between these they move up and down along traditional routes 
in spring and autumn—men, women, children, horses, mules, donkeys, cattle, 
sheep, goats, fowls and dogs. The passage of the mountains in the spring is a 
dramatic and incredibly arduous operation, a six-day non-stop trek, in single file, 
(lie men cutting steps in the snow; and the bridge-1 css Karun River has still to 
be crossed on inflated bid lock-skins The cost in life, human and animal, is 
sometimes high. The finest picture ot this age-old movement is given in a film 
made 30 years ago. called " Grass It K a picture practically unchanged to-day. 

s - My host, Abdul Khan Bak hilar. farms 14,000 hectares of land around 
Aqili m :he fertile pi iin between Dizful and Sftushur, which lic^ along the bunks 
of the Karun River at the fool of the Zagros mountains. In his 36 villages lie 
has 11,000 people, all of them Bakhtiaris. Nine thousand are permanently 
settled aii these villages: 2,000 are migratory-, These spend the winter in black 
tents at the fool of the hills and in spring go up north and east into the mountains, 
where they find grazing for their herds until the autumn. Before coming down 
again in the fall they plant a little winter-barley, to be reaped on their return to 
the bills in the early spring. But the main economy at Aqili is a settled agriculture, 
enjoying considerable prosperity. It turns its hack on the mountains and looks 
rather to the plains of Khuzistan, the biblical Elam, down the Karun. known to 
the ancient Greeks as the Lesser Tigris, out into the Shut t-el-Arab and the Persian 
Gulf anti ultimately to India, with whom much of the country’s trade is done. 

9, Abdul Khan struck me as an intelligent hard-working and enlightened 
type of landlord He studied Agriculture ut Birmingham, He is a man of 
abstemious habits and rather serious disposition. Von have only to ride through 
Ids fields to see that his Farming iv efficient and successful. He has 4.000 hectares 
of irrigated land under cultivation, the operation of half of which is fully 
mechanised. A further 10,000 hectares of dry land are under seasonal cultivation. 
Much of this he hopes to bring under irrigation when ihe long-awaited Karun 
dam is completed. U met two of the American engineers working there for 
Justine Courteney, who told me that the survey and plans should be completed 
by this fall; how soon the project will thereafter he brought to reality will then 
he in the lap of the Seven-Year Plan.) On the irrigated land the main crops are 
cotton, rice* wheat, potatoes and tobacco; on the dry land spring wheat, barley, 
oats: clover lupin, various self-sown grasses and vetches; mustard and lucerne. 
Improved and hybrid wheats, (such as that experimented with successfully near 
Tehran on his farm by Seytd Zia Tabalabai), have been tried out but do not do 
well on the dry land. Sheep, goats and cattle, horses, imile* md donkeys are 

g razed on the peripheries by the migratory element of the population, (The 
akhtiari do not raise camels.) 

10, There being no primogeniture in Persian law, the estate was left by 
their father equally amongst the 12 brothers, Abdul has now bought out all the 
others’ shares except that or his brother Mejid, Aga Khan (the Minister of 
Labour I is the only other surviving brother to take an interest in the estate; but, 
lxitig fully employed in Tehran, his concern is necessarily remote, 

II. The women pi ay an influential and emancipated part in Baklitiari life. 
True, they have no inheritance: but tribal marriages frequently have powerful 
dynastic significance, as witness that of my hosts mother. The daughter of a 
Chahar Lang khan, her marriage to the head of the Haft Lang was of considerable 
tribal importance Whilst I wax there she never appeared in the house (except 
at picnic lunches after shooting), but her presence was felt and respected. The 
household is run by her handsome daughter-in-law the wife of Abdul's brother 
Medjid. Garagozlu father and American mother who has sole charge of the 
horse breeding and training establishment and is treated with the greatest respect 
by the tribesmen. Economically the Bakhtiari women make a considerable 
contribution to the tribal finances, as they have entire control of the carpet- 
weaving. Perhaps the most significant indication of their position is that the 
B akhtiari women have never been veiled, 

12. The picture of the tribal prince lolling in luxury amongst the women 
in his silk-lined tents turned out. alas, to be cur from the whole cloth of fiction. 
The house or fort at Aqili is distinguished mainly by its excessive discomfort 
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1 was given the best bedroom; but in it besides two beds, a chair and a wash si and. 
there was not a single piece of furniture, noi so much as a hook on which to hang 
your hat. My room gave direct entry, through a scantily curtained doorway, into the 
main living room. The living room furniture consisted of battered tubular steel 
chairs with canvas seats, a long .side-board, a tudio and a frigid air e. There was 
neither electricity nor telephone nor running water, (the nearest telephone is 
an hour and a half away at Sbushlar, the nearest railway station two and a half 
hours—in good weather—at Andkneshk.) You do your washing in the hamtrnm 
down at one end of the garden, (when the ladies of the household are not using 
it); and everything else at the opposite end of ihe garden, I he food, however, 
was excellent; great piles of rice, meat, vegetables. yoghourL cheeses and fruit 
all eaten at speed and without ceremony. The house was full of family, guests, 
children nannies, undefined elderly females—either aunts or maids one was never 
quite sure which, and numerous young men in B&khliari caps and wide black 
cotton trousers, who sometimes seemed to be retainers, sometimes cousins or 
neighbours. All very informal and all very friendly The only approach to 
comfort or elegance was in the bie tent to which we withdraw after dinner each 
nighi. Here on rugs and cushions the Bakhtinri recapture that dignity and style 
which they lose in the unnatural setting of upright furniture and quasi European 
fixings. The atmosphere is not unlike that of a Scottish castle in the middle of the 
last century, where the gh 11 lies and the stalkers ail bore the same name as the 
Laird and the linos of economic and social distinction were overlaid and softened 
by the democratic structure of (he clan. So here the small khans, the shikari 
aiid the grooms joined easily in the singing and the dances sharing the chieftain's 
water-pipe and leasing him amiably for having ridden a shabby mule during that 
day’s shoot; but never forgetting to use the respectful form of address —“ Abdul 
Khan One of the most amusing of the evening diversions was the *' stick-dance “ 
—half single-stick half sword-dance, executed hv two men to pipe and drum. But 
as I discovered by sharp personal experiment, it was less painful to watch than 
to participate. 

IT Every morning we rode out 20 or 30 strong to shoot either wild boar, 
driven by 200 villagers From the jungle on the banks out into the Karim River: 
or Wack partridge, ridden up in the young wheat fields; or ibex on the diff-face 
that rises 400 metres sheer from the edge of the plain.. This shoot is one of the 
most astonishing natural spectacles that I have ever witnessed To escape from 
the leopards on the top, the ibex drop down the Cliff-face at night and seek shelter 
in the caves and crannies which they alone can reach Twice a year the Bakhtiari 
come to chivvy them out. This they achieve by a method that would brine white 
haiis to the head of any European alpinist. There is one man who climbs the 
cl iff-face: he is 65: he goes up barefoot, alone mid un-roped it takes him an 
hour to reach the top of the elilT. which is practically vertical. When he reaches 
the top he uncoils 50 fathom of rope with u camel-bell at the end of it and then 
starts to inch his way across the cliff-face, spreaders led onto the rocks like a 
fiv on a window-pane, dropping Ins rape down to jangle the bell in the mouths 
of the caves where the ibex are laying up for the day. Suddenly through your 
telescopic sight, vou sec a great pair of curling black horns spring out into the 
sun-light: if you are quick, you get .j shot: and if you are lucky you retrieve 
something of the carcass on I he rocks W0 feet below. We shot five that afternoon. 
The day closed with a vast meal over an open charcoal pit between the black 
terns, followed bv end loss little classes of tea. pipes of opium for the khan and 
his guests dances and songs in the musical Luri language. And then the long 
ride home through the quiet valley, with the stars coming out over ihe Zandeh 
Kuh. 

14. The Bakhtiari are inordinately proud of their horses—who, by contrast 
to the family, live in luxury, There were two large yards with about 50 stallions 
in each, two dozen marcs and as many foals. There arc ill of .j well-established 
and carefully preserved Arab stock, originally imported by Abdul Khan's 
grandfather some hundred years ago. The family never sell u bora and look 
upon the stud as their chief treasure and pride. By contrast to most Arab horses 
that 1 have met. these were wcl! mannered, well schooled and well mouthed. 
We had 20 or 30 of them out shooting each day and practically at! were 
gun-proof, so that you could shoot partridge from their backs without stopping 
os dismounting, The Bakhtiari ate natural horsemen and t noticed that even 
the peasant boys who brought our horses along for us from lime to time when 
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w ? lo s hooi all had a natural ease anti uegance in the saddle. The 

tribesmen pride themselves on their horsemanship, which they are delighted to 
demonstrate to the visitor, shooting gazelle at a gallop, with shotgun and ball 
cartridge, * 

lx lire system ol land tenure, which used to be almost entirely 
share-cropping, has lately been changed in a iarge measure by Abdul Khan to 
one os tenant farming. Eioth parties apparently find I his. more satisfactory. 
Although the landlord has to continue furnishing for a number ol years a high 
proportion of the seed fertiliser arid animals and to finance co-operatives for 
the purchase of machinery, experience shows that the new system gives the 
peasant more incentive and encourages him to plough more back into the land, 
both literally and financially, 

16. The economy ojf this settled farmland has nothing in common with time 
of the migratory pan of the Bakhtiari nation. The latter still live largely from 
htruUo mouth, supporting themselves directly from their flocks, both in food 
and clothing. I enquired how they handled their surplus produce ;ind how they 
JeaH with the World of money and was told that each isroup of families employs 
an agent m the town, to whom it despatches all its meat, cheese, skins, wool and 
so forth for -ale. He in turn purchases such things as sugar, kerosene pots and 
pans needles and ammunition which he sends back up to the tribe. He banks 
the balance of the cash. In lean years a good agent will himself make advances 
At modest rates of interest, 

17. Health in general is said to he good, although one would have expected 
these hot low-lying plains to he damp and malarial. But the mosquitoes have 
been virtually eradicated by D.D.T The main problems now are trichinosis 
and trachoma. Syphilis has recently made its appearance in trod need by 'nen 
returning from their military service,’ Abdul Khan has founded a small hospital 
in the main village on the estate and is buying equipment for ii. Bui his trouble 
is lo get any decently qualified doctor to live in this remote and unaitractive part 
of the country amongst people who do not even speak Persian, 

IK. Education labours under much the same handicaps-. Here again Abdul 
Khan has built a school in his main village, hut finds it hard to get a schoolmaster. 
He has hopes of persuading the Government to find him an elementary teacher 
next spring to accompany the migratory dement of his people when the\ move 
up into the mountains and teach" the children to read and write as they move 
from camp to camp. At the moment 95 per cem of the men in the migratory 
families arc illiterate: and all the women. 

F9. In religious matters the Bakhtiari are pious hui not fanatical. Nominally 
Shia, they have their own Mullahs who travel with the tribe, but are insufficiently 
educated themselves to give any but the most basic Koranic instruction. The 
Bakhtiari arc much given to the veneration of “ pirs 1_ or ancestral saints, whose 
obelisks you see perched on hilt-top*. throughout the country And there are 
more than vestigial traces of the cult of trees and springs. They have no mosques, 

20. Opium is scarcely used either by the tribesmen or by the sedentary 
Bakhtiari peasantry. It is a habit restricted to the khans ,ind at that has onlv 
been known in the country, so m> host told me for the last 20 Years. Lunching 
out in the open after shooting there was usually someone preparing or sacking 
a pipe, either my host or bis mother or his sister-in-law nr a poei friend who 
had come down from Tehran for the holidays. No opium is now grown in (he 
country; they get their requirements from Khorassan The price has risen sharply 
since the new law forbidding cultivation, sale or consumption came into force. 
The con of a mesk.il (five grams) has gone up from 12 to 80 Rials One meskal 
is enough for about four pipe*: from each pipe you inhale five or six deep 
lungfuls: and an ordinary smoker needs from three to six pipes at a time il he 
is to derive any appreciable satisfaction. It has thus become an expensive habit 
at eight or nine shillings a session, 

23. Politically* the Bakhtiari keep themselves to themselves and expect the 
rest of the world to- do the same. In Musaddiq 1 * time T was told, there was an 
attempt at Tudeh penetration, but it met with distrust and hostility in the villages 
To-day nil they .tsk of Tehran is that the politicians shall leave them alone. 
Perhaps the BakhtiariX greatest blessing is tliat they have no Effendi class. Never 
having suffered under a feudal or baronial system, thev seem content enough 
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with their traditional social system, I was struck when riding Lhrough the 
villages and across the farmland by the dose acquaintance which Abdul Khan had 
with practically everybody* He greeted the farmers by name and they all seemed 
pleased to see him. The relationship appeared pleasantly free from any trace ol 
overbearing on the one side or servility on the other. Apart from the traditional 
habit and influences, 1 imagine that this must be due to the fact that Abdul Khan 
spends eight months of the year there land in summer, with an average tempera lure 
of 100* F. and a humidity of 85 per cent, this is no joke); and that he is i 
successful and intelligent landlord. He is, 1 am told, the only BahkLiari Khan of 
any importance who lives on his land: and the only one who is worth anything at 
the Bank. 

22. The Shah to-day respects the traditional Bakhtiari privilege of having 
one of their own people as Governor And a special Deputy represents I hem in 
the Majles. But they exercise no direct influence bn the political life of the 
country and appear to have little desire to do so. Relations w r ilh the ( cntral 
Government have changed out of all recognition .since the days of ReZU Shah 
With the daughter of a Bakhtiari Khan sharing the throne of Persia, the tribe 
now basks in the reflected royal favour, Bui it is noticeable that with very few 
exceptions the Bakhtiari who n at ten on the Court in Tehran are people of the 
slightest consequence in their own country. The raw Welsh squireens at the 
court of the first Tudor must have presented a similar spectacle. Not even the 
Queens father, for instance, nor the now all-powerful Security Chief. General 
Taimur Bakbtiar, were people of any great standing back home. Influence at 
Court and hopes of benefit under the Seven-Year Plan have changed the educated 
BakhtiaiTs reelings towards Tehran, But the tribe still remember the treatment 
they received at the hands ol Reza Shah and look with distrust on the < cniTftl 
Government, whose sole incidence on tribal life b the army, the gendarmerie and 
the tax-gatherer. The " pacification'' of the tribe and the breaking of tiu khans 
is still n vfery recent memory. There is at Court to-day an old gentleman called 
Amir Hussein Khan Bakhtiar, who is one of the- last survivors of the 40 khans 
invited to Tehran by Rcza Shah in the early 1950s. only 12 of whom emerged 
alive again to tell the tale. Out shooting one day we passed the ruins os a little 
castle standing amidst the stumps of what had once been a line orange grove. 
Tins. Abdul Khan told me, had been the summer residence of his father; but 
one day around 1957 a regiment of Lroop* came out from Dizful. on the direct 
orders of the Shah burned the house, cut down the orange trees, and left .main 
without a word. 

25. The army has again been enforcing conscription in the tribal area since 
1955. This, however, is not as unpopular as it used to be since the tribesmen 
now realise the value of the education which their oik can eel whilst doing their 
miliiarv service. The Bakhtiari are only partially disarmed. In this respect they 
have been much favoured by comparison with the other tribes; 300 rifles were 
issued to them last year by the Government for purposes of self-defence. fA rifle 
is still an object of bride lind joy in the tribe and my Winchester was passed from 
hand to hand with loving pats and comments i It is to be noted with whal cure 
the Government picks the people it is going to disarm in my year here the army 
has only been hold enough to tackle the small and isolated tribe of Jawanrudi Kurds, 
never the real toughs like the Bakhtiari or the Qashgat, And it look the murder 
of a party of Point IV Americans to screw up the gendarmerie's courage to the 
point of entering tribal territory in Baluchistan, 

24, The great weakness of the Bakhtiari has always been then internal 
disunity and the absence of a universally recognised leader of the whole tribe. 
The QftShgai, numbering less than 200.000 have played a more effective part in 
recent Persian history mainly because (hey .ire much closer knit and recognise 
one tribal chieftain—at present one of four brothers. But the Bakhtiari, in their 
sharp family pride and refusal of baronial authority, have been prevented by their 
own endless internal dissensions from filling that role on the Persian stage which 
their numbers and undoubtedly military qualities Could have led them to claim* 
There has never for long been a recognised chieftain, whose writ ran throughout 
the tribe. Except under occasional great leaders of the calibre of Assad Khan 
in the early 19th century, Mohamed Taki Khan 50 years later, or Sirdar Assad 
;md Samsam-us-Sullana at the beginning of our own century, they hive never 
for long remained united for a single tribal purpose. All loo soon they split up 
into the basic components of family or tent And this fissiparous tendency has 
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of course always been encouraged and used by successive Shahs and their ministers. 
Without it the Bakhtiarj could have been the Kingmakers of Persian history. 

i5. To conclude these notes it might be tempiiug to speculate nostalgically 
on the imminent passing of a romantic way of life and to deplore the 20th century's 
threatened assimilation of one of the last of the free peoples. But I came hack 
tram the south with no such melancholy inclination. What I saw and heard of 
Bakhtiari life was robust, genuine and prosperous: b\ contrast the encroachments 
of urban civilisation struck me as effete and ineffectual. Psychologically too I he 
atmosphere is healthy and realistic: you see a people enjoying their traditional 
wa> of life not because it is artificially imposed upon them but because it suits 
their needs and they like it. Reza Shah tried to destroy them because ihey were 
not only independent and free-spirited but un-modern, oriental and excessively 
tradiitonal—everything he most disliked But they survived: and to-day they 
continue to lead ihe same life—real, vigorous, healthy and seif-contained. What 
education may do to them when eventually it creeps into the black tents is another 
question For the moment the Bafchtiari seem well satisfied with the life they have 
always known. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 

Tehran. 

May mi. 
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£P JOB 1/25 No, 16 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
AND THE IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ON WEDNESDAY. JUNE 5, 
1957. IN KARACHI 


After the Foreign Minister's dinner f had 
a word with Dr, Ardalan about Farsi and 
Arabi. E said that 1 had meant seriously 
the suggestion which ] had put forward in 
my remarks about political consultation, 
that some procedures should be considered 
for settling disputes between Bagdad Pact 
members. One of the matters which 1 had 
in mind was Lhcse islands. I understood 
that they w r ere in fact only bits of rock 
sticking up out of the sea, and I thought it 
was extremely foolish for good friends like 
Iran and the United Kingdom to quarrel. 
We had this special position of protecting 
the foreign interests of the Gulf Rulers 
In Buraimi we had had to take extreme 
action. We had done it because we believed 
it was the only way of keeping our w p ord to 
the Shaikh of Abu Dhabi and the Sultan 
of Muscat, 

It wav being suggested to us that we 
should take the same sort of action with 
regard to the islands which Iran had 
occupied. My own view was that that 
would be a disaster. I could not conceive 
of anything more foolish from both our 
points of view than that such a situation 
should be created. Could we not consider 


between us some means of evolving a pro¬ 
cedure for dealing with this kind of 
question. 

Dr, Ardakm said that he thought there 
was great force in what I had been saving 
and that such a procedure applied to all 
islands might prevent (rouble between us. 

I said that of course Bahrain was in a 
different category, I did noi want to get 
involved in an argument about them, but 
so far as these pieces of rock sticking out 
of ihe sea were concerned I thought that we 
would be willing to submit all of them to 
some kind of Bagdad Pact procedure for 
Settling disputes between the members. I 
emphasised that we were under considerable 
pressure in this matter, and that our rela¬ 
tions with the Ruler of Kuwait were very 
important to us. On the other hand, we 
regarded our friendly alliance with Iran as 
.1 matter of great importance and we wished 
to reconcile these two positions by some 
procedure which might be evolved within 
the framework of the Bagdad Pact. 

Dr. Ardalan repeated that he was in 
agreement with me. and we parted on the 
basis that both ol us would consider Further 
how to tackle the outstanding matters along 
these lines. 
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El* 1535/15 No. 17 

i HE OIL INDUSTRY OF SOUTHERN IRAN 

\}f , Mermen if. t Sir fitter StrYtiis t Tefmttl) 

IEnclosure to Tehran despatch No. 72 E, of June 20. 1^561 (Received June 251 
Sir* 

An my first tour of duty in Khorramshahr draws to a close and ,i> the majority 
of the overseas staff working in the oil industry of the south are end inis their 
first contract period. I am of the opinion that this is a convenient time to review 
the future of the oil industry as we see it from the south, and to examine the 
problems and frustrations that are facing management, 

Prorfueimn and Development 

2, The lust year has witnessed this great industry once again in advance, 
During the year since m> last despatch on this subject f|Mo. 5 of the 5th of May. 
1956J the industry product ion-wise has moved steadily forward. Crude oil 
exported as such or delivered to the refiners lor export for the contract year 
ending on the 28tb of January, 1957, amounted to 30.200,000 cubic metres* w filch 
was nearly 10 net cent, above the target laid down in the original agreement and 
12,204,OfSO cubic metres above production in the sear ending on the 28th of 
January, 1956. In May this year the refinery was running at an average of 
310,901 barrels per day. compared with 229,220 barrels per day in May 1956, 
To describe a few of the major projects in hand will illustrate the extent to which 
ih‘ operating companies have decided to develop aikl expand. First, and by 
f-T ihe l.irpst project, is the development of the Gach Seiran field. The operating 
companies have already voted £201 million for the bringmu in of this field. The 
aim is to drill within the next two to three years 43 holes, which will give an 
estimated flow of 60Q/I0G bands a day by i960. Second to provide an outlet 
for 1 he Gich Seiran field survey work h in progress for the building of a new 
24-inch pipeline and a loading terminal capable of taking tankers up to 100.000 
ions. At the moment work i.s concentrated near Garniweh* but as yet no final 
decision has been taken as to the most suitable place. Wherever it is decided 
to build the new port, a sum of at least £20 million will be required for its 
construction and that of the pipeline Third, two new loading quays are under 
con lructton at Bandar Mashur, one of which is scheduled to be completed by 
August of this year and the other in 1958. Fourth, there arc to-day eieht rics 
working in the E .folds area compared wiih three at this time hist year. Fifth, 
during the autumn and winter of 1957-58 ti sum of £21 million will be spent on 
survey and exploration in the areas around Bandar Abbas and Ungeh, 

3 These projects, some of which are already under construction will ensure 
that production from the fields of South Iran will be capable of competing and 
keeping pace with the neighbouring oil-producing Stales of Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, The large development programme outlined above is surely conclusive 
evidence that the operating companies not only realise the importance of Soulh 
Iran as an oil-producing area, bin that they have suthdeni confidence in the 
future of Iran to justify these large capital expenditures. 

Staff and Workers 

4, In Abadan to-dav there are 286 Americans. British Dutch and French 
and in Fields 146. Both General Managers Le of Abadan and Fields, Mr. Kuhl 
and Mr. O'Brien. uijreed to renew their contract uid return for a second tour. 
This was fortunate for ihe industry us it has helped to eivc continuity* which is 
very much needed, hi Fields Mr. Dailey <B.P3 was during the year appointed 
Deputy General Fields Manager and from all 1 have heard and from my own 
observations he has done .1 resoundingly good job, Indeed he to <1 very large 
extent, carries the Fields operation. In Abadan Mr. Forgan (Shell), who was 
Assistant General Manager, was replaced by Mr. Jochem (French Shell I as Deputy 
Refinery Manager. In Abadan out of the 286 overseas staff around 70 operators 
who were brought in to teach Iranians the technical operations of the refinery 


SECRET 


SECRET 


51 


will be returning, having completed their jobs, to their parent companies at the 
end ol their contract and will not be replaced. In addition there arc 4 further 
20 or 30 British ot Americans who at the end oJ thetr contract period will not 
be invited to renew their contracts. Of the rest, all the British in Abadan with 
one or tw r o exceptions who have been asked to.come back have agreed* Similarly 
all the Dutch wifi return. Of the Americans approximately 50 per cent, in 
Abadan of those asked to renew their contracts have accepted. In Fields* the 
British anti Dutch have almost to a man agreed to return and out of all the 
Americans invited back only one has refused Apart from the lack of amenities in 
Abadan and Fields and disregarding die climate, conditions for overseas staff 
are good—pay is excellent, staff stores arc well stocked, clubs arc running smoothly* 
modern films are available and by and large staff is well off 

5. In spite of the satisfactory position outlined above, there remain 
problems on the overseas staffing side. First, it has become more important 
than ever that the greatest care is taken to recruit qualified stall. There have 
been examples during the last two years of overseas staff being recruited who 
have not had the technical qualifications necessary to fit the post to which they 
have been appointed. fhis has caused resentment among Iranian staff Indeed 
there are still overseas staff holding down highly paid posts who simply have not 
the necessary qualifications. In order to avoid .1 possible cause ol friction in 
the future the greatest care should be taken m the selection of '■tuff' Secondly, 
there are a number of technical |obs both in Abadan and Fields which require 
the services of overseas staff equivalent to shop steward's rank in England, To 
give one or two examples* welders working on the tank farm at Bandar Maxhur 
(with wives and children there are to-day 70 British in Mashuri. masters and 
mates of tugs in Abadan and Mashur. foremen employed in supervising the 
construction of prefabricated houses, &c.. &c. This class of si iff, the major)tv 
of whom are British and for the most part direct hire, is fairly tough and outspoken. 
Whilst they carry out their technical jobs efficiently, they tend in their spare lime 
to criticise openly [he shortcomings and incompetenclcs of the Iranians, which 
causes friction. Again care should be taken in future recruitment. 

6. In my opinion perhaps the worst problem facing management is the lack 
of loyalty staff have to management Mr. Scholtens, the General Manager* is 
pperily ridiculed in Abadan this perhaps more by (he Americans than the 
Brirish. On the other' hand it is more the British than the Americans who criticise 
Mf Kuhl. saying that lie is a person incapable of taking ,1 decision and that he 
does not inspire leadership. There is no doubt that these feelings are known 
to the Iranians and of course they immediately and inevitably make capital out 
of these differences, Mr* Foirgaii, the Acting Refinery Manager, feels strongly 
and 1 agree with him that these outbursts must be dealt with firmly by 
management if discipline is to be maintained It is vital for the smooth working 
of the whole complex operation that staff are loyal to their respective General 
Managers and to the General Manager in Tehran. 

Iranian Staff and Workers 

7. During this last year there have been several major administrative 
changes and these have tended to make for an unsettled atmosphere. The most 
import an 1 change has been the implementation ol the job classification. This 
h is caused a certain amount of friction* especially among those members of 
the staff who have been informed that they were " frozen ” which means that they 
have no chance of further promotion, Tn the Iona run there is little doubt that 
the new classification system will be for the benefit of the industry but meanwhile 
ii is the cause of certain unrest. Second the cost of living has cone up during 
the last year and [he workers arc finding it more difficult to maintain 1 heir 
standards than they did one vear ago. Whilst the operating companies rnicht 
be prepared to review the cost of living figure with Li view to dram inu an increase 
in the basic wage, the Government hits intervened and ruled against a further 
increase as it would upset the other industries of Iran. In order to try to uet 
over this the operating companies have again reverted to subsidising certain 
baste commodities, such as rice and Hour, in the company stores. Third the 
problem of surplus labour remains and in spite of a sfieht improvement during the 
year is still a cause of worry to labour. Approximately 900 workers were 
transferred off the books ol I.O.R.C. when a private company took over (he 
operation of buses in Abadan; Also the Mini-dry of Labour agreed that a number 
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of labourers could he retired. But there arc suit 24,250 labourers in A bud an 
akme r It is hoped that other private enterprises will be started up in the area 
which will help to draw of! some more of the labour. Fourth, there is criticism 
among some of the Iranian stuff against those overseas staff who arc holding 
down positions that they are not technically capable of filling and of course it 
is well known to all Iranians that the overseas stall arc in receipt of salaries far 
higher than those earned by Iranians. This is a sore point. 

8. The shuffles and re shuffles which have taken place and are still taking 
place,, together with shortage of housing, have caused a certain number of 
Iranians to say to me at various times how unsettled they feet and how they wish 
they could go back to the clays ol A.l.OX. But this ts t rather ypieal Iranian 
reaction In rest in the south presumably always existed and it is difficult to 
foresee a time when Iranian staff and workers could be satisfied. The lack of 
amenities, the climate and the fact that Iranians in the north lend to look down 
upon those who work in the south (which they still regard as a foreign operation) 
make for unsettled conditions. However 1 do not anticipate serious labour 
problems in the immediate future. Provided the political scene eh Tehran remains 
stable, there is likely to be no trouble in the south. But if the politicians in 
Tehran should ever wish (o cause unrest they could in my opinion do so with 
the greatest ease. The key to future stability in this area lies in Tehran. 

Relations Between the Operating Companies und the National Iranian OH 
Company 

9. With the appointment of Mr. Naghavi as General Manager of N.l.G.C 
for the agreement area relations between the operating companies have improved 
ol i of all measure. Mr. Nughavi is a most exceptional person and has worked 
closely with the operaiimj companies and he has their complete confidence. He 
has built N.l.O.C. up to a place of importance and now for the first time during 
my tour of duty one sees N.l.O.C . coining forward and taking a lend, thereby 
allowing the operating companies to withdraw more into the Background. 

10. No further non-basic open lions have been taken over during the last 
year but much work has been done and is being done to prepare for the eventual 
hand over of housing. Both N.l.O.C. and the operating companies realise that 
it is important to iron out beforehand the many problems which arise out of the 
hand over of non-basre operations, rather than hand them over and then try to work 
them out as they did in the case of the Medical Services, 

il Personal relations between N.l.O.C. and the operating companies are 
good. Perhaps the only place where there is a little friction is on the accounts 
dde. where N.l.O.C. have certain British financial advisers who temperamentally 
do not get on too well with their opposite numbers in the operating companies. 
This should not be exaggerated, especially as N.l.O.C. auditors — the British firm 
of Cooper Brothers—enjoy excellent relations with i.O R C. 

Conclusion 

12. This veiir has seen major nlans laid for the expansion ot the oil industry 
of South Iran/ Production of crude has gone steadily up. and the refinery ts 
graJuallv climbing back to its pre-1951 figure. Care must be taken to ensure 
that overseas sialf are full} competent to carry out the tasks for which they are 
chosen and are the best available. A spirit of loyalty must be developed towards 
munitgcmem. The various administrative changes that have taken place should 
now be allowed to scute and work themselves out and if possible further changes 
should be avoided. In spite of the many problems and many frustrations which 
f.iced management l think that one can be proud of she advance that the operating 
companies have made during these lust two years and can hope (hat this progress 
will continue smoothly over the coming year. 

I have, &c. 

JOHN BENNETT. 
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EP 1015/29 No. IS 

AMENDMENT OF THE IRANIAN CONSTITUTION 

Sir Roger Stevens m Mr. Selwyn Ijoyd. {Received June 25) 


(No. 73, Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, June 21. 1957. 

Last month certain amendments to the 
Iranian Constitution were approved by a 
joint congress of the Senate and Majles. 
and were published by royal decree on the 
I8ib of May. Coupled with the constitu¬ 
tional amendments approved by the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly of 1949. these new 
amendments have redressed the constitu¬ 
tional balance of power in favour of the 
Shah. The actual power and authority 
enjoyed by the present Shah has now been 
augmented by an increase in the royal 
prerogative. Muhammad Reza Shah 
Pahlavi has thus regained for the Iranian 
monarchy a measure of the constitutional 
power which was conceded by MuzafTar-ud- 
Din Shah Qajar to the Mujles brought into 
being by the constitutional revolutionaries 
of 3905. But the new amendments are 
not necessarily reactionary and should 
strengthen die parliamentary system in 
Iran. 

2. The granting of the Iranian Consti¬ 
tution and the opening of the first Majles in 
1906 were the fruits of victory gained by the 
liberal and middle class revolutionaries of 
1905 over the despotic Qajar monarch, 
Muzaffar-ud-Dsn Shah. The fathers of the 
Constitution, when drafting the constitu¬ 
tional law of 1906 and the supplementary 
law of 1907. were most conscious of the 
need to preserve their delicate child from 
destruction at the hands of a despotic ruler; 
and they naturally weighted the constitu¬ 
tional scales against the executive power of 
the Shah and in favour ot the legislature. 
The safeguards which they then devised 
left the Shah no Opportunities to have the 
Constitution amended or to dissolve die 
Majles. The expedient chosen to prevent 
the Shah from dissolving the Majles was a 
procedure calling for Senate approval of the 
royal decree of dissolution and the statutory 
basis for the establishment of the Senate 
was deliberately left not approved by the 
Majles during its early years. The rule 
calling for a large quorum in the Majles 
before business and voting could be con¬ 
ducted was a furl Iter device intended to 
preserve the Majles against the Shah and Im 


Ministers. In addition the Shah was bound 
to approve all legislation without delay and 
although the Shah appointed Ministers these 
could be dismissed by a majority vote of the 
Majles. 

3. For the following four decades the 
Senate remained a mere constitutional 
possibility. It was not called into being 
until May 1949, when finally the Senate 
Bill received the approval of the Majles, 
During I he intervening years the Majles 
itself had had a hard struggle for survival. 
In 19(38 the Majles building was all but 
destroyed by artillery fire from Iranian 
Cossacks commanded by the Russian 
Colonel IJakhoff in an attempt by 
Muhammad ’Ali Shah Qajar to dissolve 
Parliament fliterally) and regain absolute 
royal power- and later there were long years 
of parliamentary atrophy under the dicta¬ 
torship of Reza Shah Pahlavi, followed by 
the confusing period of allied wartime 
occupation from 1941 46. As the result of 
its stunied development, by the late 40's the 
Majles, which had started life as a symbol of 
progress and a bulwark against tyranny, 
had become a barrier to constructive legisla¬ 
tion and had almost ceased to carry out the 
normal function of a legislature. Its con¬ 
stitutional power, which had fallen into 
desuetude under Reza Shah, was now used 
to thwart the executive. Political deadlock 
ensued and the situation was skilfully 
exploited by the Communist and fellow 
travelling Deputies in the Majles. There 
was. for example, no question of the 
15th Majles (1947-49) passing a normal 
budget, and the financing ot Government 
expenditure was by monthly appropriations. 

4. 1; was to break thU deadlock and to 
redress the equilibrium of the Constitution 
that the Shah, after consultation with 
certain leading personalities, convened the 
Constituent Assembly of 1949. This 
Assembly, to which each Majles constitu¬ 
ency elected twice the number of members 
it normally returned to the Majles, was 
opened by the Shah m lute April and 
adjourned a fortnight later after having 
approved by virtually unanimous votes the 
two amendments for which it had been con¬ 
vened, The first amendment took the form 
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of n new article added to (he Supplementary 

Constitutional Law of October £, 1907, 
laying down Lie future procedure for 
revision of the Constitution and da tine that 
the 16th lf>„ the next) Majles and Senate 
(whose statute the Majles approved on the 
4th of May) would, us soon as their session 
began, proceed to revise Articles 4. 5, h T 7 
aid H of the Constitutional Law and 
Article 49 ol the Supplementary Law. The 
second amendment approved by the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly revised Article 48 of the 
Constitutional Law and empowered the 
Shah lo dissolve the Majlis and Senate 
either separately or together, subject to 
stating the reasons for dissolution and 
ordering new elect ions so that the Chamber 
dissolved might convene within a period of 
three months, 

5. In February 1950 the Semite was 
inaugurated with the veteran liberal ol the 
1905 revolution, Sayycd Nassau Taqizadeh, 
as its first President. The Constitution 
therefore now gained a third leg on which 
to balance; and at ine same time, the Shah 
gained an effective brake on the initiative of 
the Majles, For the Senate is composed of 
on members of whom 30 are nominated by 
the Shuli and 30 are elected. The Shah can 
therefore be confident of majority support 
in the Senate and the Senate can return to 
the Majles tor a second and third reading 
all legislation excepting financial Bills 
regarding which it can only express an 
advisory opinion. 

(y. In tne same month of February 1950 
the Shah. in his speech from the throne at 
the inauguration of tlie I hi h Majles. 
expressed the hope that the two new 
chambers would complete the revision of 
the constitutional laws enumerated by the 
Constituent Assembly of the previous year. 
This reference to further revision of the 
Constitution met with hostility (rom leading 
politicians and from the late Qavam us 
SulLaneh in particular* And. during the 
turbulent years which followed and saw the 
assassination of Ra/uiara and the rise and 
fall of Musaddeq, no revision of the Consti¬ 
tution as had been envisaged and provided 
for constitutionally in 1949 could hi under¬ 
taken. 

7. However in May 1957 Lhe ptan finally 
was carried through. It is of interest it) 
note that this plan had been set back seven 
years like many other plans in Iran—by 
the wave of anti-Shah and anti-ruling class 
socialism and of anti-Western nationalism 
ridden by Musaddeq. In April the Shah 


had spoken at separate audiences to 
Senators and Majles Deputies about the 
const i I u t ional a me nd men t & to be co ns i dered 
by a Congress of both chamber? and, 
iuddentally, suggested the formation of a 
two-party system now there was political 
stability m Iran, The following month the 
Congress of both chambers was convened 
by royal decree, met under the presidency 
of the Senate President, M oh sen Sadr (Sadr- 
ul-Ashraf). on the 7th of May and elected a 
working committee of twenty-four members 
drawn equally from both houses and under 
the chairmanship of Senator Sa'ed lo con¬ 
sider the amendments suggested by the royal 
decree and report to the full Congress. 
The committee of twenty-four having made 
some minor changes to the proposed 
amendments, these were approved by the 
Congress with only one vole against 
(Senator Less ml and two abstentions on the 
16th of May and were published by royal 
decree on the 20lh of May. 

8. The six amendments considered find 
approved are as follows: — 

(a) Cofntiiuihnai Law 

fi) Article 4 now provides lor the 
number of Majles Deputies to be 
200 (the previous number was 136) 
and for new Deputies to be added 
every 10 years if the population 
has increased and on the basis of 
one Deputy for every 100,000 
people, 

00 Article 5 extends the term of the 
Majles from 2 to 4 years, and 
includes the present 19th Majles, 
which was elected in spring 1956, 
under this provision, 

(iii> Article 6 lays down that the Majles 
may assemble when two-thirds of 
the total number of Deputies are 
in the capital. Previously, in the 
absence of the provincial Deputies, 
the Deputies for Tehran alone 
could form a quorum for assembly 
(jv) Article 7 states that (when the 
Majles has assembled] delibera¬ 
tions can proceed with any 
number of Deputies presetiL hut 
that voting can only take place 
when more than half the Deputies 
then in the capital are present. 
Previously the presence of two- 
thirds of the Deputies present in 
Tehran had been required to form 
a quorum and of three-quarters to 
take a vote. 
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(v) Article H remains as it was 
originally. It provides for the 
Majles to regulate its own holidays 
and sessions and to reassemble 
after the summer recess on the 
6th of October. 

ib) Supplementary Law 

(vi> Article 49 deals with the Shah's 
veto powers. Under the Article 49 
drawn up in 1907 the Shah had 
been obliged constitutionally to 
sign and issue by decree all laws 
passed by the Majles. He may 
now return lo the Majles for 
reconsideration laws concerning 
i i nandal mat ters. I \ t hey are aga i n 
passed by a majority of three- 
quarters or the Deputies present in 
Tehran, they must then be signed 
by the Shah. 

9, Of these amendments, the new 
Articles 4 and 5 increasing the size and 
extending the term of the Majles are likely 
in the long run to strengthen the influence 
and effectiveness of that Chamber which, in 
its past two-year terms, hardly had lime to 
take shape as a corporate entity before the 
season for elections came round again. 
The amendment to Article 7 about the 
quorum for deliberation and voting should 
allow the conduct of Government business 
lo go forward more smoothly and make it 
more difficult for minority factions to 
obstruct procedure. Lastly, the amendment 
to Article 49 increases the royal prerogative. 
Here it should be remembered that the 
Senate acts as a constitutional brake on the 
Majles in all spheres except finance; and the 
lever of this brake is held by the Shah, 
Through the approval or this amendment 
the Shah has now gained the means of 
Checking the Majles in the one sphere of 
finance where in the past it previously 
enjoyed complete independence. 

HI In consequence of the constitutional 
amendments passed by the Constituent 
Assembly of 1949 and tlie Congress of 1957 
and of the establish men! ol the Senate in 
1950. the royal prerogative sn Iran lias been 
strengthensud considerably. Nine years 
ago the Majles was undoubtedly (lie centre 
of gravity in the Iranian body politic. 
To-day, this centre both in fact as well as in 
constitutional theory is to be found in the 
person of (he Shah, The Shah has mean¬ 
while gained the power to: — 

(ii) dissolve both the Senate and the 
Majles whenever the need arises; 


(b) use the new institution of the Senate 
to check undesirable initiatives on 
the part of the Majles, except over 
finance Bills; 

lr> return finance Bills Lo the Majles for 
a further reading. 

In addition, the Shah has in practice 
extensive influence over the nomination for 
election of Majles Deputies and of the thirty 
elected Senators, 

11. With the Shah now dominating the 
political scene as a benevolent if sus¬ 
picious ruler, the Iranian Constitution has 
the appearance of being belter balanced and 
more workmanlike than at any time in the 
past fifty years. Unfortunately, it lacks the 
affect ion and respect accorded to it by the 
Iranian people when k was drawn up by 
Taqizadeh and the other heroes of the 
liberal revolution of 1905. It was note¬ 
worthy that in April of this year Toqizadeh 
resigned from the presidency ol the Senate 
which he had held since its establishment in 
1950 Various factors may have combined 
to prompt his resignation, but one ol them 
undoubtedly was that he did not wish to 
preside over the Congress of both Chambers 
in May because either he regarded it as 
unconstitutional ton the grounds that the 
Congress should have been held in 1950) or 
because he did not agree with the amend¬ 
ment to Article 49 increasing the royal 
prerogative. But otherwise criticism of the 
Congress was only ex press ed openly by the 
political groups in opposition who arc not 
represented in the Majles and who at 
present control no newspapers. These small 
groups—such as the more or less clandestine 
and pro-Musaddeq Nationalist Resistance 
Movement, the Nationalist Iran Party, the 
clandestine Tudch (Communist) Party and 
the vaguely socialist Progressive group 
taking advantage of the occasion in order to 
come out on record against the Govern¬ 
ment. distributed pamphlets declaring the 
Congress unconstitutional and attacking the 
Shah as an autocrat. There was. however, 
little public reaction to the Congress; people 
in general being concerned with the price 
of merit and the overcrowding of buses and 
apathetic towards a Constitution which they 
fed has become the preserve of the Shah 
and the ruling class. 

12. The Iranian people arc Traditionally 
and with the rarest of exceptions mistrustful 
and passively hostile towards the Iranian 
State, Such is their attitude to-day, and 
such will remain (heir attitude towards the 
newly vamped Constitution until the two 
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chambers and particularly the Mfljtes 
become more representative of professional 
itnd lower class opinion and are no longer, 
as at present, monopolised by the ruling 
class and the Shah's nominees. An 
Opportunity to broaden the base of repre¬ 
sentation in the Majles now exists as some 
sixty new Deputies are due for election 
during the coming months and changes in 


constituency boundaries are also likely to 
be made, ft remains to be seen whether the 
Shah will take the opportunity. 

IX I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at Wash¬ 
ington, Ankara, Bagdad and Karachi. 

I have, &c, 

ROGER STEVENS, 
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EP 1701/6 No. 19 


IRANIAN EARTHQUAKES: HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT'S 

PROVISION OF AID 

U) 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr , Selwyn Lloyd. \ Received Jttly ti) 

(No. 401. Confidential! Tehran, 

(Telegraphic) Sidy 8> J957 , 

My telegram No. 599 mot to Ankara, Baghdad and Karachi!: Iranian 
Earthquake. 

Red Cross team has now returned. The) estimate 1.500 deaths, several 
thousands injured, 10,000 families homeless and 200 villages destroyed. Director 
of Public Health in Mazandaran has told Alexander Gibb's representative in the 
area lhat he himself actually saw 3Q0 corpses from the village of Sang Chah. 
Worst damage is in an inaccessible area between Mount Demavend and A mol 
and many of the worst hit villages cannot be reached save h> one or two days' 
journev b\ horseback. It is reported that many of these have not yet sent out 
information or asked for help because they have fully been occupied with 
emergency sett-help and in some cases are demoralised, These factors make 
reliable estimates still very difficult to obtain, 

2, Heads of Moslem diplomatic missions in Tehran have already collected 
locally and presented a cheque for rials 50.500 (£240) eo the Foreign Minister. 
United States Ambassador has made tour of surrounding district distributing rice 
en route and has arranged for three Embassy aircraft to drop supplies. Head of 
Point IV has been instructed to establish himself in the area, effect dose liaison 
with local authorities and meet gaps in requirements by purchasing foodstuffs 
locally with Point IV funds. No request for outside help has yet been made to 
Washington, 

5. I am assured that, at present, neither food nor medical supplies are 
required from outside All accounts suggest, however, that there is a serious 
shortage of doctors and medical facilities m the area and that [here is a prirna 
fade case for sending several surgical teams. On line other hand, local conditions 
both geographically and organisationally, are so difficult that I am not at present 
satisfied that these teams could operate effectively. My recommendation is that 
a qualified medical officer from Headquarters Middle East should fi> here urgently, 
if possible with Air Vice-Marshal Bower on July 10, and be prepared to spend 
up to lour days reconnoitring in the area. Preferably he should bring personal 
emergency medical kit, though this would not be essential, I would arrange 
transport and for a senior Iranian speaking member of my staff to accompany 
him. 

4, A crying and long-term need is for tents. The Prime Minister told 
me last night that at least 10,000 were required; 2,000 have been sent from 
Tehran and manufacturers are being instructed to accelerate and maximise output. 

1 agree that it would only be practicable for imports to come by surface routes. 
Most promising sources seem to be Pakistan and possibly Iraq I suggest it 
is a case for action on United Kingdom initiative bv the Baghdad Pact countries, 
who should anticipate the establishment of the Economic Committee disaster 
service by at once creating, as a first step, a 1 '50,000 fund (enough I fear to purchase 
only part of the teuis required). My specific recommendations arc that; 

(i) immediate financial authority should be sough! to enable us to contribute 
our share to this fund. viz. £10.000: 

fii) thereafter a special meeting of the Depul its in Baghdad should be called, 
on our initiative, to make recommendations to Government's and to 
consider ways and means of procuring and shipping the cents. 

5, l have not approached my Baghdad Pact colleagues here but think it 
would be desirable for me to do so as soon as ! have your authority. 


SKCUE T 
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A/f. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir Roger Stevens, [Tehran) 

(No. 697, Confidential) Foreign Office 

(Telegraphic! " %fy (>, m? 

Fchran telegram No. 401 (of July 8, Iranian Earthquake!. 

Her Majesty's Government have agreed to contribute up to Ei0,000 for the 
relief of distress caused by the earthquakes, 3 propose that we should offer lo 
the Iranian Government to send at once to Tehran from Cyprus the first two 
officers mentioned in P.Q.M.E.F. telegram No. 944 to advise on practicability 
of an army surgical learn operating in Iran. In addition we should offer to send 
a consignment of tents in the aircraft bringing the two officers. 

2 Please approach the Iranian Government accordingly and report their 
reply b\ immediate telegram repeating to P.O.M.E.F If offers arc accepted. 
P.O.M.E.F, should arrange for a Hastings aircraft to take officers concerned and 
a full load of tents to Tehran as soon as possible. The aircraft's ET A. jt Tehran 
should he reported by immediate telegram to Tehran and the Foreign Office. 

3. I do not (repeat nou favour proposal in paragraph 4 of Tehran telegram 
under reference that action bv Her Majesty's Government should be related to 
the proposed disaster service of the Baghdad Pact, or that action proposed in 
paragraph 2 above should await action by the Baghdad Pact, There is no 
indication that the other members of the Economic Committee would be prepared 
to match our contribution, and in any ease action would be delayed and favourable 
publicity for us diminished 

4. No ire peat no) publicity should be given to our offer before 143d G.M.T. 
tomorrow. 


EP 1703/6 (31 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, (Received July 10) 

(No. 404. Confidential) Tehran 

(Telegraphic! My 10, 1957, 

Your telegram No. 697; Iranian Earthquake, 

Offer gratefully accepted. Permission for aircraft landing must be sought 
before close of business tomorrow July 1 1, t.e,. 09Q0 G.M.T 

2. Grateful for earliest indications E T \ 


EP 1701 21 (4) 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, iReceived Jtdy IS) 

(No. 422. Confidential! Tehran, 

(Telegraphic! July 15. 1957. 

My letter of July 12 to Riches Iranian Earthquake. 

General officer has now returned and advises that there is no (repeat no) 
case for surgical team, Although there is evidence of substantial number of 
deaths, toll Of wounded so far evacuated from mountain villages for hospitalisation 
appears very small and in hospitals at Amot and Shahi less than 20 earthquake 
victims could be found. 

2. 1 recommend, therefore that balance of t! 10,000 should be spent on 

conveying maximum number of tents by most economical means. Spare tent 
pole** have been distributed so as to enable inner and outer tents to be used separately, 
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thereby housing double the number. We should now be supplied with as many 
further tents with corresponding number of tent poles as possible. Unless these 
can come from Cyprus on a service and training flight (in which case flight of 
July ft should surely be put into same category and not charged against £10,000), 
I recommend despatch from HabbanJya. 

3. It should be remembered that we arc publicly committed to supplying 90 
tents and so far have only had 57. Thirty-three is. therefore, the minimum 
further quantity; and 1 would hope that finance would allow a considerable 
increase over these, particularly in view of consideration!; and facts listed in 
paragraph 50 of my teller under reference. 


EF 1701/21 (5) 

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir Royer Stevens i Tehran) 

(No. 1749. Confidential! Foreign Office , 

(Telegraphic! July 15. 1957 , 

Tehran telegram No. 422 (of July 15; Earthquake relief) 

Now that surgical team is not required we can make available 50 repeat 
50 160-pound tents from Habbsniya, Please arrange for their despatch to Tehran 
free bv Iraqi Air Force if possible or failing that by road. 


F.P 1701/21 f*) 

Sir Michael Wright to Mr, Selwyn Lloyd (Received Jtdy Iff) 

(No. 873. En Clair! Baghdad. 

(Telegraphic! My Iff. 1957 . 

Foreign Office telegram No. 1763 to Baghdad, 

Two Royal Iraqi Air Force Bristol freighters, each carrying 25 tents, will 
fly to Tehran tomorrow morning. July 19. 
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EP $15/33 No. 20 

THE INTERNAL SITUATION IN IRAN 

Sir Roger Sievenjt \n Mr. Riches, t Received July 23) 


<No. 10118/57. Confidential) Tehran, 

July IS. 1957. 

On the eve of my departure on leave the 
internal situation, and the future of the 
Eghbal Government remain obscure. 
There it. every reason for a change of 
Government but no indication that it will 
lake place immediately. 

2. I he circumstances of the Shah's return 
have not made the situation between him 
and hts Prime Minister any easier. The 
Shah was brought back, probably unwil¬ 
lingly* by the appeals of Mr, Ala. Dr. 
Eghbal appears to have been doubtful 
whether his return was necessary. Allhough 
the Shah has now visited [rather cursorily) 
the earthquake area and found the damage, 
or at least the casualties, less than he was 
led to believe, it is reliably reported that, he 
has upbraided Eghbal for not supporting the 
move to get him back. 

3. Eghbal himself is profoundly de¬ 
pressed—as. my United Slates colleague puts 
ii “ resigned hut not resigning.” We both 
had L3ii hour with him yesterday, and he 
paused out his heart once more about his 
difficulties with his master. He had worked 
with him for fourteen years: he came to the 
Premiership with an unblemished record: 
he had selected a team of Ministers who 
were absolutely L 'dcan'; he had really 
supposed that he, unlike his predecessors for 
many years back, would be [rusted by the 
Shah and allowed to get on with his job. 
Instead, he was faced with obstructions at 
every turn; it was only loo obvious that the 
Shah had no more confidence in him than 
in any one else, h seemed to he part of his 
technique of government to listen uncriti- 
caiK to people who were not in authority, 
and to mistrust, and continually cross-check 
the behaviour, of those who were. While 
abroad, he had received a constant flow 
of louche characters, and engaged in many 
obscure operations on his own initiative 

I My United States colleague was told that 
the Shah has concluded a deal witn Mr. 
Greif about the Lar Valley Development 
project,} The first thing the Shah had done 
after hi> return was to have a reie-d-rete 
lunch with Mr. A Earn, the self-styled leader 
of the Opposition, He had received the 


Chief of Police [General Alavi Moqaddam, 
Eghbill’s sworn enemy) but not his superior 
the Minister of [he Interior, He had ordered 
Eghbal a » successor as Rector of the Univer¬ 
sity to join Alain's People's Party, thereby 
undoing all EghbaEs good work in keeping 
po! i t i us off the C. i mpu s. He had su m m oned 
a meeting of Ministers since his return and 
told them that lie was the fountain head 
of all authority, and that he expected to be 
told in detail what was happening in every 
department of Government. He, Eghbal, 
found the position of being Prime Minister 
without responsibility an intolerable one. 
Nevertheless, in response to a direct ques¬ 
tion, he told my United States colleague 
that he dal not intend to resign. 

4. Nor is there at the moment of writing 
any solid evidence to suggest that the Shah 
intends to throw him out—yet. He may first 
wish to gauge Hb popularity. He may 
be genuinely anxious lo study the Govern¬ 
ment's record during his own absence before 
reaching any decisions. He may also be 
struggling with the problem of a successor. 

I he only candidate who is being holly can¬ 
vassed at the moment is General Hcdayat 
(Personalities Report No, 64), who has 
certainly been very pleased with life for the 
past week; but he may not yet be ripe, or 
the Shah may hesitate to launch out with 
another general so soon after Zahcdi. Per¬ 
haps. too, he is waiting in the hope of 
tripping up Eghbal in a big way. He is 
known Lo be very angry with him for giving 
way to the Mijlis about the clause in the 
revised Oil Bill requiring reference of all 
agreements concluded to Parliament. He is 
annoyed about the earthquake. He no 
doubt resents Eghbai's puritanical efforts to 
discourage gambling, reform the Royal 
Household and restrict the Shah's extra¬ 
mural contacts. Ii is certain that they had 
a flaming row some time ago about the 
artificial creation of parties. But none of 
these are popular issues. Nevertheless, it is 
hard to sec that so ill-matched a partnership 
can last for very long, 

5. If Eghbal is removed, or resigns in 
disgust, it will he a dismal day for the 
country and, I fear, a watershed in the reign 
of Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. It will have 
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been conclusively proved that the Shah 
cannot work with an active, hardworking, 
courageous, honest and competent Prime 
Minister. Jf latterly Dr. Eghbal has been 
impudently outspoken, and superficially 
disloyal -and on this ground alone the Shah 
might seem justified in removing him—I am 
convinced this is the effect of the frustra¬ 
tion arising from the Shah’s attitude towards 
him, and not its cause. No man of com¬ 
parable cah'bre I even it there was one in 
sight, which there is not) could he expected 
to work with the Shah again on such 
onerous and even humiliating terms. The 
Shah will have assumed full responsibility 
for governing the country-something 
which, unaided by men of ability, goodwill 


and strength of character, he ix not capable 
of discharging. It will be a naked auto¬ 
cracy. tempered only by intrigue, good 
manners and inefficiency. 

6. The tragedy is that if only the Shah 
would concentrate on military and foreign 
nflfriirs, and leave the running to his Prime 
Minister on the internal front, they would 
make an effective team. But I fear it is too 
late to hope that this may yet happen, 

7. I am copying this letter to Bowker, 
Wright, Symon, Caocia and to the Political 
Office with the Middle East Forces. 

Yours ever, 

ROGER STEVENS* 
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EF 10 [3 3 Ho. 31 

POLITICAL REPORT ON IRAN FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF mi 

Wi\ RiismII to Mr. Setuyn tJr>wt [Rvn'ivcd August 

(No. 32, Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir, August L 1957. 

Tfic distinguishing feature on the Iranian scene during the second quarter 
or !957 was the uneasy relationship persisting between the Shah and hits Prime 
Minister. 

2. The quarter also saw the Spvlet Embassy working vigorously to increase 
cultural exchanges and to bring about co-operation over the development of 
border areas between the Soviet Union and Iran. 

3. British exports ran at the new high level of 133 million per annum. 

I nii'rmil A (fain* 

4. In early April the Shah replaced Ala as Prime Minister by Eqbal, who 
had been holding the appoint menu of Court Minister and Rector of the 
University. Ala had held office for two years, and while he had proved a lailhful 
executive undo: the Shah's direction he had little drive or leadership His 
substitution by the younger, more vigorous Eqbal. who commanded considerable 
good will amongst the educated academic, bourgeois and professional classes, 
was a well-timed move on the part of the Shah, The question immediately asked 
was how would the Shah share the fruits of power with his new premier? Eqbal, 
ambitious, immensely industrious and hi urn spoken, was obviously eager to 
assume greater authority and initiative than had been permitted to Ala. Would 
the Shah id low this while retaining for himself the direction of foreign policy, 
control of the army and, through Ebtehaj. supervision of the Seven-Year Plan' 3 
Among EqbaFs Iranian well-wishers the question generally was answered with 
scepticism. They were convinced that the Shah, having had his fin tiers burnt so 
badly by Musaddeq. would never again allow- a Prime Minister to build up a 
position’of strength which might event unity rival his own. The Shah would 
carefully limit Eqbafs sphere of influence by throwing around him a ring of 
political opponents. The new premier's evident ambition would, of course, tend 
to make the Shah far more suspicious of him than he had been of bis obedient 
servant Ala. 

5. Events since early April have borne out this line of thought although 
the pattern of the Shuh-Eqbal relationship has been somewhat obscured by the 
Shah s absence from Iran from late May onwards, Eqbal came in with a flourish: 
a sensible and (mainly) honest cabinet was chosen by the Shah and Eqh d between 
I hem: military government was immediately lifted: limited freedom was promised 
to the Press. and some encourage men I given for a renewal of party political 
activity. It w as known that there would be no change in foreign policy, based on 
ihc Western alliance, or in Ebtehaj's direction of the Seven-Year Plan Organisation, 
while I qbal summed up his domestic programme in the word " work ’2 But since 
those first weeks of hope for belter government and \ more liberal atmosphere, 
Eqbid's prestige has fallen rapidly and he has lost popularity through his clumsy 
and overbearing attitude towards Press and Parliament, and his reckless criticism 
of previous ministers. There have been few signs, unfortunately, of his ability 
to formulate policies and get things done He has displayed prodigious energy 
in dealing with the petiLions which pour in from every corner of the country 
but on major public issues such as improving the Tehran bus service or 
reorganising the Tehran meat company, he has proved disappointingly ineffectual. 
Throughout he has been hamstrung by the Shah's refusal to allow the removal 
of his mm. General Ah-ivi Muqaddnm. from the post of police chief. or to compel 
the provincial governors to work through (he proper channels rather than to ihc 
Shah direct. The sceptics are already convinced that Fybal will make no headway 
in gaining from the Shah what he regards as the measure of authority due to him 
unless the United Slates and Britain are oreiwed to intervene in an attempt to 
limit the Shah's autocratic powers. Eqbal has laid the blame for his lack of 
progress on die fact that his bands have been tied by the Shah. His complaints on 
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this score have, of course, been drawn to the Shah's attention. Relations between 
the two men are now bad. White they may well be patched up. they are not likely 
lq show any real improvement in the near future. 

6 During the quarter criticism of the Shah increased lo a noticeable degree: 
and this trend was not only confined to the overcharged political atmosphere of 
the capital. It was, for instance, also noted in Isfahan. This criticism ranged 
over a wide tidd of dissatisfaction but a number of specific examples can be 
mentioned: EqbaFs complaints that his hands have been tied: Taqizadch's 
resignation before the constitutional congress in May; the resentment of former 
ministers, such as Euruhar. at being kept in the dark while (he Shah and emissaries 
from the Court were negotiating the Italian oil agreement in the early spring, 
public disappointment in Tehran over the Shah’s refusal to have returned to the 
Senate Khajehnuri. an honest anti well liked man who had led criticism of the 
Ala Government in the previous Senate: and widespread disapproval of the 
informal photographs which were eagerly published bv the Press of the Shah 
and Queen Soraya on holiday in Europe. Previously, this tv pc of criticism 
directed against the Shah could be expected from the submerged nationalist and 
Left-wing groups, Bui now it has also begun to seep through the conservative 
upper and middle class ns well* The kilter now tend critically to identify ihc Shah 
as the mainspring of government, whereas in the past they were more content to 
voice their dissatisfaction against the cabinet in office. This resentment springs 
largelv from dismay at the increased powet ;md influence of the Shah who 10 
years"ago was u lesser man than his Prime Ministers but who to-dav towers 
above them and their political followers. The Shah is now entrenched in his 
poiilica! position, with (lie army (and, in Iranian opinion the Western Lowers! 
firmly behind him. and need fear no immediate challenge from any quarter 
However, it is disquieting to note that the tide of middle class opinion which has 
run with him for nearly four years is now turning against him. 

7, As directed by the Shah a constitutional congress of both Houses of 
Parliament look place in May, It amended the Constitution in order to increase 
the number of Majles Deputies from 136 to 200* to extend the term of the Mujtes 
from 2 to 4 years and in order to allow the Shah to send Hack financial bills 
to the Majles for one further reading These amendments were passed 
unanimously but it was noteworthy that Taqizadeh the veteran liberal resigned 
from his presidency of the Senate in order lo avoid presiding over si congress 
whose task was to approve an abdication by the Mujles, previously the sole 
repository of power concerning financial appropriations, to the Shuh. Various 
semi-clandestine opposition groups published pamphlets attacking the congress 
and the Shah. 

k. The promise made by Eqbal in April of more freedom for political 
association did not in fact produce my great party political activity Dr. Ba.qaTx 
Toilers Party held one meeting; ihc hard core of Mnsaddeq's faithful adherents 
who form the National Resistance Movement appeared io he gaining ground and 
produced a couple of well written anti-Govemmem and ami-Shah pamphlets, 
and AsaduLlah Alam made some progress in forming the conservative, official 
Opposition (People’s) Party* desired by the Shah. 

9. The first labour trouble which has occurred on any l.irae scale during the 
past three years broke out at Agha Jan in the Khuzistnn oil fields on the ?6th of 
June, where a strike of a thousand oil workers look olace for a revision of wage 
scales. This strike, which was soon quietened, may well be a harbinger of more 
labour trouble to come in the oil fields, although the Government look prompt 
action to set up a committee to investigate the circumstances It dso suggests 
that the low wages of many classes of workers throughout Tran will have to be 
increased shortly if further outbreaks of labour trouble are to be avoided The 
strike appears to have hcen quite genuine m its origin. 

10 The main business of the Majles was to discuss and approve a bill 
enabling the Government to negotiate oil concessions with foreign companies. 
This bill, which is required to replace oil legislation outstanding from the 
Musaddeq cm. had a rapid passage through the Mujles, which retains its 
constitutional right Eo ratify or reject concessions negotiated by the executive, 
The bill has (since (he end of the quarter) been improved bv the Senate and now 
on |y awaits the royal signature. The way is then clear for the Shah to present 
the E NY-A.G 1 P oil concession agreement to the Majles (whose members arc 
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hefng kepE back in Tehran for this purpose) and for N.LQ.C to negotiate in 
earnest with the various international oil companies who are showing interest in 
Iran. 

Economic A A airs 

11 ■ In May Eqbal announced to the Majles that his Government was faced 
■-Mi h n serious budgetary deficit as the result of false accounting employed in the 
present Lit ion of ihc 1057' 5# budget by his predecessor’s Government The 
Government are finding difficulty in meeting payments, but the recent increase of 
about !J per cent, m the posted prices for Iranian crude oil and the hoped-for 
increase in oi! product ton above the guaranteed figure may enable the Government 
to scrape through. 

1^ The Inteinations I Hank made known its willingness to make further 
loans for development projects to the Seven-Year Plan Organisation which, 
although its prestige remains low in Iranian estimation, scored a minor success 
m April through the opening of the Tehran-Meshed railway line. The rate of 
flow of pilgrims to Meshed has more than doubed in consequence and land values 
in the holy city have risen impressively. From Isfahan and other provincial 
centres came reports of local prosperity due to an extremely good harvest In 
Tehran the bazaar continued to prosper and new buildings and shops mushroomed 
up Ltsier Shan ever. 

13 Khuzistaiu the oil operating companies (Consortium* went ahead 
Steadily with development and expansion During Tune, crude oil production 
totalled 2 9 million tons (compared with 2 26 million in June 1956), and 
throughput at the Abadan refinery was f-2 million tons (compared with 0 9 
million for the same month last year). At Tehran, the standing ot the Consortium, 
which w.iis unaffected by the speculations concerning the new oil legislation’ 
remained good. Abdullah Entezam succeeded Bayat as Chairman of the 
National Iranian Oil Company. 

Foreign Affairs 

14 Iranian foreign policy based on <hc Western alliance and the Baghdad 

™ was undoubtedly given further strength by United Stales adherence to the 
Military Committee of the Pact at the Karachi meeting in June. While there is 
little popular regard f or the pact in Iran as yet. it is beginning to be looked upon 
as ;i more or less permanent institution which, with the promise of American and 
British financial support, may now bring material benefit to Iran But the 
permanence of Iranian attachment to the pact must always be considered in 
relation first to the Shah's political position and then to the possibility of the 
Russians exploiting a weak internal situation in order to detach Iran from the 
pact White the Western alliance and the Shah’s position both appear strong and 
stiibk' there is now evidence to show the Russians have launched a persistent 
and vigorous sapping operation. This operation appears designed to remove 
Iranian apprehensions as to Russian intentions through the promotion of frequent 
sporting and cultural events and exchange visits; then to arrange tor Russian 
technical assistance for economic development and. finally, to neutralise Iranian 
opinion and detach the country from her Western friends in much the same way 
as Afghanistan has been squeezed into the position of benevolent neutrality to 
the Soviet Union. As yet, these Russian sapping operations have not included 
serious attempts to resuscitate the Tudch Party or directly to undermine the Shah's 
regime. But they have, of course, included attacks on the Baghdad Pact and 
pressure on the Iranians to increase economic co-operation with the Russians 
For their part, the Iranians have resisted this pressure staunchly 

lx Russian activity during the quarter included the bringing down from 

Moscow in April of a delegation led by Kuznetsov, a senior under-secretary 
in the Soviet Foreign Ministry, for the final signature of the IranoSoviet frontier 
delimitation agreement; and the reception in Moscow during May of General 
Jahanbani for the signature of an agreement on the procedure for settling frontier 
incidents. A delegation of university professors led by the Rector or Tehran 
University, Dr. Farhad* was also received on a stale visit to the Soviet Union 

which may be reciprocated by a visit of Russian academicians to Iran (The 

Rector returned profoundly impressed bv what he saw.I In addition, three Soviet 
football teams and a small group of musicians came on tour <o Iran An 
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Irano-Sovtei trade agreement, on routine lines as far as the nature of goods to 
he exchanged is concerned, but covering a three-year period, was signed as was 
an agreement on irano-Soviet transit trade. The latter may have considerable 
future importance, but it has vei to be implemented. Also muter negotiation* 
with pressure from the Russians and prevarication from the Iranians, was an 
air transit agreement. And, lastly, a party of Soviet engineers arrived m Tehran 
to hold preliminary discussions for joint Irano-Soviet development of the Aras 
and A trek Rivers on the north-western and north-eastern frontiers between the 
two countries. All in alU die Soviet Embassy had a httsy and versatile quarter. 

16* The British relationship with Iran gained from a steadily improving 
trade, our exports running at the rate of £33 million per annum, which surpassed 
the pre-oil dispute peak," There was, unfortunately, no marked improvement in 
the position or prestige or Mowlems I he largest and most controversial British 
firm in this country.' A flurry of British Press articles about Iran caused a 
temporary excitement and were eagerly scanned for suggestions that they heralded 
a change of British policy, Those written by Miss Elizabeth Monroe in The 
Economist and Mr, Maurice Green in The Times were by and large welcomed 
for Eh dr sane analysis of the faltering economic and uneasy political condition* 
But most considerable impression was made by Mr, Anthony Nutting's article 
in the AViv York Herald Tribune which contained some critical, true but 
undiplomatic sentences about the Shah and Princess Ashraf, It said what 
everyone wanted to read about them, and so intense w'as. this desire that roneoed 
copies of the article were fetching up to £3 in the bazaar. The article drew a 
protest from the Court Minister to Her Majesty's Ambassador, and excited the 
easily-aroused suspicions of the Shah, who at the time of its pub l sea I ion was on 
a state visit to Spain. (Subsequent impressions unfortunately confirm the fact 
that this article has in fact done us serious and perhaps lasting damage.) 

17. It was ascertained that Ehe Saudis had rc-occupied the island of Arabi. 
As regards Farsi. which remains under Iranian occupation* the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry in a note dated the 17th of June a^ain rejected the Sheikh of Kuwait’s 
claim to sovereignty over the island, which had been reiterated by this Embassy 
in a note dated the 4th of May. 

IS The massive American support for Iran continued without apparent, 
discord and the West Germans moved quietly ahead in trade and with their 
plans to establish technical high schools at Tabriz and fell ran 

19, All in all it was a period or suspense and disappointment, tapering off 
to an uneasy lull in the relations between the Shah and his Prime Minister and 
to a sour-iempered resumption of the country's infinitely slow and painful advance 
towards social and economic improvement. 

20 I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives 
at Washington Ankara, Baghdad, Karachi and Moscow, the Head of the Political 
Office with the Middle East Forces. Cyprus, Development Division. Beirui md 
to the Com in tinder-in-Chicf. East Indies Station. 

I have, &c. 

J, W. RUSSELL. 
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THE IRANIAN PETROLEUM LAW 

Mr. HttsseU to Mr, Sehvyn ifovd. iReceived August 6) 

4 No* K7 E, Confidential) Tehran. 

Sk t August 2, 1957* 

I have the honour to enclose the text* i <tf the newly approved law which 
regulates the condition under which Iran’s oil resources outside the Consortium 
area arc to he developed. I his I law is intended to be the kevsjone in the Iranian 
Government's newly declared policy of developing their oil resources either 
themselves nr in effective partnership with foreign companies rather than hv 
acting as a landlord and sleeping partner as was the ease in the 1954 agreement 
with (he Consortium. 

2. The genesis of this law is as follows Having failed last summer to 
interest the major oil companies in the idea of an effective partnership, the Irani it ns 
proceeded to negotiate an agreement on this basis with an Italian Company 
lA.ti.I.I-.j. I hi s agreement, which wits initialled in March is valued by the 
Iranians as much for the stimulus which it is hoped ;t will provide for the other 
oil companies ns for ns expected benefits. _ The next step was to prepare n bill 
which would provide blanket cover for this and other agreements with foreign 
companies. 1 lie original draft, which was inspired by Mr. Meybud. the Shah’s 
unofficial adviser on oil matters, did not provide for any alternative to partnership. 
The Iranian Government subsequently decided to cull in an American expert, 
Mr. BafzelL to redraft the bill and to leave the door open to arrangements other 
than partnerships. Subsequently, the Iranian parliament proved unwilling to 
accept the provision in the bill that only agreements other than partnerships 
should be subject to parliamentary ratification, and in the end the Government 
conceded that all agreements should be made subject to parliamentary ratification 
A number of other minor modifications were made, bill the law which finally 
emerged is, 1 believe, broadly acceptable to the international oil companies. 

3. in a recent statementl i fa copy of which is enclosedj Mr. Entezam, the 
he : i of the National Iranian Oil Company [N.I.O.C .i has explained the philosophy 
behind the bill. There are two courses open lo *he Iranian Government: one is 
to leave the development of !heir oil resources to the international companies 
and content themselves with collecting a share of (he revenues, the other is to 
develop these resources themselves and thereby receive a greater share of revenue. 
Mr, Entezam stressed all the factors which are needed to do this—capital, 
technical knowledge and a marketing organ is Litton, arid he explained that while 
in time Iran hoped to carry out all these operations herself, il would be necessary 
in ihe early stages to go into partnership with foreign companies. Finally, he 
explained that the Iranian Government would be prepared to enter into agreements 
other than partnerships, provided the additional benefits they received made it 
worthwhile for them. For example, the Iranians might expect a heavier initial 
payment in order lo compensate them for the loss of the additional revenues which 
a partnership would have produced. 

4. The law makes the NJ.QC, responsible for negotiating and entering into 
oil agreement* subject to the approval of the Government and of parliament; 
these can be of two main kjridfr— partnerships and other iirnine&menrc. The taw 
distinguishes two kinds of partnerships—mixed organisations and joint structures 
—but this is a distinction of Utile intrinsic importance which was introduced for 
the convenience of the American oil companies. A joint structure tx a partnership 
which K also a single legal entity and a mixed organisation is a partnership 
in which the partners retain a separate legal existence. In any partnership, the 
N E.O.t ’s share must be not less than 30 per cent.: ihc law also offers more 
favourable conditions for partnerships if the N.LOXVs share is 50 per cent, or 
more than for partnerships in which il is less than 50 per cent. The law is 
deliberately vague on the obligations of N I.O.C, in a partnership. Although 
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the implication is that N.I.O.C. should contribute to the operating costs, as well as 
receive profits in proportion to its shareholding, the door has been left open lo 
arrangements whereby the other partner meets most of the operating costs. 

\ The law does not define the arrangement* other than partnerships, but 
these would presumably be on the lines of the Consortium agreement In any 
case, whatever the type of agreement entered into, the Iranian Government wilt 
collect 50 per cent of the difference between the cost of the oil uid its market 
value. In the case of partnerships they will in addition receive their share of the 
profits; in other words, if N. I.O.C'. enter into an agreement in which they have 
a 50 per cent, share-holding. Iran will receive 75 per cent, of the oil revenues, 

6, The law provides for the division of the area outside the scope of the 
Consortium agreement into zones (there will probably be 25) of which one third 
will be treated as national reserves which can only be developed by N.I.O.C, 
acting on ils own; NJ.O.C can employ foreign contractors for tins purpose but 
cannot enter into partnerships or other arrangements in respect of ihese areas. 
It has been announced that the Qum field wjli form part of the national reserve. 
The remaining zones will bo out out to international tender, an operation which it 
i* expected will begin within a month. 

7. In addition to paying tax and possibly a share of the profits Ihc foreign 
companies entering into agreements with N.I.O.C", will have to nay a rental until 
such time as their tax liability exceeds I he rental. Pan of the rental will be 
payable as a lump sum when they sign the agreement; alternatively, they may be 
allowed to undertake to meet all the exploration costs including NTO.fVs 
share. 

8. There is likely to be a long queue of applicants of all degrees of reliability. 
The first agreement to he signed will probably he the one with A.G I P., which is 
going to be submitted for approval by parliament in the form of a single article 
bill within the next few days. It has also been announced that the representatives 
of a Japanese group will come to Tehran in August to negotiate an agreement* 
probably in res j wet of the Charbahar area. Although moo of the oil companies 
have been ploying their cards very close lo their chests, it seems clear that a 
number of major oil companies including Standard of New Jersey and Shell, arc 
interested, sis well as several of the larger American Independents, The latter 
seem to be interested both in the possibility of makine agreements with N.T.O.C, 
to act as contractors and buyers of the oil from the Qum field and also in bidding 
for oilier areas. Il also seems that while the Independent are likelv to accept 
partnership arrangements* the major oil companies are not at present willing to 
do so. Although ihe door is open to agreements other than partnerships the 
major oil companies will find themselves under considerable pressure, both from 
the Iranian Government and Iranian public opinion to enter into partnerships, 
and in the next few months they will have to balance the nsk of losing some of 
the best areas in Iran to smaller companies against the consequences to their 
workTwkle position of accepting a partnership 1 * The Iranian Government, for 
their part* will no doubt lake into account (he greater resources which the major 
oil companies can offer. Heavy down payments ami rentals may initially secure 
the major oil companies non-partnership agreements, but in the long run there is 
likely to he mounting pressure in favour of partnerships, 

9, I am copying this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassadors .it Washington* 
Tokyo, Baghdad, Karachi. Ankara. Paris, The Hague and Rome to the Pol il Seal 
Res idem at Bahrain and P.G.M.E F 

T have. Ac 

J. W. RUSSELL. 
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ET 1701/31 No. 23 

IRANIAN EARTHQUAKE: HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENTS 

PROVISION OF AID 

Mr. RuMt’li to Mr. Setwvn Ltoyd. (Received Ufgust 2 7 > 

(No. 99. Confidential! Tehran, 

Sir A ugusjt 24, 195 7. 

The time has come to sum Lip the steps taken by this Embassy and the British 
Community in Tehran to organise relief in ihe recent earthquake, The Iasi 
connected account of this was given by Sir Roger Stevens in his Letter 1702 57 
of ihe 12th of July to Mr. Derek Riches. 

2. E he visit nt General Officer to the stricken areas (paragraphs ft and 7 of 
Sir Roger Stevens' Letter under reference and Tehran telegram No. 422) proved 
that we could most usefully help the afflicted by concentrating on the provision 
of tents. There was no case for a surgical team, 

X Of the 57 tents we had originally received from Cyprus, Mr. Hardman. 
Assistant Press Officer at nhis Fmbassy. distributed 30 through the Red Lion 
and Sun Society at Amo! between the 12th and 3 3th of Julv (Copies of his 
report and of those of the other members of the Em bass; who distributed tents 
are enclosedt !.i We later received 50 more tents from Habbuniva. Oi the 
tents which now remained, Mr. Martin Rerthoud, 3rd Secretary at this Embassy, 
distributed 47 on two expeditions (from the Iftdi to the 20th of July in the 
Lurcjan area arid the 31st of July to the 4|h of August in the Liur area) and 
Mr. Hugh Franks* 2nd Secretary Commercial at this Embassy* bx»k 30 (between 
the 24ih and the 27th of July) to the Zirab area* With our experience of Iranian 
charitable and other organisations we thought it wiser il possible to distribute the 
tents ourselves direct to the needy villagers rather than hand them over to the 
Red Lion and Sun Society. In the event of a total of 107 tents we gave out 77 
personally and handed 30 over to the Red Lion and Sun Society The direct 
operation was of course conducted at a certain risk of offending the Iranian 
authorities, At a high level I think they were a little put out, but their 
representatives on the ground seemed to understand perfectly well why we wanted 
to give the tents out personally and to sympathise with our attitude. Apart from 
the four journev reports. I enclose copies of a reportO written by Colonel McLean, 
which gives useful factual and technical information about Ihe earthquake. 

4. On (he financial side the British Community's earthquake relief fund 
collected a total of 11.964. Of this sum £500 was contributed by “The Save the 
Children Fund” of Australia* £200 by “ the Save the Children Fund" of the 
United Kingdom. £250 by Rust on Hornsby Limited, L250 by Rondel Palmer and 
Tr iton and £2tx) h> John Mowlem & Company Limited (firms which have 
interests in Irani The remainder is made up from contributions by the British 
Comm unity i including this Embassy) and other miscellaneous donations from the 
United Kingdom and Iran The British colony committee, of which 1 am in 
the chair, has decided to give half of this sum to the Red Lion and Sun Society 
and half to the new Queen Soruya orphanage at AmoL which is taking in children 
whose parents perished in the earthquake. 

5. In retrospect I think we can be satisfied that wc did all that could be 
expected of us. In fact, given our slender resources both in finance and in 
manpower, we did extremely well. The earthquake was not really a major 
disaster It was over-reported at first as 1 was able to see for myself at first hand, 
when on the first and second days I happened to be driving back from North-East 
Iran through practically undamaged areas, which the Tehran Press was reporting 
totally destroyed. But this was only on the edge of the real quake area. This, 
as was liter learned, was concentrated in a few mountain valleys high up in 
remote places excessively difficult of access There (Lie final total was around 
LOGO dead. 500 seriously injured, and 10,000 homeless. Bad enough, in all 
conscience Our efforts were much appreciated here and got good publicity, 1 was 
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told by a representative of the International Red Cross from Geneva that the 
British response was far and away the best in Europe. In these circumstances E 
did not venture to question the decision (Foreign Office Telegram No. 7% of 
the 19th of Julyi not to make a cash gift of the £1,500 or so balance unexpended 
from Her Majesty's Government's approved £ 10,000 maximum contribution in 
kind, 

b fo wind up this business. I should like to mention the excellent work done 
by certain members of the staff of Her Majesty’s Embassy, both in organisation 
here in Tehran and in convoy and distribution work at The scene of the earthquake, 
the hitter un arduous, delicate and usually ungrateful task. Particularly active 
and effective were: 

Mr. Martin Benbond, 3rd Secretary 

Mr. Hugh Franks, 2nd Secretary. Commercial 

Mr. Alan Read. Labour Attache 

Mr. James Hardman, Assistant in Press Section 

Mr. Willy Amin, Registry Clerk in Commercial Section, 

7, [ am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador, 

Baghdad, and the Poliiical Representative with [Lie Middle East Forces in Cyprus, 
who both gave material assistance, and to Her Majesty's Ambassador in Ankara, 
and the United Kingdom High Commissioner in Karachi, both of whom may have 
a general interest m such operations, 

T have, Ac. 

J. W, RUSSELL. 


56*22 


SECRET 


t 



















70 


SECRET 


tl J J05I 17 No. 24 

RECORD OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE A NO Or. ARDALAN IN THE UNITED NANO NS ON 
WEDNESDAY; SEPTEMBER 25. 1957 

I>j. Aidalan had a conversation with me this morning. He raised the 
Iollowing points: 

I- Dr. Ardaliin said they were anxious to help us in anv way ihev could in 
the Persian Gulf. He wondered whether it would he a good thing for the Shah to 
imuc some of the Gulf Shaikhs, like the Shaikh of Qatar, to Iran. He had been 
made a great fuss of in t airo and he thought that if the Shah made a fuss of him 
in Tehran it might turn his eyes away from Egypt. He said he did not want us to 
think that this suggestion was put forward with the idea of weakening British 
influence in any way. I said I would consider the idea and let him know our views. 

2 He then went on to ask whether it was not possible for Iran and Britain 
io work out a common policy in Ihe Gulf, He referred to an article, in the New 
} ork Times, saying that it shook! be culled the Arabian Gulf, Of course the 
Iranian Government did not Jike that idea at all. He wanted to emphasise again 
that the) fully recognised our position and they wanted to strengthen it and not 
[t> weaken n That had not always been the'view of the Iranian Government 
I here had been times when they had wanted to diminish our influence and increase 
their own. [heir present attitude was quite different; having regard to the 
Communist danger they wanted to improve the situation there/ He referred to 
Egyptian teachers. 1 told him about the difficulties of getting teachers from 
elsewhere. He said he hoped that we were nos thinking of a rapprochement with 
c clone! Nasser He was certain that Nasser was fully implicated in the Syrian 
business and that it would he disastrous for us to think that we could advance 
Western interests by coming to some agreement with Nasser. I said that that was 
my own view So far as British interests were concerned, 1 did not rule out an 
agreement with Nusser. but it would have to he one in which the Egyptians paid 
by way of definite concessions for everything they got. We were not itotng to be 
led away by vague promises, 

f Hc said that the Iraqis were hanging hack on agreement about (he disputed 
iron tier in the Shatt-al-Arab. Some Iraqis were saying this was because the United 
Kingdom Government did not want an agreement. The Iranian Government did 
not. bdk’ve that at all* but rF we could give the Iraqis a prod it would he a ^oud 

thing. 

4. Etc asked whether we could not agree to an Iranian Consulate in Kuwait. 

1 said that the difficulty, as he so welt knew, was that if we allowed one. we had to 
allow others and it was very difficult to draw the tine. Therefore we thought it 
was really in the interest s of all of us to maintain our present line. 

5. He said that the King of Iraq was going to pay an official visit to Tehran 
He thought on the 11th or 12th of October. There would be three days of official 
visit and then he would stay on to shoot for about a week. 

6. Later in the day, before luncheon. I raised the question of the Oman. t 
said that 1 understood there was a representative of the Imam hanging about the 
United Nations and pressure was being brought to hear upon the Arab States to 
support inscription of the Oman question, 1 hoped that he would do his best bv 
way of quiet discouragement to prevent this happening. Dr, Ardaian undertook to 
give Mr. Ahdoh instructions to that effect. He quite agreed it would be most 
undesirable to have the Oman discussed. 
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POLITICAL REPORT ON IRAN FOR THIRD QUARTER Ol- 

Mr. Russell to Mr. Selwyn Uoyd, {fteceived October Ijl 

(No. 114. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir. October U, 1957. 

During the third quarter of 1^57 the Shah directed Iranian energies towards 
the fulfilment of two policies -greater participation in the development ol her 
own oil resources, and forward movement in the Persian Gulf. 

2. The approval given by Parliament at the end of July to the legislation 
which forms the keystone of Iran's new oil policy was followed by the ratification 
in August of the partnership agreement between the N.I.O.C. mid the Italian 
concern A.GJ.P — Mmefaria. Over Persian Gulf affairs, Iran sought closer 
understanding with the United Kingdom, and took the initiative in establishing 
relations with the Crucial Coast sheikhs. 

3. The Shah's position appeared stronger than ever before. On his return 
from abroad he made it quite plain to ins Prime Minister and to the public that 
he would continue personally to direct all affairs of importance in this country. 
In various declarations, public and private, he expressed his betid" that it was 
Iran's destiny to become a great power in this part ol the world. The internal 
situation remained exceptionally stable under the firm control of SAYAK the 
efficient and loyal security organisation- -a new phenomenon in recent Iranian 
history. 

4. Foreign activities always loom large on the Iranian scene and in the 
Iranian mind, and during September important moves were made by the two rival 
power Noes: on the 38th of September the Russians chose to present a note about 
the situation in the Middle East to the Shah* and a few days earlier Standard Oil 
of New Jersey Mn association with Shell—a fact which has not yci reached the 
Press I offered a laree sum of key money Tor an off-shore oil concession in the Gulf 

Internal Affairs 

5. The Shah, urged by the Minister of Court, Husain Ala, cut short his 
Mediterranean holiday and flew back to Iran on the 12th of July in order to Gsii 
Mazanderan. where a severe earthquake had occurred 10 days earlier causing 
considerable destruction in several score of mountain villages and the death of 
perhaps 1.000 hill men. Having made his personal Appearance in the earthquake 
area, the Shah quickly came to grips with his immediate political problems, which 
were to define his relationship with the Prime Minister, Eqbal, and to drive the 
oil law and the N.LO.C-A.G.LP. agreement through Parliament. 

6. During the Shah's absence on holiday, Eqbal had been complaining openly 
that his authority as Prime Minister was being undermined by the Sluih's proclivity 
for dealing direct with Ministers, provincial Governors, and, in fact, with all 
comers on matters of Government business, Eqbal felt, with some just ill cat ton, 
that his due measure of power was being denied him* and said so. The Shall 
was, of course, informed ot Eqbai's complaints and, at the time of his return, it 
scented that if Eqbal maintained his attitude then a showdown, probably leading 
to Eqbai’s dismissal or resignation* would have to take place, Bui as it happened* 
Eqbal when faced by the Shah did not nrcss Ins case: he knuckled under, and 
has since assumed bis true function as a hard working executive who Joes not 
attempt to impose sweeping new policies on the mould of Iranian political life, 
Developments have shown that it will require either a man of no ordinary political 
skill or a nationalist movement tired by strong emotions to challenge the power 
of the Shah, 10 years ago the Shah was a lesser man than his Prime Minister, 
and four years ago the division of rower between the Shah and General 7i hedi 
was fairly evenly balanced. But to-day. in the I7lh year of his reign* the Shah 
has at last consolidated his power and towers far above his Ministers and Generals 
The Shah made this fact quite dear to Malles deputies whom he addressed in a 
boastful and domineering manner on the 28lh of July. 
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In lias speech Lhe Shah spoke in the most oaflftdeiu tones about Iran's 
oil potiev and boasted that the N.I.O.C* would one day be Use biggest oil company 
in the world. On another occasion the Shah spoke oi his determination dial Iran 
should have a tanker fleet of 500,000 tons in IQ years' time. Negotiations for this 
are proceeding with various countries, including Japan. There h no doubt that 
Nhw, of the impetus behind Ihe new oil policy came from the Shah who* trt this 
and other matters, has shown himself determined to push Irart forward on the 

^ hc originfll draft , of ,he oil law <™ch regulates the condilions 
under which Irans 01 J resources outside the Consortium area arc to he dcve'oped) 

w ? s . ins P ,r J d h ? Jhc Ahmed Mehbud t his unofficial adviser on oil 

alTHirs . md 2?!> provided for partnerships between the N.i.G.C, and foreign 
wnnf!? n h^' Hawe Y*£, when n became apparent that a regulation of this nature 
h ' v unacceptable to the major American and British oil companies an 
AmeriLiin expert called Batzdl was called in to redraft the Bill so a** to leave the 
'I''. ; npen for other agreements as well as partnerships. It was thus Batzell\ Rill 
wliich hnally went before Parliament and emerged as law with only one mayor 
U r nd m 3 f0 ™. b [0adly acceptable to the international oil companies. 

the asserted Ms constitutions] prerogative 

C0 S ^ h 5 d «Pl«sure, was that all future oil agreements (and not only 
agreements other than partnerships as envisaged in the Government's Bill! must 
he subject to Parliamentary ratification. 5 N mu5t 

S. The internal situation remained exceptionally stable thanks larsdv in ihe 
emergence of SAVAK. General Bakhtin security and information o^nis^on 
as an efficient, loyal and feared secret police. SAVAK enjoyed a great success 
m early July when they captured Ruzbcfk the Tudch Partv leader wKo had b-n 
in hiding lit Tehran for the past four years. ' n 

j' ”^. ere werc indications that the Shah intends io make use of SAVAK in 
a wide and versatile manner. In addition to its security and intelligence duties 

! l 4 i 2 k?" , to C ?I nrr( I* ^ iQ promote ,j settlement of the wage dispute 

in the oi] industry and to keep m touch with the Persian Gulf Rulers. 

IQ. Slow progress was made in establishing the official political parlies desired 
by the shah, public opinion being apathetic and cynical towards this vent Lire 
However AsaduUah Alam has already formed the Mardum (Peoples! Party as 

1 1te Slll m i S a &AT Fa S* er haS beer5 by the Shah into ma'kina 

it known that he will lead a pro-Governmem Social Democrat Party and Hassan 

Arsanja .ml an energetic journalist, has been given leave to start the Azadi (Freedomi 
group whose appeal will be directed specifically towards (he middle class. 


Foreign A (fairs 

11 The conclusion of the N I.O.C-A.GXP. agreement on terms which 
appeal very favourable to Iran marks ihe inauguration ol a new nolle v of 
independence m oil matters. The success of A.G.I.P. in securing what are tlimieh 
lo be the mosl likely exploitation areas must now lx followed up by striking^! 
quwkly and then making a settlement with the major American and S oil 
companies over marketing arrangements, Bui this is largely an Italian problem 
From the Iranian point <ff view, the great gains made are to have kindteS Italian 
m eresi m economic co-operation with Iran and to have raised the price for fore ™ 
nr! ^ to the level of partnership with 75 per cent. 

. [ Hi I beNTOC are now emraged in manprng the other concession \ re an 
tvai ^hk outside Ihe C onsortium zone and, when this has been done the offer 

"IScrbiils ilmlard 0 “ ° f VCW Jerse >’ She,t Wlit * considered togcS withf™ 

12 In the Persian Gulf also the Iranians have taken the initiative by te vita up 

1 S dm * sh ! , ^ hs /[? m J 5uba! ' Q* Ut and Sharjah on the Tmdal Coasi m visit 
.in js guests of the Government In the event only the sheikh of Dubai turned 
up. However, the object of the Iranian exercise was presumably to enter Into 

?hi“ y asSOCialion wilt5 lhc sheM »«i Ihfe was »Sd’In 

13. Meanwhile, the Shah and his Ministers have been active in suitmkH™ 

!l T 1] . s jha( the time has now arrived for closer co-operation between 

the ruled Kingdom and Iran over the disposition of affairs in the Gulf The 
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Shah has also set his heart on having a bigger and better navy in the Gulf and, 
the Americans having turned a cold shoulder, has made several requests for British 
assistance in this matter, 

14. The Shah may have scored an international success with his A.G.I.P. 
agreement, and he has at least moved forward in establishing contact with the 
Gulf Rulers, but lus effort to convene a conference of Middle Eastern Heads -of 
State to discuss regional problems such as Syria has so far proved to be j failure, 
I his was his second attempt to call such a conference, the first having been made 
in December 1957; and its lack of success must be attributed partly to faulty 
timing and partly to the fact that the Shah lends to over-estimate his standing and 
influence in the Arab countries, 

15. United States relations with Iran remained close, but were suhicet to 
some criticism over the alleged American opposition to the A.G.I.P, agreement. 
Should American financial aid to Iran, in the shape of contributions to ihe military 
budget and Point IV activities, be cut down further, then coldness and flashes of 
hostility towards the Americans may well be shown by the Shah and the ruling 
class Meanwhile, the Shah is maintaining great pressure on the Americans to 
provide him with (he most modern and newTanded items of military equipment. 
He seems at times to have flashed past the stage of being satisfied with conventional 
armaments suitable for internal security such as tanks and ami cured cars, 

16. Russia remained friendly and continued to cultivate the Iranians 
strenuously. The main Russian success was the signature on the 11th of August 
of a convention for ihe drawing-up of engineering plans for irrigation and 
hydru-doctric barrages on the A raxes and Atrek Rivers. The Russians can now 
be expected to press forward with this work at stakhanovite speed, and the 
Iranians to drag their feet. Meanwhile, the Russians are doing all they can to 
promote exchange of visits of all kinds, and Tran tops the Jrsi of countries at which 
Soviei broadcasts are directed. 

17. On the 18th of September a long and abh written note from President 
Voroshilov was delivered to the Shah. This note, which has not yet been published, 
appears to be an attempt to define the latest Soviet attitude towards the Middle 
bast and. by extension, to the whole Asian-African Hoc. The note maintains 
that the Soviet Government support the independence and national aspirations 
of the newly established countries, whereas the Western Governments, while paying 
hp-semce to their independence, want to keep them in political and cconoml- 
subjection. I he note makes specific mention of Syria and was undoubtedly 
intended to have some effect m relieving Wextern and* particularly, Turkish 
pressure on that country. The Shah has accepted the note calmly arid is in no 
hurry to reply. Meanwhile, the Iranian Government have protested robustly to 
(he Russians against Marshal Vershinin s speech of the Sth of September in which 
he claimed I hat conventional Soviet rockets would be enough to dcstrov Iran and 
Turkey. 

18. British prestige in Iran has unfortunately now become enmeshed—as f ir 
as the Iranian public is concerned—with the Mtmtem affair: Mowlems. the largest 
Britts] i linn operating in Inin, are responsible as road construction consul tint? 
engineers to ihe ST .PO. lor supervising the biggest and most costlv single project 
financed by the plan: in over two years of operation thev have made "singularly 
slow progress for a variety of reasons, and the rute of their achievement is inevitably 
regarded by many Iranians as the criterion of the British (Government rad 
people's} desire and ability So assist and fortify Iran. Muwlem's are now engaged 
in negotiating a new contract eoverine a smaller mileage of road with she S V EG 
Their prospects of being able to him a sizeable section of road built in the 
immediate future arc bad; and, as the result of the unfortunate predicament of (his 
British company, we as a nation are likely to forfeit a large measure of the goodwill 
which we might otherwise hope toenjov in Iran, 

19. Otherwise our position here was well held. The suspicion which the 
hhah enterttuned m the early summer that the British were contriving to weaken 
his DOS I Uon by inspiring Press attacks wore off and was replaced by a friend! v 
attitude: (he British Council opened its first provincial ecnlre at Tabriz: British 
governmental and private contributions to the Mazanderan earthquake relief were 
umch, fitting and well publicised; liaison over the production of rati-Communist 
mateml was organised under Bashdad Fret rusnices; Cosurn-John Brown were 
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on the point of securing a large new pipeline contract in the south, A.C.V. sold 
250 buses to the Tehran municipality and on the 30th of September the first 
repayment ctf £ I ■ 65 million of the £10 million credit extended to Iran in 1955 was 
July made. These were routine advances on a front where our flanks may soon 
be exposed to nationalist inspired attacks against Mowlems and against the British 
position in the Persian Gulf, 

Economic Affairs 

2D. Intern at ion a] developments in oil mainly having been dealt with above, 
it remains to he noted that the Consortium announced an £18 mi Ilian programme 
for expansion of production in the Agha Jbiri and Gaeli Saran oil fields and for 
the construction of a Holding jetty in the Persian Gulf to handle 20 million tons of 
crude oil exports per annum. In July and August there were strikes among oil 
workers in the southern fields which led to the ^raising of the minimum wage for 
the industry in Khmdstun from Hi2 to 99 rials (9s. fid3 per day, an increase which 
apparently will cost the Consortium and the N I O C some £2■7 million per annum, 

21. Ehtdi.ti, the director of the S.Y.PO, who was confirmed in his 
appointment for a second three years, left for the United Stales an mid-September 
for the plenary session of the Internal tonal Bank. 3i is believed that Ebtehaj will 
attempt to secure from the Bank further loans for S.Y.P..Q. development projects, 
such as road building and the ambit ions CTapp-UHenthal plans for agricultural 
and industrial expansion in KhuzLstan. 

22. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives 
at Washington. Ankara, Baghdad, Moscow and Karachi, the Head of the Political 
Of lice with the Middle East Forces, Cyprus, Development Division, Beirut, and to 
the Commandsr-m-Chief. East Indies Station. 

I have, &c F 

J, W. RUSSELL. 


SECRET 


SECRET 


75 


EP 1015/45 No, 26 


DIMINISHED PRESTIGE OF Dr. EQUAL 

XIr Russell to Aft. Sefwyn Lloyd. {Received November 12) 

(No. 126. Confidential! Tehran, 

Sir, November 6, 1957. 

Dr. Eqbals Cabinet has been in office seven months to-day. Its record during 
that time has not been bad. although it has few major constructive successes to 
sts credit. It has, however, put the final luudi to the Italian oil agreement and 
achieved a number of unspectacular but useful administrative improvements inside 
the country. But in the course of this Dr. EqhaLs own reputation lus unfortunately 
not gained. Although he is still respected as a well-meaning, hard-work mg and 
personally disinterested man. he has shown himself a poor politician and a worse 
psychologist The academic, intellectual, professional, liberal and bourgeois 
classes had high hopes of him when he took office. But these hopes have been 
large!) disappointed. Dr. Eqbal now seems to these people to have surrendered 
Ins liberty In the Shah and to have become just another Kings man. To (his 
unhappy impression Dr, Eqbal himself gave added colour last week when he 
addressed the Majles deputies about the recent arrests of nationalist elements, 
This speech was a masterpiece of political ineptitude. 

2. To place the speech in true perspective, 1 should like first, if ! may, to 
recapitulate the story of the arrests. These begun in late September, when a 
number of small fry belonging to the National Resistance Movement (the 
ex-Musaddiq National Front! group were brought in, here and at Meshed, 
apparently for having helped write, print and distribute the National Resistance 
Movement pamphlet of Iasi July which attacked the Governments oil policy and 
the Shah’s autocracy. On (he 23rd of October, the day after General Bakhliar's 
return from Europe, Sayyed Reza Zanjani, the brains behind the National 
Resistance Movement, and Dr. Abdullah Mo'nzzami, a leading National Front 
figure who was Vice-President of the Majles under Musaddiq and whose brother 
was Musaddiqs Minister of P.T T., were arrested. In till some 60 or 70 pjoplc 
were rounded up; of whom about half have now been released after interrogation. 
Among those taken the only other personalities of consequence were Mihmi, a 
mullah from T abriz who attached himself to Musaddiq and became a Mai!-s 
deputy and Shariati. a religious scholar. Both were living in Meshed, Meanwhile, 
no Press continent about the arrests had been allowed and no Government 
statement issued. In consequence, the atmosphere was highly nervous and full 
of rumour. 

3. On the 8th of October, Behbeh.ini, an independent-minded Majles deputy, 
had tabled a motion calling on the Prime Minister to explain and just if) the 
arrests, This is what Dr, Eqbril tried to do in his speech of the 29th of October, 
But before the Prime Minister began, Behbdiani had h chance to set the stage. 
He said that Musaddiq used to throw into prison everyone who oppose 1 him, 
claiming that they were traitors: and that now Eqbal d>,. the Shahj was doing the 
same. I he people sir rested could hardly have been in touch with foreign enemies he 
said, as present conditions were very different to those obtaining in MusadcLTs day. 
Now the Russians were hard at work praising the A.G.I P, oil agreement u>id the 
Americans were giving Iran a great deal of economic aid and in Hilary co-operation, 
whilst the British were allies of Iran through The Baghdad Pact. Tt was therefore 
unlikely (hat foreign Governments were intriguing against the country. He then 
went on to say that in spite of four years of oil revenue nothing hud been done 
for the people of Iran, who should at least be allowed to express their opinions, 
Why had those who did so been secretly arrested? And why had the Press been 
silenced? 

4. Dr, Eqbal did not have many concrete facts to offer in reply, but he 
laboured the point that (hose arrested were traitors, had confessed to being in 
touch with foreigners and would be tried. He went opt at intolerable length trving 
lo justify ihe Government’s action in language which was hectoring throughout 
and sometimes coarse, vulgar and even blasphemous. He had been appointed 
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Prime Minister b> the Shah; and he was going \o stay Prime Minister whatever 
■dn\ deputy, journalist, or intriguing foreigner thought, or said, or did. He would 
be Prime Minister just as long as the Shah wanted him, 

5. Putting things this way Dr, Eqbal stripped away the farads of democratic 
Government which responsible people are trying to create and uphold in Iran, 
and exposed with quite unnecessary blatancy the facts of the direct imperial 
autocracy which at present runs this country . (That such an autocracy is probablv 
essential in Persia to-day is another thing, it is bad politics for the Shah publicly 
to echo King Faroulfs auto-biographical epitaph—' I was the power behind the 
Throne "j This frankness, combined with Dr, Eqbals abject servility to the Shah 
and his irresponsible language, has upset his upper and middle class supporters 
and. ! fear, permanently lost him the sympathy of most of the deputies. 

6. Dr. Eqbal s references to foreigners have been generally taken to mean 
the Americans, It seems reasonably certain that, some of the innumerable 
American intelligence personnel here have been in touch with men tike Mo azzanu 
even if only for the sake of the information they can collect. There is no evidence 
whatsoever that either they or the American Embassy proper are running the 
National Resist nice Movement group as ;t shadow alternative Government. It 
is humanly only too tinderstnndable tint the Iranian authorities should wish to 
give rhe Americans a ran over the knuckles every so often and I know from what 
Dr Bubal \ ■ >, told me himself recently that he finds the Embassy's activities 
tactless and impertinent. The Ambassador lectures him in a heavy paternal manner 
and he resents it. Bui his way ol showing it to the Majles has noi helped to improve 
things, 

7. In she Eqbisl Cabinet things keep more-oMess going, although the 
Ministers have little opportunity for any imaginative policies. So far there has 
been no real attempt to tackle Iran's perhaps most serious problem—Civil Service 
Reform, There have all summer been rumbling* of resignations, but these have 
only come to ;t head in one case, that of Agha Khan Bakhtiar, the honest and 
dccerit Minister of Labour, an old and true friend of Britain. Under the combined 
stress of ill health, disappointments in his Ministry and pressure from interested 
groups in the course of t Cabinet investigation which he was conducting into 
some contract irregularities, Bakhtiar finaljy handed m his resignation. The Shah, 
however, has refused to accent it and insists that Bakhtiar shall continue as 
Minister of Labour, although criving. up his second tend much preferred) position 
as Head of the Mortgage Bank. 

8. This is the only major sign of wear and tear so far showing m the Eqbal 
Cabinet. And a partial reconstruction will be enough to tide it over this trouble. 
The Shah evidently intends to keep it in office for some time yet, as early this 
week he made it clear to the deputies no whom he now aives a monthly audience) 
that he would not tolerate any harassing tactics designed to bring down the 
Gmernineni, But on present form, it is hart! to see how Dr. Eqbal can I fist beyond 
next spring, 

9. t he Shah's strategy is quite simply to keep a series of puppet Prime 
Ministers in power white he himself continues to pull alt ihe vital strings behind 
the scenes. This is becoming increasingly evident and is beginning to do him 
political damage, at any rate in liberal, constitutional circles. This discontent 
howler should not blind us to the fact that the .Shah is running the country with 
some skill and great determination. There is a noticeable and widespread increase 
in domestic prosperity, fDr Eqbal\ favourite illustration of this, which he quoted 
when I went to have a talk with him in Ills office one day last week, is that there 
are now 25 times more bicycles in Esfahan than there were seven years ago,) 
In foreign aSTiurs the Shah has consistently shown himself steadfast, courageous 
and determined in the face of all Soviet bluster and blandishments. For this, in 
his exposed position and with i weak, irresolute and backward country behind 
him. I submit ch it he deserves great credit 

10. This despatch started us a review- of the record of Dr. EqbaTs Cabinet. 
It brings up to date the picture which ! last drew in my letter of the 28th of August 
to the Head of Eastern Department. There l reported that Dr. Eqbal. after a 
few months fighting for hrs head, was answering to the bit and beginning to 
come back into his master’s hand. This process is now almost complete. The 
country js by comparison with past form quite well rum probably better and more 
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honestly than at any time since Reza Shah's prime; but the liberals 1 hopes of 
Parliament or Cabinet taking over the realities of power from the Throne continue 
to be disappointed. The Shah both reigns and governs And on balance, given 
the immaturity of constitutional and political thought and practice in this country, 
it is probably better for Iran (and for her allies} that in the present disturbed 
state of the world be should continue for the present to do so. It will require 
many years of internal and external stability before this country can safely enjoy 
the luxury of democratic Parliamentary rule, without a stroma and arbitrary hand 
somewhere behind the scenes. 

II. lam sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at 
Ankara, Baghdad and Washington, the United Kingdom High Commissioner at 
Karachi, and the Political Adviser in Cyprus. 

I have, &c. 

J, W. RUSSELL 


56622* 


SECRET 


M 













7S 


SECRET 


EP (t M JK No, 27 

IRANIAN FINANCIAL CRISIS 

Sir Roger Stevens io Mr Sefwyn LloycL \ Received December 241 


(No, 146 E, Confidential! Tehran. 

Sir, December /P, /957. 

With reference to my despatch No, 38 E. 
of March 30 last and my telegram No. 799 
of December 12,1 have the honour to report 
that i> is now evident that the Iranian 
Government will be faced with a serious 
budgetary deficit in the current year and 
that this situation is likely to grow worse 
during the Iranian year 1337 which opens 
next March 

2, The over-optimistic estimates of 
revenue for the current budget which were 
to have exceeded those of the previous year 
by sonic 35 per cent, have so far been only 
twot birds realised, whilst expenditures 
have exceeded the estimates by about 10 per 
cent, Although it is too early to form any 
precise idea of the eventual deficit, it is 
generally assumed that this will not be less 
than three milliard rialsd'J The deficit will 
be financed by drawing down the balances 
of the independent State agencies with the 
Ministry of Finance, thereby forcing these 
agencies to borrow from the Bank Melii. 

3, I he outlook for I95K-9 is more serious 
still. As you arc aware, the Government's 
share of the oil revenues, which normally 
covers the bulk of the operating deficit, is 
duo to be cut from 306 per cent, to 10 per 
cent, next year in accordance with the 
Seven-Year Plan Law. In addition the 
Government is faced with mere used expen¬ 
diture for higher army and civil service pay 
16 milliard rials), expansion of the armed 
forces ll milliard rials) and of the health 
and education programme < I milliard rials). 
Higher revenues from import duties and 
taxation arc expected to bring in an increase 
of revenues of some 2 milliard rials, but 
unless unexpected windfalls of revenue 
turn up, this year’s deficit of 3 milliard rials 
is likely lo be increased by a further 
6 milliard rials next year, a serious situation 
for a budget totalling only 22 milliard rials 
in all lIns year, 

4, There have been a series of exchanges 
in recent months between the Iranian 
Government and the United States 
Embassy, arising out of an interview 


between the Minister of Finance. Mr. Nasser 
and Mr. Dulles in Washington in September. 
At that interview Mr, Nasser, acting on 
instructions from the Shah, shocked the 
American Secretary of State by an un¬ 
expected request for special budgetary help 
for the current year, in spite of many 
protestations during the year that such help 
would not be required or asked for. On 
the American side it hail been repeatedly 
said I hat aid would no longer include 
assistance to the budget. 

5. I'he Iranian request was repeated by 
the Shah to the American Ambassador in 
October, and figures of budgetary md 
ranging between S50 millions and $150 
millions have since been put forward for 
the financial year beginning next March. 
Meanwhile, the Iranian authorities had 
evidently been looking around for alterna¬ 
tive means of balancing next year's budget, 
and suggestions were made to the Shah, 
during Mr. Ebtehflj’s absence in Wash¬ 
ington, that the increased oil revenues 
accruing to the Plan Organisation next year 
(BO per cent, of the total) should be raided. 
This provoked a violent outburst from 
Mr. Ebtehaj and had to he abandoned for 
ttie time being. Pressure was I hen renewed 
upon the American Embassy who produced, 
early in November, an unofficial memo¬ 
randum for the benefit of Mr, Ebtehaj 
containing suggestions for covering the 
deficits which appeared unavoidable both 
rhis year and next. The memorandum 
firmly rejected any idea of American aid, 
pointing out that even if it were to be 
forthcoming, it would not solve the problem 
of finding the necessary' rials. The memo¬ 
randum went on to suggest that in view of 
the adequate resources of gold and foreign 
exchange the deficits should be financed 
bv borrowing from the Bank Me lit and 
hv using the recently created reserve 
revaluation fund of 7 milliard rials. 

6, This memorandum, intended for the 
private Information of Mr, Ebtehaj, was 
widely circulated in the Iranian Govern¬ 
ment. and a copy was produced to me by 
an indignant Prime Minister during my first 
interview with him after my return. It 
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provoked a sharp riposte from the Bank 
Melik who rightly said that the suggestions 
made w r ere inflationary. The American 
Embassy thereupon drew up a second and 
more studied memorandum, pointing out 
that their suggestion had been made in view 
of an inflationary situation which had 
already occurred nnd simply concerned one 
method of inflationary financing compared 
with another. They argued that unless 
public investment U.e.> the Plan’s pro¬ 
gramme) were drastically cut or taxation 
dramatically increased, some form of deficit 
financing would be inevitable next year, and 
that it was fortunate in the circumstances 
that the Bank Melli reserves were adequate 
lo stand a substantia] increase m the note 
issue. Their revised recommendation 
dropped the idea of using the revaluation 
fund (as this is now more or less committed 
to investment projects) and put forward a 
combination of measures designed to reduce 
the deficit and finance it, The suggestions 
made were (a) some reduction in public 
investment; (fr) some borrowing from the 
Benk Melli; (<■) civil service and army pay 
increases to he kept to a minimum; trfI tax 
collection lo be tightened up further and 
Id some borrowing abroad to relieve any 
strain on the reserves. 

7, Cuts in the Plan Organisation budget, 
or at leyst in the Flan’s actual expenditure, 
seem to be the only way of reducing State 
expenditure and it is significant that there 
is already talk of amalgamating the Budget 
of the Plan with the general Budget, 
Mr. Ebtehaj can. however, be relied upon to 
resist with tooth and nail. Borrowing from 
abroad wall no doubt be resorted to where 


possible, and borrowing from the Bank 
Melli seems inevitable Tax collections will 
perhaps be tightened up somewhat, and the 
Finance Minister issued a warning on 
November 30 that sharper taxation might 
be imposed on the wealthier classes. Few, 
however, and least of all the Shah himself, 
seem to realise or to face up to the fact that 
the basic problem of inflation will not be 
solved until the inevitable rising expenditure 
of Government is met from Iranian 
resources. The clumsy approach of 
Mr. Nasser in Washington, and subsequent 
threats of the Shah in private that he would 
if necessary turn to the Russians for aid, 
seem to have had the effect of hardening 
American official opinion still further 
against any form of budgetary aid, and my 
American colleague delivered what seems to 
be a final no to the Shah last week-end, He 
pointed out truer aha than Iran’s need was 
for budget balancing not foreign exchange; 
her foreign exchange reserves position was 
far better than that of, tvg., Pakistan, 
Sweden. Turkey or the United Kingdom. 
In the event Ills Majesty took the news 
without emotion and, Mr. Chapin alleges, 
without much understanding. My own 
impression is that the news was not un¬ 
expected in view of the correspondence 
described above. 

H. i am copying this despatch to Her 
Majesty's Treasury, Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department of the Board of 
Trade, and to Export Credits Guarantee 
Department. 

I have, &c. 

ROGER STEVENS. 
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EP 1012/1 No* 28 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN IRAN 

Mr. John Russeil to Mr. Selwyti Lloyd. [Received January !5) 


(No. 9. Confidential) Tehran, 

Sir t January J2, J9S7. 

I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a revised report on leading person¬ 
alities in Iran, which supersedes the one 
enclosed with Mr. D. A, H Wright's 
despatch No. KK of the 9th of August. 1955. 

1 have, &c. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 


[Generally spoilt iriL' " e " represents the .siiurt " e " 
sound (mcl): " i" ihc Jung l- c T ' tmeeti; "i" the 
short ” a " (cad, arid " ,i ” ili-■ long M a 1 (father),] 


Enclosure 

H.LM. The Shah: 
Muhammad RcJSi Shah Pshluvi. 


The Puhlavi Royal Family 


I.. *AdL Ahmad Husain. 

2. 'Adi. Engineer Majid, 

3. A fshir. Rcza, 

4. A la. H lisa i n. C ■ M .G. r J M u i n-u I-Vezareh), 

5. \4Lmi. Asudutlah, 
ft. Alavj, Dr. Hasan. 

7. A men. juvad. 

s. Antini, Dr. 'AIL 
9. Amir 'Alai, Sham$-ud-Din. 

30. Amif-Tftirrtur Kal.il:. Muhammad Ebrahim, 
IE. Ansari, Abdul Husain Mas'ud. 

12. An sari, V'alt, Major-General (Sarloshjtar). 

13. Arumesti. Ahmad. 

H, Arduliin, l>r. 'Ali Quit. 

3?. Ardul3.il. Aniincllih (Hfiji Ezz-ul-MaotMek}, 

16. Ardalan. Naser Quit. 

17, Arfii', Hasan, Major-General (Stvlashgor). 

IK. Asadi. Salman. 

3 9. A/udL Yudullih [Amir A'zam). 

20. Ebkhtijr. Aqi Kbin. 

23, Bakidiir. Dr, Shdhpiir. 

22. Bakhliar. Tiurour Khitn. General (Srpohbuif). 

23, Bakftiiun, Jahanshah Samsim. 

2-4. Bakhliari, Murtezi <Juti Samsum. 

25. BaqS'ii, Dr MuzafTar. 

2d: Bay&i. Murre/a Quli (Saham-us-SuliAn). 

27, BehhahfinL Mir/.i Sawed Muhammad 
{A 'yalutfahy 

2JL B.'hrii. 'Abdul Husain. 

29. Buruierdi. Haj Aqa Husain LV-caiuilah) 

30, Sushehri^DehdasHtL Aqft Javad (Amir 

Humfi'yun). 
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3L Dushii, "Ali 

32, DivSnbaigL Aqa Rezi 'Ali. 

33, Ebidi.ij. Abul Hasan. 

34, Ebidhiij. GhulSm Husain, 

35, Emarni, JamiiFud-DitL 

36, Emiaiu Nezim-ud-Din. 

37- Emami. Dr. Siiyycd blasart {4'ytiiulUh 3. 
{Kfruini Jit/jt'fh oF Tehran}. 

38. Entez&tn. 'AbduBfih. 

39. Entczim, Nasrullah. 

40. Eqhil, 'AIL 

41. Eqbil, Dr. ManUvbt l |hr. 

43. Dsfarniiari. FflUlullaH NurL 

43. EsEandiari. Musfa Nuri (Muvafaq-us Saltaneh). 

44. F:s,hraqi. Amir Qs^dn, Engineer iMithamies), 

45. EsLmdiiri. 'Abbas, 

46. Fallab. Dr- Rcza, 

47. Furhudi. Dr. Husain 

48. E : j rsii.3 cilI. Ilasan 'Ali I ZlS-ul-MIulki. 
F&fittanfonnayiin (see Firuz. Muhammad VaU 

Minca). 

4 : > parrukh, MeMi (Mu'laseni-us-Satoneh). 

50. Fateh. Mustafa. 

51. Fa (end, Mehdi M ushir fFmad-us-Saltarieh). 

53 Fifuz. Muhammad Husain, Majcrf-Gerurral 

53, Fiiu/. Muhammad Vali Miririi (Earmiin- 

farniayinj. 

54 Furuhar. Abul-Qa^m, 

55. Furuhar. Ghulurfl Husain. 

56. Ganjc'i. Rczu, Engineer iMi/hurdis) 

57. Go ram. 'Abbas. Mu^r-General (St.-.-h/shiM >. 
5R. GilArvihah. Hcdayat. Major-Gsircral tSar* 

tashgar), 

59, Gubha'iyan. 'Abbas Ou3i. 

60, Hii'eriziideh. Sayyed Abul Hasan. 

61, Hdi'at, "AIL 

rO, I'lakimi, Ehrahim (Hakim-ul-Mulk). 

^3, Hasibi. Enflariecr Kazt'm. 

64, Ik'dfiyal. Abdullah, General {Scpahhud)* 

65- Hedftyai, 'EzzatuHfiJi. 

66, Hediiyai. Khusrau Bahman. 

67, Hcja/i, Abdul Husain, ht.ijior-Gerteral 

(Sarlashpir). 

68, Heknui- 'Ali Asghaf. 

69, Hekmat. likrdiir Fakber). 

70, HestinittU, "Abbas, 

71, Human, Dr. Ahmad, 

72, Iwijeir (or lssuyanl, Rarntm. 

73, Jitbanbant, Aminullah. Gcc^ral iSepahhi/cf}. 

74, Jam, Mahnmd (Mudir-til-MullO. 

75, Jaziyen, Dr Sbanis ud-Din. 

76, Radian. Mas'ud, 

77, Kaivun. AmiT. 

7S. Kiimbukhsh. Abd-us-Samad. 

7 U Kasha ni. Sftjrj^d Abul-Qflsem. 

80, Kashani. E bra him. 

81 Kazemi. Blqer tMuhazzab-ud-Daulch), 

82. Keiftavunpv Foridun. Dr. 

83. KliEjeh-NuH. F-brahim 

R4, Kurus. 4*41 ft ^-uii. 

85. Lankarlnii Sliaikb Husair 

86, Mlikki. Husain. 



















87. 

Mansur Cftajufo) 'Alt. C B-E, (Mansur-ul- 

155, 

YagJJn Panlh. MuitestS, General (ScptiltbutlX 


MuBt). 

3 5ft. 

Yazdi, Dr. Murteyu. 

88. 

M.isYid, Akbar (Sarcm-ud-Daulehi. 

157. 

Zihedi, FariuUiih 1 Besirre-Divanl. General 

89. 

Mus'udi. 'AbbFis. 


(StpahhiuH. 

90. 

Ma s in- Duftnri Dr. Ahrued 

158. 

Ziind. Ebruhirn, 

9], 

Mehran, Dr, Mahmud, 

159. 

/anganch. Dt. Ahmad Fhrahim. 

CJ^ 

Mesbah-Fiuemi, ’Alt Naqi. 

If-’ 

/,-iTghum. Ali Akbar, Brigudicr-Gcncrml 

93 ! 

Mesbahiutdeh, Dr. Mussufa, 


(Sortip), 

94 , 

Mufakhkham. Dr. Jamshid. 

161. 

/arin-Kafsh, ’Ali A-whur. 

95 .. 

Muqbd. Dr. Ahmad. 

162. 

Zuiraqari, Muhanvniad, 


96. 
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Musaddcq, Dr. Muh^tnmad (Musaddcq-us- 
Su Eland]). 

Mu'iiimedi, ’All. 

MuvaneVh-ud-Daukh fsccr Sepchr. Ahmad 

'AM. 

Nahil, Fu/lullah. 

ViliM, Dibit!. 

Safi hi, \ 1 :i *3 n l Mualut r faf-ud- Dauleh). 

Njflsi. $.r\d 
N ( iv*n. 'Ahbi? Ouli. 

N«ijm. Abut'Qdsctii, 

NakhiYi. Muhammad, 

SamfiKs, Haj Muhammad. 

N.jscr, "Ali Asighar. 

VI Lih rEiuti, 

Navr. Muhv.-n, 

Vasr, TaqL 

Navab. S:li/L ilia he 

N’ikpuy. E'zaz j 1 A-/.i?,uilljj h ), 

Nik pur, Abdul Husain. 

Ojnitub.n!i, Sayycd SluiTiS-ud-Qin, 

(jamguriu. Muhien 
Qashqa’i,, Khuvrju. 

Qasliqj i. M tick Mjtisur- 
Qashqii'i. Muhammad Husain. 

OasbqT,. Muhammad Nii-Sct. 

Qavim, Ebrahitn (Qavam-ul-MLilk k 
Qczelbdsh. ’A/i/. 

Our'v tNuki tlX Husain. 

Ritinsunesh. Dr. Rcxi. 

Ra tina:ni, i in-ill ■ ‘A bed ilL 

RaYs. Muhsen, 

K^iiidun, As.iLlulkib {:,ttd brothers), 

Musta. Rcz5. 

S.uJiL|. Dr 'Isft iSadjq.'-A’ki.m), 

Sa'ed (Maraghch), Muhammad [S.j'cxl-s]l- 
VczuPch). 

Sajjadh Dr. Muhftmrnad, 

Said), Alluhyar. 

Saleh. Dr Johinsh&h, 

Sard5i rubber beu Hekmm. RcJii), 
Sarem-yd-Duukh (Sec M iFutE, Akbarl, 
Savvah, Humid, 

Say yah, K&ttfD, 

Sayvfd /in [ul-PinJ (rec Tabatobuit. 

S;pnhbtidi, Anusbi rvj n. 

Scpchr. Ahnuul ‘Ali fMuvafrekh-ud'Dauichl 
Shahbafchli, MiiHjnmn.m. General (Sitpahbudi 
Shahrakh. I'ahram, 

C h a ms- c- !vf UI k .i re ,-Wdd3iih iSkiJuKud- 

Diukh). K.c.v.a 

Shirif bmumi. Ja'fur, Engineer {\tuhnmbay 
Sh£i h ) , ejj4iji, Dr. Sayycd "Ali, 

Siasi, Df. All Akhar, 

Submit, "Alt. 

Sururi. Muhammad. 

(aha. Df. ’Abdul Husain. 

3 ,jh;i[.kb:Vi. Savyvd Vluh-mmad Sddcq. 
I'.ihatahTi’L Sayysd Zia-ud-Dm, 

I .then. Dr H a d L 
T-iLgam. Engineer Khali!, 

Taquizudeh, Sayyetl liasan, 

Tehruni. Suvye<J J slabud-Dir. 

VakilL + A!j, t 

Valatabar. Abul-Fath. K.B.E., fHesImahud- 
DtulchL 

Varaslch, Muhammad All, 

\ ii'iULj, Ahmad, Mafor-OeneraJ ( Snrhuhf^tr |l 


Pnhlasi r Muhammad Rczi Stub 

E be uJdii:'.! lilui of Ram Shah l?s the daughter of 
l autiur Khan: this lady was Lhc cx^Shah's chief 
contort and known r. the MtiUkeh i‘0;jecnj. Now 
known ,is the Queen Mother she is still active in 
Ccsurl intrigues, 

Bom on October 26 , 1919, and proclaimed 
Or heir-apparent, on Januaty 1, [^26, 

Educated in Fell ran under tutors at lir>[,'a«d then in 
Ai.fer'ia.j at La Rose)* unde: the dhreethm s'f 
Dr. Muadab NaFtsi. Reigroed to Iran in the sorinji 
of i m. 

Tieirothed in June nn.i married Prineess 

I'aEtrieh* sister o! King Farouk of Egypi at Cairo 
on March 15 T 1939. the nsarfiage was. preceded by 
.( very pompous journey through Iraq. Syria and 
Egypt The principal wedding festivities took place 
in rdiran in April, on the coupled arrival, ^mt were 
atiendett hy distinguEsbed delegations from nuo;v 
countries, nie only child r* Princess ShahruLz, bofit 
I' 1 ■ i| 1 'vho was cdiieatod in Europe, returned to Irau 
in 1956 and was betrothed to Ardevhir Zahedi, the 
son of Gcnsral ZaFicdi. in December. 1956. Oueen 
Fan rich left for Egypt in 1943 and never returned. 
Her divorce by mutual consent from the Shah was 
announced tin November 19„ E94K. und aliributcd to 
ihc '"it :! thJM her health did not permit her to live in 
E r.m. 

On Octobir 11. 3he was betrothed to Miss 
Suray.j E mdiiiri, ib c ]8- ; .crar..-ks daughter of ,j 
miller Bakhtiari khan and \ German mother. The 
m.-imai-v pKjstprurtcd because of the bride's ill-health, 
took place on February 12. 1951. There has so fir 
been no issue, 

Muhammad Rc/a succeeded to the throne when 
h;s father, who wns very fond of him but had kept 
him very much unJer his thumb, abdicated in 
-September 1^41. From the hist he took a consider- 
• l ''L in public affairs and he showed an 

unmistakable sign of hi? intention to exert his 
iriShji.'m;.: in State matter? when in 1946 Iil- conceived 
? stojtrg anlipashy to Oavam-us-Salian-n EvemuaJtv 
i was du: so his active intervention that Qnviim fell 
from power at the end of [U47, 

His private visit so Britain in 
considerable success and he 
mipfCMiion, 

On February 4 f 15 Rahman), 
wav made on the ShahN life, 
miraculous, and created a profound impression Th. 
VnihN bearing on thas -raccasinn greatly enhanced his 
prestige. Hu then decided to intrcHfuoc the ttKiitiln- 
rjona.l rcfiirm-,. induding the formation of she Saastc. 
which he liJLi beeai cojitcirtpEating far over a year 
and in which he c.m&lcred the primary remedy for 
i he counlryN de pin ruble condition lav and the 
Const,ment Assembly, in May 1949 granted him the 
riihi, to dissolve eilJier Chum her. 

In November I94 » the Sliuli left for j visit to the 
iiiscd Suies which lasleJ for ,i* weeks. From 
March 1 16. r«50. he visited P;)ki?ii,ri. 

An official risit lo M«j aR . pljuncd for April 
l l >5’ returning Km- Abdullah'? visit of J u lv Aumisj 
Vm m postponed ai the last minute because the 

k ’ lh |lJ(J a,s ^ cfc of appendicitis for whaefs he 
wns vuceessfttlly operated (in. 


July ]943 was a 
created u good 

1949. an attempt 
Mi i ; escape was 


During she Mu.vsddcq rcej-nn the Shah showed 
hi itself nrresotulc arid timid, and allowed Musaddeq 
lo build hi i rise IE up a; ibe Shah'? expense. In July 
1952, Lifter Musidiieq had resigned and been 
replaced by Oavamms-Sallaneh, it was primarily the 
ShahN refusal lo agree to she fa tier's proposal lo 
dissolve the Myjk's. and lui withdniwal of the troops 
from Tehran, which led tn Oavatn’s resignation after 
two days m office, anti u> MusaddeqN triumphal 
return. In lasc February 1953 the Shah was on the 
point of leaving the country hut wa? dissuaded from 
doing so by a popular dcmonvimiLmi in his favour. 
From this time hi? position lA-d-v/v Mussddcq 
bec.tma Ueadih weaker and he was iiierrasingly 
attacked and ridiculed in the pro-Musaddeq pres?. 
However, in Augti?i 1953 he did Romimite Zahedi to 
replace Mussddeq, but when Za halt's owp r PEtm 
iMusiLldcq having refused m resign! failed she Shall 
ikd the country. A day or two laser August i l f 
(23 Vturdadl, a pispular uprising overthrew 
Muiaddeq and the Shah tc turned sexm afterwards lo 
be greeted with great national enthusiasm. 

After initial hesitation, the Shar put hi* full weight 
behind she oil agreement uegouuted m the summer of 
]9?4, tliis was decisive Sit getting is accepted 

On December 5, J954. ihc Shah and Queen 
Surjya left for u two-months" visit and holiday m 
the ['ailed State?, followed by visis? to the Untied 
Kingdom and Germanv, returning or, March 12. 

tm 

EJc then put considerable pressure on Cieniiral 
Zabcdt £t/.v.J to resign from the premiership, liu-.I 
eventually the Utter agreed so x^k for leave to g.. 
abronti for medical treat merit which the Shah inter¬ 
preted resignation. On April 6. without consulting 
Parliament even informally, he appointed Mr. Husain 
Ala Prime Minister. Shortly (hereafter lie 

became engaged in a (nut of strength wish the 
mullj?, who tried to reassert sheir au; 110 : 11.1 by instr- 
galing a persecution of the Baha’i sect. In the early 
stages of this controversy ihc Shah showed iament- 
able weakness, aud u was only with difficulty. and by 
mean? of various coni promises, that be re-established 
hi? position. 

In August and September 1955 he received King 
Saud of Arabia and President B.iy.ir of Turkey 
respectively on Suits- visits. Eri (.JcEobt."! 3n f ?5 he ?iw- 
ccsafully brought Iran into the Bagdad Pact against 
the opposition of ten a m members of his Govern¬ 
ments and wuhout any real support frc.uu public 
opinion. This achievement, and the pliability of the 
Ala Government, encouraged ihc Shur so intensify 
hi? personal mEc, hi curly 195ft lie openly rigged this 
elections lo the I9t3i Majlcs, thereby incurring con¬ 
siderable odium• and he intervened increasingly, 
though not always successfully, in matters of domes¬ 
tic and economic policy. Meanwhile he consolidated 
his position in the inlcmalionul field in the course of 
official visiis to Jndin rFebruary. 1956(. Ttirkey 
(Muy! and the U.S.S.R, [June! and visits in fran by 
Pres idem Chamoun of the Lebanon (Octuhcr) and 
Presides Mir7n of Raki?|;m r November I, During the 
visit, she Shar presided at .in ini provided meeting 
of rcpnoseutaiivcs of the four Moslem mem her-- of 
tlr; Bagdad Pact, and made a considerable impres¬ 
sion by lie? wide knowledge arid sound sense. 

H»f Shah is inrdligenl. well ■Informed, and hard¬ 
working. He is genuinely anxious for his coumty's 
Progress and welfare and takes i>j<; duties seriously, 
but interferes too much hims^f. including ntcddlingin 
business affairs, lie i? trying to operate a benevo£mt 
dictatorship within ,i rickety democratic frame work, 
arid without really having a diLiaior? temperament. 
He maintains a (a^idt of complacent confidence and 
autcxTaiic authority btts suffer? frtTm a surfeit of 
tidvice. Iesecos too curily lo all comers of whatevetf 
quality, hut at she same lime misiru?,? many of his 
advisers and is reluctani largely through jealousy, to 
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delegate power, In internal affairs, where pi-ificy 
decisions and persons] directives have it» be backed 
up by efficient udmimitmifion and co-operation 
among subordinates, he has made little advance 
towards hi? proclaimed goals of social, economic, 
financial, jigrieultufftl and administrative reform. En 
ftireign affairs lie has shown sound sense and given 
i cikihi valuable lead. He has a lively apprehension 
of Soviet designs, is convinced of the need for 
co-operation with lhc Wc?i -anrj for Western Map- 
port 'and genuinely sBtiified that ticu,fairly is no 
safeguard for Lr.m. But -> condKcrtt and sensible 
foreign policy -will fidl Of itself make him more 
popui-ir or do much it> hlretigthen his band ai home, 
however much he may in to cover up the defect? 
of domestic policy by showing that he ha? Western 
support. 

Personally ihc Shuh has great charm, with quiet 
manners and outward modesty. To undersumd his 
real thoughts i! is often necessary to reud beiw-een 
the lines of what be s? sayirtg. He is a keen un¬ 
round sportsman and :e good amateur pilot, He 
speaks English and Freticli excellently 

the Patitari Royal Fiimlh 

The followinsi are recognised memberv Of the 
Pah Live Royal Family 

Priaces 

Ii> SfiShpur (Prince) Ghtilam Re?l 

Born April 13, 1923. 

Fk* wax married in ianmiry I94S ,o Hurtta A'lam. 
ditughsei of Dr Vlam and grandJiiughrer of A'a.naq 
ud-Daukh. and divorced her in 3954. There i? on-: 
son of niv marriage. Made a sojond liCLitenant in 
the army in 1947 aflerpasing out from the Officer.?’ 
Training QtEbge in Tehran. Went on a cavalu 
courts in l-rnncc. Julj October l tj 4<) Now hold-- 
the title of fn.cpector of the Army Has. apparently. 
;i(i amiable Jivpositiort but i? generally regarded a- 
Stupid, November, 1956, attended Olympic Garrse? 
j 1 Mai bourne. 

(11) Sliahpur 'Abdur Ifi /i 

Born August 3 9, 1924- 

He returned to Tehran m January ! ,J 4Et afiCT 
several years at Hazard University, Went k'« 
I’nised Slate? again In lv4H for medical l real men: 
bul returned to Iran on the passage of the Bill 
reining l" ihc Seven-Year Plan Organisation for 
which ha wms appointed honorary pre&tilcnl, 
May 1.949 

Flegan his military [piiniriL- at the Officti?’ School 
-it Tehran, May 1950, l3! ^d has since taken 3c?> 
interest in the Seven-Yfttr Plan. Soon fell out with 
■\bol Hasan Ebtehui, on Che I.UCc r '? appointment 
a, Director-General of (he Seven-Year Plasi 
Orgmitlirion in 19 54. 

Rather bsttcr educated than the Shah'i other 
brother? but Imdkctuitlly not in the same class a? 
the Shah himself. Polite .md sociable but likes 
■ honey and s not jvcrw to receiving u, He and the 
Shah dislike and dixtrust each other Prince Xlv.lut 
is- consianlly suspected of intriguing against ihc Shah. 
Compared with oihcr nii-ri]fjcr? of she Rosid Family 
his public ictiviric? arc not nienuoncd much In Ihc 
press. Married Pari Slisia, daughter of I-bra him 
/and and divorced from previous husband. Hnginccr 
Hu'.hang Afchar. October 12. 1950. Went on big- 
gumc shoatinn expedition to Fait Africa in |U56. 

Son hum in March 1952 nnJ a dauelder in Januars 
1955. 

siiil Shiihptir AhiiMul Ri/J 

Born Scptembw 17. 1925. 

Menially not normal Married to Smih Bilirami 
iff Fellm 31 , who bore him a daughter, March Id, 
1949 Divorced hi? wife in tQ?4*. 
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(ivj siuhpur Mahmud RraJi 

Bom October X J 93-fk 

Educated lh the United Sluics at Michigan tinner- 
sity where he is reported to Have worked hard at a 
course in industrial economic*. Returned to Tehran, 
November 1950- Pleasant and amiable. 


iv) Shfihpur 11 amid Kura 

Bom Juh 4, 1932. 

An Unruly boy. who three rimes ran away from 
school in i k c l'ruled Stales, Finished his schooling 
ill 1948 and is now in Tehran. 

Married Minu EXtulalshahi. Match 35. 1951, and 
divorced her in 1954 There is one son and one 
daughter of this marriage. 

Unreliable and too fond of money. 


Prime esses 

til Stiahduklu I Princess) SHamv 

Born October IS. 1917. 

Married first Feraidun, non of Mahmud Jam. and 
bier divorced hi®, then Mdhrdad Pihlbud, an 
amiable creature of cultivated tastes and artistic 
inclinations. by whom she has two sons and one 
daughter. 

] he Princess is president of the Red Lion and Sun 
Society (equivalent of the Red Cross).. Has travel led 
in the United -Spies and also in Europe, seeing, 
hospital and welfare work 

Conveyed the Shah's proposal of marriage to 
$uraya and hr night her back io Ffhran from Paris, 
October 7, I95tl, but is no longer on good terms 
with her 

With her husband, whose father was a musician, 
vh-? makes ,i serious and credible attempt to sci 
js .i fhilron of the am and of charity. Shy and 
very taken up wjili her children and plays litflc pan 
in Palace intrigues compared with Her sister or 
brothers. 


(If) ShahdukHl Ashrmf 

Born October 24. ]9]9, a twin sister or the Shah 
and seems to Have r rherded more of her father’s 
characteristics than her brother. 

Married, iir-.i, t937, Air Oavam, sort of Qavanvul- 
VIulk, divorced 1442; one -.on, Shah-Ram; then 
Ahmad Shitliq, nil energetic Egyptian of good family, 
who among.it other (hmgs Hns been Director of Civil 
Aviation. By him she has one son (bom 19481 and 
:i daughter (horn I450J. 

The Princess visited Moscow in 1946 and the 
United States and ( pried Kingdom in 194? hj study 
social welfare organisations. Visited India and 
Pakistan tn November 1948 ntvd Europe November 
1949 February 1950. When in Iran she plays an 
.ictric part in social and tharilnblc work, 

Formerly much criiici&cd for interference in poli- 
lic-il and administrative makers. The Shah was 
obliged by Muaddeq to send her away and she left 
for Switzerland in Scplemhcr 1 ’>?E Returned to 
Tehran July 1953 and left again wiih her family for 
Europe on August 3, 1152, after the short-lived 
Premiership of Quinm-u^-Saluineh Returned a few 
days before Musaffdcq’s Overthrow in August 1955, 
but th; Shah did not approve and she left again 
a liberal immediately Came hack, for a few imimh* 
in January 1954 and again in lute October on Prince 
All Reza s death, hut left for Europe pointedly on 
Queen SurayaA birthday. June 25. 1955. 

5he was violently nntFMus ididhq and a supporter 
of Qnvam-uvSaluocli- She Ls very critical of the 
ShalTv weakness and with bet mother tends to make 
Queen Suraya's life difficult. 


(Jtii Shatidukht lllewb 

Born October 50, 1939. 

Went to school in the United Slates Returned m 
Tehnurt |9!8, Accompanied Prince^ Shams to the 
United Stales again May 1949 and there married an 
American student. Vincent Lee {now known as Ali) 
Mil Iyer. April 1950, wiihoui the Shalfs permission, 
Deprived of Royal prerogatives, but on remarrying 
by Moslem ntes was. apparently forgiven. Both 
arrived in Pcr>i.i in December 1950 but left again 
June 1951 Crime back again for a few months in 
September 1953 and for bhorl visits since. Thcv hvc 
in California, where her husband is in business..’ She 
was reported in Juh 1955 to lie suittg for divorce on 
the grounds of mental cruelty. 

the following,, m addition to the Shah. H are the 
offspring of Reza Shah’s second wife, the present 
Mother: — 

Princess Shams. 

Princess Ashntf, 

Rc^a Shah's third wife wjs Malekcb Turin 
Daubtshahi. who was of Qajar stock on her father’s 
side. She Kire Ghuhm Re/a, but was, divorced after 
three months. (In )943 she married a Tchtju 
merchant named Zabshulltih Malekpur.l 

Resfa Shah's fourth wife was Esmai -nUMulk, a 
Qajar Princess of the Diulatihcihi ftimitv. She bore 
him four sons and a daughter, viz.; — 

Prince ’Abdur Rcza. 

Princr Ahmad Re/a. 

Prince Mahmud Reza. 

Prince Hamid Reza. 

Prineass Fa tern eh. 

There is also a daughter, Hamdum-us-Sahanch, 
who appeared at Court during 1950 jnd who hay 
o,-en granted the pile of Her Royal Highness. She 
is the offspring of the first wife of Rcza Shalt who 
was divorced before be married the Queen Mother. 
Fhis daughter first married Colonel Ataba'i, Master 
of the Stables, and secondly Dr, Amir Asiani from 
whom she has also been divorced. 

Prince ’Ali R«m, Re/t Shah’s second son who was 
killed in an air accident in October 1954, Left a son, 
‘Alt born in 19*17. His mother is of Franco-Polisii 
origin and her marriage io Prince ‘Ali Reza was not 
officially recognised. It is still not clear whether 
ihe hoy is in ..my way recognised * ti member of 
ihe Roy,if Family, 


I. 'AdJ, ,\hmad Husain 

Bora in Tabriz r. 1S9J, son of the late ‘Adkul- 
Mulk. Educated partly in France, 

Minister of Agriculture from March 1942 until 
February 1943 showing himself friendly and helpful. 
He was ihep ined in the Officials' Court nn charges 
of mivappropriaiion of funds but was acquitted 
Appointed to the Supreme Economic Council in 
April 1945. Became Minister of Agriculture in 
November that year and again under Cava™ in 
June 1947 Chairman of the Provisional Organisa¬ 
tion of the Seven-Year Man in January 1049, until 
May 1949 when he was appointed a member of the 
Supreme Council of the Plan, FIc wav successful Ira 
the first ■’Lave of the Senate elections in Tehran, 
n amber 1.949. Ota inn an of High Council of Seven- 
Year Plan, \pril 1950, Held (his non throu.-hou; 
the Mu.viddeq regime. August 195'. April 1955. 
Minister of Agriculture under Genet a 3 Zohedi Also 
temporarily in charge of the Seven-Year Plan, July 
September. 3 954, Remains unemployed IT956). 

Well versed its agricultural affairs but has a -.ironc 
reputation for dishonesty in spile of his riches. 
Sneaks i iench anti a littJc English., 


3, "Adi, Engineer Majid 

Bom c, 1911 Brother of Ahmad Husain 'Adi. 
Director of Kara) Agricultural College during 
Russian occupation (1943—45 >- ?iubrequcmly head 
Of Animal E-fusbitRSry Department of Ministry <4 
Agriculture. Then firai Director «f Animal 
Husbandry Institute (from early 1450). which he is 
organising on progressive lines'. Keenly interested 
in his work ana. although not really forceful, can be 
surprisingly determined: engaging personality. 

Educated in France but spe.tks fair English mi 
favours British methods. Very friendly and 
co-o pc ruled well with B.MJE.O. experts an pre- 
Musnddcq times. 

.). V fdlar, Kuj 

Born At Urumich (now RcMTyeh) About 1883- 
Jomcd th-^ MiisiHiry of Finance as a young man. And 
during Miraa Kucluk KlUtiTh rebellion in Qilaii acted 
tn ilftanciiil ;racns to him Served al^o under Sir. P 
Cos. who paid hint w^cJl Stwd after the war he got 
away with certain funds from the Finance Office in 
RcsHi 'isiih these lie bought carpets and took them 
to America for sale. Returned to Iran in 1921, 
full of American ideas and education. Joined lira 
staff of Dr MilHpaugb. (he American financial 
adviser. A staunch supporter of the Pahlavi regime; 
elected to the 5(h, full and “th Majies. Governor of 
Citlaii in 1929. While at tint post he organised the 
Gilun Impirt and Ftport Company f which was 
founded in opposition to Russian trade monopoly 
met n>Js As a result he incurred ihe iiosnJity of 
the Russian interests (here. Governor-Gcncral of 
Evifaiarr in 1931 Minister of Roads in February 
I9ji. Rcsigji’d in (he following July. I>riug unable 
(o bulk) the C'lalus iaiad fast euoitgh for (he Shah. 
Governor of Isfahan September I9J2 to December 
1933. Wj* put under vurvAillancc in Tehfa3i in 
]u ^5 iiwing to supposed inefficiency < |>^rhups. 
complicity) in connexion with the Bakhtiarj plots 
in 19.1 4 , Sentenced toisia momhy imprisonment and 
permanent exclusion from Government service in 
June 1936 for accepting a brtb; when Minister of 
Roads. 

GovernofAjencra] of Isfahan, May-June 3944, 
until Supreme Court of Appeal decided he w n 
ineligible for office because of his conviction in 
193ft. Scxreijrv to the Iraninn Airwaj v December 
1944. iu'w mtiraiping director. Deputy for R.ezjnydi 
in Iftih MajLs but liis- credencials were queried aaid 
he was replaced bv MuKscn AFshif. Deputy for 
Tabriz in Jflth Majlcs. bui. lost his scat m the I9lh 
Majlcs .ls lie wj.s an outspoken opponent of the ’Ala 
Government. 

Speakv Uiijffiiib fluently, E*nll of ideas and energy. 
An opportunist. FYo- America it bias. 

4. "Ala, Husain, C-M-G, fMiTill-ul-Vi/ai-ebl 

Born about 3 834. Son of the late Prince 
Ma-us-Saltanett, f^F many years Iranian Minister in 
London, Fducated ai Westminster School, where he 
idem.-, to have received rough [fcaitnem which 
resultad in an ami-British bias, at uny rate for the 
next, few years. Created C.M.G. in 1902. when he 
accompanied his fathcT on a special tnissior to 
l.undon for the Coronation of King Edward V|] 
Appointed “chef dr Cabinet" in the Mi nisi n of 
Foreign Affairs in I'hib, hiv father being then 
Minister Minister of Public Works January 
August L9i8. 

After accompanying the abortive Iranian mission 
so the Paris Peace Conference in 1918 | lL - became 
Minister at Madrid (1919) ami then at Washington 
MfflCffi Reluming to Iran in 3 935 he alternated 
alike it home with headship of missions abroad, 
being Minister in Paris 1939 to ]93? and in London 
1974 to 3936 President of the National Bank in 
r } 4 t and Minister of Court 1942. 


Ambassador to Washington August 1945. Was 
veiy active in giving publicity in ihe United States 
to the Iranian case over the Azerbaijan problem and 
showed ability presenting IraiTs case to the Security 
Council in March and April 3 949. 

Minister for Foreign Allans February June 1950. 

Minister of Conn. February 195IS Appointed 
Prime Minister following a.ssasituation of Kurmna, 
March [951. but resigned on April 27. 1 951, because 
of preparation by the: Majlcs Oil Commission of the 
Oil Naiionalisaitiori Bili without reference to him. 
Renramed Minister of Court. Used his influence -4 
Court in favour of retaining Musuddcq av Prime 
Minister until j> Jate as March 1953. April 1955, 
appointed Prime Minister by the Shah to replace 
Zuhedi, An uitempi was made on hii life at the 
.SHah mosque :u the iirne of Iran joining the Baghdad 
Pact 

Mamed Faicmch Kbnnuni. the only daughter of 
tli- Uie Abu] Qascni Khan Qaragtizlu (Nascr-ul- 
Mulkl. Regent of Iran, in Jy]> W27. Mrs. Ala 
was one of ihe first of her generation to leave off 
the veil, 

A Kurd worker and a pal riot: inteilitjem arul 
well-read, but hi internal politics indecisive and 
ehinraSeott-liku. intctMted in the litctaiure of many 
counines and once quiie y g<^d pianist. Has a 
perfect command of ErtglisA and speaks good French. 
Whaiever his Feelings towards he -eems to have 
,1 high regard uu Elritish education, ilis son went 
10 Harrow and Edinburgh Univecviiy, 

5, ’Mam. Avadullih 

Born r. 1920. Son of ihe late Shaukat-ul-Mulk, 
u'ho was hereditary Khan of Birpnd and the Qa'eiwi, 
lie has inherited much of hi-s fathers influence over 
ihe Baluchi tribes of Last Iran. In 19,17 appointed 
Gov cm or-General of Iranian Baluchistan, in which 
|wst lie showed commendable energy ami efficiency. 
Deputy for Birjnnd in the Constituent Assembly, 

1949, Minister of the Interior under Sa'ed. January 

1950, of Agriculture, February June. £950. Minister 
of Labour under Ruzmora until his assassination in 
-March 1951, While Minister of Labour assisted in 
ihe formation of ;t ecniral organisation to unify the 
rival non-Communist trade union federations and 
co-ordinate lliccr acliviiics. When the Shah decided 
to distribute the Pahlavt Foundation lands in 
January IvM he became a member of Lhp ConunL- 
sion supervising this work and was later pul in 
charge iff it, ahhough his own estates in Birjand are 
a typical example of absentee landlordism, a close 
personal friend of the Shah. His position at Court 
was resented by Musaddcq who virtually forced the 
Shah lo rusticate hint to Ebrjand in November 1952, 
April l 1 ^. appointed Minister of the Interior under 
Ala. 

Friendly and fairly helpful, but rattier a weak 
character; nnd his service a( Court Has not helped 
him to become any more robust, More of a Royal 
errand-boy ihaji a politician and much disliked by 
.hiwe loss in favour than himself, even though he is 
neither intelligent nor skilful. Married io a daughter 
of Qavam-uhMulfc, who is a lady-in-waiting 10 
Queen Suraya. Speak-- conJ English and French. 

ft, ’AJ*rk Dr- Ha-san 

Horn 1910 in Shiraz, Studied medteiue in 
Bombas anti Lomton where lie held post iff 
ophthalmic surgeon at St. Thomas^ and other 
English hiKpiiaU- He was recalled to Tran by Rezii 
Shah in 1938 and appointed Coun Phyridan and 
consulting speeralim to the Iranian army/ In March 
3 947 he was pnimoted (0 brigailirr (honorafy), 

Hard-working and a patriot; intelligent and wd]- 
reid with an almo.O perfect command iff English. 
A sensitive and serious-minded Iranian Nationalist 











who deprecates the failings. especially peculation, of 
his countrymen, A great admirer of Bri tish 
institutions, he helped to found the United Kingdom 
Universities' Society o. r the then Angb-Perraurt 
Instnutc and (he Iranian brunch of the British 
Medical Association in the Middle East- He bus 
been of great assistance to the British Council since 
u resumed activities in 1955- Hav a considerable 
private practice and is commonly acknowledged to 
lx: one of the best ophthalmic surgeons in Iran, 

A friend of the Shah, it was ori his insistence, he 
sayx. thnt he ui*id for But. hire for which he was 
ejected to the Constituent Assembly April 1949. 

I deputy for flush ire in Itth Majles. Prominent in 
the affairs of the Iran group in this Majiey A 
member of die M.ijlc* Oil Commission, he w.i? very 
helpful m keeping us informed of developments 
there He is an admirer of Sayycd ZEa-ud-Pin. 

Tnc abuse heaped on him by the National From 
becjuic lie uid not follow their line in the o:l 
question was more than he could stand and idler the 
passage of the oil nationalisation laws he became 
m active politically. He is still disabused with 
politics but fairly well informed. 


7. ‘Amvri. .fsivid 

B.»m in Tehran lS9j„ from a Semnan family 
5 iiucated in Lrar . and Pans where he studied law 
Entered tne service of tiie Ministry of Justice in 
J9I4, and wzs for many yeirs assi.ilam : M e French 
judicial adviser attached to the Ministry of Justice. 
Was a professor in the Law school. Held various 
legal positions. Became Undcr-Sccretary in Foreign 
Ministry, 1939. 

Ili clurg; of the Mi is: ary of Foreign Affairs ai the 
line of the invasion, Minister of the Interior 

in Subailr’s Cabinet. 1942. ,ittd Liter Minister ol 
Justice- Elected to the 1.4th M.ijles from Scmnan, 
December |P-i/. Accompanied OaranMis-Saltaneh 
on hts mission to Moscow in February 1946. 
Re-elected to 1 Ssh Mnjlcs, 1947. Deputy in 
Const ilium Assembly. April 1949. Deputy for 
Serrman in 16th and 17th Majlcs. Member of the 
Majles Oil Commission, June 1950, June 1955, 
appointed a member of a three-man committee to 
examine all laws .diceting judicial matters. 1956 
became public prosecutor of Supreme Court, the 
second uifidat position in the judicial hudy. 

A man of some influence in his capacity ns 
technical adviser an legislation. Having been trained 
hy the French legal advisers here, his ideas of law 
are somewhat different from those held by Bruts 1 ! 
lawyers 

Conscientious and hard-working, wuh a lawyer’s 
capacity for rapid assimilation oE detail. Amiable 
but weak. Speaks French. 


ft. A mini. Dr. *AH 

Fourth son of Muhsen A mini (Amin-ud-Dauleh). 
Born at Tehran in 1903, Educated in Iran and 
in France Studied law at Paris. Married a 
daughter of Vusuq-ud-Duulch. ikr-;d for some 
years in the Cuatnms Adminril ration: in E«36 
appointed acting head and in 1939 head of the 
Customs, 

Secretary to Oavum-us-Sahuneh this wife's uncle I 
when Prime Minister in 1942. Sent hy the Iranian 
Government to India in 1945 n> -study the possi¬ 
bilities for developing trade between India and 
Iran und to examine the foreign exchange control 
question. Chairman of the hoard of directors of 
the Industrial Bank, November 1946, Member of 
Democrat Party of Iran. Elected to E5lh MajJcs for 
Tehran. President of Exchange Control Commission 
in Minister of National Economy under 


Mansur. April 1950. but resigned when the Cabinet 
began to get into difficulties Minister of National 
Economy under Mysaddcq. December 1951 July 
1952. Minister of Finance August 1953, and again 
under Ala to June 3 955. Minister of Justice, June 
to December. 1955. Ambassador at Washington, 
1956. 

Until lie became Minister of Finance he was 
generally regarded as brilliant, but somewhat 
irresponsible, lacking in courage and slightly corrupt. 
However, he proved himself determined, courageous 
ami immensely hard-working The skill, energy ami 
flexibility which he showed in his conduct of the oil 
negotiations won him great esteem with his fellow 
negotiators. Though he is too quick-witted, glib and 
impatient to be popular in Parliament, he never¬ 
theless ranked a\ one of the outstanding members of 
!lu- Zaliedi Government- Would like to be Prime 
Minister and is preparing the ground thoroughly. 
The Shah scents to mistrust him. 

Speaks very good French. Is one of the richest 
landowners in Iran. 


9, Amir "Alii'i, Sham s-nd-Din 

Borrt about 1 $96, Senior official in the Ministry 
■.if Agriculture until appointed acting Minister and 
liter Minister hy Qavam-us-Saltaneh in 194b. In 
1949 took has# with Dr. Musaddoq in the Royal 
Palace as a protest against the conduct of the 16th 
Majles elections. 

Pn 1951 served successively as Governor-General, 
Gil an. Minister of Justice under Ala. Minister of 
National Economy under Musaddeq. and tin May) 
Acting Governor-General, Khuzislan, and the liead 
of ft Governmental mission to take over the A.TtJ.E 
of whfch he x\,is j bitter critic. Made Minister of 
the Interior Augual 1951, Minister of Justice 
ITeccniber 3951, a®d Minister without Portfolio 
specially responsible for Khuzisun February 
May 1952. Ambassador to Belgium July 1952, 
until dismissed by Zabcdi Government in August 
1955. Returned to Persia. June 1954. May 1955, 
arrested and deported to the provinces by -Mi 
Government ah a counter to increased Musaddeqi 
activity. 

Quiet man with few Friends, Appears inoffensive 
and ineffectual but showed some determi tuition and 
even fanaticism m his dealings, with dig Oil Company 
in the summer of 1951- A little unbalanced. Left- 
wing tendencies verging on fellow-travelling Speaks 
French, 


10, Amir-Taintor KalalL, Muhammad EbrShim 
Horn about 18-95, Member of a well-known 
Khurasan tribe. Educated in Tehran. Elected to 
the Majles m dig lime of Rivu Shah, and again for 
Meshed in the I4ih Mujlcs election, L943. Vice- 
President of the Mnjlcs. 1944, 

Was on Foundation Committee of Irano-Savict 
Cultural Relations Society. March 1944, [n 1945 
lie showed an inclination (0 lurn to tliis Embassy 
for support against Russian pressure. 

Arrested August 1946 under Military Law 
Ordinal^,-. Elected Deputy for Meshed in 15th 
MajUs, 1947 Represented Meshed in Constituent 
Assembly. April 1949. Unsuccessful candidate in 
Ihtlfc Mujtes elections at Meshed. Minister of Lttbour 
under Musaddcq. May to December I L >51. Later 
Minister of Interior and Acting Chief of Police. 
Returned to public life March lo?J « Deputy in 
ISih Majles for Gurtabad but not re-elected to the 
19th Majles, 

A rich landowner who smokes opium, A 
talkative demagogue. fond of working himself into 
passionate indignation about subjects which he docs 
not understand. Opposed the Tripartite Treaty of 


1943 and voted against the J95 j agreement with 
the oil consortium. Being vain, responds to flattery. 

Speaks a little French. His daughter, \ahid„ i- 
married to I skander Msrzu, President of Pakistan. 


1L Ansiri, Abdul Husain Mss'*! 

The eldest wm of the lute AH OuH Ansari 
(Musha 1 .eT-ul-Mamalcky Bom 1899_ Educated at 
Tehran and in Europe. Joined the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in 1920. Served for a number of 
yc.ir« in Iranian Embassy in Moscow as secretary, 
and his rapid promotion was largely due to his 
father's influence. IH-ad of the Economics Section df 
tile Ministry nf Foreign Affairs m September 1933. 
Head of the Third Political Secium (dealing with 
British Li'Jairs) 193tv Head of th-- Protocol Depart¬ 
ment November 1937, Consul -General. Uvthi. May 
1938. Minister to Sweden 1943. Returned to Tehran 
in 1944 and was appointed Head ol the Tripartite 
Pact Department in she Ministry of Foreign Adairs. 
Vice-President of Rusw-Jraninn Cultural Kelilboris 
Society March 1945 In October 1947 appointed 
Govcrnra-GcTicrnl of Isfahan. His smooth m.inner 
and lack of interest In local politics alienated some 
of the ptijple among w r ham he worked. 

Appointed Ambassador to Kabul March 1949, 
Governor-General of Fare December 1951. Minister 
ai The Hague February 1955, Ambassador to 
Karachi, Augus”. 1954. and Ambassador to M -scow. 
1955, 

Married a Russian in Moscow; the Indy was 
suspected of being a spy but died in Berlin in 1936. 
leaving ;i son Married an Iranian in 1937, 

Agreeable and intelligent but rather ineffectual. 
Speukx excellent Russian and French. German and 
English. 


12. Ansari, \ -ili, MiyoivGenuml tSucSaxhffan 

Born about 1907. Engineer. Worked on the 
Trausiranian Railway for some time; then became 
head of the Military Engineer Corps Military 
Chef lIc Cab-met under General Zahedi, Returned 
eo Army fur a short time. Appointed head of the 
'stale Railways tn 1^54 Made Minister of Roads 
and Communication^ under Ala, April 1955, Has 
a aood reputation for honesty, and vgems reasonably 
emrie.nl technically. Shrewd biff tacking in courage 
or resolution, lias a schoolboy's love of trains, and 
less well qualified to deal with roads, is. Mowlertis 
have had occasion to discover. 

Speaks French and some EnuSish. 


13, Yrlflh. VEilnafl 

Born about 19QG AetirtE Minister of Commerce 
and frtdtistry June September I94h. Set up the 
Labour rnspeuion admin Stratton in Khuzisinn tn 
June 1946 atLd became SeereCary-GeneraI to the 
IX-moerat Party of Iran July 1946. Parlianientnry 
Under-Secretary u> Uie Prime Minister October 1^46. 
when he resigned from his party post. Under- 
Sfifciary of State to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry lare October l u 46 Minister of Labour and 
3 J rop:tgnr;da DveL-mhcr 1946. In a his post was 
rirofVgly opposed b> many of hi.v Cabinei eollcagucv 
ItCcuuSC of his efforts io collect parly funds by 
irregular means, which ho was suspected of turning 
to hi-, own aiKantiiev. His Ministry’s programme of 
social reform was also extremely- unpopular with 
certain Right'wing members nf his parly. 

Omitted when Oh ram re-formed his Cabinet in 
June 1947, Successful in fir<| stage Senate elections 
in Tehran. October 1949. Founded. February 1951 
-L ww Piirly. Mt Hi' iw?-<■'/)< -tnakrut , restrictirn- the 
P°wCff of Che monarchy, but this hnn made m> 


headway. January 1955, appointed Le supervisory 
board of the Sescn-Vuar Plan Organisation ami in 
July publicly attacked A H Ebtehaj, E-lcad of thi; 
Plan, who soon hud hum removed from the board. 

Affable and energetic but garrulous, unreliable, 
immature and lucking political sense. Speaks four 
English and French. 

14. Arrinlam Ur, *411 Qtlfl 

Bom about 1900, brother of Amanullah ArJaLui. 
Served mostly under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in various po*ti from 1922. Seeretary ai Washington 
1932 where lie had a dispute with Ghaffur Jajal. the 
Minister. Counsellor at Vichy after the colLpsc of 
France in l l *4ik Returned to Tehran 1942 and was 
in charge of the United Kingdom Section of the 
Ministry of Foreign A flairs for more than a year, 
fulfil ling fm duties ^ith efTidescy. Counsellor at 
Ankara 1943, Under-SeereLny for Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in December 194S. Acting MimMcr 
for Foreign Affairs on appointment of Ala 
February 1950, Head of frar-ian delegation to 
U-N- August 1950-May 1955- Then appointed to 
tlic 13igh Political Council of the Ntitiisiry of Forajtm 
\:l.nfs. Appointed Minister of Forest Affairs in 
Dcecmbsr 1955. and represented Iran at both the 
London conferences on the Suez Canal and on die 
intervening, fue-man commit tee led b> Menzici to 
Egypt During his tenure of office in 1956 Dr. 
.\rdaLaii ha-, grown considerably in stature.. A eom- 
petem administrator, he is now seen co possess con¬ 
victions and sane courage and force of Character, 
Though an official rather than a politician, he has 
eonc well with Parliament, A realist in his political 
■ av. he seems ft all-disposed to us, A Kurd from 
Sanandiij. Speaks English. French and German, Has 
a charming wife. 

E5- Aldalt% Amanullah (H^jl tv/ ttl-Mamikkj 

Born about I8-.XS. Sou of Haji Fakhr-uTMiilk 
of SarnmJLij .jrnJ brother of ’Ali Quli. Deputy to lIic 
ntl, 3rd and 5ih Mijtes, Mum ter of Public ^'■Lirks 
in Sardar i'j>ah\ Cabinet of October 1923. Resigned 
\pril 1924. Governor of Aslarabud |928; of Luri- 
9an. &C-, in 1932; of Ciilan In |9?3 and again of 
l.uristu n in 1434. of B ush ice and the Gulf Tott^ 
|935; and Goiut nor-General of Kerman in May 
1936. 

Governor-Gepcral nf Azerbaijan {West) at the 
time of the invasion E94J; tied precipitate]) to Tehran 
when (he Russians advanced, fearing that revenge 
would be taken on him for various anli-R.us.Mari 
measures which he had been ordered to take. 
Direct or-General of M iiiisir- of Finance and 
Governor of Isfahan in |942," Minister of Public 
Health Febfuary 1943, MiniMer <*f Finance Dcvem- 
Iilt 1'4;3, Minister of Consmerec and ] iieiu-st; r> 
March August 1944, Returned to Cabinet Novem¬ 
ber 1944 April 1945. Minister of Justice November 
1945-January 1946. Minister of Road?* jnd Com- 
muftfeations March 1 () 48, Govcrnor-Genef;i| J Fnrs h 
June 3 948. Deputy for Sanandaj 1 Kurdistan) in 
Constituent Assembly April 1949, 

Minister of the Interior April-June 1950. Minister 
of Interior under Rozmara. November 1^50, vni |j| 
laiicr's isskiss! nation in March I9SL Deputy in ESsh 
M.LjF 's for Sanabdaj; Vice-Prc.ddeni of Majles, April 
1955. Ir.mian Amir-ut-Haj for Mecca, in |955. Rc- 
ckvLed to 19th Miiilcs in 195b and a^in a Vice- 
I’rcsident, 

Is the sort of professional politician who h always 
likely to imrt Up as :i candidate for mmistmal 
^Ibec. HU reputation for honesty is not particu¬ 
larly good, bin it is not as hud as sonic^ not a very 
forceful personality, hut knows the ropes, Old 
friend of Sayyed Muhammad Sadeq Tahalaba'i, 
Observes the f.ist in Ramoran. Speaks French and 
a little English. 
















16. Afdilin, Niwr Qttli 

Bom in Tehran 1896. Brother o\ Amafiullahi and 
All Quli Ardalan Educated ul Tehran and, in. 
Belgium. Returned to Iran 1915 and enteral the 
scr-iicc of the Ministry of the Interior* where he 
■served for lit'teen years* me Ming several periods as 
Governor of different provinces Subsequently em¬ 
ployed in the National Bank. 

tie puts for Sanandaj in rht- L4ih x 15th and Ifcth 
MajltS. 

A member Of Mixed Oil Commission May 195.1. 
arid of ihai body's three-man delegation to Khuristan 
June 1951. where he joined the board of NJ.O.C. 
August 1952. April 195j Government Inspector at 
the National Bank. Then Governor-Genera] of 
A.earbaijjft until Musaddeq's fall in August 1953. 
At present financial adviser to the Ministry of 
Finance and 1956 member of High Council of Agri¬ 
cultural Bank. 

Intelligent and capable More of an olliciiil than 
a politician. Speaks French. 


IT. Alfa*, Hasan, Major-General (Sarkshgarl 
Bom about I GW, the eldest son of the laic Prince 
ftfrra AffiT { Arfa'-ud-Daulcfl>, Educated in Russia 
4nd France. Joined ibe Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1907 as secretary to rhe Iranian Consulate at 
Till is. Secretary at the Iranian Legation at 
St, Petersburg ' n IWS. Joined the gendarmerie in 
1911; and has been in the army since then, Com¬ 
manded the crack cava In Fahltivl Regiment in [931. 
tunian delegate to the Zuhedun Conference in 1935. 
where, no doubt under strict orders, he took an 
extremely nationalistic and and-British standpoint. 

Officially attended Alalurk's funeral in 193^5. 
Promoted brigadier-general April 1939. Inspector 
of Cavalry 1942, Commanded the 1st Division 1943, 
Appointed Chief of the General Staff December 
lo45. Had some success in organising resistance to 
the Azerbaijan I>entoeTats and (heir independent 
Government of Tabriz When Qavam look office 
in February 1946. with the task of restoring good 
relations with Russia, Arfa‘ was at once relieved 
of liis post. Arrested April 194ft by order of Qavarn- 
us-Saltaneh. Released October 1946. In 1947 
started the " Asia Society ' Aiming at Go-operation 
bee ween \ fiddle East States. Minister of Roads 
under Ala. April 4 27. 1951 
Speaks. French. English. Turkish and Russian. 
Married to an Englishwoman, we Bewicke. Well 
read* particularly in history. Patriotic, honest, 
intelligent and outspoken but at times rather s fire- 
breed. Despite his rather uncertain judgment am! 
temper he might make a come-back as a political 
soldier. Ambitious to become Prime Minister. 


IK. Asadi. Salman 

Born about 1896, The eldest son of ihc hue 
Muhammad Vaii Avudi. mutawulli of lhe shrine at 
Mcshctl. who was shot for treason in 1935* 
Educated &t the American College* Tehran; spent 
a few years, also at Cambridge and in London; 
speaks English. Owing to his father's influence 
elected to the Majtes as member for rhe 7th and 
Rth sessions. 

Served for a short time in the News Section of 
the Ministry of Foreign A Hairs, as a translator. In 
charge of ihc Department of Propaganda 1941 to 
March 1942. Undcr-Secretary ui the Ministry of 
Food 1942 rmd worked hard to ensure the food 
supply " r Tehran with Mr. Sheridan in ihe famine 
winter of 1942 43 finder-Secretary of Slate, 
Ministry of Fiflinee. and head of ihc Rice Monopoly 
April 1944 Member of Economic Section of 


GavamN Mission to Moscow February' 1946. 
Appointed chairman of the Industrial Bank Octo¬ 
ber 1946. Minister of Labour June to September 
1947, Elected to 15th Majtes for Meshed. April 
1954 appointed to High Council of Seven-Year Plan. 

Financial!} honest and often actuated by quite 
creditable motives; but an incorrigible liar and 
intriguer. 


19. Afudi, Yadullah (Amir A'zamo 

Born in Tehran about 1890. The son of the Luce 
Nusratullah Mirra, and a descendant of Lath AU 
Shah. Inherited large estates from his father in the 
neighbourhood of Datnglun and Shahrud. Educated 
in Iran, has spent some years in Europe. Wife is 
a daughter of Vusuq-ttd-Daulefi. 

Entered the Ministry of Foreign A Hairs in 1920. 
Secretary at Berlin in 192S: Counsellor at Washing¬ 
ton m 1931 and Minister at Warsaw in 1933. 
Adminimrative Director-General of the Ministry. 
March 1937 until November 1937, Minister of 
Roads under Quvam-us-Salianeh 1942. and did well 
in that post. Resigned earl} in 1943 partly owing 
to accusations of nepotism; appointed Minister to 
Brazil, and preceded thither July 1943, Replaced 
March 1949. Minister to the Argentine August 
1950 -August 1952. December 1952 Master of Cere¬ 
monies ai the Court until appointed Minister to 
Spain May 1954. 

Speak', French and German, and usually very 
helpful and forthcoming, One of the old school with 
nm much influence. 


2(1. Bakhtin r„ Aq& khan 

Born 19GB, fifth son of Santa r Muhtashirrt 
Educated in England. 

No actual experience or tribal aI fairs in the iribc. 

Deputy for Shahr Kurd in I5di Majle?,. Made Ute 
Agricultural Think his career and became Director 
of ii in July 1951. Resigned March 1953, 
Appointed Director of [he Mortgage Bank September 
1953. 

Conscientious and haid-working. Believes in need 
for reforms bui not particularly active or influctiiiat 
in politics Genuinely friendly towards us. Speak * 
very good Eo*liih- 


21* Unkhli£r T Ur, titiiThpui 

Bom 1.909. Elder son of Sardar Fateh. Educated 
and obtained his doctorate in France where he lived 
for sixteen years and served with Mis French Resis¬ 
tance Forces during the war* On return (o this 
.nun-try was appointed in 1946 as Director of 
Provincial labour Olftce in Isfahan, Aroused 
opposition from factory owners by trying to imple¬ 
ment labour legislation too enthusiastically. Factory 
owners succeeded in obtaining his transfer from 
Isfahan. Director of Provincial Labour Office in 
Abadan 1947 October 1949, I nder-Secreta ry in 
Ministry of Labour April August 1951 Remained 
faithfuf to Musaddcif. Arrested February 1454 for 
a few weeks for afttlAjovernmein activity'and again 
in September 1954 on suspicion of collaborating with 
fudeh military organisation; in June 1955 sentenced 
to three years' imprisonment hut released in 1956 
and now' works as a contractor. 

In Abadan worked hard to improve industrial 
relations and preserve industrial peace. Conscien¬ 
tious and apparently strictly honest, Rclarions wilh 
Anglo-fra man Oil Company were on the whole good. 

Speaks French and :t little English. Is an intense 
Nationalist and professed anii-CommurtisL 


22. Bnkhtmr Taira W Kiiau, ( Sepahbuif) 

Born c, 1910; educated at Isfahan* Beirut and 
attended cavalry college in France Joined Lite army 
in 1935 and gained good promotion V5a.s m .com¬ 
mand at Kemranslrah m 1953. On Musaddeqfs fad 
made Commander of the 2nd Armoured Division in 
Tehran and later Military Governor of Tehran and 
the Railways. L956 attended course in the United 
States before becoming Head of the new National 
Security Agency and UndCT-Secretary in the Prime 
Minister's utliee- 

Bukbriar is intelligent, active, amhuiou.s and ruth¬ 
less. El is repu ration has become tarnished durin;: 
has Military Gmrenorship I.ho has made enough to 
buy a number of villages) but He has done an 
outstanding job in maintaining internal security and 
rounding lip Communist suspects. Ostensibly a 
faithful lieutenant of the Shah bui may well see 
himself as Iran's coming “strong man." The 
Americans regard him ^s a likely candidate for high 
Office. A lady-killer. Is related to Queen SuTsya 
Speaks French. 


23* Bstkhliarl, Jubjtnshih Samvim 

Born 1910. the '-ecOrtd ton of Murteza Quli 
SiioiKiin by his second wife* a sister of Suubt-ud- 
Ltauleti QaShqal. Is more of a tribesman than hie 
brothers. After his fat bur lie ims probably more 
influence (hart any uthci of the tlkhani Khans in the 
tribe and of all the Rh.ms comes second to Abul 
GiSem, 

In 1943 was awarded the Hinuayun medal, 1st 
da-.'. ! r at ranging j meeting between the Qashqa’i 
Khan? and General Juhanbaui. Always friendly 
v. iill British* he was presented with a silver tray at 
the end of 1945 in appreciation of rite hospitality 
he had shown to British officials during the war* 

Governor ol Sh.dir Kurd ana Deputy Governor 
of the Bakhlian Juiv 1944. Co-Go -craor of the 
Hnkhtiari with Abul Uasem in Julj ]44ft r Arrested 
by Oavatn who dismissed him in September 194ft 
for complicity in the plol by Bakhtiaris and Oashqa'is 
to rise against the Central Government, Governor 
of Kurdistan. March 1949 January 1950* when 
promoted Governor-General, Kerman shah, where he 
did excellent work in making the administration 
more honest and more dllctcnt. Obliged So resign 
by Mu&addeff. Mav 1951. April 1955* appointed 
Gos cmor-GcT>eraL Kentiim. 

Active, patriotic and comparatively honest, but 
not wry clever and of doubtful personal morals 


24. BakhtUri. Murtezii QuTi Knmsam 

Bom about 3 875* The son of the famous 
5*i nisam -uv Sj Itaneh. Hook part an operations 
ucainst Salar-ud-Dnul.-li in (9Ll Represented the 
Etakhriuri iribc in the Malles in the same vear. and 
appointed Hbagi of the iribc in L9I2. Governor of 
Vein! in 1914, Helped the Germans during the war 
1914 -13* Made fiis peace wilh the Bmish Legation 
after the war. Has field the appainlmenl of llbagi 
or Ukhani of ihe tribe on several occasions. Was 
II khan l when most of the Bakhtinri Khans were 
arrested m December 1933, He escaped The fate 
of his fellow khans, and assisted the Government in 
their policy of inducing the Bakhtiari sfibc to 
abandon (heir tradtrioii.il nomadic habits. Appointed 
Governor of Bakhliari early in 1945 and did well, 
suppressing various upstarts like Abul Qarem and 
csuiWishing order in that tribal area* thereby 
■serving British intcrcs(s well during the war. By 
the end of 1945 he had. however, become unpopular 
with rise other tribal khans, and he wav relieved of 
his appointment by Oavarn-us-Saltaiieb Arrested 
In September 1946 for complicity in joint Bakhriaii- 
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Gashqa’t rising. Released liecembcr. Deputy for 
Shahr Kurd in. Constituent Assembly April 1949. 
Since then largely in the tribal area. 

Quick-tempered, jovul amtl obstinate. Served 
Rcau Shah well. Very pleasant to meet, but not 
tiie sort of man one can trust very tor. 


25. Baqi’L Dr, Maraffar 

Born about 191L Son of Mirra hhahab Kcrinam. 
a schoolmaster of Kerman. Received a degree of 
philosophy from the Ecole Nurmale SupiiriL h ure_ Je 
Saint Cloud. Faris. and afterwartk >jrent some lime 
in France. Entered ihe service of the Ministry of 
Education and became Director of Education in 
Kerman in August 1944, 

Was a member of Quviim-us-SaltanelTs Democrat 
Party in 194ft and become Deputy for Kerman to 
the 15th Majles* In September 1949 was the guiding 
force behind a new paper called Shat Sal and quickly 
got into trouble with the General Stall for attacks 
on the army. He was one of the founders of the 
National From and, with other members of it. was 
elected Deputy for Tehran to the 16th Mujlcs- 
Ertgjgtd with other members of the National Front 
in violent abuse against the An^lo-Jranian Oil Com¬ 
pany and other British interests. In May 195] he 
(ortiled the Toilers' Party l Ih'Tb't'-Zahnjutluuiiwn ) in 
the hope of organising some labour support for 
Mu saddens Government. Widely believed that he 
received financial support from Hue Americans to 
form the party. The party, which has never been 
much more than a yang of loughs, vplit in 1952 with 
ihc formation of the " Third Force by Khalil 
Muleki In October 1951 Baqn'i accompanied 
Musaddeq to America. E tec ted Deputy tor Tehran 
in the 17ih Mia j lew. Broke with Mujaddeq openly 
in March 1953 and gaoled for a few days before 
rite laiterN fait in August 1953, Went to Kerman 
for ISth Majtes elections May 1954. Arrested in. 
following June for opposing Government candidates 
and deported to Zahedan for a few months. 
Arrested in November 195ft for despatch of tele¬ 
gram ret Nasser offering volunteers from his parly, 
l!te framework of which still crisis, to fight for 
FgjpLi released after several weeks. 

A clever and ambitious man with less of u 
reputation for dishonesty than many of his old 
colleagues such av Fiitenn and Makki It is widely 
Iteld that the Shah keeps in touch with him. Has a 
>tron: following in Kerman md considerable 1 sup^H^n 
sn Isfahan. Cold and unscrupulous, he is believed 
In have organised the torture and murder of 
Musuddoq's police chief. Afsltanus. No fricrul of 
ours 


26. Ha sal. Murk-ra Quli i Suhiim-nv-HiJItafl l 

A rich landowner from S-uhanuhad i Ar-ia l, bom 
-ihciui 1SB-2. Member of the Majles on several 
occasions* and Minister >.'f Finance 1926 27. Deputy 
Speaker of the Ulth Majles Member of rhe Edahn 
Fnrty 1942. Accused of htiarding wheat during the 
winter of 1942-43- Minister of Finance l‘>43, and 
performed ihc useful function of effadng himself 
completely in favour of T)r. Millspaugh. 

Minister without Portfolio March August 1944. 
Prime Minister November 1944 April 1915, He 
-ought lo impfove relations with ihe Russian*, hut 
his efforts only resulted in the pnraljsrs of (he 
ndtiiinistniiion of the country. Sent *i-. Governor- 
General ts) Tabriz in December 1945. bn? failed to 
do anything io check the Azartaifen indejtendcnce 
nim-emenl. Minister of T inante February to August 
1946. Deputy fia Araq in Constituent Assembly 
April 1949 Elected Senator from Harruidun 
nutu.rnn 1949 and L-lectcd First Vice-President of the 

C- 













Senate on its inauguration February 1950, Member 
of Mixed Qd ComniLssion May 3 951, Became 
managing director rtf N.L.G.C, Cfeocmber 1952, in 
which capacity he took parr in the 1954 oil 
negotiations, Jn 1955 appointed chairman of the 
board of directors «i the recooj touted NT.DC. 

Has a young wife. Speaks good french, Hjj, been 
sensible and adroit as chairman of N.LO.C. and 
much quicker-wittcd than his rather uncomprehend¬ 
ing demeanour betrays Went iothe United Kingdom 
at the end of November 195b to undergo art 
operation for career, which likely to mean the end 
ut his active career and perhaps of his life. 


27. Bdibuhiiiii, Minri Suyyfd Mtth annua U 

{A 'yvuiiaH) 

Bom in the early 1870$, Son of Aqs Sayyed 
Abdullah Behbuham. a leading Nationalist mujuiiu J, 
who was murdered in l4tWi by .l rival clique of 
fellow-rovol ut iona ties, 

Ayatullah Bchbithani is a divine of a political 
rather than a religious hem and wields considerable 
influence in i ;hr.;m h :h in the bazaar and amongst 
politicians. Played an important part in stopping 
the Shah leaving the country in February 1953. and 
again in the events which ted to Musaddoj's over¬ 
throw in August 1953. Directly concerned in lhe 
1955 and-Sahal agitation. 

Expects and usually receives payment for his 
services, in particular from the Shah, with whom he 
is believed to be closely connected. Regarded by 
some as pro-British, 

His son. Suyyed JaTar Jborn about 19||>. became 
.i Deputy for (he first tune in the 18th Majtes. 
representing Tehran, made a number of Nationalist 
and anti-British speeches, and was re-elected to the 
19th Majlcs. 


2K. EV-hnia * Abdul Husain 

Born about 1910. Educated in France. Most of 
hii career as a civil ser-am has been passed in the 
Ministry of Finance, where he was senior Under¬ 
secretary for .several years until 1950. He then 
became EAcsidenl of the Exchange Control Com¬ 
mission In August 1952 dismissed by Musadldeq 
to face charges of irregularities during' his tame in 
the Ministry urf Finance. Cleared in April 1953, 
Then given sinecure as financial adviser to the 
Ministry of Finance. For souk months in 1952 led 
Iranian delegation in financial negotiations with 
Russians. In 1954 went into private business, 
Member of the High Council of the Bank-e-McUi. 

He has the reputation of being a realist and a 
sound administrator. He can take quick decisions 
and rapidly grasp the essentials of fuumcial and 
economic problems, He mistrusts the Russians and 
Seems prepared to be friendly and helpful lowardj< 
the UniJih rather than the Americans He is reliably 
reported to be corrupt. Speaks French fluently 
Is Unmarried. 


29, H&rujcrdi, H*j xqa Husain [ VyutaWllt) 

Born e. 1875 in Bomjerd of one of the old* 
established clerical families of that time- Completed 
his religious studies in Najaf (Iraqi and stayed 
l he re a number of yean before returning to BumjerJ 
Gained a high reputation for his learning and for his 
proficiency in dealing with difficult points of theology 
out did not play u prominent public part in religious 
affairs until tlic leading Shi'a divine died in 194b. 
After a rival'.s short reign flurujerdi replaced him 
and moved u ■> Qum, where he now lives. 

During Musaddeq's time Burujerdi kept himself to 
himself although he was attacked hy the Musaddeqi 


an L E Tuckh press. He became more prominent 
politically 1 during the ami-Baba'i agitation of L955 
when he brought pressure, including threat* of 
leaving Gum for Vtjaf. upon the Ala Government 
and me Shah to more or levs outlaw the Baha'is, 
i las become very critical of the Shall. 

Old, deaf and going blind, he seems to be more 
or a tool in. the hands of self'interested or fanatic#! 
mullas than (o want to stir up trouble on his own 
initiative. 


3(J, Huvhehrj-DehdiLvliti, Af)l Java*! < Amir Muma'yun} 

Bom in Fehlu 1898. Second jam tif the lute 
Huji Myin-ut-Tujjar. Educated at Tehran and in 
the United Kingdom (19]2- 14), Claims that he 
joined an O.T.C in the United Kingdom at outbreak 
of war but was forced by his father to resign. Speaks 
French and English. Married a daughter of the liite 
Haji Amui-uz-Zarb, One of his sons. Jehangir, is an 
official of tlie International Bank, Elected a 
member of the 7th Majles, 

In Germany from the outbreak of the war till 
1942, Returned to Tehran March 1943, Arrested 
and sent to Sul tana bins as a suspect in June 1943. 
Released May 1945, Appointed Governor-GeneraE 
of Pars October 194* with approve! of the Qushqa’is. 
but only held the appointment for a few months. 

Minister of Posts and Telegraphs under Qavam- 
li-H-Saltanch September December L^47 and Minister 
of Agriculture under Hafiiir June 1948. Depuly 
for Bushins in Constituent Assembly April 1944. 
Successful in the first stage of cite Senate elections 
m Bush ire but e lected a Senator from Tehran. 
October 1949. Minister of Roads under Musoddcq. 
May J95J, Member of Iranian negotiating team in 
oil talks with Harriman and StokCS. My-AugUSl 
1453, Appointed Senator for Fare March 1954 and 
Vice-President of Senate., 1956. 

A lightweight, but htis entertained at times the 
ambition to become Prime Minister, 


31* Dftditi, 'All 

Born, about 1887, Educated in Lhc schools, of the 
holy places of Iraq. Returned to Iran about 3 922 
and edited a paper called Sluif$tj-L'-Siirkh> winch 
frequently abused things BriLish and which be con¬ 
tinued to publish until 1935. receiving subsidies now 
from Shah and now from Lhe Soviet Embassy. 
Deputy in the 6lh, 7th and 8th Mailes, Fell into 
disgrace with Kcza Shah in 1935. 

After Llic abdication of Re/a Shah he returned to 
the foreground of Tehran politics. A severe critic 
uf Furughi and Suhaili in 3942. he worked hard for 
the return of Qiivum-us-SaUaneh as Prime Minister. 
When the latter came back to power and did not 
mate Dachti a Minister he turned against him. 

Fleeted to I4th Majtcs in 1943. fn the i>il crisis 
of [444 he opposed die spread of Russian influence 
iji Iran and strongly supported the * resistance" 
Cabinets preceding Oavam-us-SuRanehs. Airestd 
May 1946. Released December 1946. 

Ambassador in Cairo from December 1948. 
Minister without Portfolio under Alii March 195 i 
Nh.ih’s special ambassador to Jordan on the cun- 
L-eUulion of hts State visit April i95l. Appointed 
by the Shah Senator for Tehran April 1952. after 
i( period of assiduous cultivation of the Imperial 
fumib Elected Senator for Tehran March I95J 

He" appears to have no scruples and no principles. 
Trusted little, even by his friends, who regard his 
excessive attachment to women (which he publicly 
displays i as not in keeping with high office. 

A persuasive orator who once held the attention 
of the Majl^ .is few others could. 
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32, Divjtnhalgi, ,\q#, R«5 ‘Ali 

Born in Kurdistan about IS9I, Related to the 
Qansguritf linuly. FducatCsl in Iran. In the 
ciTiplnj of the Ministry of the Interior for some 
years. Went to Turkey with the ■Nationalists during 
the first war. Chef cte Cabinet to Governor-Genera l 
of Kerman. A member of the 6th. 7ih and 8th 
Mnjlt’v Governor of Gilan in Resigned in 

1933. ami appointed Governor of Muzandaran in 
October 1934, relieved early in 1^36. Gtivernor- 
General of KhuzivUin July 1942. and showed some 
energy, but is reported to have lined his pockets 
pretty thoroughly in connexion with certain contracts. 
Recalled early 1943. Govcriior-Genaral. Gilan, 
October 1947-February 1950. when appointed 
Senator for Kermanshah. Appointed jj;ain March 
1954. One of the most violent opponents of the 
1954 agreement with the Oil Consortium. 

Speaks French. Agreeable to talk so, but 
unreliable. Tendency to demagogy: 

33, Abul IIjkui] 

Second son ol Ebtehij-ul-Mulk and brother of 
Ghulatn Hussain Ebtehilj. Dorn at Rcsht about 
1900. Intarpcetcr to the British force j- in Gilan 
towards she end of the 1914-1S war. Entered the 
service of the British fat that lime Imperiall Bank of 
Iran jL Resllt a haul 1920- Transferred IO Tehran 
1925. Assistant to the chief inspector from then till 
in 1936 he resigned uf Ins own accord, because he 
did not think bis talents were given enough scope. 

Head of the Mortgage Bank, 1439. Became 
Governor of the National Bank of Iran in September 
1942. In this capacity he achieved much and was 
also of considerable service to us in many ways. 
Was Iranian representative in the negotiations in 
London lending to the Conclusion of a si ri a op a l 
agreement between the National Hank and the Bank 
of England in August 1947. and iu its renewal m 
November 1943, He iriuimaiined very cordial rela¬ 
tions with the British treasury und (he Bank of 
England, 

He proceeded unsuvcc.ssfully io litigation against 
the British Hank in 1936 and coFihnucd to harbour 
j grudge against it. In 1949 he did his best to mnkc 
the bank’s pos:1i-'>n untenable and his atiitudc was 
probably a ctnuributcuy cause of the bankN later 
difficulties which kd to its withdrawal from Iran 
tn 1952. 

Ambassador to France. August 3 L >50. Recalled 
April 1952. Joined the stall of Die International 
Bank in Washington as an economic adviser. 
Returned to Tehran July I9?4. Managing Director 
of the Seven-Year Plan Organisation since Septem¬ 
ber 1954. with the Shah's backing. His differences 
with Zahcdi over development contracts and pro¬ 
cedure contributed the Shah's dismissal of the 
latter a-. Premier. Continually clashes with a 
number of Ministers and other important personali¬ 
ties but is still going strong. He has done much to 
introduce method into the operations of the Plan 
Organisation and to place it beyontS ihe reach of 
pressure groups. In autumn 1956 negotiated a S75 
million loan for the Plan Organisation from the 
Inter national Bank The powerful oppodlioo to the 
loan bj both the Senate and Mujles sprang largely 
from animosity inwards Eb chuj. 

As an Iranian financier he is unusual, since he 
possesses vision, intelligence, intuition, energy and 
integrity, though 1 title capacity for delegating 
authority. He is a sincere patriot and his financial 
theories and polity arc largely dictated by bis 
genuine desire to improve Iran’s economic position 
Apart ’Fr.in l cflirtlosity towards the British Bank be 
has proved birnsclf co-operative and rritndly, 

He is inordinately ^ain. sensitive and hot-tempered 
and has made many enemies among his own 
countrymen. He MitTer-i frum stomach-ulcers 
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Married in 1926 Maryam, daughter of Tatji 
Nabavi. No children. Both he and his wife were 
much in the confidence of the Shah and Princess 
Ashraf. 1956 married the pretty wife of Abusar. 
his former assistant. For all his shortcomings there 
-,re few men of hi.n calibre in Iran, He had dune a 
remarkable job in llic plan Organisation, his onh 
shortcoming being his unwillingness to make con¬ 
cession To political c>,pedienc\. 


34- E'hlvtiaj. Ghulam Husain 

Bom at Rcsht 1H9K. Brother of Abul Hasan 
Ebtchilj, Educated at Reslit and completed bis 
studies at Beirut, and for a short time in France. 
Interpreter to the British Expeditionary Force 
1918-20. 

Ilis father was assassinated by ihe Jangalis. and 
he, together with his family, fled to Tehran when 
ihe Bolsheviks occupied Gilan in 19213 Clerk in 
the Prime Minister's Office 1920-21, Secretary to 
the Governor of Gilan 1921-22. Transferred to the 
Ministry of Pubhv Work:s and assistant to the 
American adviser. Colonel Morris 1923- 28. Dis¬ 
missed from that post, apparently for dishonesty, 
rransferred to the Ministry of Foreign .-Affair> t43ii; 
First Secretary in London April 1932. First Secre¬ 
tary in Cairo March 1933, Suspended by the 
Ministry shortly after, apparently for conduci in 
London when the d'Arcj Concession wa^ cancelled. 
In 1934 Chief of Personnel at the Ministry uf the 
IniL-rior; and then director of Die Tourist"Depart¬ 
ment and chief of the louring Club of Iran. 
.Assistant to the Chief of the Tehran Municipality 
October 1437. hm returned to the Ministry of 
Interior in 1938. Director of Administrative Services 
in the Ministry August 1931. Acting Chief erf 
Tehran Municipality July 1939 

Incurred Reza Sh;ih J s displeasure and was relieved 
of his charge of the Municipality in September 1440, 
He ihen joined ftiOtUxtr anti also served on (he 
board of the Caspian Fishertts Joint Administration, 
3n 1942 divorced his Iranian wife and married a 
Polish refugee. Appointed Mayor of Tehran in 1944. 
A supporter of Sawed Zia he was actively opposed 
to alt Tudeh Party influence in the Munkjpal^y. Ml- 
thus Incurred the hostility of all Left-wing elements 
and in December (445 HiiItimi [then Prime Minister) 
dismissed him as q gesture of conciliation, [n 
1946 he became managing director of Iranian 
Airways. Deputy for Bandar Pahini in the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly April 1 L >49. Mayor Of Tehran 
again November 1949. but resigned ms February 1950 
on taking up hk duties as Deputy for Lahfjan m 
16th Majles, strongly opposed to Musaddctj in 
summer and autumn of 1951 Mostly in Europe. 
1 L >52 54. when he was reappointed Mayor of Tehran. 
September 1954 also appointed Inspector of the 
Caviar Purchasing Company, Replaced as mayor 
on suspicion of corruption on Alas becoming 
Premier. April 1955. Fleeted to Ihe 19th Majtcs as 
a deputy for Rcshi. 

_ Author nl a guide book to Iran, Speaks fluent 
f nglish, French and Russian. Clever and resource¬ 
ful but not io be trusted. Xefiive but itequi-sitive. 

3$. I nland. .lamij-l'il-Pln 

Born about 1900, son of the Emam lum'ch of 
Kluuiy. Edueatcil in Belgium and speaks French. 

Deputy in ihe I-to- Majlcs for Khatlh After at 
first surpoTt-yli D.ishij, in 1446 he was 
encouragFi* the Ci faint Rarty tu Ahwaz and 
^'“iict. In May of that year he was arrested bv 
Oavam-us-.Sidijnch for intrigues against the Stale/ 

Minister without Portfolio, charged with looking 
after ihe affairs of Aftirtatjan, June 194S to October 
I ,J 19. Fleeted to 16th M.ides from Tehran, 












One ot rise most influential members of the Majlcs 
0)1 ConmiLs.ML.vri, June j L> ?0; si was he who drew 
up the oil niiUOiUihsjlion resolution of March L^5l. 

Ei was his prrtfKijal which led to (Ke Majlcs vote 
oi i. id (nation tor Mu^ddeq us successor to '.Aid 
,it the end ol April 19?] l ima m i subsequent]], 
became leader m the Majlc* of the Opposition la 
Musaddeq and spoke against him with great force 
and courage. His rather dubious reputation was, 
however, a distinct handicap to the Opposition. 
March I’>52* accused of passing an uncovered cheque 
and tor a time went into hiding lo avoid arrest, 
April 1954. elected Senas ir for Tehran- An out* 
spoken app-onem of the Ala Government (3955), 

Venal, His seU-saiitfaciton makes him a difficult 
col league. LaiiaLicnlh anti-Commutiist, Courageous 
and forthright Not ihove using " knifemeit," 

3ft. Jailaini. Nt/aiii-L d-Din 

Brother of Jamjl-ud-Din Emlimi. Married lo a 
daughter of Vusuq-ud-DuuJeh Speaks English. 

Served with the Anglo-Iranian Oil Compacts'. 
1930-41 

Director-Genera!. Transferred Lands Department, 
ec-rlv b'43-Scptcic.bcr 1944. Head ft! Iranian Trade 
relegation to India, October N44. Iranian Govern¬ 
ment represenlatii,e with the A.E.Q.C.. London. Jane 
1-47, A member of the Iranian Government Dele¬ 
gation in the negotiation-, leading to the Supple- 
menial Agreement w ith the A.J.Q-C-, February July 
1949, Recalled after A.LQlC. evacuation nf the 
oil areas and returned December 1951. January 
I attached to the Ministry of Finance as an 
Inspector of ih, National Bank. Elected to the 
i th Majlia. 

Ambitious hut a reputation for honesty. Patriotic, 
verging on nation'llistic. Proud and rather pi£- 
headed. 


37, Kroirni, Ur, Say ted Hasan i t uithiliiii), fimeun 
Jum'th of Tell ran 

Bom e, 1903 His father and grandfather married 
daughters of the Qajar Rosai House, His father 
was Emam Jam'eh Heading religious dignitary) of 
Tehran but because of his opposition m the Consti¬ 
tution wa 1 . re placed by Dr. [imanu's uncle after the 
abdication of Muzalfir-ud-Din Slmh 

Educated ihe Russian School in Tehran, N'ajuf 
922-285 anti Lausanne, On his return in 1933 
became a lay Judge, later being promoted to the 
head of the Tehran court. with a reputation for i 
( Seal outlook In 1942 appointed a professor of 
law at Tehran University, where he still holds j 
senior professorship. 

In 1944 became a »ndge of ihe Court of Appeal. 
Li early 1945 Dr. Emdrm succeeded his unetc, who 
had died, as fTmoro Jnm eh of Tehran, 

He-, political career seems to have -,: ned in late 
141 with membership of the 'Eiitiia: “party,'" 
Opposed Qav.tm-us-Saltjnch in 1946, Elected from 
"I fhrjn m the Constituent Assembly in October 1^49 
was successful in the first stage of the Senate 
Actions in 195(1. In August 19J0 seriously 
wounded by -t kutfe-nann. 

Thwarted by Muttddfq in the Tehran elections for 
the 17ili Maples, be eot in from Mibiba i Elected 
President of the Mafic*, 1st July, 19 ?2 I To and his 
upporters a few w eeks Eater soled j'or Oavam-u.» 
Sal fan eh'* abortive premiership, on MuciddcqN 
, ituttphal return Dr. L.m5mi rc.agtieii front the presi¬ 
dency and left for Europe, later going to frag, 
l eitirncd to Irani, January 1953 April 1954, elected 
Sii-nsinT- from Tehran, hut h - not attended Senate 
■meetings 1956. officiated ,n betrothal of Princess 
Shahnaz to Ardcshir Zahedi. 


Intelligent and enlightened although not without 
some tortuosity ol mind or the charwcleristic Iranian 
belief in the existence of hidden political influences. 
Has a good reputation for honesty. Well-disposed 
towards us. Has an appreciable fallowing; of a more 
or lev- religious nature and has. considerable 
influence amongst various political und soda] groups 
A regular visitor of the Shah's and of the Ouceu 
Mother’s, 

Hsi wife l> j daughter of ZuhLr-ul-lsiarn {q r v,) t 
\ yor. ,i.]J ft daughter have been educated in Lhe 
United Kingdom. 

Speaks French, Russian and Arabic. 


38, Lntezim, ‘Abdullah 

Born r. 1900. brother of Nfisrulluh Eafczifii. 
Entered ihc Ministry of Foreign All airs in 1919, In 
the early 1920s at Washington contracted an 
unhappy ant! short-lived marriage with an American. 
In lhe Press Department 1935 35 . Consul at 
league 1 9 3 ft, Charge d’Affaires at Berne 193S, 
Head of the Third Pol idea] Department of the 
Ministry nf Foreign Affairs in April 1941. Secretary 
.it Berne 5942, Appointed in 1947 lo investigate 
Iranian claims against Germany and Sent to Stuttgart 
with ihe rank of Consul-General. Also accredited 
to The Hague as Minister, August 1949. Appointed 
first Grand Master of Ceremonies ftt the Court and 
then Minister for Foreign Affairs bv r A]fi„ April 
1951, bu: remained in Stutiuart. returning only in 
June 1953, August 1953, appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs under /.ahedi, becoming one oF lhe 
key men of his Ciovt nnsenl. April 1955. confirmed 
as Minister nf I'oreiuii Affaire under Ala and was 
acting Prime Minister during Ala’s iw© months' 
absence Represented Iran at the United Nations 
tenth anniversary at San Francisco, tune 1955. 

I ''56, appointed Deputy Prints Minjrtcf and Minister 
■■'.tihoui Portfolio. 

Pleasant and friendly. Interested in science. A 

II mu of pnncipiis. ideals and vision, with n con¬ 
structive approach to his iob, and a refreshing lack 
b personal ambibon which, however, handicaps him 
in die tougher branches of p^*lilies. His imegmy and 
modesty have earned him a very good reputation 
• ith hiv fctltju-countrymen. More of a thinker than 
an operator, 

Speaks excellent English. French and German. 


39. F.n1ezinu Vasniilih 

Born about 1399. Brother of Abdullah Ejite.urt 
.md nephew of Hasan 'AIJ Ghaffari Educated sn 
Tehran at the School of Political Science. Joined 
Ministry of Foreign -Nfluirs in 1919. Sccrciary at 
Paris 1926. Secretary ,0 Warsaw 1927-32. Secre¬ 
tary to the ii.jnutn delegates to the League fti’ 
Naiionx during the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
dispute in HG 3 . Secretary u( London May 193,1. 
Transferred lo Washington 1934. First Secretary at 
Herns 1936. DWcVitf tip pliant at the League of 
Nation*. -May l93g. Head of the Third Politkd 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs {dcalini', 
itntr nHa. with the United KingdEim), July t93g. 

Master of Ceremonies at the Court in March 194 L 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs February 
l L i43, Minister of Com rnttnications und sub¬ 
sequently for Foreign Affaire in Ray.u’s Cabinet 
of November 1944. Member of the Iranian 
detegaiion to San Francisco. Iranian delegate 
to Escraliw Commissiori of the United Nations 
■11 i craJon with rank of AmbawaJor, Member 
of Iranian ddegation to tlk Luired Natscsns 
J i:y 194b and ^gain 01 Saptemhor, Iranian 
representative on United Nations Palestine Com- 
mission June 1947. Ambassador in Washington 
1950-51 as well as permanent Iranian delegate lo 
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th-.- Lruled Nations frL>m 1950 until February 1954. 
when ne again became Ambassador in Washington. 
President of she General Assembly of the United 
Nctjjus, in 1450. Again Iranian detceaie 10 the 
United Nations in 1956. 

Rjther smooth but helpful and honest. Very 
intclUgenk Speaks French and English. 

4d. Kqbal. 'All 

Born in Meslied about 1895. Son of a well-known 
landowner of Khurasan, with property ul Kashraar 
and elsewhere in the province. IX-puLy for Method 
in the I2ih. 13th and 14th Majlcs, Never In 
Government aurviec, but well acquainted with 
Khurasan politics. An enemy of Suhyili, he was a 
profewnu supporter of Sayycd Zia-ud-Dn when the 
I a tier’s fortunes were at their height. 

Deputy for Kiislunar in the 15th MajLes and 
successful in first stage of Senate elections there, 
autumn l y 49. Early in 1954 founded .1 contracting 
firm. 

Murky personal morals, EtKrgclie and dishonest. 

41, FqhaS, Dr. Manuohdir 

Younger brother of ’AH Eqbil, Bern at Meshed 
about 1W5. Educated at Tehran Medical School, 
and in France. Returned to Iran =n 1939 and was 
employed ior some time m the Ministry of Tub: . 
Health. Lndcr-Secreiary the Ministry 15M?-, 
Minister for Health. August 1944 Minister for 
Health in QavumN Cabinet, February 1946, 
.Minister for Education. June 1948 Minister lor 
Health, November EM-K. Minister for the Interior. 
March 1949. Minister of Roads. January-June 
1 >i5t). August 195 o. Governor-General, Azerbaijan, 
where he did a good job until recalled by Musaddeq. 
September 1951, In France for five months in 1951 
Elected Senator for lehran, April 1954. January 
1955, with the Shah’s support, heeanic rector of 
fehnin University, where be lias done well, and in 
May 1955 deati of iho mcdic.il faculty. In addition, 
became Minister of Court, June 1956. 

Married to a Frenchwoman. Ambitious, friendly, 
intelligent and not without courage, lie has a 
forceful pcnHunaliiy and u, said 10 be a good doctor. 
GixkJ reptUatiofl for honesty. Court physician and 
close Court connexions of some standing, particularly 
With the Queen Mother. Hi* sights are set on 
becoming Prims' Minister. 

Speaks good French. A mason. 

42. Lefnmliarh Fithulluh Nttri 

Second son of Hasan Esfartdian tMuhinshem-us- 
SallnftChi Born about 1895. Educated m Switzer¬ 
land and France-. Entered Foreign Ministry and 
served in I ■ union from 3 L >I4 24, Washington 
1926 29, as Counsellor in Paris from 1924 50 and 
Charge sTAffaire* in L.■'ndil|] [9.to 31 and usuio in 
1933- Head of Protocol 1936 37. In charge of the 
Guyi-rpment-eontiolled Iran Insurance Company. 
1938. Appulnted Iranian Government representative 
v. Ill the AngEo-Iranian Oil Company, 1942. in 
London. Minister to Polish Government in Lon don, 
January 1944, Returned |e Iran, 1945, Minister in 
Washington May 1947. Appointed Iranian repre- 
licnUilive on international Rank. June 1947. 
Returned to Iran after his two years’ appointment 
und made a member of the Ses.-n-Ve.jr Plan Council. 
August 3 l H9. Was head of d> L - I ran ran delegation 
to the Islamic Economic Conference .1 Karachi 
(19491. February March 1954. Head of Supersisoty 
Commission for 18th Majlcs elediions m Tehran, 
Played a useful if not notably brilliant role in the 
1954 oil negotiations. 1955 became a member of the 
High Council of the Seven-Year Plan Organisation. 

Married to a French woman: speaks French and 
English, I lb son is A.D.C, to Prince Ghulam Rezni. 


Friendly and helpful but lacks drive: lie Im a 
reputation for integrity anti totmt to have been 
successful in avoiding charges ftr suspicions of 
corruption, Close friend of 'Ata, 

43. I'Nfandluri. Mosi Nuri 1 Mmjllj^-u-v-Satliinth) 

Born in Tehran 189*. Educated in Tehran and 
Europe. Entered the service of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in I9lti and held various appoint¬ 
ments. including Paris, Moscow and Ankara. 
Administrative Director-Genera! uf the Ministry of 
Forergn Aliuirs December 1937, Minister. Bagdad, 
August I'338, Sent on a special misMon 10 Berlin 
1939. Left Berlin on rupture of relations m 1941 
jnd returned to Bagdad as Minister until 1943. 
Fhough at first suspected of pro-German feclmcs, 
owing u» his visit 10 Berlin, he behaved conrcclly 
in bis scrond period of office In Bagdad. 
Minister of Agriculture in Suhaili s revised Cabinet 
of December 1943. Ambassador to Turkey 1945. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs under Qavam-us- 
Saltanch September December 1947 and again untivr 
Hakim i March I94K and Hazhir June 1948, 
Ambassador to India January ] L f4 L > December 1951, 
September I95J. appointed Minister 1 taler Am- 
hassador) lo Jai^an, and Ambassador at Rome id 
195b. 

Speaks French, Italian and English. Pleasant and 
well-educated, otherwise has no particular charac¬ 
teristics. Connected with Princess Ashraf. 

44. t hhriqi, Amir Qjsrin, Fnginccr [Mtohutuks 

Born in Tehran c. I9|J0. After hii schooling at 

die French College in Tehran lie went in 1924 to 
(lie Berlin technical hieh school lo study electricity 
In J'>27 continued hi> studies in Paris In l93d 
retmmed to Han and made inn career in the 
Ministry of P.T.T, In 1938 appointed Director- 
General in charge of tclephofife and lelcgraphte 
ccntiniuiucadons throughout the country. 

In 1950 bee a use L nder^Sccrctary to the Minist ry 
of P.T.T. and ihen Minister, both under Ra?mara, 
until the hitter’s assassination in March 1951, when 
Fshiraqi aguin took a technical job in the Minitsiry. 
in E952 appointed head of tire Telephone Company, 

En November J954 appointed, on the Scah s 
recommendation, deputy to ANil-Hascji l-.biehaj in 
the .Seven-Year Plan Organisation. In April 1955 
became Ministerial F I I in the Ala Govenraient, 

\ technician rather than a politician. Likes ift 
show him self oil in □ gOiHl light but is uitdoubte-dily 
serious and energetic and knows his job. Honest 
and tinrt in resisting special interests b;ii weB-likcd 
in spite of this, \ protfitf of the Shah. 

Npciiks French and some 1 nuillsti and German 
Hj-s a sensible French wife, 

45. I' skanclurL 1 Abbus 

Born t\ EfcifffL 1920-75 and for :t few months in 
J,9it tmiier-cditeu . 1 ! newspaper S'fii.nrF t.'nclc of 
traj Eskandari and a Oaj-ir prince. One nf the 
founders of the Tiideh l^arty. bui soon broke away 
to (cad a dissident seclitw. In 1942 became a 
director of the (ran Insurance Company, in which 
he made mone)'. and went to Egypt 1943-45, 
Appointed Governor of Tehran in June 194ft and 
Governor-Genera! a month later, when Tehran was 
made an independent Ustan. Elected to the E5ib 
Majlcs for Hjmadftn. In August 1947 made a 
violent attack in the Majlcs on Taqizudeh, the former 
Ambassador in London, Repeatedly attacked 
dak inn's Government in the first part of I94S and 
was foremost in demanding a revision of the 
A.I.O.C/s concession and the return of Bahrein, 10 
Iran. In January 1949 attacked Taqizadeh For 
signing the revised A.I.O.C, concession oC 1933 and 
thus set off the agitation which eventually led to 
nationalisation. 














Left Iran for Europe very jjoon ofter lhe attempt 
on the Shah s hFe on February 4, 1949. Returned 
m Iran mitt-1950. In Juh 1452 was Osivam-us- 
Satla rich's right-hand man during Liter's abortive 
few days' premiership, Now close to Abdullah 
Item and. vicmfl}. to the Shah. 

He is, something of a mystery man, Can almost 
certainly he identified with Sovicl agent No. 16 
mentioned in Agubclqoo's revelations, His nephew 
I raj tskumkiri, who wa* hirniariy .SecTeiary-Cieiicrai 
oi" the Tudeh Party and who tied ucirciiil in 1,947. 
is said to he leader of the Fudth exiles who are 
conecntra.cd in Prague. He is now rich, owning, the 
greater pari of Mchrabud aerodrome. having, accord¬ 
ing to general repute, cheated lhe original owner 
i’ue of HU title-deeds. Clever und untrustworthy. 


46. Filfflv Ur, 

Born 1909 m Keshan Secondary education in 
Tehran. Then at Birmingham University on ,in 
■V 3 .G.C.-financed Iran Government scholarship, 
after which he spent a year at the Sunbury Research 
Establishment, Took a Ph D. 19?7. joined A.l.O.C 
.old NUidted at their technical institutes tn the United 
Kingdom. 1939-50. worked in the technical institute 
at Abadan, eventually becoming its director, 1951. 
adviser to the Temporary Oil Board after nalionali- 
sat ton, 1952 -54, at first acting and liner confirmed 
a* refinery general manager for N LOG Took part 
n the 1^54 '.ul negotiations. 1955. became a member 
•if ihr bvards of the reconstituted Vl.G.C, and of 
ihe consortium refining company. 

liiv rtpulalion for honesty is gemd, He is 
competent, intelligent and clever. (He rode the 
Musaddeq storm.) Ambitious and a subtle intriguer 
His wife, a hypochondriac, is a bad influence, She 
is extremely am bilious and a greater, although Sees 
clever, intriguer than her husband. They have built 
up many in fluent in I connexions, including some ni 
the Shjh’s court 

Dr. anc) Mrs Fa Hah hath speak excellent English. 
They have two daughters. 


47. f-arhudL Ur. Husain 

Horn about 1899. Son-in-law of Vuhid-ul-Mulk 
Shaitumi. Educated in Tehran Served in various 
capacities in the Ministry of Education, at Tehran 
and in the provinces. Hav also done newspaper wort., 
One of the DircvtOfs-Geucr.il of the Ministry 1943, 
Successful candidate for Dushld-Mishan Qftd Su^uin- 
gird in the 1 J(h Mojl^ I94J. Arrested by Quvam- 
u-SaltLiitth December 1946. Released January 3 947. 
Deputy Primer Minister In HaklnnN Cabinet 
December 1947. Represented Dczful in Constituent 
Assembly 1949. Deputy for O-zful in 16ih Majles. 
Successful in first stage of Senate elections in Tehran, 
autumn 194^. Cultural Attache in Rome mid-1952 
in August 1953, when recalled by Zahcdi 
Government. Became Secretary-Genera I of Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce January 1955 and accom¬ 
panied Chamber delegation to Britain im 1956. Has 
done a good fob in reviving the Chamber's moribund 
organisation und improving its public relations. 

Dunng various absences of Abbas Mas’udi in 1951 
and 1952 exercised general -supervision over fcitffii'm. 

Speaks French, An intelligent man who is skilled 
lit 1 rimming his sails to lhe wind, 

48. Far maud. llaMm 'All () 

Bara near Hu mad .in, ISSfc Of the GariigujiEti 
family. Educated partly in France; speaks French. 

A large landowner, was Deputy for Hatnadin in 
the 7th Mai lea * 1928), three times between 1933 and 
1443 and again in the 14th Marks. f1943b Minister 
of Agriculture under AH. March 1951. and retained 


this post under Muaaddbq, May 1951 to Qciober 
1951, when he resigned to stand, unsuccessfully, as 
Majles candidate for Hamad an. 

Pleasant to meet but rather colourless and timid. 
Limited in outlook and not very practical 
Reputation for honesty and generosity. 

Farrukh. Mehdl i MufMHtt-tb-SalCiiiidi) 

A Sayyed.. Born about I SHI. Was for some 
y.ar^, in the Ministry of Foreign Alla ins. Minister 
ut Kabul in 1927-24. Minister of Industry and 
Mines in J4?*. 

Governor-General of Ears 1940, and of Kerman 
In 1941. Minister of the Interior of Suhadi's 
Cabinet July 1942 and in ^pitc of Majles opposition 
maintained his place in the Cabinet Qavam-us- 
Sidtjnth. in August, made him Minister of Food, 
in which post he displayed a sort of crazy activity 
which irritated many and did not achieve much. 
Having fallen out wiih I ho American adviser 
Sltcridan. he Left the Ministry of Food on the fall 
of the Oasant Cabinet in February 1943. Elected 
a Deputv for Zabul in the 14th Matles .November 
1943. 

Appointed Governor-General of Pars December 
‘ ,l4 -' but was recall ed ir i ebruary 3 94 is. Presented 
credentials as ambassador at Nanking November 
1948. Arrival in Tehran, December 1949, after wilh- 
drawal M mission. Appointed Chief of Police at 
lhe end of May 1950; replaced on fall of Mansur 
Cabinet, June k>50. Nominated Senator for Azar- 
braijan. December 1950. Elected Senator for 
Khurasan. March 1954. 1455-56, Governor-General 
of Ears and later Khurasan. At present Unemployed. 

Was prominent in opposition io Musaddeq and 
displayed considerable courage. Intelligent und 
ambitious hut c veil able and hot-tempered und a 
speech he made attacking (he 1954 oil agreement 
with i.i j _■ Consortium was neither intelligent nor 
responsible. Shows close imerest in Sislan iind 
Afghan frontier problems generally. 

5(1. Filch, MusiaG 

Eiorn in Isfahan about 1897. Son of Faleh-yl- 
Mulk* a sersunt of (he Prince-Governor of Isfahan, 
Zell-U5-Sultun, Educaied at Tehran and at 
Columbia University, where he graduated in 
economics. Entered the Anglo Iranian Oil Com¬ 
pany about 1922. Appointed assistant general 
manager fAdm.) of A.l.O.C at Abadan in February 
I |J, J7. (he most senior post held by an Iranian in 
which _he enjoyed a ctunf reputation as an ejllcicnt 
.idministrat ■■r. SVhcrr the last of the Hnn.sh left in 
1951 he svjs quickly retired b : . the N.I.O.C. Gaoled 
by Zuhcdi for a few days in October 1953 After 
ideajc went to the United Kitiedom and returned 
fune 1954 S4j|| |ylow His connect:mi wjf.li 
\ I O C if npw completely severed though they 
slid think hie My of him. 

Has a perfect command of English und is keenly 
interested in Persian polities, In 1943 founded the 
fftimrahuH Party with n reform programme: the 
party had faded uui by 1945, He also bus an 
international outhvok nnd a corrsidertible knowledge 
of world publics, particularly those of the Left, 
Anti-American bias. Intelligent, friendLy arid 
approachable, ts a mine of infnrmation about the 
foibles of his own countrymen. When assistant 
eencral rruinager of A,FOX’, be w r as n focus of 
mischief and point less imrieuc. Gave A.l.O.C. ami 
thereby the British a bad name by ini rig me and 
iverjiorud mtervendon in Iranian Governmetn affairs. 
He supported the A f.O,C, well, however,, once (he 
nationalism ton issue was raised, Reputation for 
immorality and dishoncAy. An mveicrate intrieuer, 

Has a sian in NM.Q.C and a daughter formerly 
married to Asghar Mirza. the son of Sarem-ud- 
Dauleh. His wife was daughter of the Zell-us- 
Sultan's bead ffleretary, Seraj-ul-Mulk. 
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51. Fatemi, \U4idi Mashir (Kmid-us-Siitltaneht 

Born about 1886, Added Mushir to bis name to 
distinguish himself from (he Fatenns l> 1 Na'nr. 
Ww un odkial in the Ministry of Finance and 
in I9JH financial repmenlalive in his native 
city of Isfahan, where be is influential bo(h through 
his. qwn family and through that of his wife, who 
ifi J daueliLcr of Zell-uS-Sub ari. Appnmted DcpuLy- 
Governor of Furs in 1922-23. Fleeted .i Deputy 
from Italian sn ihc 5th and 6th terms of (he Majlcx. 
Apps-iinicd Minister of Education in August 1925. 
Minister of Jus,Liee in December 1925 and Minister 
of the Interior February to May 1927. 

As a Minister and a l>epuiy he was uniformly 
popular and jiUccesvful, In 1928 he fell out with 
the Minister of Court and was not allowed to be 
elected to the 7th Majlcu. Fleeted a Deputy m 
die 8th Majits 1930, Governor of Gilan from 
December 1933 until October 1937. 

Head of l he Municipality of Tehran under 
Suhaili’s Cabinet February 194?. Resigned 1943 
and elected Deputy for Main 1943, One of the 
leaders of the Fttehad-e-Melli group in (he 14lh 
Majles which comamed .sbtiut twenty Right-wing 
members. 

Appointed Governor-Gcocrft] of Furs in March 
1946. Recalled during (he Oashqa'i revolt in 
autumn, but reappointed February 1947. Recalled 
May 1947. Elected Senator for Isfahan October 
194 !■ ,m.i again in November 1954. RcnwirtN j 
■S enniw, His *nn, Dr. Muvhir Fatcmt. wav elected 
to the 19ch Mujlcs, 

A heavy gambler with a reputation for dishoncsiy 
In ilt-hcLilih, Speaks a little French. 

52. Firuv, Muhummud Hualn. Mflji>rTk-tWhil 

{Sur taskbar) 

Born about 1895. The fourth son of the late 
Farmiin Farma. Educuted at the military college 
at Pelrograd, Entered the Iranian Army ,luring the 
1914 18 war, and wae regarded as one of the 
promising young ofiiccrs of (he army Fell 
under suspicion foe some reason about 1929 and 
resicited hi$ eQbtniission. His Qajur origin waa no 
doubt the cause of his collapse. 

G.O.C, and Cover nor-General Ears March 
1942-4?. He had succeeded in keeping a rather 
precarious order in Furs, but never succeeded in 
repressing Naser Qasbqi'i's rebellious movement 
Head of the An Force 1943, Again appointed 
Governor-General of Far? in early su miner 
of 1944. but did not get on with the 
influential Qavam-ul-Mulk or the OusliLta’i Khans, 
llts enemies accused him or weakness acid of 
truckling too much to the Tudefi, but His Majesty's 
Consul* Shiraz, considered (hat his refusal to take 
unnecessarily repressive measures agauut the Tuddi 
was more sound, Minister of Communications in 
Flak mil's Cabinet November |94fi. Resigned a 
month later. Returned to rhe same Ministry in 
Qavam’s Cabinet tn February I94ti, but was left 
out when Oiivam reformed his Cabinet in October 
1946. Appointed Inspector-General. Persian Air 
Force, March 1947, and retired from milircii > sen ice 
in 1949. At one time a member of the Directing 
Council of (he Iran-Soviet Cultural Rehition-s Society 
and up to 195? at least still actively connected with 
various international Communist front organisations. 

Speaks vcfj good French and Russian and some 
English i intelligent bui irresponsible. Tudeh- 
■spcinsored candidate for Tehran in (he elections for 
the 17th Majlis. Married a sister of flat Muhammad 
N a mart, who w as educated in Hong kong, speaks 
EnglKh perfectly, and is one of Iran’s lending 
feminists. A ft hough his wife goes abend weialEy 
he does not. He now leasts- a quic! private life andl 
refuses all invitation*. . i any rale from members of 
the Diplomatic Corin'. A man of great erudition 
and personal charm, 


53, Finu, Muhammad \'nli Mini (Furniiniarmuyinl 1 

Third son Of the lulc Furman Farina, Born about 

1893, Educated at Beirul and Paris. Sent to i nbrii 
as Head of the Finance Dcpurtitierit 1915. Said to 
have taken many bribes while in that appointment. 
Is v\*r> thrifty and has large properties both m 
Tehran and Tabriz. Elected as Deputy tu Lite 4th, 
5th ,«nd 6th M-ijles for Tabriz. On the fall of his 
brother, Nusrat-uJ-PauMt, in 1931. he retired from 
public life and was seldom seen. Has been in 
Europe a good deal. 

Elected 10 the 13th Majles for ^rab in 1941, and 
again to the Mth in 1943, His appearance, being 
that of -m underfed bird of frt-y. seems to keep 
him in the bock ground, but he hai a good deal of 
his fatfin'T’s intelligence. Beeucnt Minister of Labour 
and Propaganda in October 194* under Qavarrt. 
but resigned iu Dtscumber to stand, withoui success, 
as a candidate for the I5tb Majles. 

Founder member of Iranian Democratic Youth 
Organisation, a Tudch Party cover organis.ilion. 
July 1951, 

Now inactive because of serious illness 

54, Kuruhar. Abtd-Qisem 

Bom in Tehran about ISS3, A grandson of Mirra 
Abbas Khan Ottvam-ud-Dauleh, who was Minister 
of Finance for some years, Educated in Tehran 
and Sw-ii/erLnd^ studied Law. A iudgc in the 
Tribunal of the Ministry of Foreign A flairs 1915-21. 
Chief of Construction at the Tehran Municipality 
1921-24. [^resident of (he Tribunal 192b- 27. 
Assistant Director of the Registration Department 
in ihe Ministry of the Interior 1927 2S. Judge in 
the Appeal Court m 1929. Under -Secret ary of ific 
Ministry of 1 inan£e October 1933, Minister to 
France June J9?t Jailual'V 1937. Acting Minister 
Oi interior Ji.lv and Minister September 1937. 
SrUtivLer of Industry and Mines March 1 L >3S. 
Minister of Interior Augosi 1 ,J 2t& to February' 1939. 
\ Deputy for Tehran in (he 12th Mafics October 
H3W. artd in the 13th Majlcs 1941. Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs and later Minister of Finance in 
Ski'cd''' Cabinet March August 1^44, 

Didestate to UN, Assembly,. September 1947, 
Appointed minister to Switzerland 19-48, Also 
accredited to Vienna August 1949, Recalled by 
Mussddeq, May 1951. because of his relationship 
with Ghulan Husain Furuhar of Supplement Oil 
Agreement fame. On Mnsaddeqs overthrow. 
August 1953, again appointed Minister In 
Switzerland, and additionally la Austria. 

Wdl educated. Keep* himself to himsadf, Quite 
,i etKHd reputetion far hanesty, Mairicd to a 
Bulgarian lady. 

55, Rmihiir, Ghulilm Husain 

Born rn 1903. Rroihcr of Abul-Oascm Fimihar. 
Educated at the SchtHil of Political Science, Tchrun, 
and at Berlin University where he studied economics 
and law. Entered the Ministry of Justice in 1926 
and held various, appointments in that Ministry until 
19^4 when he transferred to the Ministry of Finance. 
Direeur-Gcttera] in the Ministry of Finance in 1940, 
In 1941 was appointed to Germany to investigate 
commercial relattons Ijetwesn Iran and Gerniaav 
After Fd.Ltions with Germany were cut he acted 
as ecivnomic counsellor to the Iran Ian Legal ion in 
Switzerland Relumed io Iran early i*^46 uml wai 
appointed Director-General of the Taxation Depart- 
mem of the Ministry of Finance. Minister of 
Road*, and Communications in Oavam-ua-Salfanch’s 
Cabinets December 194ft to December 1947. Head 
of Industrial Bank October [948-August 1949. when 
appointed Minister of Labour by Sa'cd, Dropped 
January 1950 Ministry of I a hour under Razmara. 
August 1950 Transferred to Ministry of Finance. 
October L 950, arid undertook the defence of the 
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Supplemental Oil Agreement in the Majlcs, Decem¬ 
ber 1950. a tusk which he performed with oom- 
mandible courage. As a result of the outcry in ihe 
Mujlcs, inspired against him by the National From, 
he was forced to resign m January 195 L _ Appointed 
to the High Council of Seven-Year Plan March ] 955. 
Became .Minister of Fa nance 1^56. 

Gamed ninth tnilucnet at one time by his wife’s 
Close association with Princess AshraF, Im-elligcnt 
and courageous hut more of a showman than an 
administrator. Likes the good life but comparatively 
honest Enjoy* poor health. 

Speaks fluem French and German. 

KiCiBjfc , i. Re/*., Engineer (Miihexits} 

Born 3 911. Educated in France and Germany. 
Ediltir of Baba Shwttri. a satirical weekly, up io 
|94ff. He served m various de par. merits, suen as 
the Mortgage Btirtk and the Seven-Year Flan 
Organisation. Was one of lhe ediloirs invited to 
Ihe United Kingdom by the M.GJ. in ihe autumn 
of 144?. Is. a member of the faqizadeft circle 
known as "" Ammiun ,L and is mainly supported by 
Taqi&idch. Hakim-ui Mulk and Najm. ’ Umler- 
Sepeteiy in Minmry of industry and Mines. 1955. 
Minister of Industry and Mines under Ala. 1956. 
Member of IramSovict Cultural Relations Com¬ 
mittee. 

More of a journalist than a politician. Has never 
done much work nut is a decent, tuniable person 
German is the only foreign language in which he 
is really at home. 

57 f fin ram ’Abbas. Mnjnr-Gcncnl t Stiriash^ar) 

Eom about 1962. In Cossack Brigade- in early 
19-Os. L,ik-r commissioned in the Engineers, 
Studied in France 1925- 27 at the fit Wo tie GYw*■. 

In 1.9J9 became head of the Railway Administra¬ 
tion. In 1^43 was appointed Deputy Chief of 
lho General Siaif In SeptembL-r 19JJ appointed to 
Command the 9th Division and became Deputy 
Chief of the General Star! again March 1946 
Promoted brigadier in June 1946. .md not long 
nfiler became Director of Personnel in the Ministry 
of War. In 1947 assumed command of the 3rd 
Division ;n Tabriz and in 194® of ffie 4ih Division 
,:i Re/a'icych. Promoted major-genernl March 1950. 
Relinquished command of the 4th Division in Mav 
1950 to become Deputy Chief of the General Slu 5L 
I'd the iicm month, when Ra/inara became Prime 
Minister he bentm? Chief of the General Staff; 
kepr his post until July 1952. when he was retired 
bv Mucaddeq. August 1953-Apnl 1955 Minister 
of Roads and Ciscnmunicatifins under ftihedi. 1956, 
Chief Inspector of the General Stair, 

He gained the esteem of the British officers work¬ 
ing in the railway administration during ihe war. 
oho considered that he co-operated well and loyally. 
He was highly thought of by His Majesty's Consul 
at Isfahan and has always appeared friendly He 
is believed to he one of the more efficient and active 
officers in the Iranian Army. His reputation for 
honesty, which was once very good, seems to have 
declined somewhat m recent years. Mot a very 
impressive Minister. He speaks fair French but no 
English. 

5®, Gi!dji\hah r Ifedaynt, Mijm-Genenif (Sarfashgtrr} 

Dorn about l9fkS. Educated at the Tehran 
Mi In ary School Com missioned 1939. first in rhe 
Cavalry and in 3 43j transferred to the Air Force 
Attended training courses in France in E9.U and 
1 w*- Irt ]94l fi m com mu nded the A hwaz Squadron 
and then ihe Tehran Air Group. Before 194] 
avunjialed ,i errat deal with the German comntunitv. 
In fXiober 1943 led a team of officers sent to rk 
I ruled Kingdom for air training, remaining there 


for two years, 1947 became Deputy Chief of Air 
Stuff and in late 1949 Commander of the Fighter 
Regiment. 

Appointed Head of the imperial Iranian Air 
Force in February 1952, 

He is an intriguer, weak, conceited and fund of 
good living. I hough aclively employed in the Air 
Force for the whole uf hi 1 - service, he has little 
knowledge of modern Air Force ailairs. Well in 
with the Shah, becoming an A.D.C. in 1945 and 
at present head of his military secretariat. Speaks 
French and English. 

59, GuKhLlylin, 'Alibiv Quli 

Born about 189&, Educated at School of Political 
Science, Tehran, in Ministry of Justice from 191 s 
to 1935, when he was transferred to Ministry of 
Finance of which he eventually became Director- 
General. Successively Minister of Finance, Com¬ 
merce and Justice under Furughi, August 
1941 March 1942. Appointed Governor-Gene rul. 
Tabriz, September 194-. but did not proceed. Head 
of Tehran Municipality January August 1944. 
Minister of Commerce under Sadr. June 1945. 
Governor-Genera]. Khurasan, April September 1948, 
when he was appointed Minister of Justice under 
Hazhif. Minister of Finance in successive Sa’ed 
Government* from November 1^45! to March 1950, 
Iranian Government plenipotentiary in negotiations 
with the A.I.O.C. which culminated m the signature 
of the Supplemental Agreement in July 1949, 
Governor-General of Pars, May I95Q, where he did 
an excellent job, Dismissed in August 1951 because 
of National From aversion to him ,jv signatory of 
she Supplemental Oil Agreement. Appointed 
Governor-General Azarbnijan. December 1**54 and 
Minister of Justice 395fi. 

Speaks French and l&a^ a limited knowledge of 
English. Affable and friendly with considerable 
character and determination, A capable and 
ad-.pmblc administnitor, 

60, Ma’eri/arteh. Sayycd a bill H. i van 

Born aboui 1894 of u spiritual family of Ye/.d. 
Deputy for Yestd in the 4th, 5th and 6th Mujles, A 
follower of Mudarres. who strongly opposed Reza 
Shah, Has had a career in the Ministry of J use ice 
which he joined in 192?, Deputy for Sahyavat in 
the 15th Majlus. fn 1945 was a member of Qavam- 
us-Saltunch's party. Deputy for Tehran in the 
16th, 17th and Ittth Majid, For some lime a 
member of Hi: t om mi tloc uf the Rarttsarts of Peace. 
Althmigh one of [he original members of (he 
National From he broke with Musadifctj in spring 
1953. Violently opposed the 1954 oil agreement, 
being line of the five Deputies who voted against it 
Not elected, to lhe 19th Majlcs in J956 owing in his 
Opposition to (he Government. 

Although ill a long history of political opposition 
he has shown courage and spoken his mind and 
has integrity of a sort, lie is ;■ sufficiently clever 
politician tn know when to dodge Quarrelsome 
and falls out with his colleagues, but an effective 
member of the M.ijles., where he has often abused 
she British. Inclined (o c&tmnc " neutralism.’ 1 Not 
particularly honest, 

61, llai'at, -'AM 

Born r. 1889 in Awrtoijao Traditional religious 
education. Was opposed to Rem Khan before he 
became Shah but Inter became one of his friends. A 
Deputy on several occasions before becoming a magis¬ 
trate in 1928. President of section of Supreme Court 
or Appeal when arrested m instance of Allied 
security authorities arid interned ai Arak. August 
3 943. Public PpKccutor at Supreme Court of 
Appeal when appointed Minister of Justice by 


Mansur. April 4950: he appears u.i have owed his 
appointment to the fact that he was acceptable 
to such mutually incompatible elements its (he Court 
and Lhe National From. Resigned with Mansur, 
June 1950. Minister of Just sec under Musaddeq. 
May 1951, Resigned August 395L on being 
appointed Senator for Azerbaijan. August 1953. 
appointed Head of Supreme Court; removed by 
Guhhalyln in 1956. 

An experienced and influential lawyer. Ambitious 
and not particularly honest. 

62 . Jlulimi, Ibrahim (I Iflkiffl-ubMuik \ 

Born in Azerbaijan, 1870: studied medicine in 
France for ten years: speaks French. Was Qajar 
Court Physician as was his Either Deputy in the 
1 st Majlcs. I9(K. Minister of Finance. |9l0. 
Minister of Education, I9|l>, 1911. Minister of 
Finance u? Education several times up to 1930. 
Lived in retirement throu^houi R«a Shah’s reign 
M i tiiiiLirr without Portfolio in Onvum-m-Sallanch’s 
Gibinets August DM 2 and February 1943. Awo- 
ciated with Oavam-ul-Mulk in liiv pro-German 
intrigues before [he Allied invasion, Member of 
the National Bank Advisory Council in 1943. 1944 
and I-M 5 : was considered an ancient nonentity, deaf 
and infirm, hut in May >945 was appointed Prime 
Minister because .iff other candidates were opposed 
bv one or other faction in the Majlcs Hi> Cabinet 
failed to obtain a vote of confidence and resigned a 
month 1 :cr. H. again beams Prime Minister in 
November 1945, and did his best to deal with the 
Russian-inspired Independence movement in Azur- 
hat|an and hat! courage enough to refer to the 
United Nations Security Council ihc situation 
created by ihe kiusijn refusal io all. v. lhe Iranian 
Government to senil troops to Tabriz. Fxhaustcd 
Fiy his cfEorts and intimidated by ihe growing 
hostility of the Shah and the fact tons in the Majlcs. 
he resigned in January [ 946 . 

Appointed Prime Minister, E>eecmbcx [947. after 
tin: tail nf Guvum-us-Saltaneb, FTc survived in that 
office until June 1948, when his Government resigned 
on failing to obtain a vote of confidence. President 
of Senate April 1954 April H55 a nit as such 
appointed member of Regency Council during Shah's 
absence in winter of 19 <j 55 . still a Senator, 3956. 

Sensible, friendly and sincere. Although old. 
deaf, fr.ul und lacking in grip, he ix not yet ipjitv 
in hi-- dotage Weahhv and honest. \\t- friendlv 
with Tacjiaadeh. 

63, llasihi, Fa^lnrcr Ku/i'm 

Bom r. 1902 in Tehran, After graduating from 
Tehran Law Faculty he studied mining engineering 
in France, Speak,-. French .aid some Fngliih, 

Aslant Head of Mines Department. October 
1942, Reported to be a member of the 1 udeh 
Party i» 1943: Held senior appointments in Ministry 
nf Commerce and Industry. 1943-44. Joined Iran 
P.ifls I -44 and Nattnnal Front 1950. Chief 
theerctician ut Nuticninl f ront on oil. was appointed 
uddiiioeal Under-Secretary at the Ministry of 
J 1 . nice by Musriddcq, May 1951 with position of 
fvrn:-neiit deputy to the Minister of Finance on the 
Mined Oil Commission. One of the Iranian 
(fctcg-'Ls ,.t 1 ha tiegaiiuEunis with the A.IO.C. anti 
Stokes mission in 1951. and Inreruationnl Bank in 
1952. Deputy for Tehran in the I7rh M&jle*. 
Always very dose 10 Mufeiddei|, he remained with 
him rifht up to (he hitter’s overthrow in August 
FCL Then in hiding until he was emated in 
VI - .-F 1955 lldc.is af on parole in Wil and ru.v 
teaches at the University, 

Fanatically anti-British. He has n crazy look in 
his eye and his ideas on oil and politics are 
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completely iiopfuetkuI Reputation fur honesty. 
Left-wipg views verging on fellow-travelling. 


64. HpdayaC. Abduflih, Cvin.-ral (Sepuhhml) 

Born about 3 902. the son of Mukhbcr-ud-Daufeh 
iOSiulj.iti Rota Kemal-Heitayati and so member of 
a family that has usually been pro-British. Trained 
at the French tie Guerre, and also at Fontaine¬ 
bleau. Head iff the Third Bureau, General Staff, 
February 1941; at tile Staff College November 1943: 
Deputy Chief of the General Staff May 1942; 
Commandant of the Officers' School November 3 442. 
I'ndcr-Secrctary. Ministry of War, April 3944, 
Acting Minister of War September 1944. Director 
of Artillery November 1954. Undcr-Secretary of 
War February l‘H6. While still relajning jliis post 
he kft for the United States in March 194? to 
negotiate purchases of miliLan r suppliw. Returned 
iri 1948 and continued in the stone post until 
appointed Cotnmandam of the Staff C’ollcge in 
February 1950, 

AptKiimcd Minister of War by Razaiara, June 
l <J 5£>. and held ifiis ptasf umil the latter’s asstissina- 
lion- Appointed Commandant iff the Stalf College 
May 1951. Retired by Mtisaddeq July 1952. 
September 1953. became Minister of War under 
/[j he til and comimiCd under Ala April 1955 
^pointed Chairman of the Joint Chiefe nf St a if 
< niumusee and Chief of Stuff of the Supreme Com 
moid, 3 956. fu iho new appointment Jit- holds 
Mini^lcrLa! rank. 

A Wfflj-qualiftgtf serious officer, more politician 
rhar^ n soldier, intelligent and ambitious. Has 
u good rqpulaijon for honesiy. When with ihc 
fjen 4 .-r.il Staif supported YouJan-Fanah in his, 
opposition to .1 foreign military nu-obn. but ikjw 
appeals friendly to the AmcriL-ans, Fairly friendly 
to u a but cautious .and perhaps something of an 
mirj|iier. Speaks good French and fair Fnglish 

65, Hcrii"y*t, TT/uli-lJilh 

Son of Sani -ud-Dauleh, who was murdered in 
lehran daring the Cbmuiuttonal troubles: ulvjttt 
3 L >n>;. liorn about 1895, educated us a civil 
engineer in Germany. Member of ihe staff of the 
legation at Berlin 1921F23, On the staff of the 
Ministry of l^hlic Works 1^25. Appointed ( hief 
of Railway Construction about that ilnvc. Interested 
m various engineering projects in Tehran and in a 
spinning factory. Director of the Port of Pahl.svi 
1930, Arrested and tried For complicity In 
irregularities m the Ministry of Roads and Com¬ 
munications, February 1936; sentenced to six 
month*’ imprisonment and a fine. Exonerated after 
:hc fall of Rck» Shah. In 1943 engaged in con¬ 
tract mu work Appointed Inspector of Railways 
ui Auguii 1945 and Director-General January- 1947. 
Relieved of this post January 1949. Was selected 
as independent cftuirman of-* Workers’ Congress 
held in l-cbruiirj 1951, under au.spFtcn of Ministry 
,sF Labour, and for a few months in 1952 associated, 
with ihe Iranian Trades Union Congress. Has an 
important interest sn a sulphur mine at Scmnan 
December 1953-April 1955 1 rndcr-Secreturi m the 
Ministry- of Roadc md t ornnuinieatjoni under 
Zalicdi t c »56, in private business. 

Hts mother w-as a daughter of Mu/atlar-ud-Din 
Shah. He k marricil Uj 4 Russian and has a son 
heme educated m England. He speaks Russian and 
French ilucritly and has a fair knowledge of English 
( casin jff Khufitau Hcdn’yal,. Professes frieiuishtp 
iowurciB us hut has a reputation for unreliability and 
dishonesty. A heavy gambler. Reported 10 'have 
cl.'se connexions with French and German lirms 
’.Un-Kc mtenais he espouses assiduously to our 
disadvantage. 
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llcdaval, Kfnorju Bah nun 

Born c. 1908. Brother of General Abdullah 
Kediut. A ..] i.l j Esii ed mechanical engineer 
Assistant Head of the Iranian Stale Railways. May 
1944, and appointed Director-General November 
I944-curly 1945. Reappointed tor a few months 
in Oeiuhir I $46, One of ihe first members of 
OavaniN Democrat Party f September I946J and 
was made responsible for organising & trade 
union ■section of the party to oppose ihe Tudeh 
movement Obtained an appreciable foliowing 
among workers, especially on tbe State Railway, 
presided at two congresses in Tehran in 1947 when 
ihe Federation of Trades Unions of the Workers of 
Iran lE.S.K.t,] was formed (this being the Democrat 
Party organisation in disguisei. and in August 1$47 
became its first secretary, Fleeted lo 15 th M&jks 
for 3 eh ran in l $47. Deputy for Tehran in the 
Constituent Assembly April I $4$. Workers’delegate 
to the International Labour Conference. Geneva, 
Tune 3 $49. Elected president of Asian Federation 
of Labour January 3 $50. Under-Secretary m the 
Ministry of Roads in April 1955, Became Deputy 
Director of die Fl.ui Organisation ami Deputy Prime 
Minister in l $56, 

At -me time represented workers on High Labour 
t ouredl and other joint isugoLijtjng i*. vises. and wu> 
for some time a member of the Executive Coni' 
mittee of the I.C.F.T.U. Has Utile in common with 
the working class, and only a slight knowledge of 
:he principles oi trade unionism. Used his position 
«o improve his own seal us and settle personal scores, 
hat no suggestion of dishonesty* In the Flan 
Organisation he has shown energy and considerable 
administrative ability, and has proved a go4HJ deputy 
u> A. M. H brehuj. 

His influence at Conn. particularly with Princess 
Ashraf Elis second wife is j daughter of Sarem- 
uiLDauldi (y.v.i 

Speuks French and some English. 


o7. Hcj.i t\, Vbriul 11usaiu. Mijt>r-Goteral (SarlfLsh^&r) 

Born about 1905. At St. Cyr from i$24 and has 
'pent in all aboul sixteen years hi France. An 
mslruclur at the Military Academy in 194?, where 
he took strong measures against the Tudeh Party. 
In, March 1945 a cm with a military mission to 
France. In July 1946 appointed Commander of (he 
IOth Division, in September of (he same year he 
v.v. summoned |o Tell ran and arrested illegally by 
Vtuzaffar Firuz mi a trurnpcd»up charge (which 
a Qavum-itt-Suilaneh gamhiii of plotting with 
the British and the tribe*. His .irre*! quickly raised 
i storm in high urmv circle* and he was released 
and t■ ■■»k -barge of the 3rd Bureau of ibe General 
Sr a! I i n October, Promoted Sari ip (Brigadier) in 
March 1947 nnd commanded Use 7ih Division until 
appointed Commandant of the Military Academy 
in Tehran in September 1948. Accompanied the 
Shah on his visit to England m 1948. in the United 
Slates in 1949 and 1954, and in Pakistan in 1950. 

in June 1950 made Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff while stil] remaining Commands nr of the 
Military Academy Chief of Police for a few 
month* in 1951 but relieved in May and again 
because Commandant of the Military Academy until 
Inly 1952 Helmed by MusuddCv! in August 1957. 
Arrested for a few days after the events of 
February 195?. 

Reinstated after Musuddeg fell in August 3 95? 
md appointed G.O.C. Ill Corps in Kermurtshah. 
Berime head o' the 3rd Department of the Joint 
Chiefs of SiiafT Committee in 1956 and permanent 
kiviiy to ihe Military Cnmnnilice of the Bagdad 
Pact, 


Always appears reasonably friendly. A good 
general reputation and regarded as comparatively 
honcsl. In army circles he is considered a strong 
Candidate for the post of Chief of ihe General Start 
Speaks French and English. 


6ft. Hekfrtit. ’ A Hi As°hur 

Born about L&94. A Shirazj asid cousin to Sardar 
Father. Al the Church Missionary Society School 
at Shirire, 19U8-U$. Well-read in Arabic. Went to 
Tehran in 1 *93 4 r where iie entered ihe American 
College, graduating in 1917. Employed in the 
Ministry uf lidueulson umil about 1 1 >50. when 
he went to Paris to study law*, Returned so Tehran 
in September 1933 to take charge of the Ministry 
of E ducal ton us Acting Minister. Raised to the 
rank of Minister tu February 1936. Dismissed July 
1958, but restored to favour as Minister of the 
Interior. February 1939. 

Minister of Industry and Commerce in FurughiN 
Cabinet in 1941, Minister of Health March 1942, 
Minister of Justice iit uuliailis Cabinet of February 
[943. Headed culture! minions to India 1944 and 
^Cain m 1947L Delegate to United Nations Education 
Conference; 3945, Minister without Portfolio June 
and September 1947 under Quvam-us-Saliaiieh, 
Delegate to UNESCO. November 1947. Appointed 
■VlinislL-T lor Foreign Affairs under Sued, November 
U48. Became Minister without Portfolio in same 
Cabinet January so March J950. Augusi 1953. 
Mi ussier without Portfolio under Zahcdi. Since 
ianuaiy 1954, Ambassador to India. In 1952 
member of the Iranian Preparatory Committee for 
the V ienna Peace Conference and since about 3 947 
a member of the Directing Board of ihe Irano-Sovkl 
Cultural Relations Society. 

The author of some literary works. 3ie has been 
for many years u professor of Persian history and 
literature at Tehran University, Friendly and 
shrewder than lie at first appears. He is eminently 
a professor and not a man of action, and nil hough 
he is not genera]ty popular he has considerable 
influence in his own particular circle. Rich, with 
a reputation fur dishonesty. 

Speaks bolh English and French, hut neither well, 
although he lias translated some of SiiakespuareN 
works into Iranian, 


69. Ui-kniill. Hivi iMurdlr KlkherJ 

Burn Shiraz about 1888. Cousin of All Asghar 
Hckmal, During the 1914 IS war was a decern lined 
enemy of Quvam-ul-Mulk and friendly wish ihe 
Ga^hqa'is. After the war settled down in Tehran 
and was employed in various Government appoint¬ 
ments Governor-Genera] of Kerman )$40-43 mid 
m |$4t>. Was a member of Central Committee of 
Iran Democrat Party. Fleeted Deputy for Shiriii 
m ihe 14rh <1944- and 15th f|946) Majlcs, 

i leettd President of Mu j lev, October 1947. On 
the fall of Qavam tn December 1947 was a candidate 
For the Premiership Leader of ihe dissident group 
of Qavanil's Democrat Party. Re-elected President 
of the Maries 19.38 and again in 194$. A member 
of the Rccemw Council during rile Shah’s visit to 
the United Kingdom July I$48 Elected to (he 
C-w'tilucrtt V'-vemhly from Shiraz April 1949. In 
JuEv 104$ he founded ihe Socialist Party of Iran, 
which came to nothing. Deputy for Shimr in 16th 
Vfajlo* and elected President of the Mafias February 
1950 and 1951 . There were no elections held in 
Shira:' for (he E7(h Majlis, |;srsrcly because Musjddetf 
vnnhd tO m l L ’'-P Sard.it r r ;ikhcr out of the Majles 
March I$54. he was ckid Deputy for Shiraz to 
1 -:h N! ij!ci i .l elected its President April f$54. 
ncairt in April 395S and 1956. 
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More intdligcm than he appears- Sensible ; .T,d 
helpful Is popular and has considerable indue nee 
in the Mu]lcs. His chic I failing is a love of 
gambling, which docs nol encourage financial 
probity. An espcricnced politician. 

70, Heshmati ’Ahhis 

Bonn r. !$$5. n Qajar prince, the son of Sardar 
Ifeshmat. Educated lit Erance: speaks French. 

Elected to the 14th Majles trout Mahalki 
Arrested by Qavam-UH-Saltaneh at the isnte of 
the I5lh Majles elections hui released after 
promising to co-operate with Quvam and appointed 
Governor of Hiniuditn January 1947. In August of 
the same year was appointed Governor-Genera l or 
Mazandarnn where he remained until iransferred m 
Kerri',.mshah in February 1949, A Mentber uf (he 
Constituent Assembly for Mahal (at April 3^49 
Rd ieved "f Governor-Gcner. Iship January 1950, 

Governor-Gertcral of isfahuu, August 1950- 
April S95I Govcrittiff-General oi GjHn Ocli'hcr 
I95t May 1953. March 1954, elected Deputy for 
Mali.that in 3Sth Majles. V 11 ember of Iranian 
pHriiacnesviary ddegation which visited the United 
Kingdom in" July 1955. Re-elected to ihe l$Ch 
Muiles, 

Very rich and fond of the good life. Well in 
with the Shah, 


71. J Juninn. l>r, Aliniad 

Born in Tehran nbout 190*. Son of a prosperous 
fruiterer. Haji Re^a Quii. who sent him to France 
for bis education. He married one of the Sudavyr 
fumftv o r Kitur.t■ain. On his return to Iran Human 
practised as a lawyer in Tehran. He entered politics 
with (he now defunct ‘Edalal Party.. In I L U0 
Cabinet Undcr-Sccrctary uniier Vljusur and 
Director-General of Propaganda Department Also 
a member of the C’ivil Service Purge Commission. 
Appointed assistant to the Minister of Court (‘Alai 
in March 1951. In which job he made no secret of 
his, opposition to Musaddcq, August [952 trans¬ 
ferred to post as Supervisor of llie Development 
Bank for Crown Lauds until March 1953. when he 
resumed his private law practice. A professor of 
rural economy ut Tehran l Diversity, A mason. 
Fairly dose to General Aria and to Eqbal 

He is friendly, intelligent ,md honest but rather 
indecisive. Politically ambitious. Regarded with 
disfavour by the Americans. Speaks French and 
English. 


72. K«yeff («r Issayanli, Ramnn 

A Caucasian Armenian btirn about 1895 and one 
of the biggest businessmen m Tehran. Has the 
reputation of heirtg pro-Soviet although according 
to some people this is merely cover for Itis intertsc 
cteeire to realise an independent Armenia lie has 
close relatives in Soviet Armenia, He as. however, 
mistrusted by the majority of Armenians, who have 
defeated his recurring attempts to have himself 
elected as tlidr Majles iX’puly He was :i prime 
mover in pie scheme for gening Armenian peasantry 
to return to Soviet Armenia in 1947 ami in this 
connexion handled large sums of money subscribed 
by American Armenians. Attended Moscow 
Economic Conference in i $52- Is said to have 
made a great deni of money as a contractor to the 
Red Army occupation forces during the w.ir. Is an 
able and resourceful financier. In his plans tn 
increase Ins coEnpuny holdings he has met with 
opposition because of his pro-Soviet reputation,, bet 
he has secured a large interest in several important 
industrial and commercial enterprises; he h:is of 
late ovgr-estended himself in the field of agencies 
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as. '.veil a\ it believed, financially, and a number 
of principals have withdrawn their patronage 
from dissatisfaction with his services: hut his 
resiliency i-- such lIiul he ■>. ill probably cticci 
u comeback. He is u board ntember of the 
Caviar Purchasing Company and L.s a considerable 
shareholder in Iranian Airways, He entertains 
lavishly with funds which, it is reported—especially 
among the Armenian community—mav well emanate 
from the Soviet Embassy. Whatever IPs sympathies, 
money is no doubt the main motive in his dealings. 

Although uncouth in appearance he in well- 
educated and speaks excellent Russian, In \pite of 
his reputation as a crook be is kind-heaned and 
generous. Drinks heavily. 


73, JahanbaiiiH Anumihiih. General {Sirpahbad} 

Born about 18$0. son of the late Am .mullah Mira. 
Zia-ud-Daukh (a descendant of FatK Ah Shall), who 
committed suicide in the British Consulate in Tabriz, 
where he had luken refuge from the Runviaus in 14|7. 

Jiim^d the Iranian Cossack Artillery Sclkwl in 
1907 and then graduated in Russia where he served 
two years with the Imperial Guard. 

W;ts made a general, and became Chief of the 
General Stall in (922. He visited Trance and 
England in 1923. Although a Qujar prince, he 
favoured the change of dynasty in 3 $25. 

Held various military commands and ministerial 
appointments wilTi periodical falls from and 
restorations to roval favour. Minister ot War. 
March 3 $42, 

General Ollieer Commanding, F.irs. September 
1943- Commandant. Cadet College. 1946. 

First vice-president of Russo-Iranian Cultural 
Relations Society March [945. 

Relired from the army on being appointed Senator 
for Ears February | 9 S(), Mu,rch 1$54. a ppm listed 
Senator for Rcza'iych, June I$55 appointed head 
of Iranian team for the ddimitalion of (he northern 
frontiers under the irantun Soviet Frontier and 
financial agreement of December 1954. The delimi¬ 
tation wai* completed in autumn [95&. He remains 
a Senator. 

Speaki Russian and French fluently; has a Russian., 
as well as at least one Iranian, wife. Has been very 
active for some year-, in encouraging sport, both 
in the army and in civilian dubs, and is an active 
niember of the Aniliut Welfare Srtfiety. One of 
hi\ sons, Husain, studied four years in the Soviet 
Union and was then forced to leave by the Russians 
before completing his studies 


74, Jam, Mahmud ■AFudir-uFMulk) 

Burn about i880. Has had a long career in the 
customs and other Government departments, and 
was, for more than ten years. Iranian secrelary to^ the 
French L.epatfon in Tehran. Appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the short-lived Cabmet of Say vcd 
7, i ;o ud-Di 11 ! ;, 21. AeEine Mmiste* of Finance 
January 1922 anti Minister of Finance October 1923 
to August ! ,J 24. Apjjoicited as assistant lo the Prime 
Minister. Rera Khan, until the latter became 
provision,i! head of tlic State on October 31, FDS, 
and (hen assistant to the two following Prime 
Ministers. Appointed Governor of Kerman 
Province in September I$27 and Governor-General 
of K Turn.sen in Anri I i $2S. Appointed Minister of 
the Interior in Furughi’s Cabinet of I$33, anti 
succeeded luni us Prink’ Minister in 1 Hu-cmbcr i$35. 
Headed the mission to Egypt on the Crown Prince’s 
He troth a I to Princess Fauneh June-July 19>:4. 
Am ha-vidOr 10 Egypt 1^41 Minister for War 
Seotemhcr December 1 l *47 Minister of Court 
January 194S. \ecompanied the Shah lo the United 
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kingdom July I94S. Ambassador at Roma June 
1949 July 1950. Mat December 19>4 Governor* 
General of Amrbaiiaio, Elected Senator Tor Kerman 
April 1955. 

An amiable anti easy-going man who speaks 
French fluently. Not averse to being bribed, if done 
tastefully and not with .,Lsh. More at home in 
eereinomul than in administration,. 

His Camherky Stall College Officer tori was 
married to Princes-. Shams, since divorced. 


?5r Janyrri, Dr. Shamv-ud-Din 

Born in Tehran, 1905. of a family of Khu/istan 
Sayyeds. Educated at Tehran University and Law 
School and in France* 

Head of Tobacco Monopoly in 1941 Adviser on 
MiltepULiEth Price Stabilisation Comm Slice 1943. £>i 
dk/KMibiffi; August 1944, Legal Adviser, Ministry 
of Finance, and Labour, (94&-4S. Member of 
Iward of directors of Iran insurance Company 1V4W, 
Member of Ihe Council of the Seven-Year Plan May 
1949. Hesigtted August 1949. 

Minister of Education under Razmara, June 1950. 
Resigned January 1951 after a public disagreement 
with G. FT, Furuhar about the Supple mental Oil 
Agreement, In ]7th Majilcs elections had MukkiN 

f romi.se of support. but cEcvhons were not held in 
is constituency, In private business until March 
1954, when cieclcd Deputy for Tehran in IBih 
Majlv-' Absented himself from vote on 1954 oil 
agreement Not elected to l £ Mi Majlcs in 195* 
owing to bis criticism of the Govern meat. 

Keenly interested in education Also has con- 
Mdcfuble knowledge of labour and social develop¬ 
ments and assisted in, preparation of Persian Labour 
Code. 

Rather a feeble character and an opportunist. 
Flirted with the National Front, Speaks French. 
Married in 1941 Mah Munir, daughter of Dr. 
Musatldab Nafud, a charming a ml intelligent woman 


76. k jLEljji, Ma* T utl 

Born in Tehran 18&6. Educated in Persia and ai 
Saint-Cyr. Joined [he gendarmerie in 1911 and rose 
to the rank of colonel. Minister or War under S-ayyed 
Zia-ud-Din Tabatahal after Elis coup d£tat of 1921. 
After Reza KhanN tmtpti'f'-.tat he joined the Ministry 
of Education and became u teacher in secondary 
schools and Inter at Tehran University. vVas also 
professor of geography ,it he Military \cadcmy. 
Minister of Education uniier Mansur April-June 
1950. Head of Theological Faculty, March 1951 

Of simple tastes. Pleasant and’ qjuiet, a good 
teacher, and honest. Speaks French. 


77. Rah an. Vmir 

Born 1917, fi.s Lived most of his life at Isfahan 
is an engineer. With Shams Sadri was active in the 
formation of the fim Isfahan trade union in 1943-44. 
When she Tudeh movement attempted to absorb 
ihis union in 1945 Katvitt orcuiised rj-Riartec as 
a result of which he lost the use’of one nyi. In 1945 
went to P:iri> Conference Of (he I.L.O. as worker*' 
delegate, Had lo lie tow uitiil ihe Tudeh eclipse 
m the winter Of 1946. wheh he revived hia Isfahan 
union. In 1 l U7 dfiliated hi* union to the F.M.K A 
Federation, hut Later withdrew because of E.M.K.A.N 
-Cntn-c into politics. 

Elected .i meniher of the High Labour Council 
’n 19*1 and. subsequently appointed vice-chairman 
In ]95i attended 13 0. Conference uv Workers' 
Adviser and also the Congress of t.C.F.T.lJ. at 
Milan as representative of the new Iranian Trades 
Union Congress, which he had helped to form with 
Aziz Oezdbush, becoming its GcneraJ-Seerefarv, 


Afterward* visited the United Kingdom, In 1952, 
1954 and 1955 attended IJ-.O, Conference as 
workers 1 raprc.-,cnUilivc i.i Government delegation. 
Vrsilcd the I • uited Kingdom ,md met Ministry 
of Labour and British T.U.C, oilicjals in 1954 and 
E955. Attended l C F.T.U. Ctmgr«H 4 ! Vienna in 
1955, 

He is popular with his members and has consider- 
able power over them. He dislikes Ehe dependence 
of Persian trade unions on politics arid docs 3iL 
best to keep himself politically independent. 
Violently anti-Russian and umi-Tudeh, for ihis 
reason has the friendship of certain religious leaders 
and Members of Parliament, h thought quite well 
.■I m Persian Ministry of Labour,'where lie is 
recognised .is .in hor.cu .mtl earned worker. Many 
Isfahan employers are strongly opposed to him 
because of Ins obstinacy in pursuing the cause of 
the workers and his refusal to ho bribed. A likeable 
person, who seems to show more understanding, of 
trade unionism than his collaborator!, 

7H, Kiimhakioh. ‘Abd-uv-Nannid 

Born 1905 -in Qa/vin: his father was 'AEn-ul- 
MajiKilck, a Uajar prince and wealthy landowner 
at Oa£vin. f-iniered Persian army about 1925; sent 
10 Leningrad for training and became u pilot there; 
also imbibed (he doctrines of communism with 
enthusiasm. On return was active Communist and 
was known as the Persian representative on the 
Comintern, Sentenced to death by ftezu Shah, bat 
was pardoned and then imprisoned with fifty-three 
other Communists. Exiled in 1940 to Bandar 
Abbas, released on ihc abdication of Reza Shah in 
1941, 

Elected lo the 14th Majks for Oa/vin with 
Ac help of the Soviet representative. Generally 
reg ifdeii one of the more decent Tudeh members, 
Al "n. - lime believed la he dissatisfied with the 
commit; syb.crvience of his party Eo Soviet interests, 
fut in churae of the PubTicliy of the Tudeh Pam 
in August 1,944. Married io a Persian related lo 
:hv Kin family who rets as a midwife in Tehran. 

Believed to have taken refuge at Soviet Summer 
Embassy after the attempt on the Shah, February 
1949. Sentenced to dealh in absentia. May 1949, 
ror acting against the Censljiulkmait Monarchy. 
Elis svife w.ih irresicd and sentenced to three ycunv 
imprisonment. Uis present whercabouLs i-s unknown. 

Rcput.lcm L’r honesty. Intelligent, active, and 
a cootl omtor. 

79. Kiisharif. bay>cd Abilul-(J,Wnt 

T.torn about iSSfl Educated at Kerbifj und lived 
there for many years as a mitjinhciL Expelled by 
the Lru.i Government in 1922 for non-co-operation 
with our policy in that country, and came back [,> 
Persia. IL kepj in the Ivackgrciurcd iturifli; Rc/a 
Nh.jhK reicn, but on :hc lalteris abdication in 1941 
cume buck inio nrommcncc and achieved a certain 
popularity uurtlv owing lo his reputadoo us an 
opponent of Re/a Shah, Mis anti-British bias, a 
legacy from 1922. led him tniu iruriguis with 
Gsroum agents, arid in August 1943 he tied from 
Teliran to avoid arrest. He was unrcvtcd hr British 
securii;, utlthorities in June 1944 ;md confessed in 
■Hiving helped German . gents. Released in August 
1945, He nurses ;i hitler enmity towards 1 he British. 
Arrested by Ornm-mi-SalLaneh Jub 1946 and 
released in November. 

In June I94B he instigated demonstrations against 
MiUihir after the latter had been elected Prime 
Minister. Arrested by miliiary authorities after 
attempt orc hhah's lite, February 4, |u49 r and 
banished lo Khurramabml, bul laicr allowed lo leave 
the country for the holy places of Syria und spent 
some time iri Beirut. 
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Elected to the 16th Majids from Tehran -ts a 
piutegi of the Nulionui Front. Returned to Tehran 
June 1950 arid immediately became active in .nub 
A.l.O.C. agitulion. Was associated with the Fcdu- 
’iymi'C-lsllni at the time of Lite assassination of 
Rarmara, March 1951, but they bter broke away 
from him, Although re-dected for i chr.iii Eo (he 
l?th Majics and it- president for u Ume during ihis 
term, he never a ttendecL 

Musaddeq owed much to the politico-religious 
support which Kashani provided. Begun falling out 
wiih Musuddeq November 1952 ami broke wish him 
Hi March 1953. .After latter A overthrow in August 
1953 Kashani wav at lirst on fairly c*hhJ terms 
w ith Zahedi, but a few months later began to oppose 
him. Since 1954 has nosri fairly quiet except in 
November [95n when he attempted in agiiut-.- 
against the British action on the Suez t ni.il and 
wuv placed under restraint by Military Government. 

Kishgiii is venal und un tipporluruu of (he worst 
kind. His pretensions to being u religious leader 
arc weak. 


SO, kavuml, I brahim 

Corn c l l H)S. Educated in, Tehnin, SEartcd lit> 
cancer in Lhe Bunk Melli where he gained steady 
promotion. Proposed Deputy Governor of ihc Bank 
oy Zuhedi. Became Acting Min niter of Nation;*] 
Economy in the Alu Gubirtct of April 1955 and 
Minister of Canimcrce Inter ihat year. 

He speaks I nglish, French and Russian. Likeable 
and friendly, (ukes a i;ecrc intercut in music, Moncat 
and capable but mu foccefuL he was more yaeecssful 
in the bank than fts a Minister, 


Bt. Kjjfiui, Haqer (Muhaieruh-ud'Daultli!i 

Bom ulxiui 18B7 Educated in the School of 
Political Science in Tehran. Begun his career in 
the Ministry of Foreign AlT.iirv. Appointed conn- 
sellor to Washington in 1925. Appointed Under- 
Sacfetufy lo the Minisiry of Roads und 
Communkulious in 19.10 and Acting Minister in 
injf -32. Subsequently appointed I ran Ian Minister 
tn Bagdad, towards the end of 1932. Appointed 
.Minister for 3 oreign Affairs in Furughi's Cabinet of 
September 1 ^3 3, 

air oJhcial visits to AfghHiustan and India 
Novejnbcr December 1935, Resigned March 193ft 
and unemployed until uppo-iriied Cioicmor-General 
of Fnvtcrn A^arbatjan April 1937. Ambassador. 
Kabul. und Ankara. 1939. 

Minister of Public Health December 1^41 to 
March 1942. Minister of Finance in Qavam-u*- 
SultanehN Cabinet nf Augusi 3942. Minister of 
Fd neat ion in Sard's rcsJiufflvd Cabinet of August 
1944. Delegate to the United Nations, January' 194ft 
Minister to Denmark, Ntarwuy and Sweden, April 
1946. 

Nominated Senator for fchraa February 
|950 h but di l not return to Iran until September 
1950* when he allied hini^df with the National 
Front and bitterly opposed Rs&maru. Minister for 
Foreign \Haiir.s umter Musaddeq, M,n 1951. a-- was 
said Us nominee of Kaahani. with whom he iv very 
friendly, July 1952. became Minister of Fitunce 
in Musitdtlcq's new Cabinet. Ambiissudor in Paris 
March E953 until dismissed August 1953. In 
had odour w-ith the Shuh, Returned to Iran 
IX-Ccmber 1954. May 1955 urrcvted and deported 
to Ebc provinces, by the Al5 Government as a counter 
to increased Musaddeqi activity. Now unemployed 
and lives in Tehran, 

Ditagre^able, stupid and obsifuctive. HypocriLi' al 
and self-important. 
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N2, hi-stiii-jirz, i-iridttO, Dr, 

Born in E90 (j. Partly edtieuicd in France as a 
doctoi of medicine and formerly practised al Pahlnvi 
Then ran u large and prosperous children’s chiiic 
in Tehran. In 1944 became one of the leading mem¬ 
bers of the I udeh [*am, of which he j* a member 
of the Central Committee, und since then has been 
responsible in large measure for the organisulion of 
Lite party. Editor of lhe Tudeh newspaper Huz/n. 
Tudeh Deputy for Pahiavi in the !4ch Mujles. In 
December 1945 was invited by the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment to attend ceremonies held in Tashkent on the 
20th anniversary of the foundation of ihc Central 
Asian Middle Last College. Minister for Education 
under Quvarn-us-Sullunth in Augusi 3 946, buL was 
dropped m the Cabinet revhutlle of October of the 
simie year. During hh tenure tsf othce lie succeeded 
in idling many important posts in the Ministry with 
Tudeh members anti sympathisers. 

After the attempt on tlie Shah's life of Febru¬ 
ary 4 . 1949 , he was reported to have taken refuge in 
the Russian Embassy. Sentenced to death t'« absentia 
May 1449 for aciio-ns hostile lo the constitutional 
monarchy. In early 1955 believed tu be in Vienna. 

Immoral, completely unscrupulous and repotted 
to he a perfect tool for the Russians. Not without 
money. An accomplished public speaker. 


S3. kbSJcb-Nuri, Fbrahim 

Born abt>ui I905. Educated in Belgium, where 
he studied law and psychology' and. .iLm> Pinti, 
Telegraph and Telephone administration. In 1932 
head of (he P.T.T. Training School, Tehran. 
19.33-35 collaborated with General Faslnlloli /uliciii 
in die Ford agency. In 19,46 begun practising m 
a barrister. 1937 >9 worked in various St-iie 
trading organisations. Founder member and 
Secretary of the ’lytnhu Party from ]942. Uusue- 
ccssful candidate for the Tehran elections in 1944. 
Director-General of (he Publications und Propaganda 
Department in 1944 under Suhaili und Su'cd und 
aguin in 1947 under Ouvum-us-Saltuneh, when 
he also held (he ofttec of Under-Secretary to the 
Prime Minister. Elected Senator from Tehran 
October 1949 anti again in March 1954, Legal 
Adviser to the Tehran Chamber of Commerce since 
1944. Member of the Persian parliamentary delega¬ 
tion to the United Kingdom, July L955- 

A woll-kncnvn and popular writer. Lis best-known 
work being M Britigaran-C’'Asr-e-Talii'ia seriev of 
twelve biogripbii-s of oubd&itdxng pcrsonaliiies in 
Re/.:i Shah’s reign. For some years he has produced 
a well-known fortnightlj newsletter on political 
affairs. As a historian he is most readable but urn 
very accurate, In polities he is an idealist of marked 
firo-Bmish tendencies, Hus shown political courage 
Comt nicti vc and a reformer. Less personal 
ambition than many Tehran politicians. Tends to 
he over-subtle, 

A not uncritical friend of Zahodi. Although 
friendly with a number of its members, opposed 
the M;i Government. 

Speaks French and some English, 


kirrtJN "ha te'wJNi 

Born about is9ft. A commissioned officer in the 
South Persian Rifles during ihc I9I4 LK war For 
rn-tny year* a leading and reputable merchant of 
Tehran, represent.iMve of Tmpcaial Chemical 
Industries- Metropolitan Vickers and many other 
import 40 t British ftitni. Has t» branch in London, 
where hie lived for long periods, and one in the 
I r oiled Stales, His brother and partner. Ha van, who 
has also lived in London, bus a more forceful per- 
wnulily and is the acknowledged leader of tlis 














22 ] 

family The third brotlicr. Kure-m, manages the 
texjJe factory at Re>. which has come to absorb 
more and more of ihc family's energy, 'Isa fell 
into disgrace under Rejca Shah through no fault of 
his own Stood Tor the Majfes for rehran. 1943. 
without success, ami now no longer believes in 
rinsing politics wnh business. Vice-President of 
Tehran C hamber of Commerce. ] 942 43. Member 
of Tehran Municipal Council, 1943. Member of 
bvurd of directors of Iranian Airways, 194b. 

5pcaks excellent English and is well disposed 
towards us. Patriotic and honest, A man of rare 
integrity. 

HP. Lanka rid, Shaikh Husain 

Born about 164[>m Russian Azarbaijarv Religious 
education in Tehran. During and after first world 
war collaborated with Subunan Mima and his 
Socialists. Opposed Reza Shah and was deported 
to provinces for two years. After that lay fairly 
low until end of latter's reign. 

Elected Deputy for Ardebit in the 14th Majlcs, 
Owed election to Soviet intervention Although 
believed to be opposed to the Pahlavi Dynasty, in 
1943-44 he was employed by the Shah to stir up 
trouble against Sayyed Zia*ud*Din. Collaborated 
with Qjvam-us-Salianch. who in (urn arrested him 
July 1946, but released him in December, 

Arrested in March 1948, together with his three 
brothers, in connexion with ihe murder of the 
journalist Muhammad Mas’ud. Subsequently 
released, Again arrested with his brothers after the 
attempted assassination of ihe Shah, February 4, 
1949. bul again later released. Later coll a bora led 
with Musaddcq unlit July 1952 For conic months 
after coming to power in August 1953, Zuhedi used 
Lankarani and his brothers to keep in hand the 
Azerbaijan mobs m South Tehran, over whom they 
have considerable influence. 

Voted Tehran intriguer, mob orator and trouble- 
maker. Venal amt double-faced., but probably not 
quite so bad as his brothers. The latter, Ahmad. 
Murtezi and Mustafa, have been associated with 
various Tudch cover-organi■unions, In December 
|'J54 Mustafa was sentenced to fifteen years' 
imprisonment by j military tribunal ostensibly fur 
insults to (he Shah some vears previously, 

8 ft. Makki, Husain 

Bern c. 3915. Basic education m Tehran, Did 
his military service in the air forte and rose lo rank 
Of sergeant but was discharged On charges of steal* 
ing technical equipment. 

Dogsbody to Malck-ush-Shuara an his researches 
into Persian political history, 1941. Subsequently 
edited a few book* on this subject himself, Deputy 
Mayor Of Tehran. 1944k Director-General of 
Dc'.c!« L pnicnLs and Improvements. Ministry of 
Labour. 1 C) 47. Elected to the I5lh M ajlcs from 
Ar.tt, and to I he Iftth from Tehran, Secretary* 
General of the National Freni and special protege 
of Dr, Musaddeq. Talked out the Supplemental Oil 
Agreement m a four-day speech mostly written by 
Engineer Hasibi, July 1949 Rapporteur of [he 
Msjti'i Oil Commission, June 1950, and of the Mix-:.' 
OH Commission. May 3 95|. One of the three-man 
delegation From the Mixed Commission to supervise 
take-over of A 1,0,C. in FChrofotan. June 1951, and 
made money in (he process Deputy for Tehran 
ii, Ihc I'Frh Mmles. heading (he pall In Sc pi ember 
1952 k-i-.in, wiih Kaihani, to turn tmninst Mpsadda] 
and openly opposed him from March 1953. Gaoled 
by Musaddeq a few days before the fatter'* fall 
ir August 1953. After hi* release lay fairly low and 
now confines himself to business and literary 
aetHlv, 


A loud-mouthed man with no ideas of his own; 
extremist and irresponsible. An unprincipled 
adventurer. Now comfortably ofl, 


87. Maii-.ui (Rajabl "Ali, C-B-K- (Mimsur-uE-Mulk) 

Born about 1888, Educated in the School of 
Political Science at Tehran. Began his career in 
the .Ministry of Foreign Adairs and appointed 
Under-Secretary in |9t*J, Under-Secretary at the 
Ministry of the Interior in 1920, Created C.B.E. 
J920. Appointed Governor-Genera] of Azerbaijan 
;n l y 27. und held that post until 1931* when he was 
made Minister of ihe Interior. Minister of Roads 
19J3, Arrested tin 193ft on, charges of misappropria¬ 
tion ansi incompetence. Rehabilitated as Minister 
Of Industry and Mines August 1938. Selected bj 
Rera Shah for the of Prime Minister June J94ri. 
it was to him (hat the joint Russo-British ultimatum 
v\;is delivered On August 25. |9a[. ..y; the result of 

the subsequent events he resigned in September 194L 
Governor-Genera I of Khurasan February 1942, 
Cover nor-General, ArariMljaiL 394MS, Elected 
to the Constituent Assembly from t'chran April 
l L> 49. President of the Council of (he Seven Year 
Plan May 1949. Prime Minister March June 1951), 
Ambassador at Rome July 1950•■December (951, 
Ambassador to 1'urkey November 1953. 

A clever but dishonest man, addicted to money. 
\n effective diploma). Speaks French. 


ftff, Mas'ud, Alt bar (Slmwid-Dunteb) 

Bom 1885. A sop of Mas’ud Mirra Zell*us- 
SUh.ii. son of Nascr-ud-Din Shall. Succeeded to 
lhe major port of his father’s inheritance. Governor 
of Isfahan in 1917, Minister of Finance in Vustiq- 
jd-D.mlch’s Cabinet of 1919, one of the triumvirate 
■* I" 1 arranged the abortive Anglo-Iran tan Treaty of 
1920. Governor of Kerman*huh and Hantudan in 
November 1920, GouTnOr-Ceneral of Firs 1922-23. 

again m 1924, Arrested in 1929. ami lived 
quietly in Tehran till 19.12, when he was allowed to 
return to bin vast properties in ami around Isfahan. 

Killed his own mother it his father's instigation 
on j point of honour in 1906, He scents to have 
lived down the odium of this deed- The two-fold 
Stigma of being pro-British aud a Oujar prevented 
hmi holding office during the time of Reza Shah, 
However, he became the unofficial controller of 
almost everything in Isfahan, displaying commend¬ 
able initiative m supporting such improvement 
projects as the Kuhrurtii tunnel and the thermal 
power suit ion in Isfahan, He lakes a great pride in 
bis model village at Asgharatml. near Isfahan. 

Headed die poll from Isfahan in the election* to 
tin- Constituent Assembly. April 1949. 

I [.is one surviving son and two daughters, A 
famous hunter. Is on good terms with ihe present 
Ruval Family and accommodates members of it 
when they visit Mahan. Tries to keep in with 
everybody. Speaks English and French fluently and 
i* pteasanFmiinnCfCd. clever and intelligent, 
Regarded as a British stooge, Not popular with (he 
mass of Isfahanis, Now an old. and sick man. 


89. Mm'ihJL ’Abbis 

Born in 3 895 in Teh ran. Educated in Tehran, 
and for a year in France. A journalist by 
profession. Proprietor with his brother, .la*ad 
Mas'udi, of one of she two principal vernacular daily 
paper* in Tehran (the FftfUi'at) and of the French 
and English dally papers Journal dr TrMrm 
ami Tehran Journal and of weekly and monthly 
{Casin'ar. Owns an up-to-date press which docs 
much work for (he Government publicity services, 
He accompanied (he present Shah, when Crown 
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Prince, to Iraq, Syria and Egypt on his wedding 
tour as press representative. and kept the Tehran 
pre.s> supplied with a stream of accounts of the 
Prince's doings, in that quia.religious style that 
a lone wjh permitted to Iranians when speaking of 
their monarchy. A Deputy in the Ihh. I2th, 13th 
and 14th Majlcs, 

In the 13th Majlcs came out strongly in opposition 
to Qav&m-Uf-SaJtaiieh, and was severely beaten by 
some of his opponents in the riots of the ftdi Decem¬ 
ber, 1942. Visited Palestine and Egypt in May-June 
1943. Appointed Director of Iranian Airways 
December 1944, Visited United States in April 1945, 
as one of several rtprc»iiiativos of the iduran press 
united by (he American Govern meat. Covered the 
L'.N, meetings in London ut early 1946 as unofficial 
representative of the Persian press,, Returned from 
America August [94V and took over direction of 
T.nnhiiii. Elected to 15th Miijles for Tehran which 
he also represented in Constituent Assembly April 
1949. Elected Senatoi for Tehran October 1949, 
Attended the Moscow Economic Conference in 
April 1952, Elected Senator for Tehran March 1954. 
Member of Iramati Press delegation lo Turkey, 
Via;, Jtiri,' 1955. Accompanied ihe Shah to India, 
February 1956, In October 1956 visited Formosa 
ica official invitation) and Hong Kong. and. in 
November represented Iran at the Bangkok meeting 
of the Inter*Parliamentary Union, Elected chairman 
of the trun*America Society. November J 956. 

Can be relied on to keep in with whatever 
Government is in. power, 

Speaks French and has an attractive wife, Is 
liolicved to keep iiidm of his considerable fortune 
in Switzerland, where he owns one or more factories. 


'ML Matin-Daftari, Dr. Ahmad 

Born in Tehran 1898, A nephew of L>r. 
Muiaddeq. whose daughter he has married, 
Educated in Tehran, partly at the American College 
Entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1918 
Persian secretary to the German Legation in Tehran 
1920-23 Returned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 1923-27. Joined the Ministry of Justice In 
1927. and sen! to Europe in 1924 to study in 
Germany, Returned to Iran 1931. Director-General 
of the Ministry of Justice [932 Acting Minister of 
Justice for a s-bfi hme m 1933. Under-Sec rein r> 
j\ the Ministry of Justice 1^74. Minister of JtMti-ee 
1956. Prime Minister October 1939. 

Appeared pro-German in iorioua negoriutions 
while Prime Mmi.srer and was forced by Rean Shah 

10 resign in June 1940 , perhaps ai a scapegoat. 
Arrested by she Allied forces as a suspect June 1943, 
but soon released. Minister without Portfolio in 
Oavanj's Cabinet, February 1946. 

Fleeted Senator for Tehran October 1949, 

President of the Iranian United Nations Associa¬ 
tion •since 1948, He h ve tv acib-c in this capacity 
and u.?cn it as a sounding-board for neutralist ideas. 
Member Of ihc Mixed Oil Com mi scion May 1951. 
and of three-man delegation to supervise (he take¬ 
over of the A.I.O.C June 1951, Attended the 
Moscow Economic Conference an April 1952. in 
1955 was on the Preparatory Committee for the 
Warsaw Youth Festival 1 

Speaks French, German and English; he has 

11 a veiled in England, where his son is at 
Cambridge and his daughter at school. 

Would undoubtedly like to be Prime Minister 
again. His ideas cm foreign policy are distinctly 
,L ;v;u v r dist " More cultiviicd widely read and 
tr;:s "1 led thnn many Iranians, possessed of a guild 
intellect and with considerubtc conversational gifts, 
4r M itfa-Daflnri is slv anil unreliable, and has i 
reputation for corruptiom, Active and ambitious, 
he has a considerable following among university 


sludenls and the ysningcr middle class, and is active 
in various intermit tonal Helds, particularly United 
Nations. 


91. iHiihran, Dr. Mahmud 

born c. J9U, Schooling in I'ebriMt Followed by 
university education m 1 ranee, where he graduated 
as a Doctor oT Literature, About 1938 rcturncil to 
Tehran to work in tilvt Ministry of Education, 1944 
became a Director-General in the Ministry and 2 947 
went lo the Iranian Lrnbassy in Runs for two years 
lo supervise Iranian students in Europe. In June 
195D became LruJer-Sccretary to the Ministry of 
Udmcuiiori im Ra/ntar.ds GovcrnmcM- April 1951, 
after lalteTS itssassinalcoa, Mehran returned to lus 
Paris Ji>b until traflj 1954. Whilst lit Paris did 
his test to counteract Communist influence tunoupt 
Iranian students, 

Refused Zahiidi offer to become Minister of 
Educetioid. but in July 1954 accepted post of Head 
of the SUrtc Social Insurance OrganisaiRm in 
December made Head of the Iran Itisurunce Co., 
another Stete curtccm. In April 1955 Minister of 
Education under Ala. 

Honest, serious and hardi-working. Intellig.-m, 
constructive and a reformer. Well liked bat bai 
not cot a \ ery strong personality and is not the type 
for the rougher sides of politics. Well dispersed 
towards us, 

Speaks French and Italian. Italian wife. 


92. Mesl)5hradeh. Dr. Mustafa 

Born c. 1904 in Bandar Abbas. His father was 
a senior servant of Qavum*ul*Mulk, Accompanied 
(Jacam’s son. All, to France for education, where 
Mcsb-ah/adch obtained a doctorate in taw Returned 
to Tehran in 1929 and was employed in the Ministry 
iff Justice. Developed eonnexiems with the Shah’s 
Court through All Qavam, who was Princess Ashrafs 
first husband. 

Owner of the newspaper Kaihatt since late 1941, 
Head of Press and Propaganda Department. June 
1943. He was the Shah’s candidate for Bandar 
Abbas in (lie |4th MajL-s elections smt ivas not 
successful He was. however, elected from that 
constituency to the 15th Majlcs und also represented 
il in the Constituent Assembly, April 1949. Went 
to the United Stales in November 1949, to cover 
she Shah's visit for Kaihan Deputy for Bandar 
Abbas m the Ir>ih and, being pro*Musjddcq. the 
]7th Maples. As a Deputy made a lot of money. 
Member of Irariin Press delegation to Germany 
Mty l >?5. Vidied the United States (on invitation> 
Mareh May 1956 

Speaks English and French, Social^ p4casar>i 
.slid has a charming wife, Since the return of the 
Embassy has shown himself cautiously friendly 
towards us., Has a reputation for shppcrincsx and 
dishonesty and Ls certainly an accomplished trimmer. 
His newspaper office is the most efficient in Tehran. 


93. Mcsbrt-FStemL ’AM Naql 

Horn about 1898 Has had ,l career under the 
Ministry of the Interior, in various posts and 
inspection duties. Vice-Governor of Isfahan 1925. 
G-av;rnor-General of Khuj.islan tn 1940 and again 
i:i 1443 Renlnccd August 1949. 

Speaks Enjiltsh and French, Got on well with the 
. uthorities of rhe Anglo-Iraninn Oil Company with 
whom he co-operated satisfactorily during the 
labour troubles of the summer of bur regarded 

us ei n A.I.O.C, and, therefore. British stooge 
Dishonest and of generally had reputation Lives 
quietly at Shcmran. 
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94, Mufikhli,hflJis, Dr, Jtithliid 

Born r, 1910. Educated in Switzerland from an 
c-nj aye ana Only returned la Iran in 1942. 

Head of ihe School of Arts, and Crafts, autumn 
1943. Director-Genera I nf Ministry of Commence 
and Industry ^Lier known as Ministry of National 
UConomy I. December t94h, Undef-Secretary Lind 
•Wing Minister of National Economy under Ala, 
March-April 1951. Appointed High Inspector when 
Musaddcq put in Ziratzadeh as Under-Secretory. 
May 1951- From early 1952 aclcd as Under¬ 
secretary and for some turn daring his Minister's 
absence deputised lor the kite*. July 19J2, 
appoinied a board member of the Foreign Trad-.' 
Department and m August 1953 made chairman, 
December 1954, Under-Secretary for Commercial 
Affairs in the Ministry of National Economy, con¬ 
tinuing in this post under Ala Government until 
he resigned in June 1955. Now adviser to 
Japanese business nrms, 

An intelligent man, honest and conscientious: 
friendly and helpful towards us. but a rather confuted 
personality. More recently has hud his fingers m 
too muny pics. 

95. Muqbt'L Dr. Ahmad 

Born 1900 in Tehran. Son of late Muqbcl 
Lashgar, Educated in Tehran and began his career 
as a banister in 1**22, Visited Europe in the early 
1920s, graduated as Doctor of Law at Pariv in L 1 25, 
and remained there. Acted as honorary legal 
counsellor to the Iranian Legation irt Paris, from 
I‘OS to NJu, Alter fifteen years in France returned 
to [mi ij> 1940 and was appointed Director-General 
of the Ministry of Finance. In Sa'cd\ second 
Cabinet was Minister of Agriculture. Joined ihe 
Seven-Year Plan Organisation in 194®. In 1950 
Rarmant. then Prime Minister, sem Muqbcl to 
v. nv hi nylon in negotiate a loan from the American 
Import-Export Rank or from the International ffcink. 
Ku: ihc net* os unions were halted as a result of the 
murder of Razot^ra. Muqbcl therefore sjtcni some 
time in I ranee Germany and America and only 
came hack to Iran in 1954. He became Secretory 
General to the ITyh Economic Council in Decern- 
ber. 1%5. He is ;d present Minister without 
Portfolio in the A Li Cabinet. 

Friendly, sensible and helpful but of no grtar 
weight. French wife. 

Mtraddeq, I Jr. Muhammad i Mmsaddcq-us- 
fulianth) 

Bom about 1885; a nephew of Furman Forma, 
Appointed Governor-General of Fare m 1920. 
Appointed Minis!cr of Finance in June 1921, and 
sought and obtained authoriiy from Parliament to 
purge and reform that Ministry, However, 
at the end the organisation was auric than before, 
ay he proved himself entirely incapable of making 
reforms, Appointed Governor-General of Ararbaijun 
in F J 22, and in 1923 became Minister for Foreign 
Affairs for a period of four months Fleeted Deputy 
to Ihe 4ih, 5th and 6th Mai Ice from Tehran 
Owing to his opposition to the Government in the 
6th, steps were taken to prevent his election to 
the 7fh Majles. 

Imprisoned and otherwise ill-ireuied by Ran Shah, 
he spent lh>-* l ist few years of Reza's rcien in his 
village near Tehran Headed the poll in the Tehran 
Majles elections in 1944, Tried onsucccrsafuBj' io 
unseat Snyyed Zia. 

Sponsored the Oil Law of December 1944 pro¬ 
hibits he the grant of any oil concession until after 
the departure of all foreign! troops from Iran 
Headed the poll in the first stage of (he Senate 
elections in Tehran October 1944, hut was not elected 
in (he second stage. Led a deputation of twenty 


National Front supporters, who look bast in 
the Shah’s Palace for five days in October 1949 as 
j protest against the conduct of the lfcitt Majks 
elections. Headed iiie poll in both the initial Tehran 
Itith Majlci^ elections and the re-held ones in 
February 1950; with him were elected seven other 
members of his National Front 

Chairman of Mujlcs Oil Commission, June 1950, 
Submitted proposal for nationalisation of oil 
industry, February I95L Forced the Oil Commis¬ 
sion to approve a general resolution in favour of oil 
nationalisation the day after Ra/.maraT assassination. 
March 8, 1951. A demoralised and in Li middled 
Msjles and Senate approved ihe resolution unani¬ 
mously and, when Ala refused to accept thi: rttne- 
aniclc Rill drawn up by the GO Commission, voted in 
favour of Musaddcq becoming Prime Minister, which 
lie a creed to do on condition that they first approved 
ihc nine-article Bill. He presented his Cabinet to the 
Shuli on May 2. 1451, (he same day us the Shah 
promulgated the nsnc-artiele Law, 

From the summer of 195] onwards his control of 
the 16th Majles gradually weakened u& did Kir hold 
no public opinion. Vet he coni lived to maintain 
himself in power until the opening of the 67th 
Majk's, the elections lo which were to a large client 
rigged by his supporters. 

Presented (he Iranian oil cite lo the United 
Nations Security Council. October November 1951: 
also m the same connexion attended The Hague 
Court from May 28 to June 24. 1952. Obtained 
vole of inclination from the 3 7th Marks on July r. p 
1952. Resigned July 17 aficT u dispute w'Eih ihe 
Shah aver Musaddcq's wish to become .Minister of 
Defence and replaced by Qavftm-us-Stiltarieh. who 
m turn resigned on July 19 after serious National 
Front and Tndch riots in Tehran, Musaddcq again 
became Prime Minister with increased popularity 
and power. October 1952 closed down the Senate 
and broke olf diplomatic relations with the United 
Kingdom. By this time some of bis old colleagues 
were beginning to desert him, February 1953, 
almost succeeded in forcing the Shah to leave the 
country. August 1453. dosed down the Mjjles after 
the so-called referendum. Regan gaoling even more 
of his opponents, including some of hi* former 
colleagues. Dismissed by the Shah, bin did not obey 
until forced out by .i popular uprising on August 19, 
1453., which followed General Zahcdi's more or less 
abortive coup $Etm. Trial for treason and 
sentenced, December 1953. to three years’ detention 
Li-, from August 1953. 1 he light sentence was due 

To the Skh h's intervention, Released in August 1956 
.ind now lives under surveillance at his village <jf 
Ah meek had on the road to Qazvip. Has aged a 
] e ;>nt! become very deaf. 

A clever politico] manipulator ami demagogue 
with considerable histrionic talent. He worked on 
Persian xenophobia and popular discontent to make 
himself u national licro anil by skilful use of 
Intimidation secured Lite mastery of the Ifith Majlcs 
and Inter the country. He had no positive pro¬ 
gramme for the betterment of Ins. country and no 
understanding of practical problems, but kept going 
by creating one excitement after another Opposed 
to any interference by the Shah jn the conduct of 
Government business and evenluallv tried lo force 
the Inner off the Throne altogether/ His reputation 
for horursiv stood him in good stead with the Iranian 
people. Still a name io conjure with in spite nf all 
that hns happened. 


97, Mn’lamcdl, *AU 

Ri>rn about I# 1 ?. Folered the service of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs about [919. Served 
abroad us secretary at various posts; clmrg6 d'affaires 
:i! Rome irt 1933, When the Minister of Justice 
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i.,viatin-D#ftara] was made Prime Minister in October 
1139. he took Mu'tamedi with him us Private 
Secretary- 

M-rried [he sister of tihulam Ali Khujeh-Nun. 
privjie Secretary to the Prime Minister m SuhailiN 
Cabinet of I942„ and became Minister of Popto and 
Telegraphs for a few days at the end of Qavuni-iis- 
Salta neb's Cabinet February 3 943, Was also in 
charge of the Road Transport Board in (942 and 
1945. Appointed Consul-General ui Delhi July 1943. 
Member of Advisory Council of Angle--Iranian 
Institute 194 3. 

Became (list Iranian Ambassador to India l L M7. 
Refusal oflcr.v of Cabinet portfolios; from first 
Hakimi and then HraJthir in I94S. Resigned his 
ambiissadiorship in Novembct 194? as .i protest 
against conditions in Iran. After that lived in 
retirement ul a Milage near Tehran until July 1952, 
■■vJicn the Shah made him manager of the [m-perml 
Land Bank March 3953 .ippdnlcd Head of the 
Shriiie at Meshed, but refused a consflcuttve appoint¬ 
ment .is Governor-General of Khurasan because of 
his continued objections so being paid front public 
funds, April 1955 became Minister without 
Portfolio under Ali, 1956 appointed Minister in 
Ottawa. 

Honest and conscientious. Well-liked but not a 
strong character. Speak* French, Julian and a 
iiitk English. 

98 , Nahil. Fazlullah 

Born 1895. 

Charp.d d'AfTaircs In London, end of 1937 to early 
3 94 1. Head of Confidential Oil ice of Ministry of 
Foreign \ilairs, July t <J 43. HcjiI of Third PoliLkul 
Department, February 1944, Administrative mem¬ 
ber of delegation lo San l Mrtei&eu. April 1945. and 
to ihc United Nations. December 1**45. Delegaic 
to the 1'nited Nations- Septcmlwr 1947, Minoier 
at Warsaw, 1948. Transferred to Sioekholm. 
Si’pieiubcr >950, Returned to iran and appointed 
Under-Scerclarv m Mimsirs of 3 oreign Affairs. 
April 19.5] until August 1952. when Fatemi became 
Foreign Minister, in which post Nahil did hk best 
to be helpful in adverse civcumsumccv. Reappointed 
to Stockholm, December 1953. 

One of the beJler members of tlie Mmisiry of 
Foreign Affairs. Speaks French and some English 

99 , Nafisi. Habib 

Bnm about 1 C W. Son of Dr. Mu T adeb-ud-Dauleh. 
FaJucatcd Toulouse Univcr&ily and Paris, qualifying 
us- an engineer. Completed practical training in the 
Untied States (three years), Czechoslovakia and 
Germany. On return to Iran was employed 
successively as a technical evpcrt in ihe administra- 
lion and management of State factories ami Director 
of the Tehran Small Arms Factory. Director- 
General irs ihe Ministry of Industry as,d Commerce, 
where he became increasingly interested in sock! 
problems and employ meni conditions. He drafted 
the iir>i Iranian 1 abour Law (May 1946}, Was 
appointed LfndCf-Scerelary nf (he newK-fanned 
Ministry of Lahuut and Propaganda, to which 
labour fiineiions previously performed by Mhiistry 
of Industry and C'omrnercc were traenferred in May 
1946, In l () 47 succeeded in separating propaganda 
funettons fr'-'m MjniM'ry of Labour, It wj- idmost 
entirely due to his cnlhusijjdiic and insistent effi-rts 
i hat the Labour Law was finally approved by the 
1.5th Majles in June 1949. Replaced dm mu 
Razmara rdginie. but was reappointed Under- 
Secretary and Acting Minister of Labour under ’Ala. 
March 1951, Remained Under -Secretory under 
Miisadtluq uniil February 1952, November 1 L >53 
Head of the Industrial Organisation, June 1954. 
Under-Secretory for Industry' to Zahedi’s Cnbhvct 
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jrtd December 1954, also Under-Sctferaiy lo: 
Industrial Alfa in in tbs Ministry of National 
Economy. Continued in latter po.*i under Ala, 
Government until 1956, when he was dropped and 
became technical adviser io the Iransliahr company. 

He shows a wide interest in social services whether 
or not within hk official duties; in 194H tic 
established an experimental trade training centre in 
Tehran, he has worked hard for ihc Imperial 
Organisation for Social Services, and he has inspired 
an embryonic co-operative movement m I ran. 

An admirer of British achievements in social and 
labour spheres, and pro-British in mj far as ill is 
docs not c anil id with his nationalism. Extremely 
hard-working, conscientious and apparently honest, 
bu? with a rcpuiucion for intrigue 

His fir:sr wife was drowned ai Geneva in 1947. 
In 1948 lie married the aiccc of Mustafa Adi 
r Ma t^yf-uji-SjlLaneh), 

Speaks ihlent French and English, 

luu, Nafivi. Uasain I 5 ludisirntf-ud-DuUleh S 

'Hurd son of the late Dr, Nazcm-ul-Atebba. Bom 
in Tehran 18%. Educated in France where he 
obtained a Saw- degree and diploma of political 
science. Served in the Ministry of Finance, 
joined the staff of the An^ju-Iranian Oil Company 
uji legal adviser in 1928, Visited London 1929. Set 
up private practice as an advocate in 1930; but 
remained the company's lawyer. \ isited Lcmdon 
again in 1933 and 1935. 

Minister of Finance in Furughi’s Cabinet 1941, 
and did goxl work in the difficult task of recon¬ 
structing the country s finances on ;i new basis. 
Resigned with that Cabinet early in 3 942. Iranian 
Government reprcsc-ntutis-c to Eriternutional Bank in 
1946. Appointed Financial Adviser to the Prime 
Minister under Qavam-us-Sahunch. aULumn 3947. 
and charged with preparation nf preliminary report 
on. Seven-Year Plan. Within one month produced 
report whiL"li Wti.v b-isis suli^ucm leg, slat ion. 
Port ;is Financial Adviser ubolivheil January 1948, 
hm he remained chairman: of Provisional Planning 
Authority until die end of the rear, when he resigned 
after disagreeing wdih Sa'ctlN Uablncl over the 
staffing of the Planning Authority. Was appointed 
member of the Council of ihe Seven-Year Plan 
May 1949. and Managing Director of the Plan 
August 194^-July |95ft, Successful in first stage 
of Semite elections in Tehran October ]U49. Since 
1950 has lived mainly in Europe- Has business 
interacts and connection with the Credit Lyonnais 
Bank. 

Married the daughter of Andn-ud-Dauleh an 1931, 
Speaks English arid French. A very sensible and 
capable man. w-tih a sound knowledge of local and 
French law, 

101- NafivL Sa id 

Second son of the lute Dr- Nuzeni-ubAiehba. 
Horn in Tehran IS 1 ^, E ducated an Persia and later 
in France. Returned la Iran m 19II, and was 
employed in the Ministry of the Interior Trans¬ 
ferred to the Ministry of Public Work-; in 19L6„ 
where he held diflcrcnt liH 192.7, Since then 
h,is been professor of ihc Persian language and 
literature in various schools. Hus also done a good 
deal of journalisni for tin.- Eittlaai. the foumai cL- 
Tt'ih'rnri and other newspapers WflS also active 
in pronKiiing ihe urst Iranian cinema film. Has 
,t yreat reputation us a prose writer Author of a 
life of the poet Rudaki. and of a French-Persian 
dictionary. Published some violently unti-British 
article^ in ihc local press when the D’Ar.y Con¬ 
cession was cancelled. Has a certain knowledge of 
the pah lav i language. A member of the Iranian 
Academy (Ftrhangertanh 

F 
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A scholar of sorts and an active propagandist of 
pro-Russian views. Visited Moscow in aul iimn of 
|M 5; In .the latter part of 1949 and early 1950 
wjv in India in connexion with the " Peace through 
Education ” movement. Prominent in the Soviet- 
Iraiuari Cultural Society. In 1955 was on the 
Preparatory Committee for the Warsaw Youth 
Festival Now in India, 

Generally regarded its untruthful and avoided by 
man) of his fellow-countrymen, Outwardly friendly. 

* 02 , Nali^rf, 'Attra Qu|j 

Etorn (9[Q. son of Amir Heshmai Naislri, a 
well-known Azerbaijani figure, Graduate of 
Birmingham University. Employed many years in 
the Hank MeJJi. hut his progress was hindered as 
he did nut get on with the governor. Abu! Hasan 
I ’tv'haj, hi August N50. alter the latter left the 
'.■unL \aisikri became deputy governor until May 
PCC\ when he went to New York ag [he Bank MHIis 
representauve. November 1955. appointed, manager 
"f the Agricultural Bark 

He is solid and outspoken. Until recently 
regarded a.s honest, but ihcrc have stree tweu sugges- 
lions of backsliding. He is upenlj pro-British and 
co-operative [embarrass mglv so) ,it all times. He 
plays bridge, tennis and SquLsh. He speaks English 
*uiu lurkish fluently. 


HJ,N Nj|ni. AboFQium (Nmjm-liJ-Mulk} 

Bam in Tehran IS93. Son of the kic Nujm-ul- 
Mluk, a noted asironomcr. 

Educated at (he School for Political Science at 
Tehran. Entered the service of the Ministry of 
f oreign Allairs in I ■+11, Chief accountant a| the 
Ministry' 1920-24, and again from 1926-28. Tram- 
fettesl to the Ministry of Finance, and appointed 
Diu-vt^-General there in 1930, Undcr-Sccretary to 
■h.u Ministry m 1933 In November of that year 
UMoiiltsd minister lo Germany. Minister ui Tokyo 
early 1940; recalled on rupture of relations [442 
kmb.isiiadOf at Kabul 1943 45. 

Minihtcr for Foreiga Affairs in Httkimi's Cabinet 
lN November 1941 lie did his best to deal with the 
A^arci.iijan icn -e> but the difficulties were too great 
for him. 

Minister of Finance an Hakimi’s Cabinet Decern- 
**r 1947 June 1948. Member of the Council of ilie 
Seven-Year Plan May 1949. Fleeted from Tehran 
October 1949 and resigned from Seven-Year Plan or 
opening of Pfltliamerit February 195(1 Member pf 
Mixed Oil Commission May M)5j-Jutjc |952, 
Appointed Governor- .encrul of Khuzfaian bj Ala 
Government, June 1 -55. but soon resigned owing 
ft dlffercncej with the Government. SniE nrennoned 
ocaisiomdly as a potential premier. 

Reputation for honesty bin a very negative person 
Still connected with Hak.m-uFMulk and Taqiradch. 


104. Vakhl'i, Miihanwwl 

Born about 1902, Educated in Iran, speals 
French, F 

Secretary or the Iranian Lection in Brussels from 
•029 for Mtnic years, and then remained in Belgium 
teaching Persian, Also studied law, and eventually 
returned lo Iran to loin the National Rank :ts fiend 
f ■[* fop 1 department Later transferred to the 
Ministry of Finance as private secretary to the 
Minister 194 F became president of the ^change 
Commkiioti. At the end of 1943 private secretary 
to I he Prime Minister fSwliailj). 

In uLtlumrt [943 helped ro organise Government 
i mptpycus and raiants’ Xswcjation. Presjdeni of 
\ Pinion of Iranian cradtiate-s of Belgian 
Universities. 


Minister of Commerce m Sacd s reconstituted 
tabmet of August 1944. Minister of Agriculture in 
ha dr’s Government in 1945. Minister w ithout Pori- 
tolio November W9 and then Minister of AgricuL- 
lura Junuary i L, 5l' and of Labour February-August 
1950, when he was appointed managing director of 
die Seven-Year Plan, in which capacity he was not 
v vry suctcssfu j Replaced May J 951. si Lice wh m Iic 
has been mostly in Europe in business. 

(. apabkv inlelEigcnl and well-disposed towards us. 
Brother of Dr. Husab) Quds. Brother-in-law of 
Najni Married u Belgian white in Brussels far 
medical treatment 1949^50. 


105. Naniuri. EliSJ Muhammad 

Born c I&9? in Shiraz. His father. Huj 

Muhammad Hasan, had a lucrative business weiFi 
C lijria in which opium h believed to have played 
an important part. 

Represented his father in India and after she 
latter'* death in 1932 set up on his own in India 
and Hortg Kong fwhere he si ill owns a house}.' 
l ater returned to Iran far a few u-ars until 1942 
£!™ ™ y«l » thu United Stales to da business 
i 46 h 9ld the post of honorary commercial 

attacnv to the Iranian Embassy m Washington 
which he is .iil! to have a.scd to avoid United States 
income i.is. Wrote fairly realistic letter* to 
Muaaddet] about [he oil dispute, which were 
published a id which the he ter did not like 

Returned to Iran December 1953 und played 

.i pari in the 195 J oil negotiations. Appointed 

Minister without Portfolio November 1954 by 
ZalieJi and continued in this post under ’Alii, 
until 1956. He provided directly, and later through 
die fran Faundation, a trust which he set up, the 
11 Tinncc for a piped water supply and a modern 
hospital in Shiraz, A chwe friend of Husain T Ala. 
10 whom he is related by marriage and who has 
fake 11 part in italic of Ids caminertial transactions. 

Quite a good reputation, but he is above alt a 
ekw.-ir businessman, same of whose deals have not 
been a oh we suspicion Shrewd and sensible, he 
,us not hit the [leadlines as a Mi nutter hut has dome 
!j-'iul work i-» economic uffiurs, Now liras in the 
United States. 

A bachelor unit I 1950. when he married the 
daughter of Va’-ul-Mitlk l\-h«h of Isfahan. who 
had nurscil him in an American hospital, 


lOfk Viiser. ’All Wabar 

Born Ct [903. Manager of Batik Mdli bazaar 
branch for many years until August 1950, when Fie 
w.ls, appointed vice-governor id the bank, on ihc 
recordrnendation of A Hal Husnu F.hlchaj, to act 
.is menior to (he new governor He went to London 
with the latter soon afterwards for discussions with 
the Treasury and Bank of f-ing Fa rid and created a 
verj (Bvoumlile impression. Acting muernor of the 
bank, September 1951 August 1952. Conlinued . s 
vice-governor until November 1952. when he went 
ic the 1 ’nrled Nt t.e* as Iranian representative on 
(he Imernaiion.iF Mnndacy E-tind. Returned August 
1953 anil appointed governor of (ho Bank Melti 
September 1953, 

He is essentially a banker and avoids politics as 
much as he can. docs his bc:4 to follow sound, if 
Conservative, banking principles and lo proreci ihe 
Position of the Bank Me Hr. He resists Government 
;iresM.ife well fof an Iranian, but is apt to give wav 
in the end. He is honest, frank, friendly and has 
a pleasant but not a strong pcrsotmlity. anc! as a 
consequence policy at the bank is more often decided 
by his juniors than by him self 

He speaks English fairly well und French fluently. 
He pf.iys an excellent came of bridge. 
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H>7, Naserip Mahmud, Musaddeq-nd-Diuikh 

Born r, Ift90 in Kashan, Kclalcd lo wdUknown 
local family of Saleh of which Dr- Jjhanshah Sjlch 
is Minister of Health and, A1 laliyar Saleh wus 
Ambassador in America in the time of Musaddeq. 
Spent some early years in England and France. 
Worked with Dr. Mi 11 spa ugh, the American financial 
adviser, during the hitters first mission i cl the 1920s,, 
Later he assisted Colonel MacCormacL another 
American, who was in charge of cereal ilisiribinicin- 
Quriiljf Rcra Shah's time Naven was elected to (be 
Mijjes from Aliwag. He coniihucd us Deputy for 
seven elections dp the I4(h Majles in l'J4fi when he 
gave up poliliev. .slanted farmiiiig jn Khuzistan and 
prospered greatly. He was appointed Senator for 
Kbuzifiliin in February 1954, and became Mini^iei 
of Agriculture in June 1M56. Has retained various 
business imerestv 

A relatively littli-knowu political figure who 
belongs lo the Ta^i/adeh and Hakam-ul-MuIk circle. 
Speaks giXKi English and French, Friendly and 
Western in outlook. Although businesslike and 
well-informed has made no great mark .is a Minister, 


10K. Nasr, Huhsen 

Born c. 1907, Educated in France, Relumed to 
Iran, 3930, and employed in Trade Department, 
rrunsferred to Ministry of the Interior as head of a 
department and promote J to l>i rector- General, 
Appointed CkivefnOf<(i{jiefiil of Mazandcran in the 
Sa'ed Lannset, 1943-44: condoned Tiidfili agtiv iiies 
there. Then unemployed until General Razmara 
became Prime Minister wlicn Nasr was appointed 
Undcr-Secreiar) to the Minister of the Interior: Jul 
badly and los( his port. Again unemployed for 
some time until Musaddeg made him Mayor of 
Tehran, Remained muyoi 1101 il August L-43, when 
NfuMiddcq w,[K overthrown. Again unemployed 
until Ala appointed him Minister or Labour 
in April 1955, a post he still holds. Made a favour¬ 
able impression as ( L.O. Chairman in Mav June 
1956. 

Not a capable man but nevertheless manages 10 
hung on to office under succeeding regimes. 


109. Na*r, lii!|l 

Dorn c, 1909 . 

Was chief of (Fte economic section of Ministry 
of Finance and later head of the Agricultural 
Bank. In 1941 went to United States as Ministry 
of Finance delegate on a permanent Iranian trade 
and finance nnssicm in Washington. W.is deput'. 
Irantati lepresentativc first on the Iniefnatiomd 
Monetary Fund and later at the International Hank. 
Later worked in the Lluted States with an Iranian- 
American tradiiiL' croup. Since 1941 he has spem 
litiie lime i» Iran- Appointed executive director 
of Seven-Year plan May 1949. Resigned August 
1949 amd went Lo United States, Returned to become 
Minister of National Economy under Sa*cd Januuy- 
Mareh 1950. Minister of Finance under Ra^niar.t 
June 3 950: droppt‘d tX'tohcf 1950. Now work.s 
for the International Bank in the United States. 

He is a close friend of Prince Abstur Rcza whom 
he assisted in his studies m the United Slates. Paw 
A merican. He is keen, mtdlifgtat and adaptable, 
but showed deplor:ibtc lack of courage and slay log 
power in deserting from the Razmara taovenoiicm 
while abroad on an otliciai mission for it. Since 
this episode he has nut. a pan from n short visit 
in November 1953, returned to Iran. 
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110. \&vib, Saifullih 

Born about IS393, Educated in France, 

Member of Ecunomic Advisory Commlitcc. 3945. 
Governor-General of Mazandcrnr, 1945. 1949 and 
1950: Director-General ot Census und Civil Regis¬ 
tration Department twice, the Inst lime in 1950-51. 
Supported Musaddcq and is now unemployed. 

Speaks fluent French, Fanatic Moslem. Honest, 
but neither capable nor firm. 


III. Nik pay. E’aiz 1 'A/l/ullih 1 

Born in 1896. Educated by the Church 
Missionary Society at Isfahan and at ihe American 
College in Tehran Speaks English and French 
Director of a large and inipoftunt mill in Isfahan, 
Governor of Kcrmartshah in 1940-41 Represented 
employers at tmcrnalional Labour Conference in 
Paris. Oeiober 3 945. Governor-General of Kerman- 
■ bah, May 194ft, where he proved a resolute and 
artivc opponent of the Tudeh l > .irty PoltlicnI Under- 
Secretary ami Assistant to 1 he Prime Minister, 
Qavam-us-fiutianch, in July 1946: granted ministerial 
rank September 194ft;. Minister of Posts, Telegraphs 
and Telephones under Qav&ni-ijs-Saltindi in (X'to- 
ber 1940. Dropped from the Cabinet in June 1^47 
Since then has lived mostly in Isfahan, where be 
also had interebl.s in I he Kuhrang Eunrtd and the 
turbine power-.sratiors 

A zealous administrator and apparently pro- 
British Huj not very reliable. Intelligent and not 
without charm. An intriguer and dishonest, but 
thrifty and capable, 

Appears to 3>c relatively enlightened on matters 
-.£.1 ruing relations of employer and employee. 


ML Nlkpur, \Mul Husain 

Dorn t - . IS96, A rich Tehran business-man who 
first made h-j-. way when Taimuriash was Minister 
of Court. Amongst many 01 tier things he owns 
rtiojii of the shares in the Tehran glass factory. 
Although noi an impi>rtcr lia% Ixren president of the 
Tehran Chamber of Commerce since (he early 1930s. 
and has considerable irtlSucncc in the bazaar, He 
was l>cpu!y for Tehran in the 13(h and I5(h Majiles 
ant! was elected Senaior for Tehran in October 1949 
In opfKisition to Musaddcq from (he summer of 1951. 
Elected Senator for Tehran March 1954 A strong 
supporter of freedom of trade and of priu-uc as 
against State enterprise. Led Chamber of Com* 
mere? dtlqgation to United Kingdom in 1956. 

A crafty' man who prefers to work for his political 
aims by indirect means. Dishonest and ururusi- 
wunity with an eye always lo the main chance. A 
man of ability and some vision, he is at ihe siirne 
time prone to vendettas and generally ugainst ihe 
Cover lime nt. 


13.3, Qaiiitlnlifail?, Snocd vlMMv-ud-din 

Born 1912, st?n of u mitu’ir mutlo of Qanatabad, 
a district of Tehran, Educated in Tehran in 
religious schools 

He worked closely with his brolhcr-in-lu w, Sayyed 
Abul-Oasem Kashani (q.r,), and was banished in 
Kcrmanaskah for eigfai months after (he latter was 
deported in l' ! 49. Joined the National Front on 
[is foundation in 1950 and as a reward was returned 
to the !7tb Made- from Shahrud in the Mws.iddeq- 
rigged elections, of 1952. Founded an ephemeral 
pro-Kash 101 Party in [951. which was supported 
by Du. Baqa’i. Like Kashaai. broke with Musaddcq 
in early 1955 and made up to General Zilhedi. 
thus as-mring his re-dection to the IS-th Majlcs from 
Shuhrud in March 1954. Ihcn opposed ZaFicdi am! 
was one of tin* Qve Deputies lo vote ayi.unsL the 
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1954 oil agreement, but afterwards returned to [he 
v'.uhedi fold for ticiunaal reasons. Strong opporwnl 
ot the 1955 A Li Government. Re-elected iu [he 
19 th Maps in l95o. 

Although politically opportunistic and vena] lit: 
Ita - a reputation for 3o> jc I cy to hi* personal friends 
and can generally be expected to lake a broadly 
"nationalist opposition" line. Intelligent, clever 
and an effective orator with a sense of humour and 
a sense of occasion. Not without courage, and is 
influential inside the Majles and outside, particularly 
amongst the lower classes and the hair-educated 
youth, 

114. Qdntgu/Ju, Muhsen 

Born c L90U, Llder son of the Lile Naser-ul- 
Mulk Bucher of Husain Ali and of Fatemch. wife 
oJ Husain Ala. Brought into die Conn b> his 
brothers n-3a w: Comptroller of the Household (0 
Queen Suntyj* 1951. Later Assistant Master of 
Ceremonies of the imperial Court and in 1954 
Master of Ceremonies. Vaguely acting as Minister 
o r Court from April 3 955 tilt June 1956, 

An unimpressive person Rather a busybody. 
Hiti a decorative and enterprising Egyptian wife WllO 
spends a k>{ of hef time abroad, 

Speaks French and English. 

115- Qadi*|iTi, Khusrau 

Born l*)’I. Youngest son of the late Esmy\il 
Qashqa'i fSaulai-uJ-Daiilehl. Was appointed 
Governor of Ftru/jbad in. November 1943. but 
preferred nuking frequent trips to Tehran to living 
at his post. Made large sums of money by selling 
monopoly goods destined for the tribes at an 
enormous profit in ihc open marker. Elected to 
15th. JiSth and 17th Majks from Firuznbad. 
Member of the Maites Oil Commission, June 1950, 
and was to ail pfiiciical purposes a supporter 
of the National Front. Returned to the tribe 
not long before Musaddeq's full in August 1953, 
and stayed there, threatening trouble for the Zahcdi 
GovernmeiU. until December 1954, when lie followed 
Naser Khan abroad and. amongst other things, 
made propaganda for himself and the tribe in 
London. Nov. lives in California. 

Ihc reprobate of the family, he has great personal 
bravery and recklessness, Considered a hothead by 
bis elder brothers and not altogether trusted by them. 
Inherits his father's cruelty and sadism, and is 
credited with a number of reckless killings, Has 
personal charm, considerable powers of persuasion 
and a hound less capacity for making mischief. A 
spoilt child with a nasty nature. 

Khusrau is intelligent but has an unfortucrate 
propensity for intrigue and art unguarded longue, 
which continually gets him into trouble. Changes 
what he considers to be allegiance whenever 
circumstances seem to demand it. 

116, QitdiiiVi. MiMe Man^ir 

Born 19(35. Second son of the late Exmail 
Qu-.hod'i fS,ui!at-iiJ-lluiile’0. Studied at Bra venose 
College. Oxford, Of hawk-Likc appearance and 
'[tractive rers. nalii;. be talks much but slowK and 
rends to repeat himself. Speaks good English and 
German, a little French and Turkish and TurkE 
Reported to he loved by the trihespenple where 
Nasdf is feared, since he is verv interested in agri- 
cull lire and the general well-bring of ihc tribes- 
penptr. Devoted to tribal pursuits of bunting and 
riding Says (hat he will do Jus utmost to oppose 
my Government interference with the tribe and that 
he is prepared to fight the army. Hie least unlrust- 
worthy of ihc Q.ishqu'i I. hi ns. but politically works 
ddaclv with hi 1 ihrcc hpolhef? The only Oathqna 
brother in Iran f1956>. 


Hus great influence amongst the Boir Ahroudi 
tribe® w ith whom he spent many years of his youth. 
He is very popular among t'he whole Qashqa'i 
confederation. Married the daughter of Jahangir 
Khan (Qashquli Kuilick family) by whom he bus a 
daughter, 

117. QmJiqilM, Mufuhltftad IXtLvuJn 

Bom about 1907. Third son of the laic Esniail 
Oashqu’i i Saulat-ud■ DiiuIds 1, Studied at Reading 
University, but left because of chronic asthma. 
Studied ecaiui>mk& at Berlin University, Deputy in 
Hth, [Slh and 17ih MujEes for Abudch. Elected 
to Constituent Assembly from Ffanutabad April 1949. 
Hux Lived mainly abroad since 1449. 

A voluble speaker Excitable and tin trustworthy. 

He is known as ihc "merchant" brother. Not 
■ cry popular in the tribe- he married a rich Tehrani 
girl, another cause for tribal criticism. 

JIM, QushqaT. Muhammad Nivir 

Born 1904, The eldest son of the 3ate Esma’ll 
QashqaT (Saubi-ud-Dauleh>. Elected to the Slh 
Majids , 3 .s a member of the Qashqa j, llkani and the 
most influential chieftain of his tribe for a short 
time during 1930. Deprived of parliamentary 
immunity and arrested for conspiracy in 1932. 

Fled from Tehran during the general disorder m 
September 1941 and recovered his old position in 
Fats, 

He rebelled m Nj 3 and v>,s attacked by troops 
..ndeT Genet lm ShahbiskhtJ. but the operations were 
vcjy half-hearted and soon Tut/led out. Irt April 
!9 J 4 be banded over the Germans who bud taken 
refuge wuh him and undertook to co-operate with 
the Allies. Wav a leader of tribal revolt in Fare 
oi san mer of l->ib in which his brothers also took 
ran. A her xpme lighting the Oavhqa’is came to an 
lenders landing with she Gove rumen i and peace was 
restored. Deputy for Shiraz in ihc Constituent 
\v>cmb3y, April 1949. Senator for Fare l ebruan 
195(1. In 1951 was nl some pain', to show ihaj he 
was nor anti-British and lo act as a mediator with 
Mus.ttJdcq over the oil dispute! bui he was a 
member of the National I rant and supported 
MusLtddeq to the end In November 1954 wcrii 
so Europe and ihc United Stares after reaching some 
■•.o, r t .if vivemii with the Zalmli Governmcnt- 

Muhammad Nascr Qusbqa’j has made henrxelf 
unpopular in the tribe by permitting ihc greed of his 
wife [Bibi RudLibchi who wishes to seize all she can 
for Noser's children (ihrec Kins, Amunulluh Khun 
iborn r. 1932), AbdulCh and Changiz, and .severu] 
daughters). 

Physically tit, a good leader of men. Not very 
intelligent and. like his brothers, not very 
trustworthy. Doe* not ftnokc or drink and is a 
model family mart. T ali, braidly buili. String eyes, 
slight smailsvos murks an face, of commanding 
presence A fiaii and snioalh lalker and :t coot) 
raconteur. Fond of town society and when living 
in civilised surround Engs is very rciM, unable and 
L menuble. When living with the tribes be seems to 
lose his balance -where makers outride the parochial 
affairs of ihe irihes are concerned] and to be easily 
’listed This instability probably results Trnm his 
Viirird earlier experiences, including imprisonment 
in Tehran with lit* father, who died hi eaprivity. 
Basically opposed lo the Pnhlavi dynasty, 

139. Qavfmi, Fhriihfm (Qavum-uhMtilk) 

Born I5I-SH. The Son of Mirza Ffahtbullijib Khan 
Qavnm-ul-Mulk. who was killed accidentally tn 
May 1916 During the war of 1914-1S was very- 
friendly 10 us, and carried on hk father's traditional 
uolicy of opposition io the powerful Qashqu'i fjoup 
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of tribes, Having inherited vast properties in J'arH 
from his father, as well as ihc titular headship of 
the "Arab" tribes of that province, lie wielded 
irt.niL-nse authority in the south of Iran al the time 
of the i-tmft d’Eini of 1921. Reza Shah expressed a 
wish that he should reside at fchnjn. he therefore 
became elected to the Majles us memiber for the 
Khumsch fArabi tribes and thereafter resided a good 
deal in Tehran. In 1929 Qitvam was given crown 
lands in Nlshapur* in the neighbourhood of ] eh ran 
and elsewhere m the I’ei'src of Iran in evehange for 
his bars properties. He is one of the wealthiest 
landowners or Iran at present- Enjoyed some 
confidence from Kc/,i ?»a;i3i hut, nevertheless, was 
arresteo in 1933 

Played his part in the "events of 1941," he and 
his family at one time taking iW in the British 
Legation at Gulheki snd when Rcza Shah abdicuied 
und went to Isfahan it was Qavam who was sent 
by she Government to obtain Reza's signature to 
documents handing over his properties and private 
fortune to she State and to his .son respectively 

Sant back to Fare in summer 1943. to help contain 
the OashtuiTs and appointed Governor-General, hut 
fell otn with ihe military and returned to Tehran 
in the auiu-mi. 

Deputy far Siiir.iz in the Consiituenl Assembly 
April I : '4 J ! !;cted Senator from Fare, April 1949. 
He returned to I’ars for a time in 1952 in an 
unfajcct'-.sful attempt to re-establish tii-s influence 

QavasTs name in ihc Tars of to-day still com¬ 
mands respect, although the Khamsch iribcs no 
longer look to him as tlicir feudal chief. The 
general tendency among his own family, whose 
obedience but not conscience he commands, is to 
regard him with the utmost respect as the survivor 
of a day that has gone. He himself does not seem 
to he conscious of. or will not admit, this passage 
of time. Now father limid. Has a pro-British label. 

His .son. Ah Muhammad, married Princess Astiraf 
Pali In vi in Murch but the marriage was 

dissolved. Me subsequently married a girl of the 
Shaitom family, daughter uf Mtihaseb-ul-Vlunialick. 
He hud previously been an undergraduate at Bristol, 
where hi- did badly, and is now in business The 
i'llici s<m. Re^u. was educated A t'hrist Church, 
G.siorJ. married a daughter of General Muqoddam 
and until 3459 ssir, employed in the Ministry of 
l.ahoLir. One daughler is married to Asadulbts 
‘Alaitt .i ml the other to Dr. Ahid Q.iserrt S’atiM. 

120, Qe/i'lhash, ' \/\/ 

Born about. I^HKK A Kurd bs birth, from 
Kennunsh.Lih, His father and ntoihcr were killed 
during the constitution riots (1905-10). Spent sic 
or seven years in India working on the railway 
and ihen Used in Ahwiiz. where he was friendly with 
His Majesty’s Consul al Khorramshohr. for whom 
lie acted as interpreter with the tribes and with, 
whom he was under lire on several occasions. 'This 
Consul (Mr. Soane) later left him a legacy. 
Qerdbash has worked on ihe Iranian Slate Rnilway 
since soon after its inception and is now in the 
Inspection DcpiurtmenL AnloCorumunict. lie joined 
the Democrat Party amJ the E.S.K l trade union 
immcdiulclv on their innugufafion in l>eCembLT t946. 
Became cccoimS sceactary of she trade union and 
attended the I.L.O. Conference, Geneva, in 1947, 
us a workers* reprcsentaiive ! .-d ] S.K I.N more 
militant arui-Comrnunist activities, touring ihc rail- 
w iv sysieiii, Identifying TndeE) members and insisting 
upon iheir removal from employment wish (he Stale 
Railway, In winter 194s. owing to personal 
differences with Khusrau Hcdayai (the first seerefary 
Of F.S.lC.lO, Oe/elbash was dismissed from the 
IvS.K.F After that he operated independently, 
using his personal influence among railway workers 


and in lIic bazaars lo draw support away from 
E.S.K. I. to his own newly-formed “Central Council 
of ihc Federation of Workers, Peasants and Trades¬ 
men of Iran," Eventually agreed to ihc selling up 
of a joint committee under the auspices of (he 
Ministry of Labour lo co-ordinate Iradc union 
activities of E.S.K,l., h.M.K.A. und his own Central 
Council, In February 195i was elected to ihc 
General Council of the newly-formed 'Trades Union 
Congress and has since been its previjent in 1955 
unsuccessfully sought nomination as wiu-licre 1 ' 
delegate to liuernalionat Labour Conference by 
Ll back-door " mcihocU H thereby incurring displeasure 
of his T.U.C. coUragucs, 

Friendly. Seems to be genuinely interested tn hU 
trade anion work, but more of a politician und ^ 
"fixer " than a practical trader umonrSt. 

Speaks Turk! ami Urdu, 


12L Qud'i iNnkiw i), Huvain 

Born about IS92. Graduate of the Tehran 
School of Poliiieal Science. Has held various poms 
under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs m [.onion. 
Washington aftd Izmir, RelurneJ to Persia in 1947. 
Appointed Head af Third Political Do^irtmoit. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 1943, pirecter- 
General iPersonnel) later t94$. Under-Secretarj, 
September 1950. Ambas.sidor m Bagdad. April 
3951 unlit November [452, when he a as removed 
bs Husain Fate mi, 1'hcn in Europe, mostly the 
LniicU Kingdom, until he returned to Iran after 
Mussadeq's overthrow. IV55 T reappointed Anibas- 
sador in Bagdad; and Ambassador at Tokyo m 1956. 

Speaks goajui English and French A quiet and 
level-headed otlici J. Pleasant and w'di-hked bj his 
fellOw-countrymen and colleagues, GcxnJ reputation 
fur honesty. Genuinely friendly towards (he British, 
Has a wife who speaks fluent Cockney. 


122. Kiidmantsh, Ur. Ri-ra 

Born about 1900. In 1938 he was arrested b) 
Rci'li Shah fur making Com muni st propag,iiu!a. 
Elected IDcputy for l ahijan in ihe I4(h Majles. A 
prominent member of (he l udeh Party from its 
foundation arid was a dominating mcmbiei of the 
Tudeh Party General Farcy Conference in 1944. 
Edited Tudeh paper Mtirdutn. t>nc of six cdilors 
invited by the Ministry of Information to visit 
the UniteJ Kingdom in the autumn of 1945. 
bui did mu accept A genuine Communist who 
was ai une time believed to be not best pleased with 
the complete subservience of the Tudeh Party lo 
ilie Russians but unable lo help himself, Rather 
naive. 

Believed to have lakeii refuge in Soviet Embassy 
aber attempted assassination of Shah February 4. 
1949. Seriicnccd to death tn absentia May 3949’ for 
activities against the const i tin run at monarchy. In 
1955 believed to be in Vienna. 

Generally regarded as the most likely candidate 
for the Presidency of rhe " People’s Republic 11 for 
which the Tudeh Party were planning in Musaddcq's 
rime. 


123* Kuhiiaruji. ZllfHik'Akdin 

Bern about 1S8S. one of ihe sons of the laic 
,Sh;n kh-ul-’A r;j uai n, ar Iranian subject and minor 
muiinhttd of Kcrbda. 

Rahnarna was educated in Iraq nnd came to 
[run about 1 11 10. E!e was a member of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party mil edited first the newspaper Rtthnttma 
and subsequently ihc scmt-ofik’i.il paper fran. Was 
appointed Under-Secretary' to the Ministry of Fuhlk 
Works at the end of 192fc and Under-Secretary lo die 
Mini.ilry of the Interior in April 1927. 











With chc object of making headway in politics, 
he discarded Jits tortKfl and gave up his title of 
shaikh. This brought him three different under- 
secretaryships in succession. 

In the summer of 1955 was exiled and look 
up his residence «n Heim!, the Shall was aid to have 
suspected him of plowing against ihe regime. 

Returned to Iran after ihc fall oF Rezu Shah in 
1941. Plunged into political intrigue in [941! anti 
became a sort of secretary and spy in Suhaiti’s 
Admins (ration in J943, but soon resigned. Minister 
»i Paris, 1944. Appointed Minister m Beirut. 
February 1947, First Minister to Amman, July 
i ,J 49. Returned to Tehran on conclusion of duty. 
October 1449. and h now retired. 

Clever and dishonest. Politically very ambitious 
and opportunist. Apparently a supporter of General 
Arfa. 

Speaki French, English, and Arabic, 


124., Ri'iv, Muhsen 

Bk-iin in Tehran about IE95, Educated in Iran 
and France. The eldest son of the tale Zahir-ul- 
Mutk Entered the service of ihe Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in 19J9. Served at the League of 
\nitons. Counselor at Paris, 1930. Minister at Berlin. 
193X and Bucharest. 193(1; rcprewntaiihe at Vichy 
:n 1441 and Minister. Baghdad, 1943. Ambassador 
Co London June 1947, Returned to Teh run to 
became Minister for Foreign Adairs under Razmnra. 
August 1 95ft, Held posi until assassination oi 
Razmara, Mafth T J ?t. October 1953, a pp pointed 
Ambassador to Pans, 

A very agreeable man, but with little force of 
..haracier. Speaks ji-.jod French. Married one of 
the many daughters of Faruiap Farma in 1935. 


125. Itii-sfcidiin, Vsadullali f etadl brut hers j 

Born c. 1419, He and his two brothers. 
Qudrutullah and Saifullah. are sons of Habibulluh 
Rachidi, an Arartnijanl ol modest origin and means 
who, bee.iuse of his liaison work for ihe British 
Legation in R«a Shah's reign, was imprisoned in 
1932 for ten years. He was again imprisoned for 
a few months by Ojvam-u-i-Saltonch in 1946 

The brothers started as small retail merchants 
but went quickly from strength to strength. They 
form an effective team, a rare phenomenon in Iran 
even arnonu'st dose relatives Broadly speaking* 
As&dtrllah. a man ol stroiie personality and political 
am billons, provides the directing brains, S.irfulhih 
Ls responsible for much of the commercial work and 
liaison with British firm* and (jhuiratulluh has more 
routine business attributes, They arc very energetic 
and, contact-melt by nature, they have a wide range 
of connections of all decrees of respectability. ITiey 
are clov.- wrih P-mecss Ashraf, Suliuili. General 
Rak briar. police chief AJ.ivs Muquddan. G, H 
Ftiruhsr. Sayyed Zi-.vmFDin Tabamba'i and with the 
M "Urs. faction grouped round Hhirraffiidch Sammdaji 
and Furud. fhej are strongly pro-ftritish, Although 
[here seems to be no doubt of their loyalty, they 
undoubtedly have an eye lo the main chance m their 
business dealings-. Tfiev trade almost cndustvcly 
with British firms for whom they have secured very 
valuable business. They have now established 
themselves amongst the leading intermediaries in 
Tehran with all the notoriety that this implies 
Politicians hy nature, their efficiency in routine, 
commercial matters leaves much to he desired 
The brothers have been active partisans of Sayycd 
7-ia from the time of the latter*! return to Iran; 
they participated in the Qashqa'i revolt of 1946 
against Qavam-us-SaRanch; were imprisoned for n 
short lime in 1953 by Musuddicq: and played :i pan 


i it the events of August 1953 leading to Musftddeq'i 
downfall and the ShahN return. They were origin- 
ally responsible for bringtng Moslems to Iran, 
Opinions. about the RaihidLin brothers anlOn£ 
the British who have known them during the pAM 
ten years vary greatly. The lr old Persia hands'' 
have nothing but praise for their ability und devotion, 
to ihe British cause m limes of tins*-. Since 1953 
the Embassy has nol resumed political contacts wnh 
them owing ta their reputation as fixers and calcu¬ 
lated indiscretions. The commercial connection has 
however remained friendly and useful. 


126. Rust*, fieri 

Born about 1900, Imprisoned by R«u Shah for 
espionage map stealing from the military office at 
Kerman In 1944 was in dose touch with the Soviet 
Trade Delegation and was (he channel through which 
Soviet help, in the form -of cash, paper or transport 
facilities, reached the; T ml eh Party. In the same year 
became a member of (he Tudch Inspection Com¬ 
mittee and was strongly opposed to the moderate 
policy iltcrt pursued by ihe 'I udch Central Committee, 
Appointed secretary of the C'enEral United Council 
of the Iranian Federation of Trade Unions (Tudch) 
sod. following Louis SuilfanFs wsit to- Iran in 1946. 
was officially recognised by the World Federation or 
Trade Unions as representative of Iranian workers. 

In December 3 946 Complained to W.F.T.U. and 
British Trades Union Congress of oppression of Iran- 
! an workers, arrests und victimisation. He appealed 
for a W.F.T.U i delegation to visit the country to 
im estimate. On arrival of this delegation in February 
144 1 Rasia was closely associated with the President, 
El Arts, and the Russian member. Borisov. His 
reputation with the Iranian workers wa.s .strengthened 
by this delegation. Arrested April 1947 on charges 
of high treason in connexion with (he Azerbaijan 
secessionist movement. Released cm bail of I million 
rials in November 1947c After his release 
L.i'n prison he avoided the public eye* bul 
worked energetically and quietly consolidating the 
f ! 'deh trade muon movement and organising a purge 
of waverers. Is believed to have left for Moscow 
shortly before the attempted assassination of the Shah 
and was sentenced to death r>j uhwniia with other 
I udeh leaders in May 1949. Since then believed 
tn have spent a lot of his intie at the W.F.T.U, 
headquarters in Vienna, 


12”, Ssdiq. Dr, Isi (Siitli|-6,Vlan9) 

Born about 1&92. Educated partly in England 
lwhere he was for u time secretary" to Professor 
F. G Browne) and partly in America, where he 
Ei "k a doctor's degree. Regan bis career in a 
very lowly station ;n the Ministry of Education, 
Rob to be Director of Education in Gilun. 
Attended an international congress on education 
in England aboui 1929. where he lectured on modern 
educational methods in Iran. Principal of the 
Teachers' College (Jtcolr normair} 1932. 

Minister of Public Instruction. ‘September 1941 
H'42. Dean of the University of Tehran. Again 
Minister of Education. rA:ccmber 1 943 and 
November 1944. As chairman of Tehran Telephone 
Company went to the United Kingdom to huv 
equipment for cbe company in 1947, Minister of 
Education, JuneDecember 3947. Dcputv for Tehran 
hi the Constituent Alscmbly April 1949. Represented 
Iran at the " Peace through Education " conference 
r Calcutta September 3949. Elected Senator from 
Tehran October 1949 and again in March 1954. 
Has been a professor of Iranian literature at Tehran 
University for many years; November 1954 
January 1955 visited ifoe United Stines under 
spoo'orship (if United Stales Government 
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An intelligent and go-ahead man speaking English 
ajid French. Has a good reputation as a scholar 
but politically is neither very important nor very 
active. Well disposed towards Anglo-Saxon 
methods of education. The author of several works 
on education, 

32fi, SaVd| a rsgbrfii,5bihutnm^diSa'ed-ul-Ve™reh i 

Bom about 1885. Educated in the Caucasus. 
Served in various capacities, in the Iranian Consular 
posts at Baku. Tiflis .sad Batum, Acting CoiwpuI- 
Cicneral at Baku in 1927 Head of (be Russian 
Dqpairtmcnt of ihe MinislD of Foreign Adairs in 
1933. Appointed CHafgd d’A(Lures at Moscow in 
February 1954. Minister at Rome. June [936, 
Accredited abui eo Hungary. 1938, Ambassador at 
Moscow. April |93g, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, August 194! 
February 1945. 

Prune Minister. March-November pt-44. After 
Kavtarudzc'j> arrival to discuss a Soviet cd con¬ 
cession he was persistently opposed by the Tudeh 
and .he Russians and was cliu.s able to do little 
durinq liis tenure of cdUce, His Government's 
rejection in October 1944 of the- driiuud Ta ao oil 
concession brought about a crisis which resulted in 
SiVd's resignuirion. 

Elected to 15nh Majlcs for Rcza'iych. Member 
of Regency Council during ShahN visit to the Untied 
Kingdom. July I94K, and again during his vrisii to 
t]lc United States, November- December 1949. 
Became Prune Minister again November 194Si 
Resigned March 1950. Nominated Sena!or for 
Rcza'iych, April 195ft. Ambassador to Turkey. 
June 1*950 -51 Elected Senator (or Rcza'iyeh. 
March l 1 '54. I.eutier of the Iranian parliamentary 
delegation lo the United Kingdom July 1^55, 

An agreeable person, whose Russian is belter than 
In-. FVrtiLiii. Speaks good French. More imdligeni 
than he appears- Always willing to help, Good 
rcpulation for honesty. Appears to hare no 
delusions about Russia As Prime Minister from 
November 1948-MafC|) 1450 he showed himself as 
well-intentioned rather than effective. He hir. a 
Latvian wife and two daughters, one married io 
John Wallis, the British journalist, the other to Aslan 
Afshar, a young Deputy, 

129. Supdh t>r, Mnhimrmd 

Bora in I in Tehran, Son of a Tehran Mullah. 
Employed in the Ministry of Justice, the Customs, 
the Tobacco Monopoly and the Ministry of Com¬ 
munications. 

Minister of Roads m FunighPs Cabinet of 

Sc pi cm ber 194| and then head of the Tehran 

Municipality in i l >42. Arrested and sent to 
Sultana bad by the Allied security authorities, 

September 3 943. Released at end of war. 

Director of the Exchange Control Department in 
the Ministry of Finance in Hafcimi's Government of 
November 1945. [Resigned November 1945. 

Miniver Of National Economy, September-June 
194$. Minister of Roads. November 1948, Justice. 
March [949. Lost entice with Sa'cd March 

195ft. .uid beeunsr Head of the Cibl Service 
Purge Cormrilaion, in which job his own reputation 
did not always inspire cinTfidencc in the Com 
mission** recommendations Managing Director of 
Seven*Year Plan., July-August 1950. Governor- 
General. Isfahan. April June 1951. Governor- 
General of Azurbaijun October 1951 August 1952. 
Head of Md urv Tribun,-d until Vfu^addcuN 
overthrow in August 1953. Appointed Senator for 
Tehran March 3954. 

Spent several years in France and speaks French, 
A talkative and clever man, Ambitious and h.ii 
not a good reputation for honesty. Not very reliable. 


if ottly because of his ability in (rimming, his sails 
to most winds. Married his broihCTi wife after 
s,he had been divorced as a result of a liaison with 
himself. A candidate for the premiership, 

|30. Sikh, Allfhyir 

Born about 1900. Graduate of the American 
E'ollcgc at Tehran. For some years employed as a 
secretary in the American Legation (now Embassy) 
at 3 eh ran, where his brother. Pasha Khan Saleh, 
has for sonic years been (he senior Persian employee 
on the political sjJu. He later entered the Ministry 
of Justice, where ho held various appointments 
Was transferred to the Ministry of Finance and 
appointed direclor of I be opium monopoly, and 
afterwards director of the tobacco monopoly.' Head 
of the Customs for a short time. Then Accountant- 
General. 

Not a successful Minister of Finance under 
Suhaiti 1942-43. Minister oi Lhc Interior in 
Hakimi's Cabinet, November 1945 in January 
194!'i, when be disiHifeiuf Ghulum Husain Ebiehay, 
the pro-Sayyed Zu .Mayor of Tehran, and replaced 
Hiiti by Nariman, as being more acceptable io the 
Russians. 

In llaktmi's Cabinet he was regarded us the leader 
of the appeasement group. Minister of Justice. 
Angus: t l ?4'.v; clSi nod October IMember of 
the MajlcS Oil Commission* June 195(1. and chairman 
nf the Mj\l-J Oil Conuifission, May 1951. A 
member of the National Front. Minister of Interior. 
February 1952. 

Rtsicncd from Ministry of the Interior, Month 
3 952. because He would not carry out certain acts 
of interference in [be elections called for by other 
members of the Government. He thus eontirated 
(he impression that, although often wrong-headed, 
he is a man of some integrity. Elected to 17th 
Majles for Kasban, bul in October 1952 went to 
Washington as Ambassador. Resigned after 
Mus.iddeq’s overthrow in August 1953. Relumed 
io Iran. April 1954. and renewed contncl with his 
old National Front colleagues. 

An Intelligent, honest and able but embittered 
man. Left-v. ng views. Speaks French and English 

13L S51eh, Dr. lubinshah 

Born I9Q4. brother of Allaliyar Saleh. Educated 
.■.I the American College. Tehran, and ui America, 
wrhere he qualified as n doctor in 1933. After post- 
graduate work in America he returned lo Iran 
and obtained the headship of various hospitals. He 
w ir- fur some years Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
at Tehran University, where he holds ihe professor¬ 
ship of anatomy and gyniccoJogy.; and is also Head 
of the Imperial Social Services Organisation, Served 
in the Finance Depart me rn before taking up 
medicine, Mintster of Health under RaznMtii, June 
1950-March 3 LJ SI Apftpintcd Mbrnslci of Health 
under /ahvdi. Xugust 1953 and again under Ala 
in April 1955- 

Not a very impressive Minister. Well-off and ha? 
an eye eo the main chance. Energetic and -dick 
bui untrustworthy and disliked in many Tehran 
medteM circle? Iw promividp much and doing little. 
Completely jr.insaTi under a (hick American veneer. 
Married to ;s rather unpleasant American, Speak’- 
English and French. 

132, Sayvih, Hamid 

Rom in Isfahan 1886, Eduraied as Moscow. 
F-tucred (he service of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 1^16. For some time a judge in ihe 
Tribunal of ihe Ministry, Commercial secretary nt 
Moscow, 3 922-26, A director of the Caspian 
Fisheries Joint Board, 1927-31, Chief of (he 
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Russian Section at the Ministry in 1932. In charge 
of the Eastern Department, i '*33. Consul-Genera] 
at Beirut, March 1934, Minister at Warsaw. 
J une 3936. 

Minister of Ptwis and Telegraphs in Furughi’s 
Cabinet of September 194 S. and was most helpful 
in us. Again Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in 
Qavam-us-Sal touch's Cabinet of August 194: until 
January 1943. Minister of pouts and Telegraphs 
again, December 3943. Minister of Communications 
in Sa'ud’S Ca bines. March-August 1944, Aecom- 
panted Qavam to Moscow m February 194ft. 
Appointed Minister to Moscow, March 1946. 
Retumcd October 194b and became Minister of 
Commerce and Industry until June 1947. Recalled 
April 1949 and appointed Minister of Roads under 
3a Yd, May 1949. Dropped* January 1950. Leader 
of the Iranian side tn the negotiations with the 
Soviets which led to (he agreement on financial and 
from ter questions of December 1954. 

Speaks French and Russian. An agreeable but 
not a brilliant personality He knows too much 
about Russian methods to incline towards 
bolshevism, but he maintains fairly dose contact 
wirh the Soviet Ambassador and h^ ambition is 
to become Ambassador to Moscow again, A good 
bridge player. 

143. Styyilj, Kidcm 

Horn about I£92 of a family of Turkish descent, 
not related to Hamid Say yah Served in the Turkish 
army in the l^N Ik war, and taken prisoner by 
the British troops 1917, A strong supporter of 
S-j yed Zia tn the latter's cwp d'£ftt[ of 
l92t, and wlien the SHiyyed fell he fled wr,h 
[tins Switzerland.. Returned to {ran about 
1423 ami was imprisoned by Ru/jl Shah for 
sontL- time. Then employed under the Ministry 
of Industry in supervising the factories at Isfahan, 
Was .ibo tn charge of the Fine Arts Department 
at that place. 3940 to 194:, Fell under suspicion 
as pre-German owing to his relations with the 
factory engineers, most of whom were Germans. 
Transferred to Tehran. 1941. and put in charge of 
lhe glycerine factory. In 1943 employed by the 
Americans in the price stabilisation sect ion of the 
Ministry of Finance. Appointed Head of the 
Organisation Section of ihe Ministry of Interior, 
1944. As he was well known as a strong supporter 
of Sayycd 7Ja this appointment raised' an outcry 
by all Left-wine elemenis and by those who 
favoured a policy of appeasement towards the 
Russians. Appointed a director of the Tehran 
Electricity Company. 1945 Director-General in 
Ministry of 1 a hour rind Propaganda, April 1947 . 
1949, employed in the Factories and Industries 
Department of the Seven-Year Plan, Head of the 
Cotton Company of the Seven-Year Plan. February 
3951, Giwernor-t icncral of Mazandurari. April 
1951. Dismissed by Musaddoq in August 1951. 
September 1953, attached to the Sevcn+Ycar Plan 
Organisation and Liter appointed to the High 
Council of the Organisation. 

A man Of the world, capable of gi>od work, rind 
clafrm ro be well-disposed toward', us Married 
to :i Greek, 

1-4, Scpflhbvdl. kniKhinun 

Horn in Tehran about 1890, Educated tn Tehran. 
Fmered the Ministry of f oreign Affairs in 1907. 
At consular posh, in the Caucasus 19 TO-j 8: 
.Mirubier ;n Berne, 1929-33: Minister at Rome, 
1934 Ambtiviador at Moscow. 19.16-38 Minister 
at Pirn, 1934, and Ambassador at Ankara, 1940. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs J urns-October 1945. 
Minister for Justice in, Qtmtm's Cabinet February 
1946. Amttowador in Park Aitenvl 194ft, 


Appointed Minister for Foreign Affair. 1 : by 
Qa\am in June 1947, hut did not Lake up his 
post. Recalled to Iran February' 3 948:. Nomi¬ 
nated Senator for Tehran and also appointed Master 
of Ceremonies at the Court February 1950. Accom¬ 
panied the Shah to Pakistan March 1950. Resigned 
his post as Mahler at Ceremonies after the marriage 
of the Shah, February 1951, October 1953, 
appointed Ambassador to Egypt, 

A man of no particular family, he made his 
Way to tile top white still young. Speaks French 
and Russian. Eh quite well supplied with bruins, but 
is often too lazy lo use them. Km her timoruus. On 
friendly terms with Shah. Hates Russians. 


135, $eprl|r T Minimi '.Mi (M«rftmkJl-tHl-D»ulch) 
Born c. 1890. Educated in Tehran. In 1911 
joined the Customs Department 1914 18 employed 
in the German Legilio-n. Then in the Ministry of 
Finance, In June 1942 he was minted up in a 
German plot involving Qavyrn-uit.Sutianch and 
others. Was UntJcr-SecrcLary to ihc Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry at the beginning of 1944, 
En February 1944 became Acting Minister of Com¬ 
merce and Industry. He was removed from the 
Ministry nf Commerce and Industry in the summer 
of 1944 and remained without an appointment until 
August 1945, when he was appointed bend of the 
Caspian Fisheries, a post which brought him into 
dose touch with the Russians. Cloudy associated 
with O^vani-us-Saltanch and joined the Cabinet as 
Minister of Commerce and Industry March July 
1946, 

Successful in the first .stage of the Senate elections 
m Tehran in October 1949. Chairman of the Board 
of the Caspian Fisheries. 1950 52. Vow holds; no 
official position. 

Has j bad name for intrigue und lying. Well- 
informed politically and active in cultivating ihc 
younger generation. A friend of General Aria's. 

13ft. ShahfaakhJ i, Muhii m tn a d, General I Srpifhhuti \ 
Bairn about IS82. the son of a peasant. 

He enlisted in ihc Cossack Brigade about |9Ql, 
distinguished himself by bravery in tire field, and 
received a commission. In l9li he was a captain. 
He attached himself to Rcjhi Khan, whose influence 
secured him promotion to the rank of colonel in 
1919, After the wap tT£iiir of 1921 appointed to 
ariotis commands. 

Appointed in command the troops in Azerbaijan 
in [932 and Kha/jstan in 19YJ 

Appointed Commander of the Western Forces 
October 1943, with I he rank of genera E tSepahbud). 
Controlled the Kerman shah area pretty thoroughly, 
igrtoring completely the civil Governor, till he was 
transferred to Furs to quell the Oashqa'is in 
February 1943, He was not very successful in that 
campaign and after the defeat of the garrison at 
Semi rum in July 1943 came to Tehran to report. 
Suspected of taking large bribes when at Kerman* 
shah and again from Che Uashqals. 

Placed on ihe retired list. October 1943, Recalled 
to active b-st. 1947 Appointed Inspector of Troops 
in Azartuiijan. and early in 1949 Commander-In- 
Chief of Forces in Ararbaijan 

In April E95I was sent to Almaz i-: Governor* 
General of Khnrittun and Commander of the Forces 
of rhe South in order to restore order after ibe riots 
i i Abadan, hm did pot go In \h. !( Jjri for |wo weeks. 
Recalled end May 1951. when he was appointed 
General Officer Comnumding. Ay.arbaijun, staying 
most of the time in Tehran. February 1953, gaoled 
by Musadikq and placed on retired list. September 
1953 May 1954. Governor-General of Azerbaijan 
under Zahedi. Mnw retired. 


[ 33 


Though somewhat arrogant, he is a very Chinning 
old man and ho* a great repute new in Azerbaijan. 
m here his activities and strength of character made 
it impossible for any strong Governor -General to 
eO’e\i:*4 with him. Dishonest and rich. 

An almost entirely uneducated survival from the 
Cossack Brigade, resembling m appearance the more 
famous product of that corps. Re^i Shyh, 


1.37, Shahrukh, Bah rim 

Born c. 1911. One of the dx sons of Arbub 
J am sh id Shahrukh. formerly Zoro&vtrian Deputy mi 
the Majles and murdered by order of Reia Shah in 
1940. He has siudred ir; Manchester and! Germany 
and has visited England several times. 

Married to a German, by whom he has three 
children. During the war he was in Berlin and 
K onslituted himsdf leader of the Iranian colony 
there, displaying sirong pro-German sympathies. 
For a considerable time he broadcast in Persian from 
Berlin radio, his talks being listened to eagerly in 
Iran on account of their eloquence and vitrioltc 
invective against die Rriush In the la tier days of 
the war he saw which way the wind was blowing, 
left Germany for Turkey and completely abandoned 
his German friends. After returning to Germany 
lor several months he decided to settle in Iran. 
Wsu agent for various German firms 

In addition to his commercial activities Sihahrufch 
has always taken a keen interest tn polities, having 
managed to gain ihe confidence of many prominent 
politicians, and, on occasion ai teas:, of the Shah. 
Appointed Director-General of Pres; and Prcpu- 
laiithi by Su'cd September 1949. and despite much 
opposition from the press and other circles held on 
to the post, in which he shotted commendable energy 
and /cal until June 1950. when he was appointed a 
director of the Irrigation Board, Again Dirceior- 
General of Press and Propaganda November 1950- 
Jamtarj 3 l tfl. Shortly after Musuddcq came into 
power be was obliged to leave the country a? ,i 
war rum was out for his arrest, He went, to Germany 
whence he imprudently returned in. December 1951. 
being arrested on a charge of malversation of official 
funds. Sentenced and remained in gaol until 
Musaddeq's overthrow in August 1953. Used by 
tits Shah in fin attempt ter build up a private contact 
with this Embassy very soon idler the resumption 
of relations but. when ihk wm not successful, was 
u ropped by the Shah and rusticated. Returned to 
Tehran in (he spring of 1955. and bought a half- 
share in the newspaper Pcutf-e-TVftrflii. which he now 
edits. 

He is clever, confident and Ins chequered career 
shows him to possess courage Lind an unlimited 
capacity for intrigue, In spite of his European, 
upbringing he is very much an Iranian al heart. Of 
unlimited vanity, His political ambitions are much 
hampered by his being a Znmastnan, all hough lie 
is. not trusted by many of his fellow-Zoroastrians. 
Now claims in be strongly pro-British anti pro- 
American. Art irrepressible but well-informed 
opportunist 

Speaks excellent German. English and Frcncli. 


138. SkuiH-Miilltlri, ivadtilliih i Shulafib-ud- 
Datilclt), K.C.V.O. 

A Qujar prince. Born about 1880. Educated in 
Iran. For many years employed in the Fckgraph 
Depart merit. Governor of Ye/d in 191L Minister 
of Posts and Telegraphs. 19|4 15 Minister of Public 
Works. 1915. Master of Ceremonies at the Court. 
1922-25. Governor of Kcrmtinshah, 1979 Recalled 
1933 and Governor of Kurdistan. October I9:s4- 
Apral 1936. 


Governor-General nf Pars curly 1942. Governor- 
Genera! of Kerman shah laic 1946-carly 194ii. 
Appointed Sscitator for Tabriz March 1954. 
Received K.t'A'.G. when in attendance on Ahmad 
Shah during hte visit to London in 1939. 

A rather pompom man. Said to be a great 
intriguer, he is not averse to the socicly of 
foreigners, and probably regrets the good old days. 
Was a member of the Advisory Council of the 
Anglo-Iranian Institute before the break in 
diplomatic relations. 

Speaks English and French fluently 

139, -Sharif Emm ml. daTur, Engineer (.\fuhanrf t .*j 

Born 19IQ. Married a M.ster of Dr, Mu'azzeniL 
Vr is assistant Dircctoif-General of the Iranian State 
R ilway Served on Irrigation Board. Appointed 
Under-Scerclan and acting Minister of Roads in, the 
Ra/mara Cabinet. 1950 lo March l li 5S, Nominated 
member of High Council of Seven-Year Platt 
Organisation, April 1951. Managing-Director of 
Sc'ten-Yeur Flan Organisation for a short time in 
1953 under Zahcdi Elected Senator for Tehran, 
March J454 One of die Senators who toted against 
the 195-S Oil Agreement. 

Intelligent in his OWn way. Ambitious and 
opportunistic, but has ,i fairly good reputation, 
Speaks English 

14U, bhatiegan. Dr. Sajycd Ali 

Rom in Sliiruz in 1904, son of Huji Sayyod 
Hushem. Doctor of Law. Educated in Tehran And 
Paris hi l u 40 appointed Professor <;F Civil Law, 
Judicial Counsellor and Barrister. Dear of cite 
Faculty of Law. Tehran University, in May N4G 
appointed Under-Secretary at the Ministry f fiduca- 
Lion. In October 1946, Minister of Education under 
Oavam-us-Saltadch, June 3 947. Deputy for Tehran 
i ji Lhe Ifnh and 17th Majlcs, Member of the Mixed 
Oil C unraiiyaiiEt Member of delegation formed to 
negotiate with the A I.O.C., June 3951. Member 
of del .Ration to Hte Hague. June 1951; accompanied 
Dt. Musaddcq tu the United Nations Security 
Council in October 1451; was again a member of 
the delegation to The Hague in June 1452. Elected 
to the 17th Muj-les for Tehran. Resignttii with 
Musaddeq's other supporters after the " referendum, ,f 
July 3 953, ArrcsiL'd August 1453, after Miisaddcqs 
overthrow. Tried October 1454 and finally 
sentenced to ten years' hard labour. Deprived of 
his professorship. Released and now lives quietly 
in Tehran- 

One of the most fervent supporters of the National 
Front, he scents to suffer from bud nerves; his 
unbalanced fanaticism is to some extern due to his 
state of health. He has views tending strongly to 
feUciw-tr a veiling. Although generally regarded ns 
dishonest he has the reputation of 'being a good 
teacher and still commands considerable respect 
jmofipt many University students, 

141, Slid, Dr. Wli Akhnr 

Born 3S93. Educated in France 19ti and stayed 
in France till the outbreak of the I9|4 war. Took 
a course in pedagogy. Employed as. dragoman and 
Iranian secretary ur rh. French Legation from about 
1917 to April ! L >4|. At the wme time he w,t* 
instructor in psychology and law at the University of 
Tehran; later professor. Went it> Europe 1927 and 
look a further eour.se in France, obtaining a dociorate 
in philosophy. Married die daughter of the late 
Bayat, and so acquired wealth. One of the founders 
of rhe French-sponsored M Young Iranian Club 1 " in 
1923. 

Minister of Education August 1942. Resigned 
from Su ha ill's Cabinet in August I44.i. Minister 
without Portfolio in Rayatis Government 1944, 
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Member of 1 m nun delegation so San Francisco 
Conference March 1945, Visited United Kingdom 
after ihe conference. 

Minister of Education in Hakim is Cabinet Decem¬ 
ber 1947. Minister far Foreign Affairs under Sa’ed, 
Jan nary -February 1950. Leader of Iranian dele¬ 
gations |u various cultural conference*, including 
UNESCO. June 1451 Hector of Tehran University 
from early I'J-Sj until early 1955. Remains Jean 
of the faculty of literature 

An intelligent man with a perfect command of 
French:, Always polite and agreeable to talk to, 
but a “trimmer/* His attitude undoubtedly gave 
the Tudeh Party an excellent, opportunity lo 
infiltrate the University, 

142 . Suhaili. ‘Aft 

Horn about INTO, Educated partly m Russia and 
talks Russian well, also French and a little English. 
In January 1931 was appointed Under-Secretary at 
the Ministry of Roasb und Communications under 
K a/e mi. lia September 1933 hr was transferred to 
[he Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Under-Secretary, 
Minister In London. March !937, Minister for 
Foreign Arfairr. May July te’38, Governor-General 
of Kerman. February 1939. Ambassador, Kabul, 
October 1439. 

Became Prime Minister, faihcr unexpectedly, in 
March 1942, iftcr having been Minister for Foreign 
Muir* in FurughTs Cabinet front September 1941 
His Cabinet fell in July 3 t; 42, partly owing to lack 
■ *f support Irons the Court and ihe army. Again 
Prime Minister on the fall of Queaiii-us-S.iiianeh m 
February 1943. Proved himself a hard worker, but 
carded little weight in the country and hail co 
maintain himself by various " combi nations ” and 
political deals with Musics Deputies. 

WjS tried in February 1948 for illegal inter¬ 
ference in the elections for the 14ih Majles and on 
or her political charges, but was acquitted Minister 
xuhottt Portfolio In Hal,imi's Cabinet. March 1948. 
■3 ppoiii A mb.issador to Ptiris. June 1948, 

Transferred as Ambassador to London. August ] 950. 
Dismissed, December 1951, by Muraddeq. 
Remained in the United Kingdom and Europe until 
September 1953. \gam Ambo/xadot ttt London. 
April 1454, Underwent .i serious operation in the 
London Clinic in 195b, There arc still a feu. people 
who would support him as a candidate for ihe 
premier ship. 

Hard-working ami approachable. Well-disposed 
towards us but an inveterate intriguer, A gambler 
and rfiscr«tlj dishonest. Sot held in much respect 
by his compatriots Connected with TaqiwtJeh and 
Hakim-ul-Mul*. 

His Caucasian wife (there is an Iranian nnc Imm 
.-horn he a* separated! has to be seen to be believed 
she enters into his intrigues as well as apparently 
running some of her own. 


M3. Simiri, Muhmumad 

Born about IS9S. Educated jt the Tehran School 
of Political Science. Served in various Government 
Department:) Has been Judge in the Tehran courts, 
and Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Justice 
Diiccior of the Agricultural Bank. 1942 June 1943. 
Acting Minister of the Interior. January 1944, 
Minister of Interior in Su'cd's Cabinet of August 
1944 ind again m Bayat's Cabinet in November 
I i u June 1945, Hj did wdL bur incurred the dis- 
pleavurc of «he Tudeh Party when he arrested ihe 
worst of The professional lough's of Tehran and 
imprisoned them in Bandar AhhuS, 

Minkier of Justice under lEkimi, December 
1947-June 1 L M8. Elected Senator from Tehran, 
October 1949. Chairman of Administrative Purge 


Ctvmnisaoi], July IU49, but resigned on grounds of 
ill-health, November 1949, Member of Mixed Oil 
Commission, May 1951. Musaddcq, after dissolving 
the Senate in August 1952, offered Surnri the 
Ministry of Interior, lie declined but accepted post 
of Head of Supreme Court which he retained until 
Mujiuddeii fell m August 1953- Rc-appointcd head 
oj the Supreme Court in 1956. 

Business-like and said to be hones), Lacking in 
real initiative, but has it strong reputation for doing 
his duty firmly and without regard to any private 
considerations. 

Speaks 3-Tcnch. 

144, TofcL Dr. ’Abdul llamain 

Born in Triirun about 1911 of a Main family. 
Educated m medicine in England and qualified in 
medicine and surgery after eight years in Birming¬ 
ham and at Guy's Hospital. Heal name is 
Tabalaba'i but not related to Sayycd Zia. Employed 
by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company a£ a doctor, 
1940-42, and smec practising in "Tehran. Elected 
ro ihc 15ih MaJIcs for Nu'in. which lie also repre¬ 
sented in the Constituent Assembly, April !949. 
and in the 16th Majles. Later became Head of 
the Health [Department of ike State Railways. Wilh 
the World Health Organisation in Geneva since 
1953. 

A go-ahead man who seems keen on Ins 
profession, but as a Deputy acquired a reputation 
lor being highly irresponsible. Honest and well 
liked. Married the youngest daughter of Vunuq-ud- 
Dau Ee fa. 


145, 1 jha tab.TE, bay veil Muhammad S&tk-q 

Second son of the Late Sayycd Muhammad 
Tabatuha'i who was a prominent figure in the 
Nationalist movement Of TH)6 to 3 L J10, No 
relation of Suyycd Zia, Born in Tehran about 
1880. Elected to the 3rd and 4th Maj-lca. 
In dost- touch with pro-Germans during the 
lut of 1914 I ft, Emigrated to Turkey in 1916, 
Returned in 1918 and co-operated with Suleiman 
Mira? m forming ihc Socialist Party. During this 
phase he was in close touch with the Soviet 
Embassy. Ambassador to Turkey 1924-27. 

Was more or lass under artest for about ten years 
in Tehran until the fall of R«*u Shall 1941 
Gradually entered political life after that and initiated 
and fostered the WUm (Nation) Parly. 

Head of ihe Election Committee for Tehran 
1943-14, und himself elected Deputy. 

Elected President of the Mth Mnjlcs. An opium 
addict for thirty years, he frequently found it difficult 
to keep awake when he was presiding. 

Unsuccessful candidate for Dchran in elections for 
15th MaJIcs. bui elected from Tehran to the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly, of which he wax elected President 
April 1949. Member of the Regency Council during 
Shah's journey so Europe July 1948. March 3 954, 
elected Sen hut far Tehra n. 

An incorrigible intriguer. His M liberal" idea-, 
are not lo be Ljfcen seriously. He and his 
friends pride themselves on their patriotism 
and ihc pursuit of the middle way between Britain 
and the U.S.S.R, For some reason he ri generally 
regarded as a " national ** figure. Reputation for 
honesty and influential in the bazaar. In bis dotage 
and in ill-health. 

Speaks French. 

14ft. TabafabiT, Sayyed Kiii-ud-Dm 

Bom about 1893 Son of ihe late Sayycd AE: 
Ya;*di T;ihaiab-,j l i, Edited the newspaper ItW 
f Thu Oder 1 in Tehran in 1915 3 6, Played a con¬ 
siderable political rote in 1917-3 8, Sent to Baku 
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by 3 usuq-ud-Dsulch in 1919 as Iranian representa¬ 
tive to Caucasian AAirbaijan. While in Baku he 
issued a long statement entitled “A New Epoch 
in ths: History of Iran," a spirited defence of the 
Anglo-Iram jo Agreement of 1919 which* although 
it had not been rati tied by the Majles, he 
endeavoured to bring into force when he became 
Prime Minister. Returned to Tehran m May 1920. 
Carried out coup dElat with the help of Rem Khan 
and the Cossack Brigade in February 1923. and 
seized power. Appointed Prime Minister with full 
powers by Ahmad Shah on March t. 1921. and 
effected numerous arrests, particularly amongst the 
ruling classes. His reforms were too radical for 
the country and the lime, and he felt from power 
in J une, tlccriig the country. 

In 1942, having by ihat lime developed a very 
prosperous farm near Gaza in Palestine, tie hcgari 
to think of reluming ro Iran. Muzaffir Firu^ 
began with great energy and indiscretion lo run a 
newspaper campaign in his favour in Tehran, and 
quite a number at Deputies in ihc 13th Majles 
seem to have fa vow red his return. "Ihc Russians 
and she Shall, however, were steadfastK opposed 
lo it. the latter through fear that the Sayycd 
might became a dictator. However, he returned 
to Fchi-.iri m September 1943, and was elected to 
the 14th Mujlo from Vezd. Caused annoyance by 
imusting on wearing a woollen hat of Caucasian 
style, and alienated ^nmc of his fncuds by an 
c.pnsaranee of stubbornness and obsiinucy. 

Founded a pubiici? I party which in the summer 
of 1445 was officially launched under the name of 
ferudi'h-o-Wc'fU tNational Will), V.'j^ ihe particular 
bugEicjr of ihc Tudch und the Russians, who never 
tired of vilifying him as ihe arch-enemy of his country 
mid the principal tool in [ran of imperialists and 
reactionuries.. iSorac of ilos propaganda has s,n..; 
During the near-panic which prevailed in Tehran 
in November-December 1945, as a result of the 
approach of the Azerbaijani Democrats towards 
Qazviri. many leading politicians and Deputies began 
seriously 10 consider that Sayycd /in should be 
exited from Iran as n sop ?c> the Russians, 

His continued opposition to Oavam-un-Saltaneh's 
pro-Soviet ganihits in she beginning of 3946 resulted 
in his arrest and imprisonment, hut Eater he 
was released Early in 1948 the Shah t He J with¬ 
out success to enlist his support for his project of 
eorisiitiuiwi J reform. Thereafter Coun and Govern- 
mcaii circles evinced great hostility towards hi in and 
lie was widely accused of disloyalty wcid even t:f pro- 
Snvici sympathies. There was. however, no concrete 
evidence to support these charges. On the other 
hand, Sayycd Zta was known to have criticised the 
ShelTs " uncooititutional " behaviour. But he 
remained I irmly opposed to communism and the 
Russians in general. 

After 1 ho attempt on the Shah's Life in February 
1949 he made his peace widi Mss Majicsiy and has 
seen h’lni regularlv since, On ihe resignation of 
'Ala., \pril 1951, the Shah agreed to lik appointmem 
but the Majles unexpectedly gave a "vote of 
invl I nation " 10 Musaddeq. Was one of the first 
tn t ke up opposition to Musaddeq in summer of 
1951 and for a time seemed a likely successor to 
lorn Bui, in view' ol ihe Shahs discouraging 
attitude Sayycd Zia felt obliged to withdraw into 
semi-retirement on l?is farm north of Tehmn. where 
he has kept himself very well Informed through his 
many loyal friends in various walks of life, v isited 
S‘iutl: 3 t' dti.i 1 rhe uiv-iaEton of Kim; Saud in id5ft. 

Scrupulously honest, religious, widely read and 
travelled, of active habits jikI praclical outlm?k. 
Sayjed /l.i-uJ-Ditj in an unusw,! Iranian and an 
impressive man. Patriotic, courageous and a 
genuine reformer, Originally a journalist hy pro¬ 
fession he has become u successful and progressive 
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farmer. His main faults arc obstinacy and 
impatience of irtiicism, which veeru to have mellowed 
somewhat; and he has not always made a wj.se 
choice of collaborator. He spenks English. French, 
Arabic, Turkish and Turki. 

Confident that he could make a good start at 
pun mg Iran on its feel, bu( neither a supplicant 
nor a candidate in the ordinary vense for the 
premiership. He is aware that the Shah would base 
to be in difficult oralis before Idling him be Prime 
Minister on (he lernis which ihc Sayycd would 
consider necessary, ihc Americans do not favour 
him as a candidate for ihc premiership, 


147, J iiheri. I>r, Hidl 

Bom at Yeid about 3 888. Son of a mullah. 
Formerly u landowner and proprietor of various 
concerns at Yezd, A great rival of ihc Navvab 
family of Yezd. Elected lo the Millies on various 
occasions, Served cm (he Committee of the Anglo- 
Iranian Relief Fund. 1943, and wax helpful m pr«- 
viding local knowledge. Was largely responsible for 
ihe Success of Sayycd Ziii-ud-EUiVi in the \'ezdi 
elections of 1943. thereby incurring the dislike and 
(Sisiru^t oF ihe Shah. 

Arrested November 1946 for political activities 
aguiiKt Oavani-us-Saltaneh. Released February 
3 947. Appointed Minister without Portfolio under 
Sa'cd November 1948. Resigned September l^aq, 
to stand for the 16th Majles, to which lie was elected 
from Ytvd Supportvxl Musaddeq m 161 h Majles 
in order to Closure his own re-dcction in I7ih. Sri 
July 1453. after many other Deputies had resigned 
in supp*?rr of Musuddcq's dissolution of the Majles 
following ihe so-called referendum, he also resigned. 
Did not siurid for I Sill Mujlcs, but stood unsuccess¬ 
fully for ihc Senate- at Vezd in March 1954, Now 
an old m;sn. His son, an American-trained doctor, 
was elected to the |9ih Majles in 1^5^ for ^'cyd. 

Though very slow in speech and manner he is 
extremely astute and has a profound knowledge of 
his colleagues und particularly of their weak points. 
Though patriotic he would not allow his patriotism 
to interfere unduly with Ins personal interests irt 
Yezd. He has a congenital aversion to the obvious 
course and delights to achieve Ins objectives by 
devious means through (he agency of others. Was 
regarded as a mouthpiece of the British Embassy, 


14H, (akqa.DE, Khalit, I ngjbovr i \(uhamit$) 

Born in Tehran. 3 93 3, son of a Government 
official. At American school* In Tehran und Tabriz 
mid luicr at ihc American College, Tehran, In 
1933 VTon. an A.I.O.C. scholarship 10 Birmingham 
University, where he graduated in civil v-ngineenng 
in 1937. Further engineering experience in the 
United Kingdom, including construction work on 
ihe Waterloo Bridge, 

E.irly 1939 returned to Tehran and did hi.? military 
service as an engineer, Chen worked for various 
construction enterprises, until 194$. when he became 
technical director of ihe Irrigation Company of 
Gulpay cyan. ,i Slate concern, IX L cember 3951 
.luppin.cd Minister of \griculture by Mu^ddcq and 
again in July I ,!l 52 in MuvaddctjN new Government. 
Resigned in March I95 1 

In October 1953 given a senior post in the United 
Statcx Point Four, and in February 1954 apjwinieU 
be Z??hcd;i ma nay Eng director of ihe Karaj Dam 
\uthoriiy. October rX'c;mhcr 1954 in Washington 
negotiating a United Stales Eximbunk lean. Made 
■ i M special adviser ” to Zahedi in early 1955. April 
1955 appoinlL’d Minister <'f Acriciilture under Alii 
and Minister without Portfolio and with special! 
re-jponjabdit'. for ihu Karaj vdieme in 195ft. 

a 
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A good reputation for honesty. and a reformer. 
Capas].- ,ntd balanced. Parrioik with some tendency 
to muionalism, WetMiked, Although regarded by 
some pro-American he makes a point of being 

on good terms with u$ us well. 

A teen sporuman. Speak* very food Eo^iisb. 
H.i% an atiraaiivc Iranian wife, 


149. rtqbidch, Sayyed Hasan 

Born in, Tabriz about 1880, the son of a small 
preacher. He was educated in his native town, 
where he showed great eagerness to acquire know¬ 
ledge Connected with the Nationalist movement 
in Per;ia from early youth, He was .deeted to the 
Kt term of the Majtes and was, cine of its most 
promintat members. 

In the ch mp J r £uif of I90g Taqizadeh took refuse 
in liis Majesty’$ Legation and us a condition of hit 
amnesty went tn the united Kingdom Returned late 
IWK and played prominent part in 2nd Majks 
Elected to 3rd and -Sth Majlcs in absentia. He 
stayed tn Europe and America, during the whole 
period from 1914 to 3^23 and was (or years in Berlin, 
where he edited ,i papei- called Koveh He negotiated 
She lrartd’Sovfct Commcrcij] Treaty in Moscow in 
February 1921, and finally reamed to Persia in 
1924. Member of ?sh and 6th Majks, Appointed 
Governor-General of Khurasan in Janu.iry 1928; lie 
•vas r’cTI-'J in May and became Iranian Minister 
in London until April I930, when he returned ip 
Iran and became Minister or Roads and Con-- 
niunicutians. En August 1930 he was appointed 
Minister of Finance in addition. 

Taqizudeh fell from grace in September 1933, far 
reasons which arc obscure. The Shah is said to have 
suspected him of intrigue with Majks members in 
connexion w ith the purchase of gold. He was. how¬ 
ever. :>oOn rc-cmployed as minister in Paris. 

In 193b became Jo-tuner in Persian at London 
University, First Minister (1*41-441 and then 
Ambassador (J944-491 in London. Headed Iranian 
Delegation to the United Nations in London in 
January 3946 and ably presented the Iranian ease 
when the Security Council considered the Ira no- 
Russian dispute about Azarbuijait. 

Elected Deputy for Tuhri? in 15th Majlcs. 

In a speech in the Majks ip January 1949 he said 
dial he signed the 19JJ A,1,0,C, Concession under 
emphatic orders from Ren Shah and against his 
better judgment This helped to provoke the 
Lemand for its revidem 

Elected ‘Sen-;-,or from Tehran Deliver 1949 ami 
President of the Senate on Us inauguration m 
February 1950, Re elected President, April 1951 
and April 1952. June 195-4. ejected Senator for 
Tabriz Absented himself from the vote on the [954 
oil agreement April pi;; elected Preside^ of the 
Senate wrih many jbciciHiutu. 

He is married to a German and talks German 
iluent]y, He speaks English and Trench reyipnablv 
well. 

There are now few i rates, of the lire-eater of the 
early 1900"* and Taqizadeh h now noted for bis 
? we n't caution. Has a scholarly bent anil much 
charm. His political! "group" 'AHt'iyun includes 
Hakim-uE-MuLk and Dr. Tuhen. 


150. Trhruni, Say veil Julitl-ucl-Din 

Born r. IN96. Higher education in Belgium 
followed by practise of astronomy, A famous 
astronomer amj nslrolagzr who first appeared On the 
political scene when Ite became Minuter without 
Portfolio under Qavam-uwSdtanch just before the 
bitter’s fall November-December. |947. Successful 
in first stage of Senate elections in Tehran October 


1949. Minister without Portfolio under Sa’etl 
November 1949, Transferred to Posts. Telegraphs 
and Telephones January 1950 and retained under 
Mansur, April June 1950. Appointed guardian of 
Meshed Shrine, June 1951. Governor-General of 
Khurasan, OcTob.iT 195C February 1952. Septem¬ 
ber 1953, appointed minister to Belgium. 

IntcHigcnt even if a little unbalanced. Close to 
the Shah. Reputation for honesty ■ Apparently a 
1 1 mi believer ]n the myth of British omnipotence 
and Lurmisciervic in Iranian affairs. Belgian wife. 


151* Yukifi, *A H 

Bom in Tehran about 1S94. A prosperous Tehran 
business man. He has held seals on Tehran 
Municipal Council and in Tehran Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, lie was Deputy for Tehran in the l(hh 
and in the 15th Majks. Attended MOSCOW 
Economic Conference in April 1952. Eke red 
Senator for Tehran in March 1954. 

Cntij he suffered u heart attack in 1956. be was 
an active, resourceful and enterprising man with 
a linger irt many pies. He is shrewd and tends to 
work behind the scenes, Musi of his business is 
wiLti i iiited Kingdom manufacturers attd lie has 
supported British interests fairly wdL Friendly, 
His reputes mu is not as bad as that of some other 
merchants, Mich js Nik,pur. Close friend of Genet:-! 
Zahedi’s. Speaks good I■'ranch and sonic English, 


152. ' 5|iM»Kir, Atml-Futh, k.R.L, Jk-.tnnai.ULl- 
Itaulrfi) 

Bum ;ib:nii 1835. A member of she Tabaiaba'i 
family of Tabriz and a step-brother of Dr. 
Mu&addeqV A chamberlain of Muzatfar-ud-Diri 
Shah, Private Secretary to Muhammad AM Shah 
la.fore lie cume in the throne, and until 1909, An 
open enemy of the Nationalists. Governor of 
Rc.-.hl in I“j E5. Minister of War 1916-(7, Governor 
of Kerman 19] 8 19. Ijjs help to the Br-ii-h in 
J^ 14— IS w.ir earned him a K.R.F, Minister of 
tbf Interior 1920. Imprisoned by Sayyed Zia. 
Governor-General of Khurasan May 1924: resigned 
the next year owing to differences wiifi the military 
authorities. 

Attained an appoinimetti as a kind of clmm her! a in 
.it die court in 1943 Appointed Governar-CIenersiL 
Astiirbaijan, April 1949, Represented Tabriz in 
Constituent Assembly 1949 Senator for Went 
Vzarbaijan February 1&59. and for Tabriz March 
1954, 

Has owned targe properties near Tabriz, but has 
spent most of his substance. He is a heavy gambler. 
An old-timer, not much respected and with a repula- 
lion for dishonesty who hangs around the Shah’s 
Court- Speaks French 


153, Tfinsteb, Muhammad. *Ali 
Bom c. IH9Q, An official of she Ministry of 
Firumec for many years. l.aLer Under-Secret ary to 
ihc Ministry of the Interior and in 1942 was trans¬ 
ferred to the Ministry of Finance, 1944,46 
Gorernor-Ciener.il of Isfahan, Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs in Hukimi's Cabinet December 1947- 
Junc I94&, Joined Horhir’s Cabinet u$ Minister of 
Finance September November I94S, Govemof- 
General, Kerman, August 1949 February 1950. 
Minister of Health under Mansur April 1950, bul 
Uunsfemed to the Ministry of Finance Eater the same 
month, Resigned shortly before fait of Cabinet 
June 1950, 
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Minister of I inance under Ala. March 1953, and 
continued irt same olUce under Musaddeq May 1951. 
Led ihe liaman liekgalion to the A,l.O,C, negotia¬ 
tions June 1951 and to the blokes ncgotialtans in 
August 1951, Resigned from Muiiiiry of FinuiKM 
end of 1951. bui returned Marcli 1952 unlil Septem¬ 
ber 1952. November 1952-March 1953. Governor- 
General af Fats, Appointed Senator fur Tehran, 
March HJ54. Absented himself from she vote an 
the 1954 oil agreement, 

A man of weak character and Link imKiociw, 
UnimuginaLivo and ohvtinale. 


154- \'a, jij, Adruud. Majjar-Gtncral: [JCurJdjJi^uH 

Born ES99 and had military training at St. Cyr. 
joiiicd the army in J925:. in command at Meshed in 
1945: Depot h Minister of War in 1951. and again in 
1952 (when Musnddiai held the portfolios. Head 
of the Gendarmerie in 1951 and Commander of the 
Military College in 1952, Led military mission to 
United States in Lite 1953: made Minister of War 
in 3956, 

Quid, conscientious and fairlv efTident, Believed 
to be strongly anti-Russian and certainly suppressed 
subversive activity while at Meshed with hrmness. 
]> well liked and parlicularEy highly regarded b^ the 
\merivans- He is. however, overshadowed in his 
appointment by General Abdullah Hvduyui. the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of St.iff, his senior 
officer, who also enjoys the privileges of ministerial 
rank, 

Speak:. French arid English. 


155. Yudin Pariah. Mimewi. Central ^Stpahiml) 

Burn about l#9E: son of Mirzu All Akbur, a 
small shopkeeper in the village of Sanrdashl- In 
1907 he entered the Cossack Cadet School, Received 
his commission m 1912. showed strong pro-Russian 
sympathies, and consequently gained rapid promo 
tu.in. Made lieuicrmmi-Lolonel in 1°19 and cokmd 
in 1920, Daring the whole of lus service he was 
inUnmte with Rcza Khan, und actompanted him 
on the march to Tehran in February 3921, which 
culminated En the coup tT fans Was promoted 
general and given command of the Central Division. 

Inspector of Infantry in |9J2 Commandant of 
Tehran Cadet College. 1933. 

On the fall of Reza Shah he became Chief of 
the General .S,(atl and worked as j loyal supporter 
of (he yoang Shall. 

Appointed adjuianf-general to die Shah autumn 
E94.3, a pasi he st«H retains. Member of ih> Irano- 
Sovict Cultural Relations Committee February 1^44. 

Leader of mi It I ary ccmtlngcm chosen to represent 
Iran at Victory Parade in London. June 1946. 
Minister or War in Hakimis Cabinei December 
1947-June 19J3; Minister of Roads under Sued. 
September 1949; accompanit?d the Shah io the 
United States November-Dceesnbcr 1949; transferred 
to Ministry of War January )950. ,md retained tins 
pti^i under Mansur April—June 1950. Then Head 
of the Shah's, military seaeturiat and I utter \ 
Ad)Utant-General until May 3951 , when, he became 
Minister of War untEct \1usiuEdeq, Dropped in 
July E9y2. when Musaddeq re-formed his Cabinet. 
Then returned to his jjabs at the Court. October 
1953, relinquished the mihiarj secretariat post to 
General Gi! uishah. Remains .Vdjuiuttl'General (o 
the Shah, 

He is aciive. relatively honest, genial and staunchly 
patriotic, but rather stupid, supporting Musaddeq ul 
Court few well o(cr it year. Full of his own 
importance, tielieved to be an opium-smoker. 

Speaks French Russian and has j Russian 
wife. 


156, \ a/di. Dr. 

liarn about E90O. son of an influential political 
MuJLa of Tehran Educated first in Tehran and 
then studied medicine in Germany, where he is 
reported to have joined the Communist Party, Often 
r£presented Tudcb workers in negotiations between 
them and Llteir cm plovers. In earlj 1946 made 
a tour of the --outli and south-east in an effort 
to whip up Tudeh support and was responsible in 
large measure for the troubles irt Isfahan in April 
of that year. A member of i he Directing Committee 
of the Ruvte-Lranian Cultural Relations Society. 
|94h. Minister kh" Health under Qavarti-us-Saltaiieh 
in August Oadber 194*, when lie used hi» position 
to fill important posts in the Ministry with Tudeh 
members and sympathisers, 

After the attempt on the ShahV Life he wi;s iried 
with "iher fudeh Icadcr.s .tnd sentenced to live years" 
solitary confinement April 1949, Escaped with other 
Tudeh leaders December 195t>. Member of the 
Central Committee of the Tudcb Party. Attested in 
L955 ,md sentenced to death. The sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment apparently .i^ ch^ 
result of Sayyed Zia’s intercession with the Shall. 

Considered :t gewi doctor and has a reputation 
fur honesty imd firmness of character 


157, ZahrdL, F«*aMh <Raslr-e-DEvia) 4 General 

iSt’puJibUii^ 

Burn in Hamad an abt>ul 135*90. His father was 
for many years in Charge of the late Naser-ul-Mulk's 
pmp.-rty al Hamadan. Joined the Const i tut tonal 
movement and was wounded. Joined the Cossacks 
and thus came into contact with Rem Khan, hjiCIlt 
whom he served. Commanded the troops at Slin.ir 
in 1922, In 1924 commanded the troops sent to 
Khuzisian, and helped to arreit the Sheikh of 
Mali a i timer, ih in 1925, Transferred to Reshj in 
1926. where he commanded the \onhern Inilepen- 
dciit Hrigade. R ecu! led to Teh ran Deeemher (92S 
Cornmurded the Road Guards 1929. Arrested and 
degraded for neglect of duty in 1929. Soon after hr 
wns pardoned and reinstated. Chief of Police I93L 
Relieved of this post after a few months owing to 
the useape of some prisoners from prison. Dismissed 
Irani the army in 1951, Turned hss attcruion to 
business anti became .i partner in the " Ky/.adema ,r 
Ford ngcncy, Reinstated in she rank, of general 1932 
and made aide-de-camp to the Shah, 

Commanded troops at tifahau 1992. and gradually 
took charge of all Eocut departments of Government; 
proof was found that he was working with the 
Germans, and he was arrested by British troops und 
uken out of Iran tn ihe autumn of 1942, Released 
in 1945, Appointed Inspector of the Forces <>f the 
South. July ri-Ud. Placed on the retired list JuLte 
1949, Successful in Jirst stage of Senate elections in 
Hamndan autumn 1949, Appointed CTiicf of Police 
November 194 13 . Atrpoinlea Senator for Hamadm 
February 1950 while remaining Chivf ol Police. 
Forced to resign from this post May L950, largely 
owing in the activities of Rumara, Chief of thi.* 
General Stflff- 

Mnmter erf the Inlctktf April-August 3951. In 
Auituht 1952, Arongly cmitiscd Musaddefl in the 
Senate, irfabcili then iwk bast in the Mnjlcs ami 
again in Jub 1953. In Augurt L953. appointed 
Prime M mister by the Shah. His tirst alt cm pi lo 
dews; Mtitnddeq failed, bui a few days Juter 
Murdad) he w r «> ^wepl into power by a popular 
uprising in favour of the Shah. 

By March E955 it was Gear that the Shah wanted 
lo remove Zahtdi from ihe premiership. Serious 
differences with Abul Hfauit Ebtehaj, Head of the 
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Sevtti-Year Plan; a heavy swell of corruption around 
Zahcdn; and ihe latter's indifferent health provided 
Si rang grounds. After considerable persuasion 
Zahedt left the country m April 1955 for medical 
treat mem and. although he had nut in so many 
words offered his resignation, wis replaced by Ala, 
Returned in autumn I95fi for the betrothal of 
Princes’- ShiilmaJ with his son Artieshir. 

More of a politician than .1 soldier, but not 
lulliciently sensitive to political fading. Not par¬ 
ticularly intelligent and rather stubborn. Has a long 
record of dishonesty. Being capable tif generosity 
Jw was not unpopular wiiti the troops under Ins 
command. As Chief of Police showed himself 
active and enterprising and gained a certain 
popularity. Pleasure -loving and a womaniser. 
Courageous, and loyal to his friends and supporters 
to a point where his loyally scrtously complicated 
his problems as Prime Minister* particularly because 
of ihe corruption practised by a number of them. 

In •pile of his faults he succeeded, us few other 
Persians probably would, in restoring order and 
stability in the chaos left by Musaddcq, re¬ 
establish] tig friendly relations with ihe Western 
Powers (including resumption of diplomatic relations 
with the United Kingdom} and in carrying the l l >54 
negotiations with the oil consortium through to a 
reasonable conclusion. Firmness and prestige were 
his strong points. He .ilso hud ihe good sense to 
pick men of ihe calibre of Abdullah tin cram and 
Alt Amini for Ihe key posts of Foreign Allaire and 
Finance respectively, and to let them gci on with 
their jobs. 


15ft. ^.and. Kbrahim 

Bofn about I 890. Educated at the Cadet College 
,n Sr. Petersburg studied law in France 

Towards (he end of the 1914-1S war became an 
active member of the Puny in Azerbaijan, 

and in 1919 became a member of the short-lived 
Azerbaijan Government. After its fall he went 
back to Fnam* being filler employed in the Ministry 
<9 Justice and (fie Ministry of Finance, In 19?8 
became a member of the Ward of the National 
Bank, On the appointment of A. H. Eblchaj as 
governor he left the bunk and was employed at Court 
as Comptroller of ihe Royal Accounts. Minister 
of War in SuhailFs third Cabinet. December 1947 
Minister of War in Sued A Cabinets March and 
April 14H in Bay at \ Cabinet November 1944. 
Hakimt's Cabinet May 394?-. and Sadr's Cabinet 
June 1*445. Governor-Genera I, Isfahan. January 
(0441 February 1950. Minister of the Interior till 
appointed Governor-General of Azerbaijan in April 
(950, Replaced I'ibtiheij as governor of he National 
r *: ■ 1 ' ijjfj 3 H50, A Fib ! ’ -a dor tv Turkey Aui: u st 
1951 until Siiv appointment in October 1953 a$ 
Arnhas+ii-Uu to Italy. 195b became Governor- 
General of A*arbaJJan. 

Suffafr from ill-health ami has made frequent trip* 
to Palesbrw for treatment A patriotic nan with 
4 background of military (raining of the Russia 

Tsarist day* Had sound ideas about eliminating 
corruption in the army but lucked courage to enforce 
his will. This bore out his general reputation for 
being honesi hot not a very capable administrator. 

Married to the sister of Farajutlah Bahraini. 
Speak* Rus-hin extremely well, probably better than 
Persian, One of his daughters is married to Prince 
Abdur Rezii, 


159. /aiijiim'k Dr, Ahinitd Ebribfaa 

Bom c 1909 Director of Industrial and Mining 
Bank ind for a lime managing director of (his 
Bank. A member of the Iran Party, He had been 


connected with the Planning Organisation of the 
Seven-Year Plan for some lime before being 
appointed a member of the Council of the Plan on 
in. creation in May 1944. Resigned to become 
Minister of P.TT. under T A|a„ April 1951. 
Managing-Director of Plan Organisation under 
Musaddee. May 3^!. until Salieris overthrow in 
August, 1953, when Zangnnch was gaoled by 
Zuhedi. Released in November 1953. when he 
joined a commercial firm. 

Has shown keen interest in economic development 
schemes but apparently has not very much drive. 
Well-educated bus more theoretical than practical. 
Left-wing tendencies like tuber members of the Iran 
Pari} 1 , A bit slippery. 


m Zartn-kafsh. 'All Asghar 

Born about I£65* of a Tehran family of Kurdish 
descent, Educated at the Political School sn Tehran. 
Served in the Foreign Ministry, at Washington anil 
m ike Ministries of Justice and In.crior 

Proceeded (o England as commissioner of the 
Iranian Government with (he An do-Irani an Oil 
Company in December 1933, with his wife ;ind iwo 
children. Honorary counsel (or 10 (he lepaitcm in 
London mi. 

Returned to Iran December 1940. Under- 
Secretary a( the Ministry of Juslice from 1941. In 
1943 w&s Acting Minister for a short time. Minister 
of Finance 1944, Appointed chairman, industrial 
and Mining Bank, February 3 948 Replaced 
towards the end Of the year, i'n 1950. on his return 
to Iran from England, where he hud a serious 
Operation, was appointed to the supervisory board 
for the Seven-Year Plan, remaining there until 
J ‘.nuar, 1955. Holds no official position now. 

Speaks English and French,, 

Zarin-Kafsh is honest and socially most pleasant. 
Has always been friendly and helpful. In 1945 he 
joined Sayycd Zia’s FraJcti-c-MdU Party and has 
a very hit'll regard for the Sayycd- lias 1 . good 
reputation Generally. 


I hi, Zarsihum, Al Miliar. Brigsulii-r-l'icncrul (Sar rip) 
Bom e\ 1909. Tehran Educated in Tehran and 
graduated from Military College. Had a vear in (he 
Military Academy and (hen enjoyed steady pro¬ 
mo! on from E934 (0 3955, when he reached the rank 
of general. Head of the 4ih Bureau of the General 
Staff, J947. and the 3rd Bureau in 1948. Held com¬ 
mand of an infantry regiment ai M.iku 1 '>50, of the 
Pahlavi regiment of flic 1st Division 5951. ami of the 
M ib..had brigade In 1953. Was given an appoint- 
m t• in ri- War Minftuy b;, Mu&iddaq bur retained 
He confidence of the Shah from whom hv received 
Ihe f iisnui-yunfnr Order, Grade II, in Ipte 1954 In 
195(5 he was appointed Director of C a stoma and did 
an excellent and forceful administrative job in 
clearing bottleneck.* in (he port of Khorramshahr, 


Mt2, /idfaqari. Muhammad 

Rom in Zcujiin in 1890, of AVad-mJ-Duulfh. 
tX'pniy for Zen j an in 13th. I4ih. 15th and I6(h 
Majles. and in the Constituent Assembly of April 
1949. Appointed Governor-Gencrail of Isfahan id 
June 3955. Well-known landowner or Zen j an. In 
14m Majlcs belonged to A Sadi group, but also kepi 
in with the Tafocri group, liii younger brother. 
N.tser Zulfaquri. was appointed Purlianicntmy 
Urtder-Sccrclnry in Prime Minister Al,l in 1955. 

Extremely amiable and regarded by the United 
Spates Consul in Isfahan as being more effective than 
he looks, A crony of the Shah. 
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IRAN: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd. {Received July 10) 


t No, 11. Confidential! Tehran, 

Sir, July /, 1957. 

With rei'crc.Qce 10 my despatch No. 76 
of the (st of July, 1956. I have the honour 
to transmit herewith my report on Heads of 
Missions in Tehran for 3957. 

I have, &c. 

R, B. STEVENS. 


E 31 closure 

Iran: lltuidv uf |‘om<>n ;VILsiinits 

■PuSiuges muil.iij ‘jtjJl aci asterisk arc reproduced 
from previous rcpi’rts.p 

Vf^banittan 

C burr • d’Afraircs. u t Mr. Muluniimad Y-unOs 
Khan, First Secretory since June 17, 1952, £ 'narg-' 
(TAfiai'csi frooi Jonujuy 20. 1957, 

A somewhat tad turn., retiring character who 
improves 4 little on acquaintance. 

Ardent inc 

M.nistcr: Icrcc Gullcn Ayersta fAugust 9. |9S^]. 
\ jcion of dd ArgcLilinc aristocracy tsudi as 
it HLis: 1 and a dug out by ihe presem Gu.urnmen! 
aft?r many years in protective Custody under Pcrdn, 
Softer Cuflen provides an unusual vision c£ the New- 
World, He wear.-, a stubbly K'ard winch gives him 
h Certain rCscmbl-mci? 10 Nicolas II of Russia whose 
coins he Carries in his pMCkft. Most of his colleague*, 
not without reu;on,, refuse to take him seriously. 
In English and French, although he speaks tunic well, 
lie is a crashing here, It is only in Spanish and on 
lbe subject of Argentina that he really eome.v to lift*. 

A u slrin 

Minister: Erich Riclka-Karltreii (June 23, 1^521- 
*A career official who lias recently served m the 
Mini sirs at Vienna urd was previously at Cairo. 
Friendly, and apparently well disposed, He speaks 
fair English and excellent French Normally 
resident ;-:r Ankara (Written m 1952.) 

•Visits Tehran from lime to time, Slakes, a 
favourable impression 

‘Mr. Eiigen F Buvesch now resides in Tehran uv 
Counsellor and Charge d'Affaires* haviny arrived at 
die Liuf of I * J 55 He is married to a daughter of 
Allan Dulles (head of ihe Untied. Stotts Centro! 
I ntelligence Agency} and niece of John Foster Dulka, 
They are a pleasant couple, she being perhaps ihe 
more effective of ihe two. He caste here from New 
York (Written in I95G.) 

Mr. Bure sc h is quite active, both socially and 
kommereially He and his wife are undaunted 
travellers, 

Belgium 

Minister: Paul Bihin (U.srvli lb. I95ru, 

* Born 1911. Diurior of l.jw at Bntvscb University. 
Followed 1 be lec.«l profession. During the war he 

1S942 19 51941 


worked for the fielgun Government m London ai 
a member of the Prime Minister's office. In I94& he 
joined the diplomatic smicc as Counsellor. Served 
as Belgian represeat^Livi 1 on The United Nations 
Commission for Iiuloflest&. then at the Ministry of 
Foreign Allan-*, and. 1954 55. on the peruument 
Belgian Delegation 10 the United Nations in New 
York, He is a bachelor, He is citremeK shy but 
iricrgelu'. agreeable and with an enquiring mind. Hs* 
travels extensively, by je^p. (Written in 1956.) 

Brazil 

Minister: Antonio MendcS Vl.mn.s (April 26. 
19541, 

‘Bs^m 190'S. Educated at ill* Law Faculty in 
Rio dc Janeiro. A career mem Ik r of ihe BraziUatt 
Foreign Service vince 194S, Jiis last post having been 
Cnns.u1.Gene 1 ,l 3 :it Antwero. W r as Brazilian, delegate 
or the United Nations Commission of Enquiry on 
(he Balkan* in 1947. (W'ritlen in 19y -!.) 

♦Although he resemble» a grossly in Haled toad, he 
ts noi without chanin and has cultivated !a.ste&. He 
speaki eKcdlcrtl French. (Written in 1955.) *His 
wife is usually absent. In her absence there is ample 
ton-olation. including an imported Sw miitnu- 
v*ho j.s ofieii to be seen with him at parties, 

*He knows his way around, but lias a malicious 
umgue. -ind is cordially disliked by some of his 
cdleagues. (Written m 1956,1 

‘S Eic charm has well tiiph evtipinfaleiJ, and " sonic " 
of his colleagues should now read “ most " He is 
tv in* moved m July to (according to his own Press 
blurt 1 j post wortEiv of his great abilities: the 
situation is as yet unidentified, 

China (NahonulM) 

Ambiiisador: Nan-Ju-Wu, (March 14. I95h.) 

We iiavc no offfewl relations with ihis Mission, but 
he ret mv pleasant enough to meet, ami has art 
agreeable wife, 

c ’itch ns [<,iviikd4i 

Minister: Dr, Jindridt Stoida (l)cccnl(vr (. 195M. 

A former eheitiical es)ginacr wlio looks like a 
German university profan-scw. -Spent sis nicnihs in 
Hampstead learning English before being appointed 
to this hts find diplomatic pest. He formerly held 
a position as a junior Minister in (he Czech 
fiosernment. 

In happier time* 1 think he would mu'.e quite a 
pleasant :ind even reliahjc colleague. 

Denmark 

Minister: A-vel Kaspar Frederick Sp^ron-Fiedler 
(October 14. 1947), 

•Before Lomicic to Iran, he wav for many years 
C’onsul-fieneral in San Francisco and had obviously 
taken root Lliere. He is meticulously formal and 
precise, except when drink takes him. but hospitable 
and kindly Mme. Sporon-Fiedler. though vague, is 
agreeable, (Written irt 1951.) Roth speak gotni 
Eddish and arc extremely friendb (Written in 
1954,3 
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Tne,. are Icavisig shortly, jfiei twenty-five years 
-=hro.id lie i> Kuiv .,,.t!v ;o eke oh: 1 .• last vuger. 
of his career jin liL.t in: l!- 4 m.T v: m thu? l-oreren Office 
tn Copenhagen 

£©p* 

CSinfjrc d'Alfiiiiiii, nj.. Mohamed Khair EI-Djh 
X ti&Kir- First Secretary. 

Son of a general, now retji^tJ, who bad a pros¬ 
perous contracting business in Cairo and built one 
of the Royal villas on the Mena Road. A cEtrecr 
diplomatist., behaved 10 he not over-happy m present 
circumstances, 

Elhiupll 

Minister; Ras. Iniru Haile Selassie (January 4 
1956), 

Resident in New Delhi 

Finland 

Minister; Bruno Rafael Kiviki^ki (November ID, 

Resident in Ankara, 

France 

Ambassador: Henri Roux (March 11. 1957), 

13 m l 1 " '. i -a tend the French Foreign Sc." Lo 
m 192ft, Served before Hie war in the French High 
t'omirtivsyriiLt iri Syria and at Ankara Posted to 
Sofia m J940 suit remained there until his return to 
the Quay d'Orvo in 1945 as assistant head of the 
Eastern European Department, 1947. Charge 

J'Affyires irt New Delhi and made Minister in Kabul 
later in the wme year (raised to Ambassador in 
I l - ) '1 L| i- 1950, Ambassador in Addis Ahabu. 

Rc;«med to the Quay d'Ofsay in 1^5? m- Dirccfcur 
d'Afrique /Levant According to Her Majesty's 
Embassy m Ptvrin he wras » good deal absent from 
his post owing to bronchial trouble. 

Has a minute Spanish wife, formerly a dancer 

He is u pleasant, quiet man who conceal* con¬ 
siderable intericclual ability under a very modest 
exterior. Both he and hit wife are cood additions jo 
the (’orps 

Ciomam (Federal Republic) 

Amha-s-dor Dr. Lute Giclfcimnwr (Juc< 20. 
19551, formerly Minister (October l r 19S3-). 

•More of a bank official than u diplomat and 
consequently scans always a little Inst. Worked f.n 
j nun her of tears before the war in Iran. wiUi the 
Bml Me Hi (Kcrmarishnh 1949 14; then r ,m £ , 
.jnd fchfwi, returning to Germany in I93S.J 

SjH'aks Persian tnd fair English and h a riuJcri! 
of Persian history Is said to have a good ;inii-X ;.^3 
record, Hi< wife is a typical German htuisfrtui. 
(Written in 1954.1 

‘He lias a pleasant personality and knows a great 
deal about this country. Hn standing with the 
Iranians is high and I think that the remark above 
about his being “a little lost " should he revised |o 
read ' more interested in the realities of his work 
here Shan m its sucal m:i tiiFcKE.il inn*.'* + (Written in 
1956-) 

Was very rll Iasi year and hence out of dmdatmn 
si lot of the time. 


Greece 

Minister; Jean Callcrgj* (November 10, i s (54i, 
Redden l in Ankara 


Holy See 

( ha r e j d‘Alfa ires: Mgr. Lino Zanmi rMsrch 15 
1957). 

An impressive figure, pleasanter and lt>s 
'inaiieatl than his predecessor. 


Hungary 

Minister; [wan Mural (December 22, 1951). 

‘Believed to have been a carpenter and one-time 
Mayor of Budapest. Served in Haris (where he was 
aj.so (_ (targe d Affaires to the Spanish Republican 
Government) and Rome. He is not much seen and 
i> said 10 be responsible for much covert work for 
die Soviet. Speaks some French in a high squeaky 
ujLte, His wife is a grim woman. (Written 3 it 1952 j 

Now resides in Ankara. 


Iceland 

Mimatcr; Magouv V Magn iBmui t March n. 1957k 
Also ttccreilitetl to Sweden. Finland and Israel. 
Resides at Stockholm, Served ai Counsellor i;t 
London during the war and before his appointment 
ui Stock h oj rri wns Director-Gcnerai rf the Jceliudic 
Foreign Miri3itry. 

i miijut-da 

Cliaygu iT Affaires, u,l\ Ahmad Sheik ha n Huh mid 

(September 27. 1956). 

Appears cheerful and genial. He speaks n little 
Engl isii; h;s wife none. 


Iraq 

Aftiboisacfor: Abdul Amir AMJitri t August 29. 
J 9^b h 

Borfl IS99 of j well-known (Shiaj biuj-eMiiiii 
family. Educated in Bagdad and the United Slates 
D.Sc. Michigan University. Spent twelve icarh tn 
;i':.- Dejtanmerit of Irrigation and rose to be Assistant 
Dircctcr'-C^oeral m HM|. Mimster of Ciommuni- 
eattonv and Wnrss iiv 1944. Direc.or-General of 
Irrigation, 1946 5fi and ilicn appointed a member of 
the Development Board, from which he resigned ai 
the end cf 1952. Her Majesty's Embassy at PUjidad 
reported him to be :l rut her weak personality, 
incompetent, unreliable and said 10 be corrupt 

He lias made very little improwrOn here. 

Has a hideous wife. 

Italy 

Artib:<.sfsad>.'r; Renato Ciariimi (designate) 

•Mirpjj.ici' ai Budapest since early 1954. Served in 
I eh ran l_ J ?o Her Majesty's Minister. Budapest, 
reports that he and hi> wife were popular and 
fncntlTy.’ He is -.aid to K: a dull dou, a 'nsiderabb 
■Ndcr (han her. (Written In 1956.) 

Fur from b^ng a dull do« be vtrikes me as being 
■!;■■. active nnd no; u>o honest. He comes from 
Vieeiira and is highly ami clerical. His wife, who 
wjv brought up in Brazil, active and attractive, 

Japan 

Aiiibussudor: Hisjnjri Yam,ida (April 13. 1955) 

*Born imy. Graduated from Tokyo Imperial 
UimcTMty in 1923 and joined file Ministry of 
foreign AI burs. Early in his career he served in 
London and fiekitig and [hereafter was empjoy^d 
c uiunuously irt Jupcm until his apptuiunient to 
K9iran. fliv linn pvTsi (1952 551 was chief sif [he 
Foreign AlFairs Office of ihc Tokyo MetropoEiten 
Ciov eminent His comparative otecurity ii 
attributed to his unpopularity with Mr, Yoshidu and 
his present appointment to his close association with 
ihc Democrats. 

Mr. Vamada h married, with three sons. He 
speaks fair English hi Tokyo lie had the renuluti-.'ii 
of being hearty at jII times and boisterous under 
(be influence of alcohol* and this trait persists here 
ite is ostentatiously Anglophile. His wife h 
charming (Written in 1956.) 

He has been Scss ostentuiiimslv Anglophile suite 
huci. a boat which hr was revolting^ svmpatheitc 
' tnow how it feels, w‘v went through it m 
Manchuria ... Jtc, 


Iordan 

Char jc d'Alfairca. itJ.: Kcmal Ibmsoud. Couti- 
sailor (April 3. 1957). 

Mr. afttl Mrs. Homoud are u hunilsomu couple. 
He served in Lomlem for many years before 
coming here. 

Lebanon 

Miiiistcf. Abdul Rahman AJru (January 4. 1956). 
■Lately Minister in Karachi. A Sunni Moslem of 
j Lad me family of Tripoli. His brother is re per led 
to be a well-known intriguer, fanatical on religious 
matters. 

He ih a littery little man with a pleasant wife, 
They both speak Enaliih arid French. Their 
daughter goes to Embosiv School iVirUten in 
] 95d.) 

Sly and unreliable. Sometimes talks like a 
ncar-Cottimunisi. 

Nelherlfliids 

Minister: Baron \V I O. Gevcrs LMarch 16. 
1954). 

■A circer dinhsmat wlto has served for t« 3- ycu:- 
,n London (latterly as Minister Uounscllorl and 
;pcak^ eKcclScnt, English. Urbane, ngmabk. 
friendly and very pro-British, i have seen ;i lot 
of Baron Gfitera during the od ni-goiiniioiis and 
fmmd him pleasant and sensible to work wifiu He 
may not be brilliant, but conceals a good deal of 
u'biliiv under an casv-Eoing manner (Written in 
1954) 

Three years experience amply confirms inis 
diugnosis,' 

Norway 

Minister: Ivar Lumic (Ocu ,l vr T»\ ! lT 5n. 

Also accredited to Iraq. P;tkisl-«> nod i'tirkes. 
Resides a! Ankara. 


Minister: Kuzimicra Sidor (December IT 1956). 

Also accredited to Afghanistan. Said to Hass 
been chief of (he Fohsh Mild.-.tv Mission in Rom; 
and then Military Attach : to the Inter-Allied Control 
Council in Germany between |4-m and l lJ 4^. I' 4 ;)^ 
50, in the Ministry of Finance. I 0 .' 11 56. VLce- 

Director cf the Polish Institute for loterctitiona! 
AlTairs- 

Ansious to make friends I4',si lie loo 

strongly of the Skmi Police He iduuarters. 

Hasan attractive wife, 


Portugal 

Minister: Dr, Lub Norton Jc Mottos (Ocfe&Jf 15. 
1956). 

Resident at Ankara, 


ftnpitiimia 

Minister: Tratan Micou (August 13, 1952k 
*An unimpressive arid small man who is |e t -' 
mdined than his Crccb and Polish colleagues to mix. 
wirli Western diplomats (Written in 1954 
He is ]e.isirig in July 1957. 

Saudi Arabia 

A nib;insatlf■ r Ha mwh (i • m> (Vpiemkvr 17. 1955 k 
formerly Minister iMny 26 l l >43i 

■I only know tlial he is amiable and piclurcscjne. 
but lie i. ilk-i no l-iuropeun langnags - His Arab dress 
adds to file colour of Tehran receptions. (Written 
in January 1951,) 

“Has acquired a young Persian wife and child who 
are sometime.* seen in public, (Wriltcn in 1954 ) 
We arc not at prevent in relation! with h- m>-u i 


SurieE L'niun 

A:nbass,idor: SikoJay Mi aitijv, i .h Pegov iSt;>- 
tembet 19, 1956). 

Born E905- Joined the Connumist Party in 195 m 
A member cf the Central Contrniitcc of the Party 
% ssnee 1959. 1952, elected a candidate member of the 

Parly > puauium ami a member of the Secretariat 
l?: die t flntial Commiitte. On Stalins death in 1953 
appointed Secretary of die Praadium of the Supreme 
Sovrcl os Inc LLS.S.R and relnjqufeheJ his other 
up point me ills, Hai had no previous diplomatic 
experience Her Majesty > Embassy ai Mof^oW 

re[.»rtcd that from (be personal penrii of view he 
^ensc: 1 fairly well vtlitcJ to his new career, being 
more personable fiian many Sr^vict diplomats, with 
good manners and a friendly approach. 

He goc^ out 'Bcially (usually uccpmpaiuod by an 
mtemrelefl 1 Tttueh mote than !ii> predccess-or. If he 
could ■•peak'any Unguagc other Lli.in Russian, Pcgov 
would be an jpeeabic exmipoitfon. He has 
launched quite a social offensive here and has 
succeeded iis vomc degree in repairing tire uupopu¬ 
larity of his boorish predecessor. 

£ pain 

Minister: Tomas M.'vcas. v de Meet (December 7. 
1955k 

'Aged 15. Has served tn Paris, Slockhctm. 
Budapest, The Hague and Melbourne. Latterly 
Couarellor Anmnn, 

He louks ill and has a repuuitjon for atldiclion to 
drink- Speaks Frenwli and fait En g lish. Has an 
unattractive Roanianioji-born wife who speaks fluem 
FreriL’h and English. A rathet pathetic couple, and 
w> credil to their GoverrunertC (Written m 1956.) 

Swviivn 

Minister: Ragnvj.3d Richardson Bjcjc (Febnure 
i8. 1953) 

* A pkiisani. wetUiofnimed. friendly, but very 
talkative colleague with an attractive Finnish wife. 
Was m cliiirgc of I be Press Section of the Swedish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the war. Has 
previously served Minister in Souih America and 
Minister/Counsellor m Washington, He and 3iis wife 
(aIk excellent English, He was bii-n in Canada, 
where ftii father was Swedish Representative ai the 
time. While not hi the highest flight of Swedish 
diplomats he is a verv satisfactory colleague. (Written 
in 1554) 

■My regjrtt for his goi>d sense .lshI complete 
infcgrltv has increased in there two years. (Written 
in 1956.) 

Switzerland 

AmUtUSidor: Dr. Roy Ganz (April 29, 1957), 
formerly Min.iler iNrnembcir 30, 19541 

’ \ G-rrmatt-Jewish Swiss, bom in Chicago, with a 
pleasant French-born wife (his second), Gricmally 
a lawyer by profession. Minister m Helsinki 

before coining here and before Eh.u in Warsaw. 

He is quite imelhgent and knowledgeable and is 
an amusing comptimon, P4e has a malicious relish 
for political gossip, but is lacking in political sente. 
He bad the teptiraitnn before coming here of Left- 
wing views, and has eiicottragcd fins impresslnn by 
taking a holiday List summer m the Caucasus and 
the Crimea and reporting enthusiastically on 
everything he saw. Pul he i.s not so much 
pro-O.minimust as ostentatious]} unntuched and 
personally res-ponsibte. (Written in J95M 

Syria 

Ministers Mr A-sad Mohaflcl {June 20. 1955k 

■Bora 1907 A Sunni Moslem from Aleppo. 
Studied in France where he obtained degrees in law 
and literature Joined the Foreign Service m 194b 
- ■ . nc in Cairo and London Appointed Secretary- 
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General at the Presidency in, 1952 ^nd dismissed 
when ShishaUi fell m 1954. He instated in I9S5 acid 
appointed iy Tehim 

Ht is -i pM-.e». kJHSwtedflRibSe about Arab history 
; E nd culture. Married with a diuighlcr in her teens, 
(Written in 395ft.) 

We are not nt present in relations with his mission 
but for all that we are constantly meeting him. He 
is a. sly, hostile, repollent fellow Completely sold 
to Moscow, he h credited with spying on Ins .Arab 
fellows here and having, in particular. secured the 
downfall of the I;lVI Egyptian Ambassador. 

I urkey 

Ambassador: General Ivki Afcsatur (August t K 
1955 s 

'Born 1$94, Joined Army and sensed in 
Dardiuicltas and Ptiltstine and on lhe Russian front. 
1949 Vkx-C hief of lhe General .Staff. )950 
Secretary-Gcncral of tiie Supreme Defence Council. 
1952 55 Ambassador to Tokyo, 

According to Her Majesty's Embassy at Ankara 
he was coro-idcred to be one of the ablest Turkish 
tammunders in his day He is friendly but it us 
difficult to get tcr> far with him as his French and 
English arc both limited and he makes [Kings worse 
bj mixing them up. He describes the part he placed 
jri bringing Iran into the Bagdad Pact with it pride 
which shines evert through his linguistic obscurities, 
"litis in fact is Inc only subject on which I have 
found it possible to Wwtvefw with him. 

His wife, j Turkish blonde. speaks na$ocu:ble 
French. (Wriflett in 1956,1 

T rtited Slates 

\ mhassudor i Sclikn Chapin (July 19, 1955). 

"Born ]SW. Served in the United States N,i,y 
from 191^ to 1925 whin he entered Foreign Service 
serving al Hankow, Peking, Rome, Quito and 
Fort’HU’Prinw, In I9>6 hMtR» Assiitnrit Chief 
of Division of American Republics in Slate Depart* 
ment. During [he war aeted .is Liaison Officer on 
various defence commission* and as Counsellor to 
the United Slates Minion* in Algiers and Paris In 
1945 he became DirectcrGenenil of (he Foreign 
Sen'ice and then suttvftivtly Ambassador to 
Hungary, the Netherlands and Panama 


He was a second choice for Tehran. Mr. Julius 
Holmes’ nomination having hcen wuhdrdwn because 
of tiifcaicncd Senate objections.. 

He is u solid and experienced career officer with 
plenty of character and good sense, and well 
disposed to us. He was unlucky ifl succeed ait 
Ambassador iMr. Los Henderson! 1 who had estab¬ 
lished, an excsptioflafly high rcpuiation, and at a 
time when United States aid to Inin was beginning 
to taper off. These handicaps, combined with a 
torttewhm craggy exterior and a certain lack of 
social! grace, ded not help him mth the Iranian^ at 
first, but l thud, he has established himself by now-. 1 
have always found him a most satisfactory colleague 
in every way. 

He has u very nice wife, something of a character, 
with :i good ert-vc of humour, a perpetual ilow of 
conversation and a consign t chuckle. She is a sister 
of Admiral Kirk. >lWritten in 19564 

Has somewhat run to seed in the last twelve 
months. 


V"enrzncln 

Mmister Arturo La.Tr* (March in I955h 
Resides at Beirut, 


Ytignslaviu 

Minister; Du'am Risik (May J4, 1957). 

Ijt-rn |907, Sliulied taw in Belgrade. Joined the 
C omnium-.; Party in I 40. Joined t‘ie Partisan 
movement from its beginning in I94L 1950-$3, a 
Deputy of [he National Assembly, during which time 
he was Secretary-General in the Ministry for the 
Interior of Serbia. In 1955 he joined the diplomatic 
service and was a Deputy Chid of a department in 
the Foreign Ministry, He is a major-gcncrel on the 
army reserve 1 and h.V; a number of decoration* for 
war and prn-war service. 

Huv j plea-ant straight-forward manner and 
seems friendly- Speaks fair French and poor 
English. Does not share his predecessors open-air 
tastes, being more inclined to iJitcllcc,uaI pursuits. 
Professes warm friendship for English friends from 
the heroic days in [he mountains of Montenegro, 
p. n icyhirlv Major Pen kin and Brigadier Maclean 
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